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WASHINGTON — More than 80 nations and organiza-
tions from around the world gathered in Brussels, Belgium,
June 22 to support the Iraqi transitional government and its
vision and priorities for the future. 

“This conference is another strong expression of the support
the international community is lending to Iraq,” said European
Union president Jean Asselborn at a news conference follow-
ing the event. 

“We are determined to fully support Iraqi efforts to achieve
a democratic, federal, pluralist and unified Iraq. We also reaf-
firmed our commitment to the independence, sovereignty and

territory integrity of the country,” Asselborn said, quoting
from a statement issued jointly by all participants. 

The International Conference on Iraq was co-hosted by the
United States and the European Union and organized at the
request of Iraqi authorities. The idea began with President
Bush’s Feb. 22 visit to Brussels, when the EU and the United
States agreed to provide a forum for the new Iraqi government
to engage the international community, if it so wished. 

The meeting was structured around three themes outlined in
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1546, which set
forth the timetable for Iraq’s transition to representative gov-
ernment. The main areas of discussion, led by Iraq, were the
political process in Iraq, economic challenges and reconstruc-
tion, and public order and rule of law. 

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice praised the Iraqi gov-

ernment for the vision and commitment to democracy it laid
before the international community. 

“We heard a vision for the future from the elected Iraqi gov-
ernment, from its ministers, from members of its opposition,
which demonstrates that this is an Iraq that is, indeed, well on
its way to democracy,” Rice said. 

“We heard of a vision of an Iraq based on the rule of law,”
Rice continued, “where human rights and individual rights are
secured. ... We heard a devotion to a process that began with
the return of sovereignty to the Iraqi people less than a year
ago — and it’s important to emphasize that return of sover-
eignty was less than a year ago.” 

And, the secretary added, the international community

By Terri Lukach
American Forces Press Service

World community pledges to support free Iraq

U.S. Army photo by Maj. Patricia C. Anderson
Staff members at Air Force Theater Hospital in Balad, Iraq, rush to transfer a patient with a gunshot wound from a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter to the hospi-
tal’s emergency department June 22. See page 15 for story.
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WASHINGTON — The 2005 POW/MIA
Recognition Day poster was unveiled here
June 15 in honor of the sacrifices made by
prisoners of war and service members still
unaccounted for, spanning World War II to
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

The unveiling was a highlight of the
Defense Department’s annual government
briefings here. More than 270 family members
of servicemen still missing in Southeast Asia
gathered for the three-day conclave. 

The briefings give MIA family members a
chance to speak with casualty officers, review
their loved one’s case file and meet with other
families. 

By custom, POW/MIA Recognition Day is
observed in Pentagon ceremonies on the third
Friday of September, Sept. 16 this year. 

This year’s poster design “recognizes that
we’re a nation at war,” said Larry Greer,
spokesman for the Defense POW/Missing
Personnel Office. “On the poster you’ll see
young Soldiers in combat — in Iraqi Freedom.

You’ll also see Soldiers from World War II
being held as POWs. With particular signifi-
cance, that connection and the way it’s
designed, you see the current warriors emerg-
ing from a dark cloud where the guys from
World War II are under captivity by the
Germans. 

“What this signifies is past and present,
World War II all the way through today, the
nation has an obligation to account for its
missing,” Greer noted. “For those who go in
harm’s way today, our obligation is to ensure
that they come out — that they can be brought
out — rescued, if necessary. To those who per-
ished in years past, our obligation is to account
for them by the recovery and identification of
their remains. But there’s a clear connection on
the poster between World War II and today’s
current battlefields.” 

Greer said DPMO will ship about 140,000
copies of the poster, about the same number as
last year, to all the ships at sea and military
units around the world. 

“Months ago, we contacted each of the mili-
tary services and asked them to tell us where
they want their service’s posters shipped,” he
noted. Copies go to all the Veterans Affairs

medical facilities and to veterans’ service
organizations around the country such as
American Legion, Veterans of Foreign War
and AMVets, Greer added. 

“This is so everybody who has been associ-
ated with the military today and yesterday will
have an opportunity to see that this nation con-
tinues to remember its obligation to POWs and
MIAs,” he pointed out. 

Part of the distribution also goes to family
organizations particularly keyed to the fami-
lies of the missing, such as the National
League of Families and the National Alliance
of Families. 

Greer said his organization keeps several
thousand posters for people who see it on the
DPMO Web site and call to ask for a copy.
“We’ll ship them directly to anybody,” he said.
“There will be two images on our Web site, a
regular and a high resolution. If they don’t like
the image they get on their Web site, they can
call us and get their own paper copy.” 

Pointing out that “art is always in the mind
of the beholder,” Greer said, “It’s pretty clear
that what this poster is saying is, ‘We
Remember.’And we as a nation are committed
to bringing these guys home.”

WASHINGTON — Setting a timetable for U.S. troop with-
drawal in Iraq would be a mistake, Defense Secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld told the Senate Armed Services Committee here
June 23. 

“Some in Congress have suggested that deadlines be set,”
Rumsfeld said. “That would be a mistake; it would throw a
lifeline to terrorists. Timing in war is never predictable —
there are no guarantees. And any who say that we’ve lost this
war or that we are losing this war are wrong. We are not.” 

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Air Force Gen.
Richard B. Myers, echoed the secretary’s point. “While we are
all eager to see our troops come home, leaving before the task
is complete would be catastrophic — not only for Iraq, but also
for the overall struggle against violent extremism and for our
national security,” the general said. 

Rumsfeld emphasized that any troop withdrawal can’t rely
on an arbitrary timetable set up without regard for the situation
in the country. “The timing must be conditions-based,” he said. 

In Iraq, he said, those conditions are based on the extent to
which various ethnic factions reconcile; the level of support
from the international community; and Iraq’s neighbors,
whose behavior, he said, “continues to be unhelpful.” 

He said terrorists continue to come into Iraq from Syria and
Iran. “Nations that serve as conduits for mass murderers are

not friends of the Iraqi people, they’re not friends of the United
States, and they are certainly not friends of the civilized
world,” Rumsfeld said. Iraq’s political and economic stability
also must improve, and the country must be able to take
responsibility for its own security, he added. 

“Let there be no doubt that if the Coalition were to leave before
the Iraqi Security Forces are able to assume responsibility,” he
warned, “we would one day again have to confront another Iraqi
regime, perhaps even more dangerous than the last, in a region
plunged into darkness rather than liberated and free.” 

Defense leaders testified June 23 that the political process is
key to success in Iraq, and that a new government would go a
long way toward ending the insurgency, perhaps making it
possible then to begin setting a timetable for withdrawal. But
in any event, the secretary reminded the senators, it is not his
decision to make. “I might make recommendations to the pres-
ident, but it is for him to make those decisions, not me,”
Rumsfeld said. 

The secretary said it is “critically important” that Iraq keep
its present timetable for establishing a permanent government.
He said he does not favor a six-month delay on the constitu-
tion, even though it is permitted under the transitional admin-
istrative law. 

Army Gen. John Abizaid, commander of U.S. Central
Command, also testifying June 23, said any delay in the Iraqi
vote would give terrorists an opportunity “to get better organ-
ized.” 

“It increases the number of deaths and the tempo of action,”

he said. “It would be a bad thing, but not fatal.” 
Myers told the committee that “significant, positive” steps

are being made each day in securing Iraq’s freedom and secu-
rity. “We are on the right course, and we must stay that
course,” he said. 

Army Gen. George W. Casey Jr., who commands Multi-
National Forces in Iraq, noted the progress Iraq has made in
the year since the Coalition Provisional Authority turned over
sovereignty to the interim Iraqi government. Casey said Iraqis,
supported by the Coalition, have established an interim gov-
ernment, neutralized the insurgency, and helped eliminate ter-
rorist havens across the country.

“Iraqis are serious about their future,” he said. “And they are
serious about building a government that respects the human
rights of all Iraqis, and they are serious about defeating the ter-
rorists and the insurgents that are doing the utmost to deny
them their dreams.” 

Casey noted recent polls show Iraqi citizens are confident in
their government and in their security forces, are optimistic
about their future, and intend to vote in large numbers in the
upcoming elections. “The Iraqi people are committed to some-
thing better,” he said. “They are fighting every day for the
dream of a better future.” 

Rumsfeld said success in Iraq cannot be defined as “domes-
tic tranquility.” Rather, he said, “Success will be when there is
a free Iraq, where Iraqis are the guarantors of their own secu-
rity, with minimal Coalition involvement. And that will be a
truly historic accomplishment.”
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Timetable for troops to go home would be mistake
By Sgt. 1st Class Doug Sample
American Forces Press Service
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2005 POW/MIA Recognition Day poster unveiled
By Rudi Williams
American Forces Press Service

Courtesy photo

The 2005 POW/MIA Recognition Day
poster was unvelied June 15 to honor
POW/MIAs of WWII through OIF.
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PERSPECTIVES

WASHINGTON — When I came home from Iraq a couple
of months ago, I kept the promise I made while I was still there:
I wouldn’t watch the news, and I’d step away from the war,
ignoring the events that had consumed my life 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. It was time to catch up with my family and
make them the focus of my life 24/7. 

For about a month, I was able to successfully ignore the con-
stant horrid imagery and sensational reports filed from Iraq. But
as a public affairs officer and self-proclaimed news junkie, I soon
found myself scanning headlines on the Web and tuning into
radio news programs, instead of my favorite jazz station. 

I don’t think the charred skeletal remains of a vehicle-borne
explosive device are the watermark of this war. The images I see
back here are not the same indelible images I saw in Iraq —
those of a resilient country making its way back from decades of
oppression — helped by the many friendly nations that liberated
them. 

But now I’m on the sidelines, and instead of feeling and hear-
ing the car bomb explode and seeing its eerie black plume of
smoke rise nearby, I read about it. And rather than witness histo-
ry as I did for a year, I find myself writing my comrades to get
accurate accounts of what is happening in Iraq. 

What I saw in Iraq was the boundless bravery of a seemingly
endless line of Iraqi recruits gathered to join the Iraqi army, the
smiles and waves of Iraqis as we convoyed through the city of
Sulaymaniyah, the first flight of the Iraqi Air Force, and the
sound of Iraqi tank guns as they thundered for the first time in
years in support of liberty, not tyranny. 

I remember the jubilation of my Iraqi friends as they showed
off their ink-stained fingers, a badge of honor on their fingertips,
indicating they had voted in their country’s first democratic elec-
tion in decades. I remember the Iraqi female military police
Soldiers who became pioneers for women in that region by join-
ing the Iraqi military, clearing not just personal hurdles, but cul-
tural ones. 

Mostly, I remember the thousands of Iraqi and Coalition
troops that each day hunted the enemy and kept me safe. I
remember the drivers and gunners on convoy, the pilots and crew
chiefs in the sky, the sentries and tankers at the gates, and all of
the warriors who were out there trying to make Iraq a better and
safer place. 

Someday, probably decades from now, the actions of this gen-
eration and its brave men and women will grace history books.
The lesson, I’m confident, will be that they left a peaceful and
productive imprint on the region and its people, and forever
changed the landscape of the Middle East. 

Despite what is being reported and what is reflected in media
opinion polls, there is no doubt in my mind that the public is
behind the troops in Iraq. 

While I was in Iraq, I received hundreds of Christmas cards
from students at an elementary school and from members of a
church in Florida. A sorority from Indiana sent dozens of letters
and cards of support, and Americans from all over the country
sent me e-mails from places like Chicago, Sacramento and

Texas, just to name a few. 
Wool caps made by an Internet knitting club kept me warm

during the cold winter months in Iraq, and donated phone cards
kept me in touch with my family who waited for me more than
6,000 miles away. Care packages stuffed with goodies and com-
fort items were never in short supply at our command. In fact,
we had to appoint a “morale sergeant” to manage all of the good-
will pouring into our compound. 

