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By Gunnery Sgt. Chris W. Cox, Regimental Combat Team 3

NIMRUZ PROVINCE, Afghanistan — Some people go cave exploring for fun, but whemishe possibility of stumbling
on explosive materials, an armed enemy or a nasty surprise they’ve left to bedriggihe dark, it's about as far from fun
as you can get.

Marines from 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, are searching wet, pitch-darkstrenmging from 40 to 100 feet
underground that connect the karez system — a network of wells and tunnels beensrewt capped peaks of the Buiji
Bhast mountains and the arid desert plain here. The karez system was origin&dlycteshfiundreds, maybe thousands, of
years ago. These days, insurgents are using these tunnels as a form of covertdtimnsand storage for IED-making
materials. The Marines are putting a stop to that.

“We've found evidence of weapons, dwelling, trash. We know they’re down there Csalel executive officer, 1st Lt.
Husein Yaghnam.

“We can't collapse them because that will affect the farmers’ irrigation systemveledan deter the enemy from using
them,” said the Toledo, Ohio, Marine. “It might open up opportunities just by ieténe enemy from using them.”
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What's it like descending along the sheer walls of these holes that travel aay down to the limestone bedro

“It's kind of scary, because you don’t know what'’s in the wells,” said Personalitgd2atachment platoon sergeant Cpl.
Jason L. Paul, from Shiprock, N.M. The PSD Marines provide security for the battafitnanding officer, Lt. Col. Patrick
Cashman, who sometimes personally investigates the wells for his own situatiorealessa

“They’re usually 40 to 60 feet down — straight down — and it's really dark dowe,ther described. “Every time we head
down, | always tell my guys to be careful.”

Fortunately for these young men weighed down with gear, drinking water, weapons)iiomand a flashlight, going down
on foot isn’t always the first option they try. Sometimes they send down a rolidit vawying degrees of success.

=N “Yesterday we sent the bot into three holes. In the first one it could only gouth ab
elght feet, so we had to go in, retrieve it and investigate on foot,” said Manid@ttor Cpl. Garrett Andrews the day after a
series of tunnel hunts. “Later we sent the bot down but didn’t see any man-magepdss

In addition to deterring the enemy from using the karez, the Marines are alsddrgigtgrmine which wells will be
irrigating which fields before planting season arrives in a few months.

“We’'re also looking at the locals growing poppy,” said Paul. “Yesterday, we foumthahis actually being used to water
their fields.”

By identifying which wells are directly connected to potential poppy farmers, tii@Afgovernment may be able to
convince them beforehand to grow a different crop as they are doing in neighbelrimenid province. Two different areas
there — Garmsir and Nawa districts — have seen a measurably decrease in poppsirgrevgthvernment workers began
distributing bags of wheat seeds around last year’s planting season. This yegampsaalready in full swing.

Before that can begin here though the Marines still have a lot of work to do,edmictient activity around the ancient well
system has drawn notice.

“Yesterday, the locals were driving by really close taking peaks here and thaddYasa “The local insurgents see that
too. They're looking at that to see if that's another way to get us. We're pldonitgt.”
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Speak Your Mind

Tell us what you're thinking...

‘ \ Name (required)

‘ \ Mail (will not be published) (required)

‘ \ Website

’ Submit Comment ‘

CAPTCHA Code

i /)

CRZm:*

Say Goodbye to
Blood Pressure Drugs

Hugh Downs reports on artery clearing
breakthrough from Nobel Prize winner.

ALSO:

- Heart Attack Survival Secret...

- Natural Discovery Drops High Blood Pressure..

Bottom Line

° www.bottomlinesecrets.com Ads by Google

. Latest Headlines

Jeep Stroller Cup Holder

Baby Trend Sit N Stand Stroller LX, Skylar

First ever NYC hi rise auctioned off

Wedding planning book gives brides to be cost saving tips

Despite $10 billion deficit Corzine empties coffers and bleeds taxpayers
Caselogic CLNS-15 15.4-Inch Sport Laptop Shuttle (Black/Gray)
Campgaw Mountain a great place to learn to ski in New Jersey
Hidden Valley Club ski resort offers scouts outdoors experience
Mountain Creek to host all night ski party

NJ Tourism website offers online assistance for 2010 tourist season
Jackson EMS treat juvenile after fight

O 0O 0O 0o O 0O O O O O ©O

4 of 7 1/6/2010 9:24 Al



U.S. Marines explore underground highway in Afghanistan : Jackson

50f7

Kroo 11245 Zipper Sleeve for 10-Inch Portable Laptop (Re!

