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The Official Newsletter of the 116th Brigade Combat Team

116 BCT * Snake' becomescombat patch

by Capt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

FOB WARRIOR, Irag-
The 116th Brigade Combat
Teamdffiddly authorizedwesr
of its characterigtic “snake
patch” for wear as a combat
patchinaceremony held here
April 8.

The historic move comes
amog three months after the
unit assumed authority from
Hawaii’'s2nd BCT for military
ground operations in the
provinces of Kirkuk and
Sulaymaniyah, Irag. This is
the first time the unit, in its
current configuration, has
fought in acombat zoneand
thefirsttimethe116thBCT
patch has been authorized
as acombat patch.

“This ceremony marks a
very Sgnificant momentinthe
higtory of the 116th Brigade
Combet Team,” saidBrig. Gen.
Alan Gayhart, commander of
the116thBCT. “Our unit petch
now joinsthose of other units
that have fought proudly in
combat to defend the
freedomsweadl hold dearly.”

The ceremony was
attended by representativesof
all subordinate commands of
the 116th BCT, as well as
severa coalition and Iragi
military dignitaries.
Distinguished attendees
included Brig. Gen. Gayhart,
42nd Infantry Division
Commander Mg. Gen. Jossph
Taluto, 31st lragi Army
Brigade Deputy Commander

We need to all take a
moment to remember our

CSM Briefing

by 116th BCT Command Sgt. Maj. Leroy Lewis

counterpartssncewesarve
together for

fdlenComrades
Sgt. 1st Class
Mark Warren,
Sgt. 1st Class
Robbie  D.
McNary, and
Saf Sgt. Kevin
D.Davis. These
are all great
Soldiersandwill

longer periods
of time and
know their
families 1,likea
lot of other
ldies aieda
the ceremony. |
tried not to
because | was

be remembered

with honor. May the good

Lordbewiththerfamilies
AsaNationd Guard

Brigadeweareclosertoour

brothersand sgersinarms

than our active duty

always told
when | was a
childmendonotcry. | know
now that waswrong, asmy
wife would say it isok to
ay. Letusnever forgetwhat

Continued on page?2

Brig. Gen. Ayad, 31st 1A
Brigade PublicAffairsOfficer
Lt. Col.Khdlil,andIragj Police
Services Mg. Gen. Sherko,
Kirkuk PoliceChief.

Leaders addressed those
in attendance and soldiers
good in formation with their
combat patches covered until
they were uncovered as part
of theceremony.

“The combat patch
ceremony represents yet
another sgnificant milestone
in the 116th’'s service in the
globd war onterrorism,” said
Gayhat.

Working with its Iragi
patners the116 BCT isfilling
animportant rolein effortsto
establish a secure and
prosperous environment in
the provinces of Kirkuk and
Sulaymaniyah. The unit's
multi-faceted mission aso
includes aiding the lraqgi
government, supporting
economic and infrastructure
deve opment, and facilitating
communications.

The 116 BCT includes
headquarters and staff

FdlowWariors,
Dignity and Respect.
These words are most

Commander’s Corner

by Brigadier General Alan Gayhart, Commander

the 1SF, wewill continueto
eiminate theinsurgency to
reduce the number of

is to train and develop the
Iragi security forces(1SF) to
assume regiond control of
security in this province,
without relying on the
coditionforces. Aswetrain

associated with our misson  insurgentsthel SEwill have
here in the toface

Kirkuk To ensure
Province. As the success of
many of you the ISF, it is
aeavae there critical that the
are dgnificant average Iraqi
differences in citizen have
the conditions faith in the
of our mission government
herein Kirkuk BG Gayhart and the
and those found in security forces.
Baghdad. Our missonhere  Wemust bresk the cycle of

violence that this country
has used throughout
history to resolve
differences. Too often,

Continued on page?2

sections twoarmor battaions,
a mechanized infantry
battalion, asupport battaion,
afidd atillery battdion, an
engineer battalion, and
various intelligence, Sgnal,
andpedidizedunits The116
BCT is one of severd Army

,4 7 : .}"
Capt. ColePackwood, HHC, 116 BCT commander and Lt. Col.
JohnWalsh, TF 1-163 Infantry commander, in front of their forme-

tionsat theceremony. (Photoby Lt. Col. Gordon Petrie, IO Tm.Chief)

National Guard units
deployed in support of
Operationlragi Freedoml |l as
part of the global war on
terroriam.
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gade Combat Team Public Affairs Office. It isthe offi-
cial command information publication of the 116th
BCT. This publication’s intent is to provide timely
and relevant information to the soldiers, familiesand
employersof the 116th BCT.

Shakebites Staff

Capt. Monte Hibbert
PublicAffarsOfficer

Staff Sgt. Jack White
PublicAffarsNCO

Spc. Cathy Alberto
PublicAffairs Specidist

Submission Policy

The Snakebites staff welcomes submissions from its
readers. If you have an article and/or photo that you
feel would be appropriate for this publication please
e-mail it to monte.hibbert@us.army.mil or drop it by
the PAO officein Bldg. 370, FOB Warrior.

Medialnterview Tips
* Alwaystell thetruth.
* Assume that everything you say will be used and
attributed to you. Avoid “ Off the record” conversa-
tions with reporters. If you don’'t want to see it in
print or on television, don’t say it.
* Stay in your lane; talk only about things for which
you are responsible.
* Do not speculate.
* |t'sok to say: “I don't know.”
* Refer specific recruiting questionsto your recruiter.
* If you can’'t answer a reporter’s question, explain
why. For example, if theincident is under investiga-
tion, just let the reporter know.
* Alwaysremain calm and professional.
* Practice what you want to say in front of amirror or
afriend to become more comfortable.
* Beyourself. You have agreat story to tell and your
community wantsto hear it!
* Discuss what you know, provided OPSEC is not
violated.

*xxxxxx ATTENTION MEDIA OUTLETSF*******
The 116th BCT hasho release authority for information about
casulties or deaths. This falls to our higher headquarters.
Please don't query us directly for this information. Thank
you.

Iragi 101 Languageand cusoms

| thought | would do a
quick refresher on the lan-
guage and customs used by
those who spesk Arabic, re-
gardless of their religious or
ethnic background. Thesug-
gedtionsput forward hereare
somewhet different than the
“textbook” Arabic| included
inpreviousarticles

First andforemogt, noone
isignoredinArab or Kurdish
culture. If youaretakingtoa
group of people, in or out-
doors, say hdllo to everyone,
and shaketheir hands. | have
noticed that we don't aways
do this, and the locd Iragis
have gotten used toit. How-
ever, they are generally
pleased when we abide by
their traditional customs.

ASYyou pass someone on
the street you can wave, or
wave and say Salaam or
Salaamu aaykum or don't

by Lt.Col. Dean Hagerman
gregtings. By theway, Sdaam
is nothing but a shorter and
lessformd versonof Sdaamu
daykum.

When you approach
someone to talk, in or out-
doors, givethegreeting of the
day SabaaH al-khair or
Masaeh d-khair, and then as
you shake their hand say
Sdaamudykum. If they say it
to you firg, respond by say-
ingAlaykumsdaam.

If you want to have a bit
more small talk, you can ask
how they are doing, Shlonek
or Kayfadek. If you or they
arewd|, say Zainorif youare
doing exceptiondly wel and
exuberant Al hamdulldaghis
gopropriate.

If you are seeted or other-
wise occupied and someone
enterstheofficeor goproaches
you, you can Allah bil khair
which means*“God isgood.”

ing “how you doin’.” It'sa
friendly gesture that says
something meaningful, with-
out redly saying anything.
Some other phrases that
are helpful and can be
orinkled into any conversa
tion,Arabicor English. Thank
you is Shukran and Mom
noon is saying, “I appreci-
ateit.” Moomkinisaphrase
| just recently learned. Itlit-
erally means, “Is it pos-
shle?” However, in usage
it actually means the same
as “Excuse me” as you
would say whenyou aretry-
ing to get by someone, or if
you accidentally bump into
someone. Two last words
you should know, naam and
laah, which mean*“yes’ and
“no” respectively. With
these phrases, you should
be able to initiate a polite,
and hopefully, productive

wave and say ether of these  For Arabsis sort of likesay-  conversation.
PHRASE RESPONSE
SabaaH d-khar Good morning SabaaH d-noor  Good morning
MasaaH d-khair Good evening MasaaH d-noor ~ Good evening
Sdaamudaykum  Pescebeuponyou  Alaykumsdaamu  And onyou be peace
Shlonek or Kayfalaak How areyou Zain Good
Al-hamdullalaah Praise God (Outstanding) Shukran Thank you
Mom noon | appreciateit
Moomkin Excuse me

Commanders Corner... €xpect if the roles were so everyone a home and in

Continued from pagel
Iragi’s solve their differences
through violence, rather than
dialogue and negotiation.
Thiscycleof violenceiswhat
Sadeam used to control the
peopleinirag.

We mugt st the example
for lIragi's on how to
peacefully resolvedifferences
By understanding our Rules
of Engagement, eech of uscan
makethe decison whether to
usedeadly forceor nat, inthe
stuationswefacedally. When
dedling with innocent Iragis,
treat them with the same
dignity and respect wewould

reversed. Thisincdudesbeing
professional when we
interrogate citizens, and dso
not running Iragi vehicles off
the highway, Smply because
they arenear our convoys. By
beingfirm, but professond to
al citizens, wewill bresk the
cycle of violence that has
plagued this society for
centuries.

Be sofe and take care of
each other.

“WarriorsFirs”

CSM Briefing...