When I came home in uniform on R&R, strangers approached
me at the airport and shook my hand, patted me on the back and
thanked me. Airline employees did what they could, offering
passes to their VIP lounges and upgrades to first class, and those
airlines who had nothing to offer did what they could — extra
pillows, fistfuls of peanut or pretzel bags and free headsets. But
their “thanks” alone was enough for me. 

Ask any returning war veteran, and I’m sure you’ll find their
experience was similar. At one point, I was so overwhelmed by
the outpouring that I found myself in an airport restroom trying
to keep my composure after a mother walked passed me with her
two sons and one of them said aloud, “Thank you, Soldier,” his
brother waving anxiously at me. 

On my return to the war after R&R, a few other Soldiers and I
were dining on one last restaurant-cooked meal in the airport
when the waitress approached us and told us that another patron
had paid for our meal. 

We thanked the man but said we couldn’t accept his offer. He
replied that it was “the least I can do for you guys,” adding,
“We’re all proud of you.” 

In my town when I came home after the war, I passed homes
displaying yellow ribbons and flying U.S. flags. At my welcome
home party, a restaurant donated food for more than 100 guests,
and people all over the city made it a point to express their sup-
port and gratitude. 

The support I received bordered on immense. Never had I
expected such support, and never had I received so much for
merely doing my job. 

My memories of Iraq will forever be engrained in my mind
alongside of the memories of the incredible outpouring I
received when I came home. They are one. 

Last weekend, keeping true to the promise I made to make my
family the 24/7 focal point, I attended a baseball game on
Father’s Day. During the seventh inning stretch, there was a
salute to U.S. military personnel serving the war on terror. 

A singer proudly sang “God Bless America” and all around
me, people joined in and sang along. 

My personal opinion poll has found, plus or minus a few per-
centage points, that the American people unconditionally support
the Soldiers in Iraq. I arrive at this conclusion having experi-
enced their support firsthand, and having been held in their warm
embrace upon my return from the war. 

And the support continues today. When I recently learned
about the opinion poll results, I e-mailed one of my stateside
supporters who befriended me during the war. I wrote him to say
hello, and to restate my appreciation for his support during my
deployment. 

I asked him if he had heard about the media opinion polls, and
he replied as I had when I learned of the poll. 

“News to me.” 

Support for troops never stronger
By Capt. Steve Alvarez
American Forces Press Service
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“It’s usually a day to pop off fire-
works.”

Air Force 
Staff Sgt. Mark Burleson
Joint Area Support Group - Central

“That’s our country’s Independence
Day and a day to remember.”

Rudolph Gonzalez
Intecon

“It is the day that we celebrate our
independence and those who have
preserved our freedoms.”

Air Force Tech. Sgt. John Moran
Multi-National Force - Iraq

“It makes us stop and see why we
are serving in the military. It helps
us see the freedoms we have.”

Army Col. Jack Drolet
U.S. Army War College

“It’s a day for us to celebrate
American pride.”

Marine Lance 
Cpl. Charles Christiansen
4th Marine Expeditionary Batallion

“I think it represents people willing
enough to sacrifice themselves to
form their own ideas.”

Spc. Nathan Due
392nd Chemical Company

“It’s the definition of American spir-
it.”

Army Sgt. James Lorello
143rd Area Support Group

What does the 4th of July mean to you?



CAMP VICTORY, BAGHDAD, Iraq — Troops and mil-
itary personnel deployed to certain “high-risk” areas who
have not been vaccinated for anthrax will now be given the
opportunity to receive the injections voluntarily thanks to an
emergency Department of Defense authorization.

Recognizing the need to provide some kind of protection
from anthrax, the DoD requested through the Secretary of
Health and Human Services that anthrax vaccinations be
available through what is known as an Emergency Use
Authorization, said Col. Steve Jones, director, Military
Vaccine Agency, Office of the Army Surgeon General,
Washington D.C.  

“This authorization was crucial because the injunction put
on the vaccinations restricted the voluntary administering of
the vaccine as well as the mandatory,” Jones said.

The EUA allows personnel to receive protection against
chemical, biological and nuclear threats, such as anthrax,
through voluntary treatment. The EUA was approved Jan. 27,
but there were many procedures that needed to be followed
before the vaccinations could be distributed to where they
were needed, Jones explained.

Prior to Oct. 27, 2004, the Anthrax Vaccine Immunization
Program was a mandatory program implemented by the DoD
that required personnel stationed in specific regions of the
world to be vaccinated.  

“On Oct. 27, a judge from the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia put an injunction on the pro-

gram, effectively halting the mandatory vaccination for
anthrax,” Jones said.

The judge put an injunction on the program because the
Food and Drug Administration needed to comply with cer-
tain procedures before stating the anthrax vaccine was
specifically effective against the inhalation of anthrax, Jones
said.

“The FDA has repeatedly stated the vaccine does in fact
protect against all forms of anthrax exposure, but the judge
has required certain procedures be followed before reinstat-
ing the mandatory vaccinations,” Jones explained.

To implement the voluntary program in Iraq, U.S. Central
Command published an implementation message. Multi-
National Corps - Iraq then followed by publishing a frag-
mentary order, pushing information about the program down
through each subordinate command, Jones continued.

“Now that we have authorization of the EUA, our goal is
to go out and educate our troops and personnel as to the ben-
efits of the vaccination program,” Jones said.

An individual who volunteers must either be briefed on the
specifics of the vaccination through a PowerPoint presenta-
tion, or be given an EUA pamphlet which explains the
specifics of the vaccination procedures, according to
www.anthrax.mil/EUA, a Web site providing
more specific information about the program
and its history.

“The individual must also be able to ask any
questions or address any concerns about the
procedure before deciding whether or not to
accept the vaccine,” Jones said. 

Also, the military medical providers of the

vaccine are required to take a refresher course reviewing the
correct way to administer the shots, Jones added.

After individuals decide to accept the treatment, it is just
like any other vaccination. They sign in, get screened, roll up
their sleeve and get the shot, he said.

“We began administrating anthrax vaccinations in this the-
ater on June 11,” Jones said. “The vaccinations can be
received on the major Troop Medical Clinics of each base.

“The vaccine used for this program is the same vaccine
licensed by the FDA back in 1970,”
Jones said. “We have given over 5
million doses of the vaccine to
over 1.3 million military and
civilian personnel since
we started the
m a n d a t o r y
vaccinations
in 1998.”
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Deployed troops volunteer for anthrax vaccine
Story and photo by Pfc. Matthew Clifton
Multi-National Corps - Iraq Public Affairs

learned what it needs to do to support that vision. 
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan also had high

praise for Iraq’s efforts. “A sovereign, elected Iraqi gov-
ernment has presented the international community with
a comprehensive view of Iraq’s future, its vision,” he
said. “In response, we have all jointly declared that we
will work with Iraq to help meet the priorities and the
expectations of the Iraqi people.” Annan noted that
nations participating in the conference had promised to
be “full partners in the emergence of a new Iraq.” 

“We are determined to help the Iraqis fashion a truly
inclusive process,” he said, “one which makes a real dif-
ference on the ground and convinces all Iraqis that they
have a stake in the new Iraq.”

Rice underscored Annan’s remarks. “This is a new
chapter for the international community, and for Iraq,”
she said, “as we lay the foundation today for a new inter-
national partnership for the people of Iraq on their jour-
ney toward democracy.” 

In addition to financial and humanitarian assistance,
members of the European Union offered to assist with the
political and constitutional process, to help train judges,
police and prison officers, and to build up Iraq’s security
capabilities. Egypt and Jordan announced they would send
ambassadors to Iraq. Saudi Arabia and Kuwait said they
would move toward restoring full diplomatic relations. 

The International Conference on Iraq did not solicit
donations, but a follow-up meeting will be held in Amman,
Jordan, July 17-18 to firm up commitments from several
nations that pledged aid or agreed to consider debt relief.

“Today was a good day for Iraq,” Iraqi Foreign Minister
Hoshyar Zebari said at the end of the conference. Iraq faces
many challenges, he said, but the international solidarity
demonstrated at the conference will make it even more
determined to achieve its goals. 

“The differences over the war, I think, are behind
[us] now,” he continued. “We are all looking forward to
the future.”

Support
from Page 1

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
O’RYAN, BALAD, Iraq —
Coalition Soldiers from Task
Force Liberty’s 1st Battalion,
128th Infantry Regiment con-
ducted a joint operation with
Iraqi Army Soldiers near here
recently to monitor the Iraqi
Army Soldiers’ improvements
and to give them some opera-
tional experience. 

While out on the patrol, the
Iraqi Soldiers from 4th
Battalion, 1st Brigade, 4th
Division, observed Soldiers of
Task Force 1/128 and partici-
pated in a variety of missions
throughout the day.

Task Force 1/128 comprises
Soldiers from 1st Battalion,
128th Infantry Regiment,
Wisconsin Army National
Guard, and Troop K, 3rd
Squadron, 278th Armored
Calvary Regiment, Tennessee
Army National Guard, who are
actively working to train and
prepare the Iraqi Army to take
control of military operations in
Iraq.

Before the Iraqi Army Soldiers
go out on missions, the Coalition
Soldiers and Iraqi Army leaders

make sure they have all of their equip-
ment and that it is functioning properly,
said Spc. Scott Turk, a combat medic with
Company A, Task Force 1/128 and a
native of Prairie Du Sac, Wis. 

“We are doing some on the spot cor-
rections,” Turk said. “If we see some-

thing that is not right, we will tell them,
‘Hey, you shouldn’t do this, because it
could actually injure one of your guys,’
or ‘If you do it this way, it will make
things a lot easier, and it will make your
guys more combat-ready.’” 

Coalition Soldiers hold the Iraqi
Soldiers to high standards, said
Sgt. 1st Class Todd
Kuchelmeister, platoon sergeant
for 2nd Platoon, A Co., Task
Force 1/128th and a native of
Milwaukee.

“We try to hold them to our
standards,” Kuchelmeister said.
“When we first started doing
this, they would come up to us
and say, ‘We need water. We
need food,’ and we had to start
saying, ‘No, this part of your
[pre-combat checks] and [pre-
combat inspections].’”

The Iraqi Soldiers, however,
do not take their missions light-
ly, said Cpl. Michael Geiger, a
team leader for 1st Squad, 2nd
Platoon, A Co., and a native of
Deer River, Minn.

“They are taking it seriously,”
said Geiger. “They will be ready
to take over when the time comes.
We are just going to take it slow
and make sure they have every-
thing they need to do the job.”

Walking patrols through the
small city of Fifty Dar, near
Balad, will soon become solely
the responsibility of the Iraqi
Army, Kuchelmeister said.

Iraqi Soldiers watch, learn from Coalition Soldiers

Cpl. Michael Geiger, a team leader for 1st Squad,
2nd Plt., A Co., 1st Bn., 128th Infantry Regt. and
native of Deer River, Minn., holds a little Iraqi girl’s
hand as they walk through the streets of a village
near FOB O’Ryan, Balad, Iraq. 

Story and photo by
Sgt. Jennifer J. Eidson
22nd Mobile Public Affairs
Detachment

Soldiers deployed to certain “high risk” areas of the world, such
as Iraq, are now given the opportunity to receive the anthrax vac-
cination thanks to the Emergency Authorization Act, which allows
for military personnel to volunteer for the injection. 



