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Some  of  Australia’s  most
renowned artists entertained more
than 150 civilian contractors and
Coalition troops during the Tour de
Force 3 concert Thursday at Camp
Victory.

Performers Tottie Goldsmith and
Australian Army Band Melbourne
highlighted some of America's most
popular cover songs while comedi-
ans Big Brother and Little Brother
gave their take on America's favorite
television personalities. 

"Any    deployment     becomes
monotonous and boring," said
Australian army Maj. Gordon
Lambie, commanding officer and
music director for the Australian
Army Band Melbourne. "These sol-
diers are a long way from home, so
we have to break up that monotony,
provide entertainment and bring a
little bit of Australia to them." 

Goldsmith, a singer from the for-
mer 80s all-girl band "The
Chantoozies," kicked off the two-
and-a-half-hour show with the help

of one lucky Australian soldier. 
Goldsmith's  seductive  perform-

ance of Randy Newman’s "You Can
Leave Your Hat On" piqued the
audience's interest, which responded
with cheers and applause. 

The Australian Army Band
Melbourne took over for Goldsmith,
enticing the audience with sultry
songs like "I Touch Myself" by the
Divinyls and forging participation
with famous ballads like AC/DC's
"It’s a Long Way to the Top (If You
Wanna Rock ‘N’Roll)."

"Alot of the stuff we play is influ-
enced by the American music indus-
try," Lambie said. "It's fun to watch
the Soldiers' reactions. In fact, dur-
ing (Melbourne's version of John
Fogerty’s) 'Proud Mary,' I was
standing around about a dozen
American Soldiers and they knew
every word; they knew that particu-
lar arrangement, and they were just
singing along at the top of their
lungs. It was a really good feeling
because I knew they were enjoying
the show just as much as the
Australian soldiers."

The concert showcased more than

just 80s and 90s cover songs. 
Australian comedians Big Brother

and Little Brother used their musical
talents to poke fun at American,
British and Australian traditions and
America's infatuation with famous
crocodile hunter Steve Erwin. 

Solo artist Rebecca Lavelle also

made a special appearance to share
melodious   tracks   from   the inter-
national television series,
"McLeod's Daughter's."

"Some  of  the  press in Australia
about the war isn't positive; you just
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Lead singer Deb Cotton from the Australian Army Band Melbourne
goes through the motions during a special performance Thursday at
Camp Victory. The band and other Australian musicians and comedi-
ans were part of Tour de Force 3, a tribute to honor American and
Coalition Soldiers in Iraq.

Pfc. Laura Bigenho
42nd MP Bde. PAO

Soldiers  from  Company B, 2nd
Battalion, 299th Infantry Regiment,
Hawaii Army National Guard, handed
out hundreds of boxes of goods to an
Iraqi village May 23 as a way of
expressing appreciation and giving
back to the small community.    

The  mission  was  made  possible
thanks to a generous number of treats
donated by service members aboard the
Singapore navy's RSS Resolution.  

The  idea  for  the  project generated 
during a stop in Bahrain, en route to
Singapore.  Dr. (Capt.) Matthew Yeo
suggested to Lt. Col. Bernard D.
Miranda, commander of the RSS
Resolution, that they do something

kind for the people of Iraq.  After much
planning and lots of hard work, the
project was set in motion.  A total of
four pallets of bottled water, cookies
and other goods were ready to be given
to Iraqis.

Capt.   Paul   T.   Agena,   command-
er, Co. B, 2nd Bn., 299th Inf. Reg., said
his Soldiers are always looking for
ways help the residents of Hamvani
Village, a predominately Sunni neigh-
borhood just west of Baghdad
International Airport.  His unit is
responsible for patrolling the neighbor-
hood of about 250 residents, one of
many communities that have suffered
from insurgent attacks.

"The   community   has  been  pretty 
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Tour de Force rocks Camp Victory

Hawaii guardsmen give back to village near Camp Victory
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Second Lt. Justin Otto, platoon leader, Company B,
2nd Battalion, 299th Infantry Regiment, Hawaii Army
National Guard, hands a box of bottled water to an
Iraqi boy during a humanitarian operation May 23 at
a village in Baghdad.  

See CONCERT, Page 3



helpful to us," Agena said.  "They have provid-
ed food for my  Soldiers  and  have  even baked
bread for them."  