Continued from pagel
thesegreat soldierssacrificed,

Irag can enjoy the freedoms
we hold so dearly.
Wehavedmos hitthehalf
way pointincountry, wehave
done well on sfety, and it is
getting better dl the time.
More people are buckling up
and following the safety
guiddines. Kegpupthegood
work and remember that the
hotwegtheriscomingup. Use
the buddy system to watch
out for eech other. 1t will get
up in the 120's sometime
duringthesummer monthsand
we need to remind everyone
to drink water. Keep up the
goodwork.
WarriorsHr4-CSM Lewis
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Sunday

0630- Protestant M orning Prayer
0800- Gospd Service

1000- Contemporary Wor ship

1130- CathdlicMass

1430- L atter-Day-Saints

1630- PraissDanceRehear sl

1830- Protegtant Evening Prayer
1900- Protestant Wor ship Service
1930- L atter-Day- Saints(@theL RC)
2015- Churchof Chrigt Service
Monday
1130- CathdlicMass
1900- L adiesFdlowship
1945- Godly Father §Godley HushandsBibleSudy
(@LearningResour ceCenter)
Tuesday

1130- CathdlicMass

1600- Churchof Chrig BibleSudy
1900- Protestant Band Practice
1900- RCIA (@Chapd Admin. Office)
2145- SFSBibleSudy

Wednesday

1900- BibleSudy

2130- Praiseand Wor ship Rehearal
Thursday

1130- CathdicMass

1900- Protestant Band Practice
Friday

1130- CatholicMass

1900- Gospd Choir Practice

2000- SFSBibleSudy (@ Chapd Admin. Office)
Saturday

1900- CatholicMass

2115-Rosary & Mass(DFAC)

Freedom (Air Force) Chapd Schedule

Aloha Chapel Schedule

Sunday

0800 - Episcopal Service

0900 - Catholic Mass

1000 - General Protestant

1400 - CatholicMass

1530- LDS

2000 - AA Meseting
Tuesday

1900 - Men'sFellowship
Wednesday

2000 - Bible Study
Thursday

1930- Bible Study
Saturday

1930- Gospel Service

Seeds become harvests

by Chaplain (Lt. Col.) John Worster, 116th BCT Chaplain

One of my annual chores has been
planting agarden - which | wasplanning to
do before we got word of this deployment.
After receiving word of the Guard's travel
plansfor usin SW Ada, | was
temptedto abandontheproject.
Last spring thegarden wasfull
of weeds and the borders
needed repairing. Gardens
require lots of patience and
hope in the future - and the
spring of 2004 wasatimewhen
| hed neither in abundance. In
theend | caved-in to tradition.

Chaplain Worster

can find areas that once had patios,
fountains, rosesand citrustrees. Therewere
courtyards where families, especidly the
women, couldreaxinprivacy. Theserefuges
were havenswherethefamily
atswerepracticedfreefromthe
neighbors prying eyes. Arab
and Pergan literatureisfull of
references to "gardens of
ddight." Formany Iragis their
homes and property destroyed
by decades of war and
economic hardship, thesemust
only bememories. TheJewis/

Asmy Grandfather Rollieused
todo, | ordered seedsfromW.AtleeBurpee
Company of Warmingter, PA. | dugaround
inthedirt, built up the borders, and planted
my normd "stew" garden of carrots, garlic,
and potatoes. | didsoknowingthat I'd never
mysdf enjoy the harvest - that if it survived
the Soda Springs, daho, weether, others
wouldbenefit fromit. At Fort Polk | received
word that the garden was a success, and
that others were making "stove lid stew"
fromtheLL Bean Cookbook using veggies
frommy garden. (By theway, thisisthe finest
gameand fish cookbook I'veeven owned. It
iswdl worththeeffort tosearchfor anew or
used copy on the internet).

The harsh, often desert environment of
theMiddleEast reved sthat her peoplehave
had to choose their agricultural battles
carefully. With candsandbarriersthey keep
thedesert out and cultivated landin. Evena
short trip to downtown Kirkuk reveds that
these people once had walled gardens.
Behind dl the concrete and razor wire you

Chrigtian Scriptures describe
this destruction by saying, "The walls and
hedges have been knocked down, and the
vineyard given to the ravages of the boar of
the forest." The insurgents, with their
stillborn Islam and aborted religious
imaginations, seethese gardens asexiging
now only in eternity - and embrace ways
that hasten their journey to them.

Soldiers, seeing the rubble that is Irag,
express a healthy pessimism about
graightening this country out. All we can
do is keep the warring factions gpart long
enoughfor cultureto beginanew. Whenwe
leavehere, wewont know for yearstheextent
that our labors have succeeded. We wontt
seetheharvest of peacethat ispossblehere.
For now, we may be able to maintain
enough security here so that Iragis can
build enough mosqgues, schools, and
infrastructure to secure a future of hope
for themselves. They may then remember
their gardens and dareto start cultivating
themagain.

The first part of this article appeared in Vol. 5, Ed. 13 of Shakebites. Here is the

conclusion of the article.

In between chow, history took place

by Spc. Matt Salisbuy, 216th
MI Co.

Continued from Vol. 5,
Ed. 13 Shakebites

through the crowd, who this
time broke out in sporadic
cheers as he ran down the
road with hiswife held high,
in al of her upended glory.
Eveningtime, Election Day —
Somewhere in Kirkuk, Irag.
Dinner -

Many of soldiers of
Alpha Company are
back in the Company
assembly area, with their
armor off, watching the
president address the
nation and trying to get
something down for
dinner. For me that
consists of stale
sunflower seeds and a
can of Sprite. No onehas

come to grips with what
they witnessed during the
day. There were no large
scale attacks, there was
massive voter turnout
and now the night was
filled with athousand car
horns, music, singing -
the sounds of a nation
being reborn.

Continued on page6
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wha i ISyour mod favornte thing about Ireo

Soc. Jay Richman
A Co., 2-116th Armor Bn.
“I likewhen the
kidsbegfor candy.
It'scool. They're
socuriousand
theyaren'tafraid
of us”
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Soc Jud Harmon J
A Cao., 2-116th Armor Bn.

“Thefreedomthat
thechildren have.
They seem happy
and well-cared for.
Good parenting? |
don’t know.”

\¥ |

‘ Soc. Tyrd Murfitt
E Troop, 163rd Cavalry

“| don't have
afavorite

yet.”

Syt. Eric Corbett
E Troop, 163rd Cavalry

“I lovethebread
we get from the
locals, and talking
family with them
overtea. They're
curiousabout us.”

Sgt. Jory Bundy
E Troop, 163rd Cavalry

“The
Peshmer ga.
They don’t
takeno guff

from nobody!”

It'sasmall world - 116th BCT meetsthe 124th APF

by Sr. Mgtr. Sgt. RobertW.
Lyons, 8th EAMSTRKR
Several of the Aeria

Portersworkingthe Passenger
Service Counter makeahabit

of checking unit patches on
the uniforms of the
passengers as they come
through the gate. We handle
alot of people here; most of

Robert Lyons, 124th APF)

A group of Soldiers and Airmen from the 116th Brigade
Combat Team and the 124th Aerial Port Flight, both Idaho-
based National Guard units, pose for an impromptu photo
during an informal reunion at the Al Udeid air terminal in
Qatar. (Photo submitted by Air Force Senior Master Sgt.

themareontherway intothe
AOR, cthers are taking their
four daysof R&R. Whenwe
seetheditinctivepatch of the
116th, wedwaysmakeapoint
of asking if they are from
Idaho.

We must have had about
one hundred troops come
through the Passenger
Termind this morning when
we began to notice a large
number of 116th patches.
TSgt Bill Couts had just
received an Idaho date flag
from his wife Sheryl and
thought this would make a
greet photo opportunity.

Bill rounded up asmany
Aerial Porters as he could
find, and then went into the
Passenger holding area to
round upthe 116th guys. All

he had to do was have one
of the guys yell, “Idaho!”
and the room just broke out
with cheers and hollering!
We asked if any of them
wanted to get picturestaken
with some fellow ldahoans
and their faces just lit up!
We took several pictures
using al the cameras we
couldfind and everyone
joked about sending the
pictures back for the Idaho
Statesman to publish. We
spent the next twenty
minutes or so talking
nothing but
IDAHO...”"Where are you
from?’ “Do you know so-
and-s07’ Itwasagrest vidt.
| was alittle surprised that
they were so unaware of
how often they make the

A

s

news back home and how
much the folks back home
talk about them. They were
very modest about the
mission they are doing.

As the photo op was
winding down, several
people exchanged e-mail
addresses, everyone shook
hands with each other, and
wedl wishedthemasdafetrip
and well wishes for a sofe
return home.
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TF C/145th SB makes Medicd Assagance Vigt to Saeadinia

by Sgt.Matthew Acosta,
22nd MPAD

FOB McHENRY,lraq -
Army medics in a combat
zone are not only a vita
necessity for the Soldiers,
but in may ways can benefit
the surrounding
communities and the local
civilians.

Medical personnel from
Company C, 145th Support
Battalion assisted with the
medical trestment of local
villagersduring avidttothe
small village of Saadinia,
Irag, March 18, 2005.

Medical supplies, six
medics  and three
physician’'s assistants were
escorted to the village
medical clinic where the

Soldiers set up amake-shift
pharmacy and utilized the
examination rooms for the
medical treatment of the
villagers.

Many people came
from surrounding villages
and lined up outside the
clinicwallswaiting to enter
thefacility for treatment by
the“magical healers.”

“Thewholepoint of the
medical assistance visit
(MAV) was to get quality
medical care to those who
otherwisewon't be ableto
get the attention they
need,” said Capt. Heidi
Munro, physician’s
assistant, Company C,
145th Support Battalion,
116th BCT. “Thisisahearts

thew Acosta, 22nd MPAD)

R !
Thisfrightened little Iraqi girl isbeing consoled by Capt.
Heidi Munro,of C Med/145th Support Bn. (Photo by Sgt. Mat-

Vogaiac,

The villagers of Saadinia out to receive medical
treatment, likethislittle boy having hisearschecked . (Photo
by Sgt. Matthew Acosta, 22nd MPAD)

and minds mission; it's all
about care.”

Munro said soon after
they started seeing and
treating patients, the word
that the Army medics were
in town managed to spread
quickly and Iragi families
started arriving and waiting
inlinefor their turn.

“The Iragi people have
so much faith in the
American medicine, they
think we can cure
everything,” said Munro.
“Thetruthisthat most of the
sicknesses we see can be
treated with a little
preventivemedicine.”

Due to the poor living
conditions, many of the
villagers shared the same
sicknesses, requiring Similar
treatment.

“The poor air quality
accounted for most of the
asthma; thedirty water used
for drinking, cooking and
bathing is probably what
attributed to the number of
urinary tract infections,
diarrheaand skin conditions
as well as many other
sicknesses,” Munro said.

After the patients were
examined by the physician’s
assistants (PAS), they were
givenwritten prescriptionsto
take outsdethefadility tothe

pharmacist’s counter where
they weregiven medicinesfor
their illnesses. Although the
medicines were being
digtributed to the Iragi people
by Nationd Guard PAs, the
medicines were donated by

American health indtitutions
and were not purchased by
theU.S. government.