ScimitarJuly 1, 2005 Page 5

INTERNATIONAL ZONE, BAGHDAD,
Iraq — U.S. Airmen and Iraqi police will now
be providing a watchful eye for motorists driv-
ing through the International Zone. Air Force
Security Forces personnel throughout the IZ
will keep an eye out for traffic violations and
other crimes.  

The latest overall mission for the Air

Force’s 732nd Expeditionary Mission
Support Group is to bring law and order
here, said IZ patrolman Senior Airman
Jaime Rivera from Woodbridge, N.J.   

Air Force Lt. Col. James D. Marry, the
732nd’s commander, said the mission is unique
for the Airmen. Marry, a native of Jackson,
Mich., said there was no police presence in the
IZ before they arrived. 

“It’s a great opportunity for both United
States Air Force Security Forces and Iraqi
Police.” Marry said, “We’re learning from each
other while we rebuild this small part of Iraq.”

Airman 1st Class Ryan McCarrick said
they haven’t begun to issue citations, but
they are slowly introducing Iraqis to the
new laws.  

Rivera said accidents have decreased
since they made their debut on the roads of
the IZ about two weeks ago.

Tulsa, Okla., native Staff Sgt. Richard
Duvall, assistant flight chief, said locals are
stopped far more than Coalition members.
Duvall used the example of one man speed-
ing at 120 mph.  

Iraqi police are riding with and observing
everything the Airmen are doing. Their
goal, said Duvall, is to provide the Iraqis
enough hands-on practical experience to do
this job for themselves soon. Duvall said
working with IPs is interesting because their
knowledge increases every day, and the IPs
have a lot to teach them about Iraq and their
environment.

Duvall said the police are not used to
being traffic cops, and stopping a car for
traffic violations is all new to them. Duvall,
who is on his third deployment, said the best
thing about his job is that he gets to help the
Iraqi people.   

On any given day, Duvall said there are
about 2,000 cars being driven around in the
IZ. As a result of the volume in traffic in this
area and the few controls placed on
motorists, Coalition Forces are working on

a new concept to this
area, traffic control
points, which are points
set up to stop vehicles
for violations like speed-
ing and random vehicle
searches. Senior Airman
Donald Shaut from
Hornell, N.Y., said snap
traffic control points are
being used here for
speed control. This snap
TCP uses two vehicles;
one has a radar gun and
the other pulls the driv-
er over. Once the speed-
er stops, a patrolman
from the second vehicle
will talk to the driver
while the other pulls security, Shaut said.

Duvall said that when they speak to the driv-
ers, they let them know how fast they were
going and remind them to slow down. Rivera
said people are shocked to be pulled over in a
combat zone. According to American Forces
Information Service, about 20 percent of U.S.
casualties are non-combat related; the majority
of those are from vehicle crashes.   

The most common infractions are motorists
speeding and going the wrong way on one-way
streets — also the most common reason for
accidents in the IZ, Rivera said. He also said
drivers should not exceed 35-40 mph, but often
they have seen vehicles going 75-80 mph.

Rivera said traffic signs will be going up in
the IZ in the near future. Such signs will likely
include speed limit and yield signs. The most
accident-prone area here right now is the inter-
section near the crossed swords and the 14th of
July Bridge.  

Random vehicle search TCPs are also being
conducted here. They stop a random number of
cars and search their vehicles. Alabaster, Ala.,
native, Staff Sgt. Robert Garner, said the patrol-
man do an initial search, making sure the occu-

pants of the vehicle have the proper credentials
and then he brings in his partner, Loy, a German
Shepherd, to seek out controlled substances.  

Garner said he has been working with dogs
for 10 years and has worked with Loy for two-
and-a-half. They both deployed from Maxwell
Air Force Base in Montgomery, Ala. He said
they make a presence at the TCPs and at check-
points. Although Department of Defense
employees are used to being stopped and
searched, Garner said the local Iraqis don’t real-
ly like the dogs.

Shaut also works in the office as a dispatcher.
He and other staff members work side-by-side
with personal security details, the U.S.
Department of State, Army quick reaction
teams and Marines.  

Shaut said what he likes is “getting to meet
everyone and interacting with people,” and he
added that he has made a lot of good friends.  

Airmen patrolling the IZ will not be fining
anyone in the near future, but will eventually be
issuing points to law violators, said Rivera.  

Marry said, “We have a vital role to play both
in helping Iraq take full control and contributing
to Coalition Forces’ success.”  

Story and photos by 
Staff Sgt. Kate Neuman
214th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Airmen, IP begin patrolling IZ, enforcing laws

Senior Airman Heidi Polanski, of Mililani, Hawaii, and
Senior Airman Jaime Rivera, from Woodbridge, N.J., stand
ready for random vehicle searches in the IZ.

Staff Sgt. Robert Garner, deployed from
Maxwell Air Force Base, presents an area of
a vehicle to Loy, from the Drug Dog
Detection Team, to search for controlled sub-
stances at a traffic control point in the IZ.

ABOARD AL BASRAH OIL TERMINAL, Iraq — An
Iraqi Marine, working with U.S. security forces, said he and his
fellow Iraqis look forward to taking full responsibility for the

security of the Al Basrah (ABOT) and Khawr Al Amaya
(KAAOT) Oil Terminals. 

“It’s my duty to defend [the oil terminal]. It belongs to my
country. It belongs to my people. Our economy is based on it. I
take pride in doing so,” said the Iraqi Marine. 

Forward deployed Sailors attached to Mobile Security
Detachment 25, the unit currently assigned to protect Iraq’s two
critical oil platforms, train Iraqi Naval Marine Force personnel to
take over all close-in point defense operations aboard ABOT and
KAAOT. 

“We are not just helping the Iraqis with the safekeeping of their
oil terminals, we are teaching them how to soon takeover the pro-
tection of their country’s major asset,” said Lt. Cmdr. Chris
Jacobsen, officer in charge of MSD 25. 

ABOT and KAAOT are significant sources of revenue for the
Iraqi people — revenue that is important to rebuilding Iraq. 

“It’s very important to the way ahead and future of Iraq,
because it represents about 90 percent of the income for the
country of Iraq at this point,” Nichols said. “That economic
activity and the continued growth of economic activity is key for
Iraqis determining their future and continuing the political
process.” 

U.S. forces have provided security for the oil terminals since
April 2004, after terrorists attempted to attack the oil platforms
with an explosives-filled fishing dhow. 

MSD 25 arrived on station May 23, relieving MSD 22 after

that detachment’s six-month tour aboard the oil platforms. MSD
25 and Coalition Forces in the area surrounding the Iraqi oil ter-
minals conduct maritime security operations to set the conditions
for security and stability in the maritime environment. These
operations complement the counter terrorism and security efforts
of regional nations as well as deny international terrorists use of
the maritime environment as a venue for attack or to transport
personnel, weapons, or other material. 

Coalition Forces from the United Kingdom and Australia
joined the United States in providing Iraqi Sailors and Marines
with instruction on basic military procedures and techniques. 

“We train on how to stand a proper watch, how to work as a
team and how to deal with manning,” said Petty Officer 2nd
Class Michael Myers, an MSD 25 training team member. 

MSD 25 Sailors drill with Iraqi personnel three to four times a
day, stand under-instruction watches and give one-on-one feed-
back. 

“The common goal that we’re trying to reach is to get them on
their feet and be able to eventually stand the watch themselves,”
Myers said. 

The Iraqis appear eager to master their new role and take on
the responsibility. 

“It is my duty to protect the future of my people and its econ-
omy,” said an Iraqi Marine officer aboard ABOT. “My people are
so grateful that the United States, Great Britain, Australia and
other Coalition countries have reached out to help us.”

Story and photo by 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Joseph Ebalo
Naval Forces Central Command
5th Fleet Public Affairs

Iraqi Marines prepare to take over platform security 

An Iraqi Sailor armed with a .50 cal. machine gun
joins Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Myers for secu-
rity duty aboard Al Basrah Oil Terminal in Iraq. 



Rice: Insurgency can’t disrupt Iraqi political
progress

WASHINGTON — The recently escalating insurgency in
Iraq cannot stop the rapid, revolutionary political change that
is occurring there, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said in
a TV interview June 20 in Cairo, Egypt. Insurgents have been
doing their best to disrupt the political process that is essential
to America’s success strategy in Iraq, Rice said on Egyptian
television station Nile TV. But, Rice added, she believes
democracy will prevail. “As Iraqis see their future, as in that
political process — and now I mean the Iraqi people, not the
Iraqi leaders — then the Iraqi people will not tolerate this
insurgency,” she said. The destruction caused by insurgents is
easy to see because the media covers it extensively, but a lot
of progress is being made that people aren’t aware of, Rice
said. The Iraqi government has figured out how to accommo-
date the Sunnis’ request to have 25 seats on the constitutional
committee by appointing 15 Sunni members of the committee
and 10 Sunni consultants, she said. This will get the Sunnis
involved in the government, which Rice has stressed is key to
a successful democracy in Iraq. (By Sgt. Sara Wood, American
Forces Press Service)

Zarqawi terror group hideout destroyed
WASHINGTON — Coalition Forces raided and destroyed a
hideout used by associates of fugitive Jordanian terrorist Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi June 23, military officials in Baghdad
reported. 

During the raid, terrorists occupying the hideout near the
Hamadi Fayadah area of Baghdad attacked the Coalition
Forces, officials said. The house caught fire during the clash,
causing explosives inside the house to detonate. Multi-
National Forces secured the area for Baghdad emergency serv-
ices personnel to extinguish the fire. 

In other news from Iraq, nine Iraqis were killed and more
than 30 were wounded in a series of explosions in central
Baghdad as shopkeepers were opening their businesses for
early-morning customers June 23. 

Iraqi Security Forces quickly responded to the scenes of the
blasts, which started at 7:40 a.m. Among the dead were three
Iraqi police and six Iraqi civilians. 

Police cordoned off the scenes to prevent further civilian
casualties as Iraqi firefighters and explosive ordnance dispos-
al teams rushed to the locations to extinguish fires and dis-
mantle any unexploded ordnance. At one site, the EOD team
found 200 pounds of explosives rigged with a timing device
inside a van; they quickly and safely dismantled the impro-
vised explosive device. 

“The quick reaction and remarkable courage of the Iraqi
EOD team saved an untold number of lives today,” said Lt.
Col. Clifford Kent, Task Force Baghdad spokesman. “It’s
brave individuals like these who are leading the war on terror
here in the sovereign nation of Iraq.” 

Iraqi Soldiers captured four terror suspects after their patrol
was attacked in west Baghdad, and Iraqi Army, Iraqi police
and Coalition Forces teamed up to find weapons caches in
northeast and central Baghdad on June 22. 

Shortly before midnight, an Iraqi patrol from the 4th
Battalion, 1st Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army Division, was attacked
by terrorist gunfire. The Iraqi Soldiers cordoned off the area,
executed a search, and captured four of the attackers. The unit
took the men into custody for questioning. 

At 9 a.m. June 22, Iraqi policemen teamed up with Coalition
Forces to capture car-bomb makers and equipment. The joint
force found 16 AK-47 assault rifles, three other guns, a pro-
tective mask, 25 assault rifle magazines and 417 rounds of
ammunition. 

“Every day, Iraqi Security Forces and Coalition Forces are
conducting more than 30 combined and independent opera-
tions,” Kent said. “Iraqi Forces are taking the lead in many of
those operations, and they’re capturing terrorists, financiers
and bomb makers, plus they’re finding weapons caches thanks
in part to more citizens coming forward to provide informa-
tion.” (Compiled by American Forces Press Service from
Multi-National Force - Iraq and Task Force Baghdad news
releases.) 