Agena  hopes that by conducting more
humanitarian missions, relationships between
the villagers and Soldiers will continue to
improve.  This way they can work together to
rid the area of insurgency.  Villagers who are
neutral in giving Soldiers information may be
more likely to volunteer information in hopes
of getting some free goods, Agena said.  

The   mission   quickly   transformed   into 
a group effort taken on by the Soldiers and
excited villagers as they downloaded countless
cases of Girl Scout cookies, bottled water,
flour and Milo cocoa mix from the unit's vehi-
cle.  

Children  of  all  ages  flocked  to  the  truck 
as it pulled up to the sheik's house, where the
goods were delivered and later distributed to the
villagers.  Soldiers opened a case of Girl Scout
cookies, tossing several boxes to the impatient
children as an attempt to distract the dozens of
youngsters from the downloading efforts.  

The delighted children scattered, running
inside their homes to share their latest treasure
with family.  Others tore the boxes open
immediately, unable to resist temptation.

"We're just trying to show them that we're
here to help," said 2nd Lt. Justin Otto, pla-
toon leader, Co. B.

Otto has been patrolling the village for about
two months.  He said he has already noticed a
significant and positive difference from when
he first patrolled the area.  The fact that vil-
lagers are beginning to call Soldiers by their
names, as opposed to yelling out random
labels such as "Mohammed" or "Hey you," is
one of many signs that they are heading in the
right direction, he said.  

"Everybody's starting to open up and realize
that we're not here to harm them; we're here to
actually help them," he continued.

"For us infantry guys, we enjoy going out
there, looking for the bad guy and doing
humanitarian missions.  It gives us a good
feeling," Agena added.

Although the mission proved to be success-
ful, Otto is realistic and recognizes that it was

only a small building block in the ongoing
efforts toward constructing a stable and safer
environment for Iraq's citizens, he said.

Future plans for Hamvani Village include
building another schoolhouse, putting in fresh-
water wells, paving roads and building bridges
over the canals villagers frequently use.

"(This mission) was a short-term fix for a
long-term problem," Otto said.  "Once we get
those wells in, I think we'll see an even greater
success." 

In addition to the long-term plans they have
made for the village, Soldiers have several
upcoming missions related to the one that took
place May 23.  They still have three more pal-
lets of goods from the Singapore navy to
deliver to other parts of the village over the
next several weeks.
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Sgt. 1st Class Thomas Odoardi, infantryman, Company B, 2nd Battalion, 299th Infantry
Regiment, Hawaii Army National Guard, teams up with an Iraqi boy to distribute boxes of
water and supplies to an Iraqi village May 23 in Baghdad.  

Sgt. 1st Class Thomas Odoardi, infantryman,
Co. B, 2nd Bn., 299th Inf. Reg., Hawaii ANG,
reaches over his truck to hand an eager Iraqi
boy a case of shortbread cookies during a
humanitarian operation May 23 at a village in
Baghdad.  The cookies and supplies were
donated to the village by sailors from the
Singapore navy.  



Coalition Cafe
Breakfast  5:30 - 8:30 a.m.  
Lunch  11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Dinner  5:30 - 8 p.m.
Midnight Dining  11:30 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
Sports Oasis 
Breakfast  5:30 - 8:30 a.m. 
Lunch  11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Dinner  5:30 - 9 p.m.
Shopette
Open 24 Hours
Camp Liberty Post Exchange
Everyday  8 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
Fitness Center
Open 24 Hours
Chapel
Sunday:
Protestant Service 7 a.m. and 8:45 a.m.
Catholic Mass  10:30 a.m.
Gospel Service  Noon
Mormon (LDS)  2 p.m.
Episcopal  4 p.m. 
Full Life Service  6 p.m.
Saturday:
7th Day Adventist  11 a.m.
Catholic Mass  8 p.m.
Mini-Chapel (Bldg. 2)
Friday:
Jewish Service 6:30 p.m.
Golby Troop Medical Clinic
Sick Call Hours:
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon   
Saturday & Sunday 9 a.m. - noon
Dental Sick call:
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.   
Mental Health Clinic: 
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.   
Saturday 9 a.m. - noon
Post Deployment Health Briefings:
Monday - Friday 1 p.m.
Pharmacy:
Over the counter prescription refills
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon  
Saturday & Sunday 9 a.m. - noon     

Victory Weekly welcomes columns, 
commentaries, articles and letters from our

readers. Send submissions or 
comments to

michael.carden@iraq.centcom.mil,
or drop by Trailer 40 behind Building 0.