“All the medicines that
we distributed to the Iraqgi
peopleduringthe MAV were

Continued on page7

This Iragi woman is b‘el ng given a shot to help with the|
painin her knee, by a soldier with C Med/145th Support Bn.
(Photo by Sgt. Matthew Acosta, 22nd MPAD)

home...

you're doing.
home!

SSG Anthony Fenicottero
- Happy Birthday !!
From your family and friends back

A Happy Birthday wish to you...
WEreall so very proud of you and what

W\e all look forward to your safe return

116th BCT trains Kirkuk provincial judges

by Capt. Monte Hibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer
KIRKUK, Irag- Over 40
judgesfrom Kirkuk province
attended a judicia training
seminar March9and 10at the
Regionad Embassy Office in
Kirkuk to review important
agpectsof thejudicid process
The training was
sponsored by the Office of
Prosecutorial Devel opment
and Training (OPDAT), the
U.S Department of Judiceand
the 116th Brigade Combat

Team's Judge Advocate
Generd Section. Accordingto
organizers, the purpose of the
seminar wastoemphasizethe
importance of faith in the
judicia process and respect
fortheruleof law.

“A strong independent
judiciary isvital to astrong
Iraq,” said Capt. Paul Boice,
a 116th Brigade Combat
Team staff judge advocate
officer. “One of the steps
towardstheaimisto ensure
Iraqgi judges receive the

training and support they

Seminar topics included
international human rights,
Coalition Provisional
Assembly orders relating to
Iragi crimind law, the role of
defense counsel, court
adminigrationand sentencing
considerations in criminal
Cases.

The 116th BCT is a key
player in efforts to bolster

Continued on page6
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Iragi mediameetswith Kirkuk region coalition Ieaders

by Capt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

FOB WARRIOR,
Irag- The coalition’srole
in security, training,
projects and information
dissemination were
among the questions
reporters asked of the
top coalition forces
commanders in Kirkuk
and Sulaymaniyah

provinces at a press
con-ference held here
March 16.

Eleven media
representatives from
more than nine local and
national Iragi media
outlets gathered to ask
guestions of 116th
Brigade Combat Team
Commander Brig. Gen.
Alan Gayhart and 506th

Public Affairs)

Brig. Gen. Alan Gayhart (center), 116th Brigade Com-
bat Team commander, addresses| raqgi media representatives
at a press conference at Forward Operating Base Warrior
March 16. Air Force Col. Mark Johnson (right), 506th Air
Expeditionary Group commander, also answered questions
at the event. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Jack White, 116th BCT

Ny R YRS
2 T.‘:."‘.S TN 1

116 trains Kirkuk Judges...

Continued from page5

Iraq’s newly-seated
transitional government in
theprovincesof Kirkuk and
Sulaymaniyah. Supporting
thelragi government isone
part of the unit’'s multi-

faceted mission, which also
includes  establishing
security, developing Iragi
security forces, stimulating
economic development and
facilitating com-
munications.

E
]

Spc. Rachelle Brookshier, a 116th BCT paralegal spe-
cialist, briefsthedutiesand reponsibilitiesof the Clerk of the
Court for the lragi judges attending the seminar at the Re-
gional Embassy Officein Kirkuk.

Air Expeditionary Group
(AEG) Commander Air
Force Col. Mark
Johnson during the
hour-long press event.

“I"'m very enthused
now and optimistic about
Kirkuk, about the
progress that is being
made in security and
economic development,”
said Gayhart in his
opening  comments.
“Security—increased
security—leads to
increased economic
development.”

While most of the
guestions focused on
anti-terrorist operations,
projects and events in
Brig. Gen. Gayhart'sarea
of responsibility outside
Forward Operating Base
(FOB) Warrior, acouple
of questions regarding
the training of the Iraqi
Air Force were
answered by Air Force
Col. Johnson. Units of
the Iragi Air Force are
being trained on FOB
Warrior which is also
known as Kirkuk
Regional Air Base.

This press event was
an opportunity for media

In between chow...

Continued from page3

Before today, |
wondered what anything
we were doing in Iraq
would accomplish in the
end. | only saw a futile
task that | equated to
casting ‘pearls before
swine.” | felt strongly that
the Iragis didn't want,
understand or deserve the
blood sacrifice Americans
were paying for them. It
was on Election Day in
Iraq that | understood in
this new century what it
means to be an American

More than nine Iragi media outlets, including print,
radio and television, attended a press conference at For-
ward Operating Base Warrior March 16 where they were|
ableto question coalition commanders. (Photo by Staff Sgt.
Jack White, 116th BCT Public Affairs)

to have direct access to
top coalition leadership,
underscoring the
emphasis the coalition
and the 116th BCT places
on maintaining positive
relationswith the pressin
their operations areas.
The 116th Brigade
Combat Team s
comprised of
headquarters and staff
sections, the 2nd and
3rd Armor Battalions,
the 1-148th Field
Artillery Battalion, the
1-163rd Mechanized
Infantry Battalion, the
145th Support Battalion,

has transcended our
borders. The Declaration
of Independence says
“But when along train of
abuses and usurpations,
pursuing invariably the
same object evinces a
design to reduce them
under absolute despotism,
it is their right, it is their
duty, to throw off such
Government, and to
provide new guards for
their future security.” It
has become clear to me
that tyranny must be
confronted at the root,
wherever it grows or
flourishes. | am proud to be

the 116th Engineer
Battalion, and various
intelligence, signal, and
specialized units. The
116th BCT is one of
several Army National
Guard units deployed in
support of Operation
Iragi Freedom I1l. The
U.S. Air Force's 506th
AEG is the unit
responsible for security,
projects and
development of Kirkuk
Regional Airbase (FOB
Warrior). The base
serves as home to the
headquarters of both
units.

aditizen soldier in the 116th
BrigadeCombeat Teamserving
inlrag. 1 am proud to stand
my watch. Duty ishot aneasy
burden. Itisshouldered only
by the brave, the strong and
the proud. It was in the
highest traditions of
American minutemen
fighting along- side the
federal military in defenseof
freedom that my fellow
guardsmenand | carried out
our duty in the chaotic and
mundane grind of military
operations, measured in
perfect incrementsthat take
place between chow even
onElectionDayinlraqg.
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MAV to Saadinia...

Continued from page5

donated by American
hospitals and hedlth clinics
for this purpose; to treat
those who cannot afford or
access proper (health)
treatment,” said Munro.
“None of the medications
were bought with USArmy
money.”

TheMAV wasprojected
to last five hours but due to
the turn-out of patients, the
visit was extended.

“We were supposed to
wrapthingsupat 1400 hours
but because of the amount
of people who showed up,
we extended the patient
treatment for an additional
hour,” said Sgt. 1st Class
Albert Williams, civil affairs
projects liaison, 116th
Engineer Battalion, 116th
BCT.

According to Williams,
over 150 patients were
treated during the visit.

“Although we cannot
treat or cureeveryone,” said
Munro, “ providing medical
care for the Iragi peopleis
showing them we care and
are hereto help in any way
wecan.”

Spc. Kara Wortley,
medic, C Company, 145th
Spt. Bn., said they were
ableto treat many medical
conditions such ascoldsor
skin rashes but for those
who need continuing
health care for chronic
conditions like high blood
pressure or diabetes, they
would have to seek care
from local Iragi medical
clinics. “Helping out the
communities in this way,
aside from your job here,
makesyou feel likeyou are
serving more of a purpose
other than just cleaning
your rifle every day,” said
Wortley. “ It makesyou feel
really good inside,” she
added.

The HHC, 116th Family Su
guest being who else? The Easter Bunny himself!

(P

pbrt Grup put on an easter egg hunt for the ch}

photos from the homefront

Idren of deployed soldierswith the special

Lav il =N

Monroe said the unit
plans to continue to conduct
future MAVs with local
villages and even plans to
incorporate  preventive
medicine measures to help
educate the villagers. Plans
include conducting tests and
possibly trestment of thewater
suppliesaof villagesaswell as
conducting  sanitation
awarenessclinics.

24April - Passover

8May - Mother’'sDay!
21 May - Armed Forces Day

Don’t Forget!

Important Datesto Remember:

15 April - Income Tax Due Date-2400 30 May - Memorial Day
21 April - Scretary'sDay

You don't want to forget your
lovedones anniversariesor
birthdayd Sart planning now!

116th Engineer Battalion

Business Center assesses economic climate of region

by Capt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

KIRKUK, Irag- Members
of the 116th Brigade Combeat
Team(BCT) metMarch11with
Iragi businesspeople and
representativesfromthe U.S,
State Department to discuss
the ared sbusinessclimate.

Themeeting, held at the
Kirkuk Business Center
(KBC) indowntown Kirkuk,
dlowed key playersfromthe
local businesscommunity to
discuss the issues affecting
thearea seconomic outlook.
Besides business owners,
key attendees at the even
included Waria Salihi,
Director of the KBC; Anne
Bodine, U.S. State
Department Representative
andLt. Col. Steven Knutzen,
116th BCT economic team
leader.

“Severd businessowners
expressed their views that
security and land acquisition
are ill the primary issues
affecting economic growth,”
said Knutzen. “When
business owners understand
Kirkuk'sbusnessdimete they
canmaketheadjustmentsthat
allow their businesses to
grow.”

The KBC sponsors
regular economic
development network
meetings and provides
services to current and
potential business owners.
The center's services
include business planning,
facilitating loans, company
certification, legal
instruction, security
assessments and providing
information on contract
opportunities.

Select members of the
116th BCT’s116th Engineer
Battalion are heading up
effortsto help revitalize the
economies of Kirkuk and
Sulaymaniyah, the two
provinces that make up the

brigade's area  of
responsibility in Irag. They
are available to actively
assigt Iragis in developing
business and job
opportunities for area
residents.

ness Center March 11.