Car bomb assembly site captured 
BAGHDAD, Iraq — Iraqi Security Forces arrested eight

suspected car bomb manufacturers and seized a nearly-com-
pleted car bomb, bomb-making materials and weapons during
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INTERNATIONAL ZONE, BAGHDAD, Iraq —
U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Thomas Bostick said Coalition
Forces, Iraqi  Security Forces and local residents are
working together to improve electricity, water, transporta-
tion and schools to provide a better way of life for the
Iraqi people.

“In the area of water, a tremendous amount of work
needs to be done – about $1.7 billion is planned for
water,” said Bostick as Baghdad residents suffered a water
shortage last week after terrorists hit a water plant.  

Some of the funding earmarked to pay for water and
electricity had to be reprogrammed to pay for security
forces “to give the security forces the funding they need,”
said

Bostick is commander of the Army Corps of Engineers
Gulf Region Division, headquartered in Baghdad. The
general works hand in hand with the Iraqi government to
help rebuild the country’s infrastructure, and he oversees
reconstruction efforts throughout Iraq. Bostick spoke with
reporters here at a press conference June 23. 

Of the more than 2,500 projects planned, 1,300 of those
projects have been completed at a cost of approximately
$1.5 billion. 

Construction work continues, and to date more than 600
schools out of 840 educational facilities are complete.
Leaders are working with headmasters and school teach-
ers to upgrade schools.  

“We are working on what’s called ‘mud schools,’ and
they are mud schools because the children inside the
classrooms have their feet in mud along with the teach-
ers,” Bostick said. “We are pulling them out of the mud
schools and building masonry schools, and they are get-
ting a better education.”

Although Iraqi citizens endure limited electrical power
every day, Coalition Forces have added 2,000 megawatts
to the national grid. Workers plan to add 700 megawatts
by September.

“There have been challenges in operations, mainte-
nance, training and repair parts, and we are working very
closely with the Iraqis to help in each one of those areas,”
he said. 

Improving electricity has come with a cost.
“The insurgents have challenged us in electricity [by]

damaging power lines and continuing to attack oil infra-
structure,” Bostick said.

In the area of health care — another concern of the Iraqi
people — more than 160 clinics and 30 hospitals are
planned and about one-third of the hospitals are complete. 

“This is a real team effort with the major subordinate
commands, the men and women in uniform — both the
Coalition Forces and the ISF. It’s a team effort with civil-
ians in government and contractors, who are out there put-
ting their lives on the line each and every day,” he said.

Iraqi people want to build a better future for themselves
and they are doing it every day, Bostick said. “They are on
the front lines of these projects. The majority of the proj-
ects here are being completed by Iraqis for Iraqis.”

Projects under way
despite terrorists

What a blast!

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Suzanne M. Day
U.S. Army Soldiers from Headquarters Troop, Mortar, 2nd Squadron, 278th Regimental Combat
Team fire 120 mm mortars from Forward Operating Base Bernstein, Iraq.

The place to access the latest 
MNF-I/MNC-I news, information and

policies, is online. 
Check out www.mnf-iraq.com

to stay informed.

Story by Master Sgt. Michele R. Hammonds
Command Information NCOIC



ScimitarJuly 1, 2005 Page 7

a cordon-and-search operation here June 15.
In the opening phase of a major, sustained operation —

dubbed Operation Overload — 3rd Battalion, 1st Brigade
Iraqi Intervention Force and D Company, 1st Battalion, 64th
Armor, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division,
discovered a significant cache of explosives, weapons and
equipment at the site of a terrorist “car bomb factory.”

The nearly-completed car bomb consisted of eight, 125
millimeter mortar rounds, a remote detonating system and a
timer. Inside the house where the car was parked the Iraqi
Special Commandos found more car bomb making materials,
including 10 mortar rounds, 50 pounds of high explosives,
3,000 feet of detonation court, 20 blasting caps and 10 firing
devices.  

Based on a tip from a local resident, elements of the IIF
and D Co. approached a home where they had been told car
bombs were being produced.

One Soldier quickly evaluated the car parked in front of
the house and assessed it to be a car bomb. An artillery round
was found in the trunk, which was partially open. The
Soldiers searched the house and discovered a room was
being used as a cache.

Earlier in the day, an Iraqi police patrol captured seven ter-
ror suspects during a cordon-and-search operation in the
Shawra Wa Um Jidir district of northeast Baghdad. The IPs
also found one rocket-propelled grenade launcher, 29 AK-47
assault rifles, four bolt action rifles, four cases of ammunition,
three boxes of mortar fuses and 15 old regime insignia stamps. 

In north Baghdad, Iraqi Army Soldiers, acting on a tip
from a local citizen, detained four more terror suspects and
seized another partially-constructed car bomb. The car bomb
consisted of 20 artillery rounds fused with detonation cord.

The Soldiers took the four suspects into custody for ques-
tioning and impounded the car.

Joint operation nets more than 80 suspect-
ed terrorists

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Members of the 1st of the 4th Public
Order Brigade and 1st Battalion, Wolf Brigade conducted a
joint raid June 21 to capture anti-Iraqi forces in the Al
Rasheed District of Baghdad.

The POB detained 47 suspects and confiscated numerous
suspected car bombs, rocket-propelled grenades, machine
guns and ammunition.

The 1st Bn., Wolf Bde. captured 42 detainees and confis-

cated one AK-47 rifle and a variety of materials used in the
construction of suicide vests. First Bn. later released one of
the detainees.

Suspects in water plant attack detained 
BAGHDAD, Iraq — Task Force Baghdad Soldiers

detained two men who may have been involved in sabotag-
ing the water access chamber to the Karkh Water Treatment
plant in Baghdad.

The Soldiers went to the Nassir Factory in northwest

Baghdad shortly after midnight June 23 and questioned three
guards who were guarding the water access chamber the
night it was sabotaged by terrorists.

One of the guards was not working the day of the attack
and was released. The other two guards’ stories were very
different from one another and they were both taken into cus-
tody for further questioning.

The water access chamber was damaged at 4:40 a.m. June
19. The Baghdad Water Supply Authority worked around the
clock to repair the damage until it was restored. 

Worship and Prayer Schedule for the International Zone
All services at the Community Center Chapel unless otherwise noted                                                                                            For more information, call DSN 318-239-8659

Sunday
9:30 a.m. — Choir Rehearsal
10 a.m. — Catholic Mass (Camp Prosperity)
10:30 a.m. — General Christian Worship
Noon — Episcopal/Lutheran/Anglican
2 p.m. — Latter Day Saints
4 p.m. — Catholic Confession
4:30 p.m. — Catholic Mass
6 p.m. — Contemporary Protestant

Monday-Friday
11 a.m. — Bible Study (Fri.)
Noon — Catholic Mass (Mon.-Thurs.)
Noon — Catholic Communion Service (Fri.)
5:30 p.m. — Catholic Mass (Fri. at Camp Steel Dragon)
6 p.m. — Catholic Bible Study (Wed.)
6 p.m. — Jewish Shabbat Services (Fri.)
7:30 p.m. — Prayer Service (Tue.)
8 p.m. — Bible Study (Tue-Thurs.)
8 p.m. — “The Measure of a Man” series (Mon.)

Saturday
9 a.m. — 7th Day Adventist (CSH)
10 a.m. — Catholic Mass (CSH)
12:30 p.m. — Buddhist Prayer
4 p.m. — Catholic Confession
4:30 p.m. — Catholic Mass
8 p.m. — Alpha Course

Daily Islamic Prayer
See schedules posted at prayer locations.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Trading places...

U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Brian M. Henner
Members of the former Iraqi National Guard sit in formation at 3rd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment,
Firm Base during recruitment for the new Iraqi Army in Fallujah, Iraq June 10.
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CAMP ABU GHRAIB, Iraq — They
say it is a labor of love. That’s why they do
it. Not for ascension through the ranks, not
for the glamour, but because they love
doing what they do. They are the K-9
troops of the Abu Ghraib detention facili-
ty, and being military working-dog han-
dlers is their passion. 

The Soldiers and Sailors of the Abu
Ghraib K-9 unit are military policemen
trained specifically to handle and care
for their four-legged friends. The
teams provide narcotics, contraband,
and explosive detection while also
acting as a visual deterrence to
detainees at Abu Ghraib.

The Abu Ghraib kennel master
charged with ensuring the welfare
of the handlers — along with
the four dogs in the kennel
— is Staff Sgt. Chad O.
Jones with the 529th
Military Police
Company, 95th MP
Battalion, Heidelberg,
Germany. 

Jones’ partner Bo is
a 100-pound Belgium
Malinois trained
specifically in nar-
cotics and contraband
detection. He and Bo
have been working,
eating and sleeping in
the same quarters for
one year-and-a-half, and
Jones wouldn’t trade his
job for anything in the
world, he said.

“I’ve always had a soft
spot for dogs,” Jones said.
“Being a dog handler, you
have to have a love for
your job.” 

If someone doesn’t have a
passion for being a dog
handler, they “just shouldn’t
do it,” Jones said, adding that
when the opportunity for him
to go to school to be a dog
handler came up, he jumped
at the chance.

Jones and fellow
handlers were
required to attend a
three-month
Department of Defense school before being
qualified to be military working dog han-
dlers. 

“We learned the fundamentals of control
training for the dog, along with the funda-
mentals of detection.” Jones said. 

The service members also learned all
aspects of caring for the dog, including its
health needs, Jones said.

“We’re our dog’s parents,” Jones said.

“I’m the one that makes sure he goes to the
bathroom, he’s fed every day, he’s got
water, he’s bathed and combed. I even take
him to the vet to get his teeth brushed.” 

Along with caring for and working
with the dogs, the troops are mandat-

ed by the military to put in a mini-
mum amount of training each week

with the dogs.
“We have to do a minimum
of four hours a week with our

dog just to keep him base-
line proficient,” Jones said.

Just putting in that four
hours isn’t enough, he

said. “We put hours
and hours of time

on top of what
we are

required to
train

with
these dogs.”

The welfare of
the dog is para-
mount when con-
ducting training said

Sgt. Craig T.
Lawyer, a military
working dog handler
with the 272nd MP
Co., 95th MP Bn.

The heat in Iraq can
cause a lot of prob-

lems for the dogs
on patrols, he said. 

“It doesn’t take
much for the dogs to
get overheated when

it’s 110 or 120
degrees outside,”
Lawyer said. “We
just make sure
we keep

them cool and hydrated.”
All the training is put to use on a

daily basis for the handlers and their
dogs. The teams conduct patrols
throughout the detention facility
and provide prisoner escorts to
deter insubordination among
inmates. They also perform
sweeps of the prisoner housing
areas, searching for anything out

of the ordinary. 
Working day in and day

out together, both handler
and dog inevitably create a
bond together. The bond
Jones and Bo built almost
came to a crashing halt in an
April terrorist attack on
Camp Abu Ghraib. 

Mortars, rocket-propelled
grenades, and small-arms
fire rocked the foundation of
Bo’s home. All that stood
between Bo and safety was a
locked plywood door. 

“He just dug in and
rammed the door until it
came open,” Jones said. Bo
was seen running around the
compound that day, but he
couldn’t be corralled, and
then all sight of him was
lost. 

The hours rolled
by, and there was
no sight of Bo.
“After 24 hours,
I thought he
was dead,”

Jones said. 
Two days

after the attack, Jones’ hope
for finding his companion was
waning. 

