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CPL. KEMNETH JASIK
Regimental Combat Team &

KAJAK] DISTRICT. Afghanistan — For the first
time sinca the 19705, the U.S. Agency for
Internaticnal Development has begun
implemanting projects in Kajaki Districl

On July Tth. Afghan workers staned refurbizhing
the Kajaki District Centar, the local headquarters
for the Afghan govemmant

“The projects have been In the planning stage
for the past couple menths now,” sald Rob R

dker, a U S State Department officer. “Today
was the first day in the district center
refurbishment, which is the first in a series of
projects (the) Central Asia Development Group
15 daing *

CADG is a non-governmental organization
parinerad with LISAID.

The group also plans on refurbishing a health
clinic and about 50 stalls within a local bazaar
CADG hired local workess 1o help wilh all the
projects.

“Wéith this fevel of activity, we plan on employing between 200 and 1,000 workers at any point in ime during the
next slx months,” said Walker, “The projects are very labos intensive, they are done with Afghan methods,
Afghan technology and Aghan equipment

USAID went to the Kajaki elder coundil in order to have locals decide wha works on the projects and who gets
the contracts.

It's a majar step because we got the local represeniatives of the people imvolved in i, so the community has
more of a buy-in than they do with a ol of other projects " said Walker. 29, of Poguson. Va.

The workers are starting with simple tasks like digging ditches and pushing wheelbamrows, said Walker, tul as
their skills grow, they'll move to more complex lasks like brick laying, plumbing and elactrical work.

“By the end of thesa projects, i's Fkely workers will have a rade skill, which is very good for this area because
there is not a lot of human capital,” said Walker

The projects will provide more than infrastructure and skill, they give the people something to be proud of, and
help Iend credibily to the Afghan government. said Capt Blaise T. McFadden, agvsor with the Afghan Pakistan
Hand Program, 15t Battalion, 8 Manne Regiment, Regimental Combat Team &

The people choose these projects, choose to ive the lifs with the benefits from these projects and cnoose to
Iive with the governmant that provides these projects,” said McFadden, 31, from Seattle

Walker adds the projects give Afghans a glimpse of what life can be like trough cooperation with the
government

n balizes the first real ion of the warking for them and providing serdces.” said

Walker. “This clinic has bean dormant for Six years now, since the Taliban drove oul the government the [ast
lime. Thig is the gowermmant coming back and preparing to offer a better chaice han the Taliban™

McFadden says the desired long-term effect beyond govemment credibllity is education

“Education |3 going to be the lasting thing that pulls Kajaki and Afghanistan out of the depression they've been
In;” he said
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