Lt. Col. Seven Knutzen, head of the 116th Brigade Com-
bat Team’s economic team, speakswith local business lead-
ers about the region’s business climate at the Kirkuk Busi-

2\
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145th Support Battalion

FOB Comparisons

by Command Sgt. Maj.Charles Whittier , 145th SPT Bn.

| have had cramped than
opportunitiesto ours. If wewere
visit other to have an
FOB’s while award for
hereinlrag, and opulence, FOB
have seen how Danger would
lucky we are to ; win. With most
be at FOB |JERIE =8 W unitsinapaace
Warrior instead CSM Whittier like building

of other
locations. Itisliketraveling
the world, and knowing
Idahoisby far thebest place
on Earth, and youwould not
live anywhere else. For
those that convoyed from
Kuwait, know what prime
property Navistar and Camp
Cedar where on the way
here, so | do not think
anyonewill complainabout
not spending ayear a those
two prime spots. FOB
Spiecher is similar to here,
but | find the DFAC alittle
lessin qudity than here, and
the PX no better. One CSM
| talkedtofromtheredtill has
troopslivinginashelled out
building, using plywood to
cover the holes. Being
lower in elevation, | would
think the temperatures will
be hotter there this summer.
FOB Bernstein is a former
airfield built completely
around bunkers. You deep
inabunker, eat in abunker,
and work in a bunker. The
wind usualy blows, and its
location is remote from the
rest of the world. FOB
Cadwell isuniqueasitisa
major Iragi training base.
Two thirds of the base is
occupied by Iragi soldiers
and buildings, with asmall
portion of the base occupied
by the United States. They
runtheir own PX, andwhile
the DFAC serves good
food, it is slightly more

surrounded by
theriver, and a view of the
town, this looks like the
place to be. But even with
all the marble tiles, and
carved woodwork, the
plumbing fails miserably,
and one must go out to use
a Porta John. In talking to
various CSM'’s throughout
the Division, the talk
revolves around the same
issues we have here.
Housing is comparable and
tight, leave alocationsseem
short, andlack of NTV’sare
notable. This FOB is by far
one of the greenest onesin
the AO, due to the milder
climate than units farther
south. Yesit may get hot this
summer, but think of what it
could be? The DFAC ishy
far agreat placetovisit, eat,
and meet with friends. Very
few have a beef with this
facility, other than we get
too large of portions at
times. It is one of the few
facilitieswithfemaeservers
with smiling faces, and by
far theroomiest of themany
| havevisited. | am not here
to say thisis a picnic, but
overd|l wehavedoneadl right
for ourselves, and what we
do with what we have, will
determinehow wecopewith
the next few months. This
may not have much of the
comfortsof home, butitwill
doinapinch.
CSM Whittier

Friendship

by Lt. Col. Terry Harrell, 145th SPT Bn. Commander
You don't redize my life

Friendshipisoneof themost
important thingsinlife, thevery
thing wedl long for. We now
havebeentogether fordmosta
year and have experienced
many things thet have formed
bonds thet will lagt a lifetime.
Experiences that others will
never understand, events they
will not find quiteashumorous
or grave as we do. We mugt

remember that theseeventsandmemoriesbind  esteem

us together as comrades and cement a bond
that will last the rest of our lives.

The following is a poem about friendship, wasfrown.

but it expressesthat bond of friendship weare
forming hereand havewith our families.
Wepulled each other throughthe hard times

and the good

andme

We pushed each
other through more
than anyone could

No one could seethe
connections we had

How we were so
much dike, especidly
whenweweresd

Sometimes, when |
ponder as | sit in my
room

“To have a

good friend is one

of the highest

delights of life. To
be a good friend
Is one of the no-

|think sbout usand | Plest and most
how lucky | wasto hav -
oy "M difficult of under-

Youcameintomy life 1 no_
aaaiticd time takl ng&

When | needed you Anonymous

the most, you stood at

my dde

All the ups and
downs, | sometimes
wouldfrown

At just thethought of
losing you

You who saved me,
who gave me hope th

Whoshowedmelove
when| fdt likeadope

Through these past
few months, | don't
know what | would do

If I never would have
met the beautiful,
wonderful, loving you

“ Thereisa magnet in
your heart that will

attract true friends. That
magnet i s unsel fishness,

inking of others first--

when you learn to live
for others, they will live

for you. --
Paramahansa
Yogananda

began the moment it went

ﬁf\.. wrong
— Cuz if it hadn't, | would not
- :.’,_’Y\. : “‘ m
i § Insuch painful misery | have
- been suffering
P ; Without you my cuts would
ﬂ S Y| sillbleed
LTC Harrell The bruises on my heart
would continueto bruisemy sdf-

You brought meupevenwhen | wasdown
You made me smilewhen dl | could do

Now what thefuturehol dsin front of you

| do not know other than | am amost

grateful for my misery

Becuz we may have
not found each other
through this great
chaotic sea

| just wanna say
thanksfor dwaysbeng
there

For those warm
gentlehugsyou dways
hed room to share

Yougavemeareason
togoon, | hed onto
you

I’d do anything for
you, just as you've
pulled methrough

| will never leaveand
| won't ever forget

Allthegregttimeswe
had, and the friendship
| could never split

Your friendship is
oneof akind, | hold it
deartome

In my heart it will
stay in al my
wondrous dreams

Thanksso much for
al those things you
do,

But most of all
thanks for just being
you!

--Vanessa
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145th Support Battalion

Bravo Co. keepi ng units rolllng

by Spc. Jeffrey Lucas, 145th
SPT Bn. Historian

Staff Sergeant Richard
Bullock, Track Vehicle
Mechanicfor the145 Support
Bataion's Bravo Company
Automotive Direct Support
Section, remembers walking
into“abasket case’ whenthe
145tharivedinKirkuk, Iragat
the end of December, 2004.
SSG Bullock recdlls parts dl
over the maintenance shop
floor. Hisjobwasto putthem
all back together, tomakessfe
andworkablevehicles.

Platoon Sergeant,
Sergeant First Class Kevin
Maybon remembers being
presented with one of their
biggest chalenges just after
arrivingat FOB Warrior. The
163rd Infantry unit brought
one of their combat patrol
vehidesin,aHMMWYV thet
had“...smashed intoaguard
rail or aconcrete barrier and
bent both frame rails” sad
Maybon.

“We got two rail frames
andtoretheM 11144l theway
down to nothing, we had to
cut the engine out of it
because it was bent up so
bed,” recdled SFC Mayhon,
“we had to rebuild thewhole
thing.”

Getting the necessary
repair patswas ajoint effort
between the Air Force, Class
IX,andseverd FOBs. Using
theregular supply sysemand
alittlebattlefid dingenuity, the
partsfor thedestroyedvehicle
dowly cametogether. Ittook
two months and 359 man
hoursto put the vehicle back
together.

Keeping the Battaion's
vehicles running takes a
tremendous amount of
coordination, according to
Sgt. Bullock. “Whenitrainsit
pours,” said Sergeant Bullock,

Saff St. Richard Bullock standsin front of thecompany CP, next
to a1114 HMMWVwhichbd ongedto TF 1-163rd, that wassmashed
into a concrete barrier. The vehicle was completely rebuilt by their
Automotive Direct Support Section.

AreprmﬁatlveofTF 1- 163tak&sdellveryofthene/vlyrebunt
vehiclefromB Co., 145th B's ADSS

describingtheleve of activity
of job ordersin the shop.
“We have had
everything come through
here,” said SFC Maybon.
“We are here to do direct
support and maintenance

for Brigadevehicles, tracked
or wheeled,” Maybon
added.

The Direct Support
shop’s most common job
orders are for repairs of
HMMWVs and FMTVs.
The shop keeps everything
from HMMWVs to
HEMTTs and Bradley
Fighting Vehicles.

“We have one (vehicle)
right now that was hit by an

IED,” explained Maybon.
“We got to redo the
transmisson and someof the
up armor after it got smashed
androlledintoaditch.” When
asked if he thought that the
armor, both up-armor and the
add-on “hillbilly armor” that
the DS Section inddls does
thejob, Sgt. 1¢t Class Maybon
answvered, “ Absolutely.”
Maybon described one
vehidethat hitalandmine, “It
blew thedriver’scompartment
outofit.” Ifithad notbeenfor
the metd plate welded to the
floor, Maybon emphasized,
“He would havelog hislife”

Continued on pagel5

PMCS for body and mind

Beingaway fromfamily and
friends, working long hours,
and being in a combeat zone
arejust someof thethingsthat
can contribute to dressfor a
soldier. Luckily, thereisaway
tohdpwiththeproblemsthat
bother them. The Combat
Stress Control Team, located
directly in front of the 145th
Support Battalion's Internet
Café, isoneway for soldiers
toget hdpinatimeof need.

The Combet behind Stress
Team is made up of three
individuals. The team is
headed up by Lieutenant
Lasenwhoworksasasocid
worker in the civilian world.
Two enlisted soldiers, Sgt.
Powell and Sgt. McCright
round out the team. Both
members of the team are
mental hedth workers. All
threecometothe116BCT from
areserveunit withthe 1835th
Medica Detachment Combat
Stress Control out of Denvey,
Colorado.

TheCombat SressTeamis
hereto help soldierswho are
having problemsdealingwith
thedaily stressof beinginthe
combat zone. When soldiers
comeinto the Combat Stress
Clinic they are given an
evaudion, which conggs of
severd questionstodetermine
the status of the soldier.

Some signs that soldiers
may be feding the effects of
combat stress are changesin
daily activities, changes in
deeping habits, eating an
improper diet or changes in
behavior. Additiondly, lack of
atention to detail or inability
to focus on daily tasks are
other signs a person may be
under sress.

Sgt. McCright suggests
thet soldierscan combat sress
by performing“PMCSfor the
body.” Soldiers need to

exercise regularly, eat
nutritiousfoods, managether
time and find activities they
enjoy doing.

Other ways Sgt. McCright
suggests for relaxing is to
play cards or sports, write
lettersto friends and family
or keep a diary. These
techniques, along with
taking slow deep breaths,
talking with a battle buddy,
or imagining afavorite place
can help you recharge after
along day of work and can
help you sleep better at
night.

Other ways of coping
with stress are to remind
yourself that stress is a
normal feeling, considering
the situation in which
soldiers currently find
themselves. McCright
suggests focusing on
current missions, breaking
down objectives into
smaller tasks and
rewarding yourself with
rest breaks after each task
isaccomplishedin order to
avoid stress, overload and
burnout.

Butif thingsstart tofed out
of control, hesuggestsgetting
with your unit sergeant,
chaplain or commander, or
come by the Combat Stress
Clinic to talk over the
Stuation.

Asasoldier, if you seethat
your battle buddy is getting
sressed, you should talk to
him or her and convince the
ldiertogotheCombet Stress
Clinic. If thet doesn't work,
Sgt McCright suggests that
youligentoyour battlebuddy
andconvincehimor her toget
help.

Also, know themembersof
your team and welcome

Continued on pagel5
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AO West Ops Photos

A TF 148th FA soldier stands perimeter guard from the doorway of a
building his platoon hasjust recently searched, asthe neighborsand chil-
dren wait and watch.