“I felt like I lost my son,”
Jones said. 

On the third day, a Marine
found Bo lying in an unused
room on the camp. Alive, but
unresponsive and bleeding, Bo

was taken to the International Zone in
Baghdad for treatment. He is still a little
tender from his escape during the attack,
Jones said. 

“We were worried that he would be trau-
matized by all the gunfire and mortar
rounds hitting so close, like a human get-
ting shell-shocked,” Jones said. “But once

the injuries and the pain were
gone, he was back to
his normal self.” 

Bo is now back to
full strength,

healthy and training. He is able to conduct
his normal patrols and training exercises,
and he shows no sign of slowing down. 

As Jones and Bo’s time in Iraq nears its
end, Jones reflected back. “Time has flown

by,” he said. Thanks to
his labor of love,
Jones’ time in Iraq

was a little
easier, he

said. 
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Story and photos by 
Spc. Jeremy D. Crisp
Multi-National Corps - Iraq Public Affairs 

Military working dog handlers
Abu Ghraib military police have passion for their unique trade

Staff Sgt. Chad O. Jones, Camp Abu Ghraib kennel master, 529th Military Police Company,
Heidelberg, Germany, has his dog, Bo, observe Sgt. Craig J. Lawyer, military working dog
handler, 272nd MP Co., Mannheim, Germany, during a training session at Camp Abu
Ghraib, Iraq. During the training session, Jones practices searching maneuvers on Lawyer
while Bo observes for any sporadic or threatening movements from Lawyer.

Staff Sgt. Chad O. Jones stands in
the waning evening sun with Bo, his
dog, at Camp Abu Ghraib, Iraq. 

Sgt. Craig J. Lawyer fights back during a training ses-
sion with a military working dog with the Camp Abu
Ghraib, Iraq, K-9 unit.
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Gas-nn-GGo:  Rock  of  the  Marne  style

CAMP TAJI, Iraq — There was a time
when full-service gas stations were the norm.
A driver would pull in, greeted by an atten-
dant who pumped gas, checked fluid levels
and even did the windows, then gave a smile
and tip of the hat as the customer left.

For the Soldiers of the 3rd Infantry
Division,  Headquarters Service & Support
Company, 603rd Aviation Support Battalion,
Aviation Brigade, who run the Forward
Arming and Refueling Point, the goal is the
same, but the threat is a lot higher then the
merry men of those gas stations ever imag-
ined.

“It’s our job to support all rotary blade air-
craft of all the Coalition members, and make
sure when they land here they get the fuel
they need and any armament, and get them
out of here as fast as possible,” said Sgt. 1st
Class Antonio Martinez, 3/5 platoon ser-
geant.

He added that the average time for a heli-
copter on the pad varies because of the
amount of fuel needed, but it can be as low
as three minutes for some aircraft.

The mission of the FARP Soldiers is evi-
dent in the platoon’s name, according to 1st
Lt. Espie George, 3/5 platoon leader.  

“The platoon is named for Class III and
Class V supplies, the fuel and ammunition.

That’s
what we

do,” said George, who calls
McMinnville, Tenn., home.

The FARP team handles
about 120 aircraft a day
according to George, and
she said her Soldiers take
great pride in their safety
record, which has been per-
fect so far, with no acci-
dents, no fuel spills and no
Soldiers injured.

Martinez, who was in the
2003 invasion of Iraq, said
it may sound simple to fuel
and rearm a helicopter, but
doing so at night, with no
lights, as the rotors are
whirling overhead makes
for a ballet of men and
machinery, where one small
mistake can mean disaster.

While they are working,
the Soldiers cannot wear
jewelry, watches or any-
thing that might cause static
electricity, Martinez said,
because the smallest
amount of current can
ignite the whole pad.

“When someone is fuel-
ing a Humvee, if a little
spills it’s not good, but you
can throw sand on it and
clean it up,” said the 29-
year-old, Philadelphia, Pa.,
native. “If we have a spill, the fuel will be
sucked up into the rotor where the static
electricity will ignite it, leading to a very sig-
nificant emotional event,” he said.

“The fact we have had a perfect safety
record so far is a direct reflection on the

[noncommissioned officers] on the line,” he
said.

The constant training the FARP
Soldiers go through makes verbal

communication unnec-
essary, and

every person knows where the other is and
what they are doing by instinct, according to
Bell, Fla., native Sgt. Michael Mayo, the
armament FARP NCO.

“I will go to the aircraft and ask what they
need. We can do any type of armament, not
just bullets, and then load from the opposite
side from where they are pumping fuel,” said
the 22-year-old veteran of four years, who
participated in the invasion of Iraq in

2003.

“Working a FARP is all about teamwork;
we have to be in sync,” said Martinez.  “We
have to get these pilots in, fill them up and
get them out to the fight,” he added.

Having the capability to pump over
110,000 gallons of fuel, Martinez said his
FARP team takes great pride in acting as a
“gas ‘n’ go” in the states for the aviators.

“Only we aren’t charg-
ing them $3.19 a

gallon,” he said
smiling.

Story and photos by 
Staff Sgt. Nick Minecci
214th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Sgt. 1st Class Antonio Martinez, 603rd Aviation Support Battalion, Aviation Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, watches a UH-60 Black Hawk take off after fuel-
ing up at the Forward Arming and Refueling Point here.  Martinez, a native of Philadelphia, Pa., said the FARP handles over 100 aircraft a day, and has had
no accidents, no fuel spills and no injuries during the time 3/5 Platoon has been in charge. 

Sgt. Michael Mayo, a Bell, Fla., native and armament Foward Arming and Refueling Point noncom-
missioned officer in charge, slides a 2.75 inch rocket onto an Apache attack helicopter during a stop
at the FARP. Mayo is with the 603rd Aviation Support Battalion, Aviation Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division. 



ScimitarPage 10 July 1, 2005

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Most people see the
war on terrorism as a global engagement
where bombs and bullets are the biggest
threat against Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors and
Marines. However, there is a strike force
here made up of two Airmen who are fight-
ing the battle against another serious threat
— a microscopic one.

Throughout history, more armies lose their
ability to accomplish their
mission because of illness
than by enemy fire, and
Airmen of the 447th
Expeditionary Medical
Squadron’s public health flight
are waging war against those
illnesses.

“Our biggest threats here
come from insect-borne dis-
eases, food handling practices,
and most of all, personal
hygiene habits,” said Capt.
Gabrielle Childs, the flight’s
commander who is deployed
from the 56th Fighter Wing at
Luke Air Force Base, Ariz.
“We are doing everything pos-
sible to monitor for insect-
borne diseases, but individual
personal protective measures
are a critical part of force pro-
tection.”

Deployed service members should ensure
uniforms are treated with permethrin, apply a
DEET-based insect repellant to exposed skin
and take anti-malarial medications as direct-
ed, she said.

In the battle against disease-infected
insects, Childs and Staff Sgt. Becky
Patterson, a public health technician, place
traps to gather sand flies and mosquitoes at
dusk on a weekly basis. The traps are then
collected at dawn and the insects are sorted
by type and sex.

Since the females of each species are the
ones that bite and carry diseases, Patterson
separates them for shipment to testing facili-

ties. Mosquitoes are test-
ed for malaria and sand
flies are tested for leish-
maniasis, a disease of
particular concern for
people deployed to Iraq.

Food safety is also an
issue here. 

“Although the people
who operate our
deployed dining facilities
do a great job at both
feeding and protecting
the troops from food-
borne illness, sometimes
it’s how troops handle
their food that can put
them at risk,” Childs
said. “By far the biggest
threat is when people
don’t wash their hands
frequently, especially
before eating.”

Patterson, who is deployed from the 42nd
Aeromedical Dental Squadron at Maxwell
AFB, Ala., said educating deployed service
members about hygiene is a primary goal. 

“Hand washing is the single most effective
way to prevent the spread of disease,” she
said. “Even just one person who disregards
good hygiene can [affect] the health of
countless other people.”

Deploying Airmen are encouraged to

check their reporting instructions for required
items to be issued to reduce the dangers of
contracting an insect-borne disease, officials
said. Once deployed, service members
should also follow all guidance for food safe-
ty and hygiene measures.

“It’s the only way we can stay ‘fit to
fight,’” Patterson said. “It’s the only way we
can prevent needless causalities and accom-
plish our mission.”

Airmen use ‘germ warfare’ to ensure force readiness
Story and photos by
Tech. Sgt. Brian Davidson
447th Air Expeditionary Group 
Public Affairs

Capt. Gabrielle Childs (left) and Staff Sgt. Becky Patterson sort sand flies and
mosquitoes that will be tested for insect-borne diseases that threaten U.S.
forces deployed to Iraq. They are assigned to the 447th Expeditionary Medical
Squadron’s public health flight.

Staff Sgt. Becky Patterson
sets a trap to catch sand
flies and mosquitoes that
will be tested for insect-
borne diseases.

Task Force Liberty guardians never sleep, always ready

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
GABE, BA’QUBAH, Iraq —There are no
walls here, just some patched razor wire
on mounds of dirt and sand. There are no
attack helicopters patrolling the sky, just a
few lonely guard shacks atop cement tow-
ers — no elaborate fortifications, just tents
and a few battle-ridden buildings.

But FOB Gabe has a secret; a very loud
secret. Metal behemoths, machines of
formed steel, called Paladins, take the
place of walls of this base and draw the
line in the sand — seemingly beckoning to
anti-Iraqi forces to cross it.

Soldiers of Battery B, 1st Battalion,
10th Field Artillery, 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, stand ready and resolved to protect
FOB Gabe and guard other FOBs as well.

“Our mission is threefold,” said Capt.
Joshua A. Snyder, commander of
Headquarters, Headquarters Battery and a
native of Carlyle, Pa. “We provide [fire]
support for missions outside the FOB and
provide counter-fire against insurgent mor-
tar and rocket attacks. We also provide
[fire] support for Forward Operating Bases
Warhorse and Scunion and the Iraq cities
of Ba’qubah and Balad.” 

Weighing 31 tons, the 155 mm Paladin

stands motionless, waiting
for the command to
release the fury held
within it — enough fire-
power to level a small
city.

“This is the main artillery
piece of the Army … it is
the Cadillac of guns,” said Staff
Sgt. Hefence C. Lubrin, a native
of Pembroke Pines, Fla., and gun
chief of 5th section. “We have to
make sure if anyone goes out the
gate, we are ready to support them.” 

In the early hours, they got their
chance — terrorists launched a
mortar round just north of
Ba‘qubah, Iraq, with hopes of
hitting FOB Warhorse, not
knowing that six miles away,
the crew of the
Paladin wait in
the last shad-
ows of dawn.

The radio in
gun five came
alive. “Fire
mission
comin’ down!”
said Staff
Sgt. Vincent
Anderson, the
fire direction

control noncommissioned officer in charge
from Fort Pierce, Fla. Within seconds, fire
coordinates flashed across the automatic
fire control system. In unison, Lubrin and
his crew yelled “Fire mission!” 

Lubrin’s crew jumped to action and
flowed over the controls with the harmony
of an orchestra to bring the Paladin to life.
The Paladin driver and Fort Worth, Texas,
native Pfc. Thomas P. Johnson, jumped in
the driver’s hatch and reved the engine to
1,000 rpm as Lubrin turned on the
hydraulics and raised the tube. Pfc. Luke
F. Connelly, number one man for 5th sec-
tion from Wautoma, Wis., prepared the

100-pound projectile for placement into
the tube.

“Permission to ram,”
Connelly said to the chief.
Lubrin confirmed the

round and gave the
command to ram.