We reserve the right to edit for security, 
accuracy, propriety, policy, clarity and space.

Voices of Victory:

MNC-I Commanding General: Lt. Gen. John R. Vines  
MNC-I Public Affairs Officer: Col. Billy J. Buckner

MNC-I PA Sergeant Major: Sgt. Maj. John E. Brenci  

Victory Weekly is an authorized electronic publication for members of the Department of Defense. Contents of this elec-
tronic publication are not necessarily the official views of or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the Department of
Defense. The editorial content of this publication is the responsibility of the Public Affairs Office of Multi-National Corps -
Iraq. 
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What do you enjoy most about being deployed to Iraq?

Operating Hours

MNC-I Production Chief: Sgt. Mark St. Clair
Victory Weekly Editor: Sgt. Michael J. Carden  
Victory Weekly Staff: Spc. Mary Rose

“It’s all about God,
country and Corps and
the brotherhood.”

“I’ve enjoyed the 
experience and knowledge
I’ve gained from being in
Iraq.”

Aurea Laxa,
receptionist,
Bldg. 124,
MWR

Today: Spades at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Nine-ball at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 51;
Classes at the Gym: Tae-Kwon-Do from 6 - 7 p.m.;  Fencing from
7:30 - 9 p.m.; Kajukenbo from 9 - 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Chess at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Island Night at 7 p.m. at
Bldg. 51; Classes at the Gym: Aerobics from 5 - 6:30 a.m. and from
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.; Boxing from 8 - 9 p.m.
Thursday: Country Night at 7 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Ping Pong at 8 p.m.
at Bldg. 51; Classes at the Gym: Tae-Kwon-Do from 6 - 7 p.m.; Ping
Pong at 8 p.m.; Kajukenbo from 9 - 10:30 p.m.
Friday: Halo at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Latin Night at 8 p.m. 
at Bldg. 51; Classes at the Gym: Aerobics from 5 - 6:30 a.m. 

and from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.; Fencing from 7:30 - 9 p.m.
Saturday: Hip-hop Night at 7 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Dominos at 8 p.m.
at Bldg. 51; Classes at the Gym: Tae-Kwon-Do from 6 - 7 p.m.;
Boxing from 8 - 9 p.m.
Sunday: Ping Pong at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Eight-Ball Tournament at
3 p.m. and Chess at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 51; Classes at the Gym: Fencing
practice from 9 - 11 a.m.; Fencing from 7:30 - 9 p.m.; Kajukenbo
from 9 - 10:30 p.m.
Monday: Dominos at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Halo at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 51;
Classes at the Gym: Aerobics 5 - 6:30 a.m. and from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.;
Boxing from 8 - 9 p.m.

Victory MWR Events May 24 - May 30 

Sgt. 1st Class Israel Diaz,
NCOIC, force protection,
Camp Victory Mayor’s Cell

Steve Cardoza,
outside plant technician,
ITT

“I really enjoy working
for MWR.”

see the negative side.  But I thought it would just be
nice to be able to come over and say hi and make sure
for my own peace of mind that (the soldiers) are okay
and everything is going all right," said Lavelle. 

"When  we  get home,  we will actually have quite
a lot of publicity that is positive … obviously, a career
doesn't get harmed by doing a tour like this, but at the
same time, I can go back and let everyone know that
(the troops) are doing an awesome job," Lavelle con-
tinued.       

The concert came to a close with original music
from the Australian rock band The Avenues.

The Tour de Force artists visited troops stationed
at several other locations throughout Iraq, wrapping
up the tour Sunday with one final show for the
Australian army here.

"I   have   just   had   an   absolute   ball,"  Lavelle
said. "There has never been one time that I have felt
my life is in danger or my safety was being jeopard-
ized … It's actually the safest I have ever felt."

CONCERT

Australian army Cpl.
Sean O' Toole, drum-
mer, and Cpl. Rob
Broberg, bassist, lay
down a rif during the
Australian Army Band
Melbourne's perform-
ance Thursday at Camp
Victory. The band and
other Australian musi-
cians and comedians
were part of Tour de
Force 3, a tribute to
honor American and
Coalition Soldiers in
Iraq. 
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