Some of our Iragi Army friends are always ready to pose with their
weapons,for a quick snapshot., while otherslike hisfriend, are alittle

shy.

TF 148th FA soldiers conduct house searchesat night, asseen with night
vision devices.

Montana National Guardsmen of TF antry, rest in place

during a mission postponement at FOB McHenry, Kurkuk, Irag.

Idaho National Guard Soldiersassigned to 3rd platoon, 116th Engineer
Company, Task ForceLiberty, set up atraffic control point outsidethetown of
Saadinia, Irag. The Soldiers searched the vehicles of people entering the
village to go to the medical assistance visit (MAV) site. The MAV examined
and treated over 150 patients.
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by Sgt.Matthew Acosta,
22nd MPAD
FOBMCHENRY, IrarAs
thewar inlrag continues, Iragj
Army Soldiers are receiving
more responsibilities and
additiond training by Army
Soldiersthestre-wide.
Idaho National
Guardsmen assigned to the
Combat Observation and
Lasing Team (COLT)
platoon, of the 116th
Brigade Combat Team’s 1st
Battalion, 148th Field
Artillery, frequently train
Iragi Army Soldiers by
including them in their
patrols when possible.
Althoughtrainingthelragi
Army is not their assigned

TF 1-148 Field Artillery

1-148th Joint coalition and lragi Army operations getting the job done

tasking, the" Colts’ will dlow
thelragi Soldierstolead joint
combat patrols and counter
IED patrols whenever
possible.
“Sometimeswhile out on
counter-lED missions or
combat patrols, we may stop
a anlragi Army traffic check-
point and coordinated ajoint
patrol withthelragi Soldiers,”
sad1g Lt. ChadKnowles the
1st Bn., 148th FA COLT
platoon leader. “In doing so
wecan ssewhat leved they're
a in their training and how
much they havelearned.”
Knowlessaid they would
let the Iragi platoon sergeant
plan the patrol, vehicle
sequence and interval and

how hewas going to employ
the American Soldiersin the
patrol.

“Doingthisgivesthemthe
opportunity to use us as a
resource but lets them dtart
taking chargeof thestuaions
andit getstheminthethought
process of taking control of
patrols” he added.

TheNationa Guardsmen
routinely patrol the streets
around Forward Operating
BaseMcHenry, wherethey are
currently stationed, passing
through severd Iragi check-
points and sometimes gop to
as3g the Iragis in searching
vehicles

“Often we stop at the
traffic control points to

assist the Iragi Soldiers in
searching vehicles and we
have seen adifferenceinthe
way they operatein just the
last three weeks,” said
Knowles.

They have absorbed
what we have taught them
and even the Iragi people
have more respect for the
check-points and are more
patient, knowing it is their
job to search the vehicles.”

Although the Iraqi
Soldiersaredoing well with
taking charge of certain
areas of responsibility, they
il need continuing training
until they are ready to
completely take over
operations.

WTC,; A unigue perspective on Irag deployment

by Spc.Jeffrey Lucas, 148th
SB historian

Sgt. Mark Nelson, 41, of
Pendleton, Indiana prepared
himsdf for hisfuturemisson
tolragwithatriptotheWorld
Trade Center SteinNew York
City. “Itmademeredizehow
important our military force
is...,” Nelson added, “our
presence, andour srengthare
moreimportant thanever.”

Sgt. Nelsoncomparedthe
fedings of seeing the site of
the September 11th attack to
those his parents experienced
after the Japanese dtack on
Pearl Harbor in 1941. “They
went through the same thing
with Pearl Harbor, they weren't
there, but witnessed it on the
news’ heremarked.

“Youseeitthrough TV, but
you don't redly sometimes
get a good fed for it, and |
wanted to get persond with
it,” hesad, adding, “1 wanted
to meet people who lived
there, who saw what
happened and experienced
it. These people are our

neighbors,
countrymen.”

Some told him about
losing friends and family,
others talked about being
right across the street when
the planes hit the Twin
Towers. It brought things
into reality, nothing ismore
reglistic than to see where
two enormousbuildingslike
the New York City Trade
Centers used to be, going
there now and seeing
nothing. It was a profound
experiencethat helped bring
the focus of the Iraq
mission into a new
perspective.

Actually, Sgt. Nelson
almost missed his date in
Irag. Hehad been out of the
Guardfor two yearsand had
tried to volunteer as a
member of the Individual
Ready Reserve (IRR). Inthe
IRR, soldiers can volunteer
for an overseas mission, if
their MOS is needed.
“Evidently, they didn’t need
my MOS, so | went on the

our

non-voluntary list for the
IRR,” he said. His primary
MOS is a machinist (44E),
his secondary is infantry
(11B).

He got off the volunteer
IRRligtand gartedtolook for
a home to buy. Within two
daysof dosingtheded onhis
new home, he received the
Presidentid Orders to return
to activeduty for nolessthan
25 daysand nomorethan 545
days, unless extended by the
proper authority. 1 wasalittle
bit surprised,” Nelson
commented, given his
previousattemptstovolunteer
for duty.

After receiving hisorders
hewent to Ft. Jackson, South
Carolina on September 19,
2004 for paticipation in the
Soldier Readiness Program
(SRP) and a one week
consolidated Brigade Combat
Teamtrainingcourse Theone
week course consisted of
several briefings, basic
riflemen marksmanship
(BRM), a nuclear biologica

chemicd (NBC) course, and
other refresher training.

After nearly twoweeksat
Ft. Jackson, he traveled to
AberdeenProving Groundsin
Maryland where he attended
an MOS refresher course, a
condensed version of
Advanced Individual
Training (AIT) lagtingaweek
andahdf. Whiletherehewent
through another SRP and
morebriefings

[twasa Aberdeenthet he
made the decision to visit
GroundZeroinNew York City,
NY. Nelsonwantedto seefor
himsdf theareaand theevent
thet wasa theforefront of the
decisonto gotowar inlrag.
He was surprised at the
candor of people when he
asked about the events of
September 11th. He found
peoplevery openand upfront
about what had happened.

Ft. Blisswasthenext sop
on Ndson's journey back to
active duty. At Ft. Bliss, he
joined other soldiers who
would eventualy joinupwith

“Training the Iragis to
take over the combat patrols
and operations is going to
bealong process,” said Sgt.
Brent Peterson, a 1st Bn,,
148th FA artilleryman.

But | think the fact that
they arewillingtogo out and
show they want to be
independent makes them
fed likethey' rebecomingthe
forcethey needto befor their
own country.”

“It'sonly amatter of time
beforethe Iragi peoplelook
to the Iragi Army and for
security,” he added.

“We want them to be
successful becausethey will
eventually be taking the
reigns,” said Knowles.

the 116 BCT. Neson, a tool
and dye maker for Generd
Motors Corporation in
Kansas City, Kansas,
suddenly found himsdlf with
other soldiersfromall overthe
country, ready to head to
Kirkuk, Iraq.

The soldiers received
combat training, such as
convoy training,
navigation, and first aid.
After nearly three weeks of
Renegade Training, he was
ready to leave for Kuwait to
link upwiththe145th Support
Battdion. Hisdeparturewould
beddayedagainduetoaknee
injury recaived duringtraining.
Findly, two months later he
would join the 145th Support
Batdioninlrag.

Oncejoiningthe145th, he
was attached to Alpha
Company working in the
upply section. “Badicaly my
mission here is to help
wherever they need the help,
not necessarily inmy MOS,”
hesad.

Continued on pagel5
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TF 1-148th Field Artillery

TF148FA hdpsBicydeChampionship

Coalitionforces.

Competitorsline up at the beginning of thelraqi National
Bicycle Championship south of Altun Kapri on March 9. Secu-
rity and support for the event was provided by Iragi and

by Capt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

ALTUN KAPRI, Irag-
Coalition and Iragi forces
provided security and support
for thelragi Nationd Bicyce
Championships hdd March
11, south of AltunKapri, Irag,
allowing riders to compete
with confidence.

Soldiers from the 116th
Brigade Combat Team's 1-
148thHeldArtillery Battdion
have been deployed to the
area in support of Operation
Iragj FresdomsinceDecember.
They havebeentraining Iragi
security forcesintheareaand
frequently conduct combined
missions with Iragis to

maintainsecurity intheregion.
“Thesenseof security that the
Iragis have dong with their
faith in their security forces
gave them the momentum to
conduct thisevent,” said Capt.
Matthew Godfrey, an
operations officer withthe 1-
148th Field Artillery. “The
event was a success with the
Iragji security forcesproviding
security and codlition forces
providing support as well as
being volunteers in assgting
the operation of therace”

According to organizers,
this event demondtrates that
Iragisaretaking more control
over their nation and their
future.

Scorpions re-up

by Command Sgt. Maj. Green, 1-148th FA Bn.

Twenty two Task Force 1-
148 Soldiers recently took
advantage of the new bonus
incentive program and
reenlised. Inaceremony held
on March 7, seven Scorpion
Soldierswereanvorninby Task
Force Commander Lt. Col.
Russ Johnson a the Scorpion
Tecticd Operation Center on
Forward Operating Base
Warrior. The soldiers were
presented with Battalion
Coinsin gppreciation of ther
dedication and commitment.
The other 15 soldiers who
reenlisted are stationed on
outlying FOB(s) andwill take
the reenlisment oath in the
upcomingweek. Additionaly
seven other Scorpion soldiers
are awaiting finalization of
paperwork and then will
extendaso. Soldierswhotook
the reenlistment oath on 7
March were Staff Sgt. Kevin
Dean, Spc. Jared Martin, and
Sgt. Dillon Goodwin, dl of
HOW Batery TF1-148. HHS
TF1-148hadfour ol dierstake
the oath during theceremony,
Sgt. Roy Snyder, Sgt. Corbit
Thomson, Spe. James Dunn
and Cpl. ChrisMagone.