Connelly
rammed the
round into the
tube and stepped
back as the gun-
ner, Spc.
Christopher L.
McCall, a
native of
Mobile, Ala.,
cut the gun

powder, verified the cut and charge with
the chief, placed it into the tube and
yelled,“I see red!” letting everyone know
the powder was in correctly and the breach
was ready to close.

Lubrin gave the command to close the
breach. “Gun laid on target,” Lubrin said.

“Permission to prime and hook up,”
Connelly said, and Lubrin gave the OK to
prime the cannon and hook up the lanyard.
Eleven seconds had passed as Lubrin, with
his hand raised in the air, awaited the final
approval to unleash the deadly weapon.

He received the order, brought his arm
down and yelled, “Number five, FIRE!”

The silence of the morning was broken
as the Paladin fired. Smoke and fire filled
the air as the ground trembled with a terri-
fying power. The cannon rocked as the
tube slammed back and the breach opened.

Inside the smoke-filled gun, the crew
was ready with another round, and within
seconds, another round went downrange;
then another was fired. Four rounds in all
were fired toward the enemy.

As the smoke cleared, the sun broke the
horizon. The crew heared “mission com-
plete” over the radio, and the chief ordered
everyone to stand down. The crew gave a
sigh of relief as the tube was moved back
into place and the Goliath waited again.

“We come in, we occupy, we fire,”
Lubrin said. “It is that simple.”

Story and photo by 
Staff Sgt. Peter K. Towse
42nd Infantry Division Public Affairs

A 155 mm Paladin howitzer with 1st Battery, 10th
Field Artillery, 3rd BCT, Task Force Liberty,
stands ready for a fire mission at FOB Gabe.
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LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA ANACONDA, BALAD,
Iraq — Few things color a deployment story better than
showing off that “war trophy” discovered during one of your
many exploits. You just know no one else has one like it, and
you may never see the likes of it again. 

True — don’t expect that sword in your duffle bag to ever
see American soil. 

Customs officials from the Naval Expeditionary Logistics
Support Forces work around the clock to ensure that prohibit-
ed and restricted items found in Iraq, stay in Iraq. 

Restricted items range from over-the-counter medications
to war souvenirs (unless the individual obtained written
approval from a reviewing official). Some prohibited items
include alcoholic beverages; privately-owned weapons; coun-
terfeit coins, money, postage or revenue stamps; drugs/nar-
cotics and drug paraphernalia; and personal effects of enemy
soldiers. 

As of April 15, cigarette lighters joined the growing list of
prohibited articles. 

U.S. Navy Lt. Thomas D. Appelbaum, Company A com-
mander, NAVELSF, said customs officials are responsible for
the pre-clearance of personnel as well as personal bags and
equipment. 

At the Personnel Processing Center, travelers are escorted
to the customs tent and each directed to one of 18 unoccu-
pied tables. Here personnel are briefed on prohibited and
restricted items and referred to the amnesty area as a last-
minute opportunity to get rid of unauthorized items. 

Amnesty boxes help make honest people out of travelers.
But if it still appears someone is blatantly trying to smuggle
unauthorized items, said Appelbaum, they get to spend some
time with the Provost Marshal. 

Still, most people are given the benefit of the doubt. “We
want to make the process as painless as possible,” he said.
“They may honestly not have heard certain parts of the
brief.”

Personnel are then directed to empty the contents of their
personal bag onto the table and await further instructions

from a customs border clearance
agent. Once that bag is cleared,
it is repacked and placed on the
side of the table. The same
process applies for all subse-
quent bags. 

Afterward the bags are pal-
letized and personnel are redi-
rected to a “sterile” holding tent. 

If anyone leaves the “sterile”
area, they will be subject to re-
inspection, possibly causing fur-
ther delay in reaching their
flight.

There’s always an unwitting
few who still try to slip unautho-
rized items through the cracks.
Assortments of prohibited items
like pornographic materials,
switchblades, plants, ammuni-
tion and smoke grenades
become all-too familiar to customs inspectors. Once customs
logs them in, Explosive Ordnance Disposal takes custody of
the items, and disposes of them. 

Among the most memorable confiscated items — a rocket-
propelled grenade launcher, and one civilian hand-carrying
$10,000 cash.

“If you’re carrying more than $10,000 you have to declare
it,” Appelbaum said. 

Customs also conducts “container” missions throughout
the LSA for larger numbers of personnel (redeploying units,
for example). But it seems the larger the unit, the larger the
items found during some searches. 

“We find things every day,” Appelbaum said.
The NAVELSF is the first Navy unit to assume the role of

customs. Originally an Army mission, it was passed on to the
Air Force for approximately one year. The Navy inherited the
task in February. 

These inspectors are not customs officials by trade, howev-
er. They represent various military occupational specialties
trained for two to two-and-a-half months on the customs
process prior to deployment. 

It’s not just people, however, that endure the rigors of
inspections. 

Likewise, vehicles and aircraft are not immune to search.
Appelbaum warns they should come spotless — free of earth,
sand or soil to eliminate possible spread of disease through
certain microorganisms found in soil and sand. Those that
receive a “no-go” at this station are turned away for further
cleaning and re-inspection. Inspectors pinpoint all trouble
spots and violators can correct those deficiencies right then
and there, Appelbaum said. Although there is a quick turn-
around period for correcting the deficiencies, they try to
adhere to the unit’s timeline. 

“We try to treat them like the heroes they are,” said
Appelbaum.

For more information regarding the dos and don’ts at
Customs on Logistics Support Area Anaconda, call DSN
443-7474. For general questions concerning the area of
operations, contact the Coalition Forces Land Component
Command liaison officer at 430-6438. Air Force person-
nel can access information on the AF Intranet: 
http://blab-web-n.blab.aorcentaf.af.mil/Customs/Customs.htm.

You can’t take it with you ... can you?
Story and photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer K. Yancey
27th Public Affairs Detachment

INTERNATIONAL ZONE, BAGHDAD,
Iraq — With more than $270 million worth
of projects open for local contractor bids,
130 Iraqi women attended a Women’s
Business Day at the convention center here
to learn more. 

The workshop, sponsored by the Projects
and Contracting Office with co-sponsorship
from the Gulf Region Division of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and the Joint
Contracting Command - Iraq was designed to
benefit the Iraqi business woman and the
reconstruction program, said Karen Durham-
Aguilera.

Durham-Aguilera, senior executive service
director of programs at PCO, said the goal
was “to create diplomatic and long-lasting
relationships based on our mutual desire for
peace.”

With every one in five in the Iraqi work-
force being a woman, Durham-Aguilera told
the group she is encouraged by their progress
and pleased to be part of the workshop to
further promote the involvement of women

in the reconstruction process. As a woman
with Middle Eastern roots, she noted that it’s
rare in the Arab world for women to enjoy as
much power as they do in Iraq.

“You have the freedom to build a better
future for all of Iraq and insure that the door
of opportunity is open to everyone,”
Durham-Aguilera said. “I had coaches who
helped open doors for me, and we’re here
today to help Iraqi women — to be their
coaches, to help open that door.

“Our aim is to help the women of Iraq to
network and gain a helping hand for business
opportunities and increased professional and
economic growth,” she added.

Ella Snell, director of contracting at GRD,
told the women contractors about upcoming
contract opportunities and solicitations.
Managers from six companies working
reconstruction program projects addressed
the group and presented exhibits of their
companies.

The conference provided women-owned
companies an opportunity to get to know dif-
ferent contracting officers from the Corps
and JCC-I; an opportunity for the women to
meet large business contractors to enhance
their sub-contracting opportunities; and an

immediate opportunity for women to propose
on a project, Snell said.

“Know exactly what your company has to
offer — service, product and construction —
and be the best at what you do,” said Dean
Sinclair, business development manager of
IAP worldwide. Further challenging them he
told the women to visit all of the vendors’
exhibits and “tell us what you can do for us.”

One Iraqi woman contractor, Kate, said she
usually doesn’t communicate with other con-
tractors because it’s not safe to do so.

“I am surprised at the large number of
women here today,” she said. “It is encourag-
ing.” After living in England for 20 years,
Kate returned to Iraq six years ago, and
although her company is general construc-
tion, she expressed that she does want to spe-
cialize someday. “Right now, we just take all
construction work we can get.”

Another contractor, Nadia, said her compa-
ny consists of five specialty companies —
printing, catering, supply, maintenance and
transportation. 

“We have projects in Anaconda, Bayji, Al
Asad, and at Camp Victory and Freedom
Camp in Mosul. Some of the areas are dan-
gerous, but what am I going to do? We have

to go there to work. It’s our duty,” Nadia said.
The day after the conference, event organiz-

er Iraqi-born Azza Humadi, women’s issue
coordinator for the PCO, received an e-mail
from a woman in Kirkuk saying, “… your
conference is proof that Iraqi women have the
main role in rebuilding Iraq … I hope your
next conference is for women and how they
can develop business … and about investment
in order to foster economic growth for Iraq.”

Durham-Aguilera got the same feedback
the day after the conference. “Many Iraqi
ladies told me afterwards, and some sent me
e-mails, that I touched their hearts and their
minds that day with my words and our
actions.”

Army Col. Edwin Martin, a principal for
the JCC-I, said, “We want to encourage our
prime contractors — through award incentives
— to provide maximum opportunities for
women-owned businesses to compete for sub-
contracts. We also encourage informal men-
toring by our large prime contractors with the
Iraqi women-owned small businesses.”

Currently, 91 electricity and five potable
water projects are in the reconstruction pro-
gram that will be available for local con-
tractor bids.

Women’s conference boosts Iraq’s redevelopment
By LuAnne Fantasia
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

This is not the weapon of choice in the customs tent at the Personnel
Processing Center at Logistics Support Area Anaconda. 
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Have you ever had this experience? You
walk into your workspace or office and you
feel that life is good. You want to share the
joy with your co-workers and with a big
smile on your face, you ask, “Good morning!
How are you doing?”

The people are so wrapped up in what they
are doing you barely get a grunt or a nod in
return. You feel hurt and disappointed, per-
haps wondering, did I do something wrong?

It is sad that we can all easily fall into the
trap of putting paperwork and projects before
people. Sometimes we forget how important
it is just to be a warm and approachable fig-
ure in our units. God knows I have fallen
into this hole myself. Then I think about an incident that happened and still
remains with me, and probably a number of others as well.

Years ago, I was riding a crowded subway in New York City. The train was
going from uptown to midtown during the morning rush hour. As usual, some
people were sleeping, some reading the newspaper, some doing the crossword,
and some just staring into space wishing they were back home in their warm
bed. No one spoke. No one had the look of a happy camper on their face.

Then the conductor got on the public address system. In addition to
announcing the stops, he went far beyond. He gave us little factoids about the
famed landmarks overhead that we were racing by. He updated us on the
weather conditions outside and reminded people to be careful as they exited on
the platform because “we want to see you back tomorrow.”

His voice was warm and friendly, just like an old uncle. As he spoke you
could see the jaded New Yorkers (I’m not one of them) waking up and paying
attention. People looked alive and started to talk to one another about the con-
ductor. No one left the subway without a big grin. It made our day.

Too often we live in our own bubble, getting so caught up in our problems
and needs we forget the simple things that are so important. “Small” things like
wishing our fellow Soldier or shipmate a good day. Like smiling because life
is a great gift to enjoy. Like noticing all the landmarks we run across instead of
racing past them. Like saying thank you and really meaning it. Like letting
ourselves just be human.

In a tube of steel going 60 mph on a cold New York morning, I learned a
powerful lesson from that subway conductor, and his warmth continues to
cheer me. May his example inspire us in our humanity and in our relationships
with others.