Baby Trend Expedition LX Jogging Stroller, Skylar

Upcoming sporting events in New Jersey

O O O O

Darryl Strawberry and Rod Blagojevich to join Trump on Celebrity Apprentice

« Our Sponsors

« Recent Comments

Troops Ribbon Car Magnets
Buy Support Troops Yellow Ribbon

Magnets in 30 styles as low as .49
www.BumperStickerMagnet.com

Support US Troops Network
Support our U.S. military singles

100% join free. Worldwide portal.
SupportOurTroopsNetwork.com

Ads by Google

Toys$jus

EVERY SEASON STARTS AT

DICK’S

SPORTING OOODS,

o
flowers....

cloys

childhood dreams delivered™

D' DIAMONDS®

INTERNATIONAL
www.ShopDl.com

http://www.jacksonnjonline.com/2009/09/30/u-s-marines-explore-un

cats versus everything else oReral cats more important to Township Council than youth sports for girls?

Paul Mayerowitz on Feral cats more important to Township Council than youth sports for girls?

Jackson NJ Onlineon One injured in Jackson Motor Vehicle Accident

Jacksin onOne injured in Jackson Motor Vehicle Accident

O O O O O

Lilly Australia on Michael Jackson’s death brings conspiracy theory back into spotlight

« Similar Topics

{coKIDs

) -

This website Is a member of the GoKids Network

1/6/2010 9:24 Al



U.S. Marines explore underground highway in Afghanistan : Jackson  http://www.jacksonnjonline.com/2009/09/30/u-s-marines-explore-unt

article Black BOE british british-virgin Caribbean camival chistmas CruisecCruise Sh| Perise shipsdescription

Dollhouse Education Family islands JACKS 0N Jackson EducationJackson TownshipLaptop largest largest-cruise Latest HeadlinesNJ oasis

read-the-original read-the-rest re st rhode royal royal-caribbean seasseat Stroller the-cruise th e-oriqinal the-rest the-world Tortola Travel
vacation Virgin Virgin Islands wife world

. Categories

o Feature
o Latest Headlines
= Business

Education
Entertainment
Health & Family
Lifestyle
New Jersey News
Photos from the front

[ |
n
[ |
n
[ |
[ |
= Politics
[ |
[ |
n
[ |
n
[ |

Recipes

Sports
Tech Talk

Travel
U.S. Military News
U.S. News
World News
Local News
Entertainment
Jackson Activities
Local News
Local Politics
Local Schools
Local Sports
Newsfeeds
Opinions
= Reviews
Publications
= Old Time Hardcore
= Zergwatch — Video Game News

o

O
HE B B B N

¢}

o

« Archives

January 2010
December 2009

November 2009
October 2009
September 2009
August 2009
July 2009

March 2009
February 2009
August 2008
May 2008
February 2008

O 0O 0O 0o O OO0 0O O 0O o0 O 0 O O
(&
c
>
@D
N
o
o
(o]

6 of 7 1/6/2010 9:24 Al



U.S. Marines explore underground highway in Afghanistan : Jackson  http://www.jacksonnjonline.com/2009/09/30/u-s-marines-explore-unt

o June 200’

- Blogroll

Jackson NJ School District Web Site

Jackson Township NJ Police Department Website
New Jersey Family Events and News For Parents
Online Cruise Ship Tracker

Video Game News

O O O O O

[ ]
Copyright © 2008,2009Stilton Company LLC- All Rights Reserved . Visit our partner websites: What to do in New
Jersey- Video Game News Cruise Ship Tracker - Cruise News- Travel News- Parents News- Everything Kids -
Sports News- Kids Network

7of7 1/6/2010 9:24 Al