Scorpion Six have sworn
in the following soldiers at

CSM Green

FOB Warrior on 19 March;
Spc. Dennis Gordon, Cpl.
Migud Dominic, Spc. Adam
Fink, Spc. Cris Lagunas and
Sgt. Leonardo Luis. Staff Sgt.
Dell Barney and Pvt. 1¢ Class
Gomes at FOB Stone, Spc.
CraigBrainard, Sgt. T Miched
Davenport, Soc. ChrisFrasure,
Spc. Jason Hodgkinson and
Soc. Danid Rumble a FOB
Dibiswill teke the oath from
Scorpion Six intheupcoming
days. The new bonus
program makes this a great
timetoreenligt. Soldierswho
extend for SX yearsrecaivea
lump sum, tax free payment of
$15,000. Three year
reenlisgments entitle soldiers
t0$7500, againinonepayment
and tax free. Other incentive
programsremainineffectand
when taken dl together can
provideasoldier andhisfamily
with ahandy sum of cash to

use as they wish. Some of
those programs include
Student Loan Repayment,
College Tuition Assistance,
reduced rates for Tricare and
the Montgomery Gl. Bill. If
you have any questions
about the Bonus Program, or
any other of the incentive
programs, contact Sgt. 1st
Class Jm Blake, the Brigade
Retention NCO & DSN 460-
0100,

| would like to con-
gratulate and thank all
Scorpion Soldiers for taking
advantage of this great
incentiveprogram. Thesame
goesfordl 116thBCT Soldiers
who have chosen to take
advantage of this great
program and extend here in
Theater. Many of you, even
somewhodon'tthink sonow,
would have reenlisted
anyway. So why not get the
cash while you can. Once
again thanksfor the greet job
that you do, the professiond
atitude and morde that you
constantly display and the
dedication to duty and
sacrificesyoumeaketofightthe
Globd Wer onTerrorism.

See you on the High
Ground. WARRIORSHRST

New fortsimproveborder security

e

~ Local workershbuild thewallsfor anewborder fortalthe
Irag-lran border in the Qaladiza area. This photo was taken
during asiteinspection by Iragi and coalition forcesMarch 15.

}.-

by Capt. Monte Hibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

QALADIZA, Irag-
Iraq’s Department of
Border Enforcement
(DBE) policemen in
coordination with
coalition forces
inspected ongoing
border fort construction
at three locations along
the Iran-lraq border
March 15.

The
inspection,

combined
which

included inspectors
from the Iragi Border
Patrol from the Qaladiza
District and soldiers
from the 116th Brigade
Combat Team's B
Battery, Task Force 1-
148 Field Artillery, was
conducted to monitor
progress on three new
border forts scheduled
to be completed within
afew months. “In just a
few months time the
DBE will have three
brand new forts along

the border in the
QaladizaDistrict,” said
Capt. Matthew Godfrey
of the 116th BCT's TF
1-148 Field Artillery.
The construction of
new forts along the
Iran-lraq border is
considered a
significant step toward
controlling influx of
foreign extremists and
others who may
threaten Iraq’'s security
as it continues on the
road to full democracy.
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TF 1-148th Field Artillery

The month of March was
again historic for the proud
Redlegsof the1-148th Field
Artillery. It marked thetenth
month since the soldiers of
the 1-148th FA deployed
from home station and
signified a 100 day
milestone for consecutive
days spent in the Iraqi
Theater of Operation. The
month passed quickly as
these enthusiastic and
capable soldiers continued
towork long hoursbringing
stability to thisgreat nation.
As an integral part of the
116th Brigade Combat Team,
the 1-148 FA continued to
achieve milestones across
all facets of operational,
logigtical, and humanitarian
sectors. Our operational
tempo and momentum have
not diminished in the least
as evidenced by our ever
growing number of
achievements. Throughout
my travels this past month,
I’ ve seen the determination,
dedication, courage and
sdflessnessinyour soldiers
eyes as they go about
accomplishing awide array
of tasksand missions. Their
professionalism and
commitment are
extraordinary and 1I'm
constantly reminded how
fortunate | am to command
such a unique and talented
Battalion of Americasfinest
men and women.

Although the Scorpion
soldiers are geographically
dispersed throughout
several locations here in
northern Irag, they al work
together as ateam and pull
together for the good of the
whole organization. Their
efforts are complimentary

March Achavements

by Lt. Col. Russell Johnson, Commander, 1-148th FA Bn.

and have enabled both the
Battalion and the Brigade to
make significant strides in
accomplishing our diverse
mission here. Every day, |
receive compliments from
Iragi citizens, government
officials, Iraqi soldiers,
policemen, school teachers,
and non-governmental
representatives telling me
how grateful they arefor the
efforts of your talented
soldiers. Intheshort timewe
have been here, we have
madeasubstantia impact on
improving security,
enhancing the proficiency
of the Iragi security forces,
improving thequality of life
for thousands, and forging
trust and confidence among
the various ethnicities
which populate our
assigned area. Your soldiers
continue to represent
democracy, freedom, and
liberty to thefullest and are
great ambassadors to the
Iragi people!

Your soldiers continueto
work both hard and smart.
There have been no
weekends off or down time
since arriving here in mid
December, however wehave
continued to cycle
personnel out on 15-day
R&R leaves throughout
March and will continue to
do so in the months ahead.
Additionally, we have sent
many deserving soldierson
4-day R&R passes to
regiona destinationsherein
SW Asia, alowing them
somewell earnedtimetorest
andrelax.

Through the safe, focused
and diligent efforts of the
Scorpion soldiers, we
continued to rack up some

LTC Johnson

impressive statistics across
our broad area of
operations. In March aone,
we conducted over 300
combat patrols, transported
over 10,000 gallons of fudl,
hauled over 26 tonsof food,
13,000litersof water, 42 tons
of barrier materials, and
safely logged in excess of
39,000 vehiclemilesacross
our extensive fleet of
combat systems. Our
Paladins fired over 16,000
pounds of ordinance
bringing our total to over 18
tonsof munitionsfired from
our 155 MM sdlf propelled
howitzers since arriving in
theater.

Our capable mechanics
repaired over 150 combat
vehicles, completed more
than 20 scheduled services,
and performed recovery
operationson 8 vehiclesthat
required evacuation from
remote areas. Collectively,
they have inventoried and
cataloged almost 8,500
individual parts, renovated
their maintenance and
parts-storage areas, and
kept our vehicles and
systems  functioning
despite near continual use
in a combat environment.
These great soldiers
continue to work long,
hard hours keeping our
fleet on the road and
maintaining our

exceptional operational-
readiness rates.

Our area of operations
remains dangerous as
evidenced by our many
successes in discovering
unexploded ordinance,
unsecured ordinance, and
improvised explosive
devices. Through the
combined efforts of the
coditionforcesandthelraq
Security Forces, we have
had great success in
identifying and destroying
these potential bombs
before they can harm
anyone. The confidenceand
proficiency of thelragi Army
and Iragi Police continues
to improve with each
successful discovery and
safe disposal of these
potential bombs.

We continue our focused
efforts on providing force
protection to not only the
codlition forces, but also to
the Iragi citizens who are
trying so hard to make their
country amodd of freedom
and democracy. Our
firefinder radar crews
provided almost 2,500 hours
of continual firefinder
coverage (scanning the
horizonsfor enemy indirect
fire attacks) across a large
area of northern Irag. The
professional radar
operators, radar repairmen
and support personnel
worked around the clock to
operate and maintain these
complex, unique radar
systems.

March kept us busy on
multiplefronts, includingthe
humanitarian sector. A total
of nineprojectstotaling over
$77,000 consisting of
schools, hospitals, clinics,

medical hardware, public
buildings, and government
buildingswere completedin
the 1-148 FA area of
operations. A totd of 35new
projects were started with
the help of your soldiers
while they continued to
monitor progress on
another 78. Our soldiersare
directly involved with
humanitarian  project
nominations, drafting
scopes of work, securing
bids, and submitting
projects for analysis and
approval through military
and Iragi governmental
agencies. Additionaly, your
caring soldiersassisted Iraq
Security Forces and
governmental agencieswith
thedistribution of over 1,000
packets of school supplies
to primary school students,
(these packets consist of
pencils, paper, rulers, glue,
crayons, coloring books,
educational toys, and other
essential school supplies
not normally available
through the existing Iragi
educational system) along
with specia packets for the
teachers. Our Physician
Assistant and skilled
medics provided both
emergency and routine
medical support to our
soldierswherever they were
located. They also
administered emergency
care and trauma relief to
several lragi citizens
involved in automobile
accidents they came across
during routine patrols. Our
medical teams have
partnered with regional
clinics to assist them in

Continued on page 15
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TF 2-116th Armor

2-116 soldlersrecelveCSM coms

Four Soldiers were
presented the Command
Sergeant Major’s coin
recently.

On Jan 30, during a
direct fire engagement,
Spc. Justin Moschelle
took cover and engaged
Anti-Iragi Forces (AIF),
that were attempting to
engage our flank. He s
to be commended for
executing the proper
response under fire,
protecting 3rd Platoon’s
flank without hesitation.

Spc. Clint Moore has
over the past 8 months
been an inspiration to the
other soldiers of 3rd Sqd
3rd PIt. His can do
attitude towards all
missions and  his
willingness to learn has
set him apart from the rest
of 3rd Squad. Spc. Moore
sets the standard for
others to follow when it
comes to being a Soldier
as he continually strives
to better himself and
others. He always
performs his duty to the
utmost of his ability and
isever eager and ready for
any mission. Spc. Moore
always shows proper
military bearing and is
always willing to take on
extra tasks to help the
unit accomplish its
mission.

Pvt. Bradle Harris has
demonstrated to me avery
professional and can do
attitude for the past eight
months. Hewas slotted to
be the Radio-Teletype
Operator (RTO) for third
PIt. and his knowledge of
the commo field has
greatly enhanced the
platoon’s combat

‘c.rJustin Moschelle of 3rd Platoon, 2-116 Armor Bn.
received a Sergeant Major’s coin from CSM Chin.

From left to right, Soc. Moschelle, Soc. Moore, Pvt 1st
Class Mercer, Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Chin, Pvt. Harris and Spc.
Massey of E Troop 1-163 arein front.

I )
Sc. Cllnt Moore of 3rd squad 3rd Platoon 2-116 Armor

Bn. received a Sergeant Major’s coin from CSM Chin.

w9

Pwvt. Bradle Harris of 4th squad, 3rd Platoon, 2-116 Armor
Bn. received a Sergeant Major’s coin from CSM Chin.

effectiveness. Pvt. Harris
does not hold the commo
MQOS, which impressesme
even more because | have
the commo MOS and it is
not something that is
easily learned. Since
arriving in Kirkuk, Pvt.
Harris has been moved to
the 4th" squad, and he has
taken on the same
enthusiasm, as an infantry
team member as he did
learning the commo field.
Pvt. 1st Class Jeremiah
Mercer’'salertnessallowed
his patrol to successfully
apprehend a ‘Be On the

Look-Out for’ (BOLO) list
subject.  Fortunately
though, this individual
was|ater determined not to
be a BOLO subject. Pvt.
1st ClassMercer, amedic,
spotted this individual in
avehicleat atraffic control
point. He immediately
alerted hissuperiorsto his
findings and guided them
to the subject for further
investigation. Pvt. 1st
Class Mercer’s keen eye
and situational awareness
is a great asset to his
platoon and Troop E, 163
Cav.