The fear of The Lord is the instruction of wisdom;
And before honor goes humility. - Proverbs 15:33
God bless and stay great!

By Chaplain (Cmdr.) Mitchell Schranz
Multi-National Force - Iraq Chaplain

Just be human
CHAPLAIN’S TALK

Chaplain Schranz 

WASHINGTON — Louis H. Wilson, 85,
Medal of Honor recipient for heroic actions
fighting enemy forces at Fonte Hill, Guam,
Mariana Islands, in World War II, and 26th
Commandant of the Marine Corps, died June 21
at his home in Birmingham, Ala., with his fami-
ly present. 

A hero by any definition, Gen. Wilson was
just a young captain and placed in command of
Company F, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd
Marine Division, when, although wounded sev-
eral times, he succeeded in capturing and hold-
ing the strategic high ground in his regimental
sector against a numerically greater force, which
contributed significantly to the ultimate victory
on Guam.

Wilson “repeatedly exposed himself to the
merciless hail of shrapnel and bullets, dashing
fifty yards into the open on one occasion to res-
cue a wounded Marine lying helpless beyond
the front lines. Fighting fiercely in hand-to-hand
encounters, he led his men in a furiously waged
battle for approximately 10 hours,” according to
his Medal of Honor citation. Because of the
wounds he received in the fierce fighting, then
Capt. Wilson was evacuated to U.S. Naval
Hospital San Diego where he remained until
Oct. 16, 1944.

President Harry S. Truman personally thanked
Wilson by presenting his award in a special cer-
emony at the White House in Washington. 

Besides earning the nation’s highest honor for
heroism in combat, Wilson served in a variety of
command and staff positions, which included
service in Korea and command of The Basic
School at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va. He
graduated from the National War College in June
1962 and after a second tour at Headquarters, he
returned to 1st Marine Division at Camp
Pendleton, Calif., as the assistant chief of staff,
G-3, deploying with the division first to
Okinawa, Japan, and then to Vietnam. 

This was followed by duty as commanding
officer of 6th Marine Corps District in Atlanta. 

Wilson was promoted to brigadier general in
November 1966 and was the legislative assis-
tant to the Commandant of the Marine Corps in
1967 and 1968. This was followed by a tour as
chief of staff, Fleet Marine Forces, Pacific and
commanding general, I Marine Amphibious
Force and 3rd Marine Division on Okinawa.
Wilson became director of the Education Center
at MCB Quantico in 1971, and in 1972 he
assumed command of Fleet Marine Forces,
Pacific. 

He was appointed Commandant of the Marine
Corps July 1, 1975. In October of 1978, Wilson
achieved full membership on the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. 

Wilson retired June 30, 1979, and will always
be remembered as skillfully guiding the Marine
Corps through the turbulent and challenging

post-Vietnam era. During his tenure as comman-
dant, he laid a firm foundation of high standards
and demanding training that ensured that the
Marine Corps remained a modern, mobile, gen-
eral purpose, combined arms force with
amphibious expertise prepared for low and high
intensity combat against a wide-spectrum of
potential foes around the globe.

“The entire Marine Corps family is saddened
by the passing of Marine Gen. Louis Hugh
Wilson, Jr., our 26th Commandant, and we
extend our deepest sympathies to his family and
friends,” said Gen. Michael W. Hagee,
Commandant of the Marine Corps.

“Gen. Wilson was a forward-thinker who was
ahead of his time. As commandant from 1975-
1979, he stressed modernization, readiness,
expeditionary capabilities and integrated fire-
power — areas that we still concentrate on
today. His legacy of valor and leadership will
live forever in the Marine Corps.” 

After his military retirement in June of 1979,
Wilson lived in Mississippi and California, and
subsequently moved to be near family in
Birmingham. During this time he felt privileged
to serve on the boards of Merrill Lynch,
Burlington Resources and the Fluor
Corporation. 

Wilson’s culminating act of public service
occurred in October of 1995, when at age 75 he
addressed a Joint Meeting of the U.S. Congress
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the end
of World War II.

Wilson is survived by his wife, Jane Clark
Wilson; daughter, Janet Wilson Taylor; son-in-
law Jarred O. Taylor II; and grandsons Jarred O.
Taylor III and Louis Wilson Taylor, all of
Birmingham, Alabama. 

Wilson’s full biography is available at
www.usmc.mil.

WWII Medal of Honor recipient,
former commandant dies at 85
By Headquarters Marine Corps 

U.S. Marine Corps photo
Gen. Louis H. Wilson, 85, Medal of Honor
recipient for heroic actions fighting
enemy forces at Fonte Hill, Guam,
Mariana Islands, in World War II, and 26th
Commandant of the Marine Corps, died
June 21 at his home in Birmingham, Ala.,
with his family present.

The place to access the latest MNF-I/MNC-I
news and information is online. Check out

www.mnf-iraq.com to stay informed.
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INTERNATIONAL ZONE, BAGHDAD, Iraq —
Children around the world have wished their fathers the
best and prayed for their safe return as they’ve seen them
off to fight the war on terrorism. But when Sgt. James A.
Crowell found out his father, Lt. Col. George J. Crowell,
was being deployed to Iraq, he “volunteered” to join him.

“I thought there was no point me sitting in Korea for a
year when my dad is here. I’d rather be here with him,”
said Sgt. Crowell, who was a scout sniper with the 82nd
Airborne Division during the first phase of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, from March to December 2003. 

Now a 2nd Infantry Division designated marksman and a
rifle team leader, Sgt. Crowell arrived last August, assigned
to “Dog” Company, 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment
(Air Assault), 2nd Brigade Combat Team based at Fort
Corrigador, Ar Ramadi.

Deployed from the 98th Division (Institutional Training)
Headquarters G-4, Rochester, N.Y., Lt. Col. Crowell, from
Sayre, Pa., is an Army Reserve Soldier who spent 14 years
on active duty and another 12 in the reserve — including
service in Iraq in Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm in
1990 and 1991 with the 1st Armored Division. He arrived in
September and is the liaison officer for the Ministry of
Defense J-4, here.

Although serving in the same country, father and son are
separated by 100 miles of potential hostilities, but thankfully,
George said, they have been able to spend a few days togeth-
er and share their experiences in rebuilding Iraq. The most
recent was here, but the first involved some hectic holiday
traveling for the elder Crowell.

“I went out there on Christmas Eve,” George recalled. “I
took a CH-46 [helicopter] flight out of Washington Landing
Zone. I got to [Camp] Blue Diamond, and from Blue
Diamond I took a Marine convoy and went to Junction City,
and from Junction City I took an M-1 Bradley convoy to
Corrigador that was taking them Christmas dinner.

“It was a bit of a trip,” he admitted, “But it was actually a
Christmas present to Jim. It was a surprise; he didn’t know I
was coming.”

Jim said that Christmas present was a highlight of his tour.
“It was a great time, although a bit weird — instead of

talking about the usual dad/son things, I was looking over his

equipment and helping him understand a lot of the habits and
field-craft techniques that have kept me safe,” Jim said. “It
was great to see a familiar face though — to be with family
even though I was over here.”

“We got to spend Christmas together; we got mortared
together,” George said, adding it was good for him to see his
son at his forward operating base. “It was a chance for me to
see what it is like for them.”

In a recent trip to the IZ, Jim got to see what daily life is
like for his father, and meet his coworkers and Iraqi counter-
parts at the MoD, where the senior Crowell is helping the
Iraqi Army develop their logistics and combat service support.

For every Soldier out tracking down the terrorists, others
are providing them supplies and support. The Iraqi Army has
to have the same support for their Soldiers, Lt. Col. Crowell
said. “We’re building the Iraqi Army from the inside out.
They actually watch us take care of our Soldiers, and then
they get the chance to do it for their Soldiers.”

“I just do the regular stuff … patrols, observation points,
raids — we do it all,” said the younger Crowell of his
infantry job working “to clear Ramadi of insurgent activity.”

“There is a lot of [improvised explosive device] activity

out there, a lot of snipers, so that’s what we’re up against,”
Jim continued. “There’s been an influx of not just fighting
Iraqis who are upset that we kicked out the old regime,
we’re actually fighting insurgents with military training –
people from every Arabic country in the region that want to
get a stab at us — and their methods are a lot more grue-
some than beforehand. … They know our tactics, they see
how we operate, and we have to develop new ones.”

There is a sense of accomplishment in his military service
Jim said, more so in his tour in Iraq with the 82nd. “I had
taken part in history by bringing freedom to the troubled
people of Iraq, I had helped make the world a better place.
As far as this tour is concerned, I feel there is more that we
could be doing to fight the insurgency in Ramadi. It’s just so
hard because we are fighting an often unseen enemy.

“The best part of my tour has been that in all that my
Fire Team has been through and seen, we are all still alive
and in one piece, and of course, the chance to spend
Christmas in a war zone with my Dad!” Jim exclaimed.

Although working with the MoD has been difficult,
George said teaching the Iraqi officers “has been very, very
rewarding.” Finding continuity important to the training
mission, he said he is even thinking of extending his one-
year tour to 18 months, before he returns home and

resumes his job as a high school teacher and continues gradu-
ate school.

As a father George said he supports his son’s decisions,
including his choice to voluntarily return to Iraq. “That was
his option; that was his choice. As a father, of course, you
worry.

“We’re real proud of him,” George said speaking for the
rest of the family — his wife and two daughters at home.
“We’ve just always asked that he does his best at what he
decides to do.”

Jim’s decision to join the Army in August 2000 came from
his desire to follow in his father’s footsteps and serve his
country, he said. “And because ever since I was a little boy, I
wanted to be a ‘Green Beret.’”

Jim said he will pursue that beret when his unit redeploys
to Fort Carson, Colo., in a couple of months and he begins
the Special Forces Qualification Course in the fall to become
an 18C – Special Forces Demolitions and Engineering
Specialist. 

“I plan on staying in the Army because I love what I do
and I’m following my dream,” Jim said. “I would like to
eventually become a Special Forces Warrant Officer.”
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Son joins father for their second tour in Iraq

Lt. Col. George J. Crowell and his son Sgt. James A.
Crowell prepare to say goodbye outside the U.S.
Embassy, Baghdad in the International Zone. Both are
serving their second tour in Iraq.

Story and photo by Staff Sgt. Brett B. McMillan
Scimitar Editor

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
O’RYAN, BALAD, Iraq — Soldiers from
Task Force Liberty are working to improve
the way of life for Iraqis while also teaching
them to develop reconstruction projects on
their own.

Task Force 1/128 is helping local villages
to facilitate projects that will aid them in get-
ting clean drinking water, renovating their
schools, improving their agriculture and
receiving supplies for their medical clinics.

Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry
Regiment, Wisconsin Army National Guard
and Troop K, 3rd Squadron, 278th Armored
Calvary Regiment, Tennessee Army National
Guard, make up TF 1/128 and are actively
working to train and prepare the local Iraqi
Security Forces and government officials to
take control of everyday operations in Iraq.

Helping the locals with projects of this
nature allows the Iraqis to see that Coalition

Forces are not here to occupy their country,
but to assist them in improving their way of
life, said Sgt. 1st Class Jean Briggs, a civil
affairs team leader with the 411th Civil
Affairs Battalion, from Danbury, Conn.

“They have been neglected for 35 years,
and our job is to show them that we are here
to help them and let them know that we are
not here to dictate how they run their lives,”
Briggs said. “The majority of the people
seem to realize that we are here to help. I

would say 90 percent of them are apprecia-
tive and willing to help us help them.”