AI berto Massey of 2-116 Armor Bn., received a Ser-
geant Major’s coin from CSM Chin..

Pvt. 1st Claég Mercer of 2-116 Armor Bn., received a

Sergeant Major’s coin from CSM Chin..
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TF 2-116th Armor

5K funr

i .4
Soldierswho co

and Saff Sgt. G. Brower.

These soldiers from
HHC, 2-116th Cavalry, in
their quest toremainintip
top condition, gave up
their free time recently to
participate in the MWR’s
monthly 5K funrun.

unners burn rubber

rhpeted were: (kneellnga Sgt. Hight and
Spc. Hensley, (Back-row) Pvt. 1st Class McNabb, Spc.
Carroll, Sgt. 1st ClassGerrein, 1st Lt. Blamines, Soc. Metcalf

Winners were re-
warded for finishing in
the top 25 in the men’s
and women’s field.
These soldiers clearly
displayed their “WAR-
RIORATTITUTE.”

March Achewe...

Continued from page13
improving boththequality of
medical careaswell asfadility
improvements and
enhancement of derile work
areas. The Iragi emergency
medical response teams are
benefiting from close
mentorshipwith our dedicated
medics and are constantly
improving their ability to
provideemergency careto Iragi
ctizens.

| mentioned in last month's
note the heroics being
performed daily by our
communicaionspersonnd and
support steff. This continues.
In March, they ran new
network linesfromour tecticd
operations center to the main
distribution nodes which
significantly improved our
network speeds and quality.
Additionaly, they found new
ways to expand our coverage

areas thus enabling our
command and control nodes
tomeaintain communications
over regions dominated by
ridges, mountains, and
vdleys.

A quick note about our
interpreters here in lrag.
These individuals are the
“long polein thetent” when
it comes to communicating
with our Iragi counterparts
and citizens. Every day, they
areonthefront lineswith us
conducting patrals, attending
city council meetings,
supporting school openings,
civicevents, and enablingus
toconduct our daily activities
They are an integrd part of
our team and have taught us
more about Iragi culture,
customsand hitory thanany
reference book available in
most collegelibraries.

We recently trained a
number of key soldiersin
the operation of a

you play avitd roleagaingt
thethreat herein Kirkuk.
We just celebrated
Nowruz (the Kurdish New
Year) with the Iragi people
on 21 March. Thisrevered
day, began with the night a
Kurdish hero, Kawa the
Blacksmith, led arebdlion
against the tyrant Shah,
Zuhak, or Dhuhak, who
legend has it, was gricken
by arareillness Two giant
basilisks grew out of his
shoulders, thresteningto est
hisbrainfor food. Hisdoctor
prescribed that he should
feed thebeestswiththefresh
brains of two youths every
day tokegpthemaway from
the Shah's own. Hence, a

vicious campaign began

Nowr uz observance
by Command Sgt. Maj.Henry Chin

Rattlers, that claimed
great job in the lives of
keeping the thousands of
FOB and Patrol young boys,
Bases safe. including
Your missions seven of
have been very ‘ Kawa's
successful ﬁ - children.
throughout the Eventually,
week. Kespup Sgt. Maj. Chin Kawa led a
the good work; march to the

palace of the Shah, and
successfully killedhim, and
the two basilisks. They st
bonfires to announce the
dawning of a new day
throughout the land.

That is where Nowruz
comesfromandwhy onthe
21 of Marchwesaw somany
bon fires. Also, the 23 of
Marchistheholiday “Eida
Adhd’. Thisisatimewhen
Muslims offer animal
sacrificesand givethe mesat
to the needy. If you have
any questions on Kurdish
holidays, or just want to
know more, you can go to
kurdishmediacom.

Thanksagainfor dl your
hardwork.

SNEMORA

pecidized unmanned aerid
vehide(UAV)whichwefly on
a regular basis to keep
observation on severa key
regions in our area of
operations. These skilled
teams have conducted
numerous missions
throughout March and have
beeningrumentd inour &bility
to observe large tracts of
groundfromremotelocations
These UAVs allow us to
mitigate risks to our soldiers
whowould otherwise haveto
cover this same ground via
mounted patrols as well as
providingacertaindement of

surprise. They have proven
themselves time and time
agan.

Executing ddiberate, well
resourced trainingto our Iragi
Security Force partners
continues to be an important
part of your soldier’smisson
here. Every day, our talented
team of professional cadre
train Iragi Army, Iragi Police,
and Border Policeonessentia
tasks needed to achieve sdf-
reliant security organizations.
The young Iraqi soldiers
dongwiththeirleedershipare

Continued on page 20

WITC...

Continued from pagel11

“I think thet snce | have
arrived here things here have
been running pretty smooth.
Thisis my firgt deployment,
and | have met some redlly
good people here, the Idaho
Nationa Guard arejust grest,
and the people at
Headquarters are good to
work for, they have madelife
here in a war zone pretty
decent,” he added.

After everything that he
has been through to get
whereheistoday, hehad one
thing to say. “Thisis what it
al comesdownto, thatweare
defending fresdom, theliberty
that wed enjoy inthe United
Sates. As a soldier, | know
what exactly | wastrained for
and what | am fighting for

Unitsralling...

Continued from page9

In order to keep up with
the work load and keep the
shop supplied with an
adequatetock of repair parts,
Maybon, Bullock and
company keepasectionof 17
soldiers running continudly.
Thepayoff for dl thislabor is
safer vehidesfor the Brigade
soldiers running combat
missons.

Body & mind...

Continued from page9

newcomerswhen they arrive
— help them learn kills they
may need to cope. Include
your buddies and new
soldiers in opportunities to
relax and offer encouragement
for your buddy when he or
sheisdoingwell.
Duringthistimeaway from
our homes, remember it is
sressful, but we as soldiers
aretrained to ded with it but
when we can't, the Combat
StressClinicisheretohep.




Vol. 5 Ed. 18, April 2005

Snakebites

Page 16

TF 1-163rd Infantry

Task Force Griz has
been conducting
operations in Hawija,
Iraqg for a little over
three months. Task
Force Griz isnow made
up of G Troop, 82d
Cavalry (Oregon), C
Company 116th
Engineers (Idaho), B
Company, C Company
and Headquarters and
Headquarters
Company TF 1-163d
Infantry Battalion
(Montana). The very
tough work that our
soldiers have done
since we have been
here has resulted in
incredible successes,
experiences that will
last lifetimes and have
helped in many ways
to contribute to the
success of this
fledgling country.

Operations
conducted by Griz
soldiers have resulted
in an amazing list of

TF GrizUpdate

by Maj. T.J. Hull, Executive Officer, 163rd Infantry Bn.

accomplishments.
Hundreds of suspected
enemy have been
captured by Griz
soldiers, many of whom
are confirmed enemy.
Griz has located and
seized literally tons of
hidden enemy weapons
and explosives. There
is little doubt that the
soldiers of TF Griz will
be remembered as one of
the most successful
units in this theater.
Daily life in our
Forward Operating Base
McHenry and in our area
of responsibility have
been rewarding, as well
as challenging for our
soldiers. Soldiersfulfill
a range of
responsibilities on a
daily basisthat are truly
humbling. Onthe same
day, a soldier might
patrol to counter enemy
mortar attacks in the
morning and conduct a
raid to capture an enemy

l‘
Maj. T.J. Hull

insurgent at night. Griz
soldiers have done a
great deal to improvethe
conditions in lraq. TF
Griz often conducts
Medical Assistance
Visits (MAV’s) to
improve the health of
local Iraqgi residents.
Companies are also very
involved in facilitating
projects that range from
improving the quality of
drinking water, to
refurbishing schools.
TF Griz iscommitted to
stabilizing our small part
of this country, whether
through engaging local
religious, tribal, and
government leaders, or

by helping communities
solve infrastructure
problems.

Living conditions at
Griz Forward Operating
Bases are austere, but
soldier innovation, good
company, and a strong
sense of purpose have
made life here much
better than just
tolerable.

We have had some of
the best times and the
worst times since
arriving in lraq. Our
most difficult time
occurred recently with
the death of one of the
most loved soldiers,
Sgt.1st Class Robbie
McNary. On April 3,
2005, we conducted a
memorial ceremony for
Sgt. 1st Class McNary
and paid our respects to
this great soldier who
worked so hard to be the
outstanding NCO that
he was and friend to so
many. Soldiersof TF Griz

have gathered in small
groups for the last week
telling their favorite SFC
McNary stories and
wishing they could
somehow be magically
transported to
Lewistown, Montanato
comfort his family, or
better, transported back
in time to undo what
cannot be undone.

Other soldiers who
have gone home are
constantly on the minds
of soldiers here,
especially Staff Sgt.
John Bennett, who is
prayed for daily.

Our soldiers have
maintained a level of
morale that can only be

explained by their
camaraderie, sense of
purpose, and

professionalism. TF Griz
soldiers are proud to be
part of the history that
they are making and
should be. They are
truly aband of brothers.

One picture is Worth a thousand words...

by Capt. Michad L. Beck,
Commander, B Co., 163rd
Infantry Bn.

Having beenin country
nearly four months now |
already have several
memories of Irag. | must
admit that there are some
thingsthat I’ d much rather
forget. The other day one
of my platoon leaders, 1st
Lt. Chad Schopp, gave me
this photo which brought
back a more pleasant
memory. | liketocall it aboy
and his dog. | remember
the day well. We had
conducted a dismounted

patrol across the Tigris

River into Samarrato visit

workersfor the Ministry of
Power. Samarra is
notorious for what |
would describe as a
persistent Anti-lraqi
Force presence, and we
werein an areawhere my
soldiers had been shot at
before. Aswe approached
the worker’s security
building, a dog was
barking at us out of
control. | anticipated that
one of my soldiers would
rapidly find a solution to
the problem, but it
became obvious rather
quickly that this dog was

a pet of the workers.
Attempts to calm the dog
by the workers and some
of my soldiers were not
successful, until Staff
Sgt. Ward Eckeinstein
approached the pup. The
result is in this photo.
Take away the soldier’s
uniform and replace his
weapon with a fishing
pole, and one might think
that the photo was taken
on the banks of the Clark
Fork River in Montana.
No, this is half a world
away...in more waysthan
one.
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TF 1-163rd Infantry

Amemorid servicewas
held here a FOB McHenry
recently, for Sgt. 1¢t Class
Robbie Dean McNary of
Lewistown, Mont. Sgt. 1st
Class McNary, the Platoon
Sergeant for C Company, TF
163rd Infantry, was logt in
actionat 1:50p.m.onMarch
31,2005.