The majority of projects the Soldiers do
are humanitarian in nature and are geared
towards Iraq’s future, said Capt. Paul
Shannon, a native of Clarksville, Tenn., and
commander of Troop K. 

“The young Iraqi children are the ones who
are going to make the future of Iraq a suc-
cess,” he said. “We are talking 10 to 15 years
down the road. The education of the ones in
the elementary, primary and high schools of
today ... is first and foremost our priority.”

Shannon said his Soldiers are not con-
ducting large reconstruction projects; they
are just trying to improve the villages a lit-

tle bit at a time.
“It is not much,” he said. “I am not building

entire schools at this point. I am just fixing
roofs that leak, providing fresh water tanks for
the children, small things of that nature.”

The Soldiers have been helping improve a
water treatment plant, the roofs of a school
and local clinic, but soon they will be turning
these types of missions over to the city coun-
cil and local security forces, Shannon said.

“I keep telling them my time here is limit-
ed,” Shannon said. “They need to take advan-
tage of it and help me facilitate these projects
and work with us to learn how a government
is supposed to work, so when I am gone, they
are able to facilitate their own projects.”

Because Iraqi officials will be taking over,
one thing Shannon said his Soldiers are try-
ing to do is let the Iraqi people see that their
elected officials and military personnel care
about their well-being.

“I try to put somewhat of an Iraqi face on
it,” Shannon said. “We are trying to get away
from the Coalition doing everything for the
Iraqi government and are trying to get the
Iraqi Army involved.”  

Shannon said the local government offi-
cials and Soldiers are doing well, but they
still have more to learn before Coalition
Forces turn operations over to them.

“The Iraqi government is just not quite
there yet,” Shannon said. “They are making
leaps and bounds every day. Eventually, they
will take care of their own infrastructure.
Right now we are just trying to give them a
little boost.”

Coalition Soldiers help improve way of life for Iraqis
Story and photo by 
Sgt. Jennifer J. Eidson
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

A young Iraqi girl solves a math problem
on a chalkboard at an all girls school
near FOB O’Ryan. Soldiers from TF
1/128 have helped renovate the school.
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LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA ANACONDA,
BALAD, Iraq — The Air Force Theater Hospital at
LSA Anaconda appears to be no more than a confusing
labyrinth of crude temper tents at first glance, but there
is nothing simple about the mission of the health care
professionals who work here. 

Many of the approximately
320 staff members here
deployed from Wilford Hall
Medical Center at Lackland
Air Force Base, Texas. The
staff also comprises personnel
from the U.S. Air Force,
Army, Navy and Marines,
including active and reserve
component service members,
and 20 staff members hail
from Australia.

Likewise, the patient mix
includes local nationals,
Coalition Forces, Iraqi
Security Forces and enemy
prisoners of war.

Behind the temper tents sits
a helipad designed to accom-
modate up to four medical
evacuation helicopters, but the
hospital has had as many as
six aircraft on the pad at one
time, according to Australian
Lt. Col. David Collins, the
day shift nursing supervisor.
He explained that some
patients, especially from the
local area, come in for sur-
gery. However, most patients
transferred from other combat support hospitals have
already undergone surgery and come here for stabiliza-
tion. Some patients are eventually evacuated to
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany for fur-

ther treatment, but most return to their units or homes.
On June 22, the emergency department was hopping

as chopper after chopper brought in new patients, rang-
ing from gunshot wounds to chest pain to broken toes.
Australian Army Sgt. Tarese Heath is an ED nurse who
treated many patients that day.

“The best thing about my job is helping patients, the
ones we don’t think will make it, and then hearing from
the doctors in Landstuhl that they do make it,” said the

Brisbane, Australia native.
Conversely, the hardest part
of her job is losing patients,
especially the younger ones,
and seeing badly wounded
patients. However, the wide
background of the hospital’s
staff members and the variety
of patients’ injuries and ill-
nesses that come through the
door ensures that they are
always learning new tech-
niques and better ways to
provide care.

“I never would have
gained these skills I learned
here otherwise,” Heath said.
“This is what I have been
training for in my seven
years in the Australian
Regular Army.”

The ED health care spe-
cialists are ready when each
new patient arrives after
being taken off the medevac
helicopters. Nurses, medical
technicians, X-ray techs, a
pharmacist, doctors and other
specialists gather around
each patient, doing a syn-
chronized dance of assess-

ment and treatment. 
“It is very different here from serving in the U.S.,”

Story and photos by Maj. Patricia C. Anderson
Command Information Officer

Staff members of the emergency department at Air Force Theater Hospital in Balad, Iraq, discuss
the status of a patient from the Iraqi Security Forces with the air ambulance crew June 22.

See HOSPITAL, Page 16

Anaconda multi-service hospital staff
overcomes difficulties to treat patients

Coalition Corner
... highlighting countries 
serving with MNF-Iraq

Azerbaijan
local name: Azarbaycan Respublikasi

The Republic of Azerbaijan is located in Southwest Asia, bordering
the Caspian Sea, Armenia, Georgia, Iran, Russia and Turkey. Size-wise,
it is slightly smaller than Maine with a population of 7.9 million.
Azerbaijani is the official language here, but some Russian and
Armenian is spoken in various regions. 

Azerbaijan has a republic government, and the Azerbaijani manat is
its official currency. Azerbaijan has a wonderful mix of history and
modern attractions. This country is believed to be one of the initial cra-
dles of human culture; research suggests primitive man settled in this
area almost two million years ago. Baku, the nation’s capital, is home to
an important fire temple of the Persian religion Zoroastrianism, a preva-
lent regional religion in older times. Ichari Sharhar, a medieval walled
city also known as the Inner City, is one of the oldest continuously
inhabited areas of not only the country, but also the Middle East. The
Apsheron Peninsula begins just a few miles away from Baku, and it
boasts several medieval castles as well as mosques. It also is home to
the famous Atesgah Fire Temple, believed to be a sacred Zoroastrian
since the 6th century. The village of Qobustan features over 39 square
miles of rock paintings, some dating over 10,000 years. The amazing
open-aired Qobustan Museum features Neolithic rock drawings with
over 4,000 inscriptions dating back 12,000 years and Latin graffiti dat-
ing back 2,000 years. 

Not only does Azerbaijan have brain-stimulating attractions, its popu-
lar dishes have tastebud-stimulating effects. One of the most popular
national foods is plov, a rice pilaf that comes in more than 100 varieties.
Another favorite is piti, a savory mutton-based soup with chickpeas,
onion and potato, slow-cooked to perfection. Dovgha, a yogurt and
spinach-based soup with rice and meatballs, and kutab, pastries stuffed
with spinach or pumpkin, are just two of many more delicious
Azerbaijani dishes.  

Besides historic lands and delicious food, Azerbaijan is also home to
world-famous people. Musa Manarov, also an Azerbaijani, was the first
cosmonaut in the
world to stay in
space for over a
year, and Faroukh
Bulsara, who is bet-
ter known as
Freddy Mercury of
the legendary rock
group Queen, was
born in Tanzania to
Azerbaijani parents.

Azerbaijan — yet
another piece of the
Multi-National
Force - Iraq puzzle,
dedicated to rebuilding Iraq.

References: www.cia.gov, www.lonelyplanet.com, www.zerbaijan.com,
www.answers.com, www.noc-aze.org, www.worldtravelguide.net,
http://azer.com, http://news.bbc.co.uk.

Coalition Corner is compiled by Sgt. Misha King, assistant editor, 
scimitar@iraq.centcom.mil.

Australian Air Force Lt. Cdr. (Dr.) Miller listens
to the breathing on an emergency department
patient complaining of chest pain at Air Force
Theater Hospital in Balad, Iraq.



said U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Cameron B.
Davis, medical tech deployed from Lackland.
Because of his critical care specialty, he
works in the ED and Intensive Care Units
here. “For example, the need for various

translators is much higher, whereas at
Lackland we only needed Spanish translators.

“Working in a tent is a little different
atmosphere,” he added. “Climate control and
electricity are constant challenges.”

The staff in ICU 3 treats local national
patients. Although it normally holds 10 beds,
it is staffed for and can accommodate up to
20 patients. U.S. Army Lt. Col. Emily Kent-

Street is nurse manager/flight commander for
the ward, which has three nurses, five respira-
tory therapists, five doctors and 10 medical
techs. Kent-Street, an Army Reserve nurse,
works in a similar capacity at a civilian hos-
pital back home in Dallas. 

“It is predominantly trauma-based here,”
Kent-Street said. She noted that the staff has
issues dealing with the temper tents and sup-

ply shortages, “[so] we have to be very adap-
tive and innovative.” 

She said that not only does the staff learn
from one another, but they are also learning
Arabic to help communicate with the
patients instead of relying so heavily on
translators. “I think [joint service] is the
future of military medicine. The world is
becoming a smaller place.”
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June  24  5k  race  standings
Overall:
1) #11367 Marty Harnish 17:37
2) #11334 Daniel Selassil 17:51
3) #11324 Wes Hayes 18:38

Men 40 & over:
1) #11190 Paul Aufschlager 19:23
2) #11173 Brendan Toth 19:40
3) #11302 Sidney Owens 20:36

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA ANACONDA, BALAD,
Iraq — The Off the Wall band played a concert at the
Sustainer Indoor Theater June 16. They played a variety of
songs from classic rock to today’s country.

Everyone who attended the concert seemed to have a great
time, but the band said they enjoyed themselves just as much.

“It’s unforgettable because the worst conditions produce
the best crowds,” said Jevon McGlory, a lead singer for the
band.  

“We named this tour of ours the Elusive Comfort Tour for
a reason.”

The band has toured all over the world, and they seem to
have a special place in their hearts for military crowds, espe-
cially the Logistics Support Area Anaconda crowd.

“The crowds have been amazing and military crowds are

the best audiences I’ve seen,” said Sam Wright, lead gui-
tarist for the band. “Anaconda’s crowd was off the hook
and the venue was great.”

“The crowd’s energy fed on to us and we were all just
having a good time,” said Wright.

The band is from Los Angeles and said that they seem
to be appreciated more here than in their hometown.

“It’s great here; we don’t get this much love at home,”
said Jerome Besoey, bassist for the band. “There are
bands just like us all over California, and out here it just
seems like we are really appreciated.”

For most of the band members this was their first tour
to Iraq. However, this was the third tour for the band’s
drummer, Jon Bullock, and probably not the last.

“This is my third trip to Iraq and every trip is differ-
ent,” he said. 

“Every trip I have done has been a great experience,”
Bullock said. “As long as there are Soldiers here I’ll be
coming back to support you.”

ff the  
Story and photo by Pfc. Mark B. Matthews
27th Public Affairs Detachment

Above, just 3.2 miles
to go, runners and
fitness-minded folks
in the International
Zone set their watch-
es and take off on the
route. Left, winner of
the 39 and under
women’s category,
Carney Elias, cross-
es the finish line.
More than 80 people
took part in the 5k
race. The next race
will be July 29.

Photos by James D. Gordon, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers

The band put on a high-energy performance with a vari-
ety of songs from over the years at the Sustainer Indoor
Theater at Logistics Support Area Anaconda June 16.

OO HHookookWWall is off the 

Women 39 & under:
1) #11394 Carney Elias 21:21
2) #11397 Naomi Creel 21:41
3) #11379 Donna Dey 25:55

Women 40 & over:
1) #11391 Moira Carpenter 22:42
2) #11338 Lilia Fannin 30:22
3) #11339 Michele Hammonds 31:17

Ready?

Set  ...

GO!