The memoria service
was conducted by Bn.
Chaplain (Maj.) Oliver
Washington, before the
entireunitaswel ssMg. Gen.
Joseph Taluto, 42nd ID

In Memoriam

Sgt. 1t Class Robbie D. McNary

memorid prayer. 19 Sgt. Hint
then conducted theroll call for
C Company, followed by the
firing of volleys, a 21-gun
salute, and the playing of
Taps.

The ceremony was
concluded with the silent
bearing of Sgt. 1st Class
McNary’sbooats, rifle, hdmet
anddogtagsby 163rdsoldiers
where they were set for
presentation on a platform,

" ; “ald Eagesl )
Soldiers of TF 1-163rd I nfantry wait their t
to pay their last respectsto Sgt. 1st Class Robbie McNary.

\"T‘J

urninline

commeander, Brig. Gen. Alan
Gayhart, 116th BCT
commander, 42nd ID
Chaplain (Col.) Dan
Robinson and a large
contingent of brigade staff
members, with the 42nd ID
band playing ‘Oh, Danny

Boy’ quietly in the
background.
The eulogy was

delivered by Capt. Mark
Sauvageau who quoted
from Shekespeare, of a“Band
of Brothers.” This was
followed by touching
remarksfrom 1 Sgt. Garth
Hint, 1 Lt. Joe Georgeand
Sgt. Travis Gradl. After the
reading of scriptureby Cmd.
Sgt. M. William Lohrenz,
Chaplain Washingtonleddl
those gathered in the

wherehisfdlow soldierswere
thendlowedtopassandsdute
paying their final

St 1t Class
McNary

cannoneer inDet. 1, Howitzer
Battery, 1-163rd AC, out of
Lewigown, Mont. Later, while
staying in Lewistown, he
transferred into an auto
rifleman position, part of the
reorganized 1-163rd Infantry
Bn. (M) and stayedtruetohis
infantry rootsashedeve oped
into afine Infantry fire team
leader.

Once proving himself
worthy as aleader, hetook a
promotion as a squad leader
in Co. A, 163rd IN Bn. in
Billings Mont. Heeventudly
found his way back to
Lewistown as asquad leader
and would soon make the
trangitionto TOW gunner. He

again moved back to a fire
teamleeder pogition, thenback
toasguadleader andremained
in that pogtion until finaly
taking up his true caling as
theplatoonsergeant for CCo,,
TF1-163rd IN (theOutlaws),
part of the116th BCT.

“All of us who are
asndaedwiththe116thBCT
mourn the tragic lossof
Montana National
Guardsman Sgt. 1st Class

gunneries, M16
Qualifications, Army
Physical Fitness tests, re-
organizations, and after-
action reviews. He had
sacrificed vast amounts of
persond and family timeto
ensure that his soldiers (his
other family) were squared
away. Nothingwastoo grest
of asacrificefor hisunitand
fdlow soldiers. Whether it
wasintheburning forestsof
Montana, overseasinBosnia
ortheail-gained skiesof Irag,
he was up to the chalenge.

The mernbefsi& C.'Co., 1—163rdi rifantry, standﬁbehi nd fhé-
memorial for their fallen comrade and friend, Sgt. 1st Class
Robbie D. McNary. (Photos by Saff Sgt. Jack White)

Robbie McNary. This great
oldierwaslog whilebringing
peace, Sability and freedom

respects to a great
ldier.

Sgt. 1st Class
Robbie D. McNary
was born January 17,
1963. Heenligedinthe
United States Marine
Corps onDecember 9,
1980 andremainedfor
3yearsuntil December
12, 1983 when he
joined the U.SM.C.

tothiscritica part of
ourworld. I knowthet
al Idahoans extend
our heart-felt
sympathies and
condolences to his
family and pray that
Godwill comfortand
kegpthemduringthis
terribly sedtime” sad
Magj. Gen. Larry
Lafrenz, the Idaho

Resarve. Heremained Adjutant Generd.
intheresarveuntil 1986 Sgt. 1st Class
when he entered the McNary had served
IRR the MontanaARNG
In 1987, McNary [ G =| in untold weekend
enlisted into the | Sgt TravisGradl of TF 1-163rd Infan- | drills, anuual
Montana Army [try, sits with head bowed as he mournsthe | trainings, NTC and
National Guard as a 1loss of a platoon leader and a friend. JRTC rotations,

Thereisn't asoldier among
uswho couldriva thework
ethic and pridein sarvice of
RobbieD. McNary.

Atthistime, hehasbeen
submitted for a Bronze Star
medd with“valor’ deviceas
areault of hisactionsduring
Operdionlrag Freedomlll.
He has recently been
awardedtheCombet Infantry
Badge. Previous awards
werenumerousfromboththe
U.S. MarineCorpsand U.S,
Army.

Heissurvived by hiswife
Annette, sons Robert and
Ryan, daughter Alyssa and
hisfather, BobbieMcNary.

Flowers and cards are
welcomed by the McNary
family. Sendto: 810W. Evdyn
S, Lewigown, Mont. 59457.
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TF 3-116th Armor

Three3-116 AR soldiersawarded Bronze Sar Medd

* Spc. Josiah Jurich, Sqt. Charles Jordan, and Saff Sqt.
Marvin Albert |1, After receiving the Bronze Star Medal
from Brig. Gen.Gayhart, 116 BCT commander.

Soryand Photosby Spe. Cathy
Alberto, 116 BCT Public
Affairs Specialist

FOB WARRIOR, Irag-
Three 116th Brigade
Combat Team Soldiers
from received Bronze
Star Medals for heroic
achievement April 1.

Spc. Josiah Jurich,
Sgt. Charles Jordan, and
Staff Sgt. Marvin Albert
Il were presented the
Bronze Star by Brig.
Gen. Alan Gayhart,
commander of the 116th
BCT. All three soldiers
are from Task Force 3-
116 Armor headquarters

company.
On the morning of 13
January, all three

rendered life saving
treatment to a soldier

who was badly injured
when his vehicle struck
a land mine. According
to the award
recommendation letters,
their quick thinking
saved not only his arm,
but hislifeaswell.
According to reports,
Staff Sgt. Albert was
instrumental in getting
the wounded soldier out
of the truck so he could
initiate intravenous
fluids and continue
treating for shock. Staff
Sgt Albert reportedly

so that it was evenly
covered on all sides.

Sgt. Jordan and Spc.
Jurich controlled the
bleeding from asevered
artery, working together
to stem the bleeding
within 10 minutes with
numerous pressure
dressings.

The Bronze Star
Medal is awarded to any
person who, while
serving in any capacity
in or with the Army of
the United States after 6
December 1941,
distinguished himself or
herself by heroic or
meritorious achievement
or service, not involving
participation in aerial
flight, in connection with
military  operations
against an armed enemy;
or while engaged in
military  operations
involving conflict with an
opposing armed force in
which the United States
isnot abelligerent party.

Soldiers of HHC, 3-116 AR Vbeing addressed by Brig.
Gen. Alan Gayhart, commander of the 116 BCT.

o

The reverse side of
the medal has the
inscription "HEROIC OR
MERITORIOUS
ACHIEVEMENT" and a
space for the name of
the recipient to be
engraved.

“[Their] decisive
actions cut the ‘golden
hour’ of life-saving care
in half and saved [the
Soldier’s] life,” wrote TF
3-116 Platoon Leader 1st
LT. Max Arvidson in the
citation for the awards.

The 116 BCT was

spot checked the
soldier for other
injuries and
adjusted the
security
perimeter set up
around the scene,

>y

Capf. Jhnbfrﬁeling, commander of HHC,
3-116 AR, salutes Brig. Gen. Gayhart at the be-
ginning of the Bronze Star award ceremony
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Brig. Gen. Gayhart confersthe Bronze Sar
Medal upon Spc. Josiah Jurich, Sgt Charles
Jordan, and Staff Sgt. Marvin Albert 11, at a
ceremony on April 1.

mobilized in
support of the
global war on
terrorismin June
2004. Theunit's
multi-faceted
mission in lraq

includes security
training and operations,
aiding the lIraqi
government, supporting
economic and
infrastructure develop-
ment, and facilitating
communications.

The 116 BCT includes
headquarters and staff
sections, two armor
battalions, a mechanized
infantry battalion, a
support battalion, afield
artillery battalion, an
engineer battalion, and
various intelligence,
signal, and specialized
units. The 116 BCT is
one of several Army
National Guard units
deployed in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom
[nI.

My

g

~ TheBronze Star Medal recipients
Gen.Gayhart preparesto place the Medal on their|
uniform left breast pockets.
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TF 3-116th Armor

Operation Provide School Supplies, TF 3-116 deliver toysto Iragi children

by Capt. MonteHibbert, 116
BCT Public Affairs Officer

TOBZAWA, Irat Iragi and
coalition forces delivered
stuffed animals donated by
Americans to disadvanteged
childreninthesmadl villageof
Tobzawa, Irag, March 9.

The combined force,
indudingsoldiersof the 116th
Brigade Combat Team’s Task
Force 3-116 Armor,
headquartered in La Grande,
Oregon, delivered over 150
toys in an effort to improve
relationships  between
themsalves and community
members in this small
community southwest of
Kirkuk.

“Thechildreninthevillage
of Tobzawaareextremely poor

and have very little to play
with,” said 2nd Lt. Joshua
McLaughlin, a fire support
officer with B Co., TF 3-116
Armorwhohdped ddiver the
toys.

“The children were very
excitedtoreceivethenewtoys
and these efforts continue to
strengthen the relationship
between the Iragi Army,
coalition forces, and local
citizens”

Thestuffed animalswere
donated by Americans
through Operation Provide
School Supplies, a
program through which
individuals and organi-
zations donate school
supplies, toys and other
items for distribution by

military personnel to “We makeit apoint to hit
children.AccordingtoTF3- every village in our
116 soldiers, toysarenotthe operations area with
only thingsbeingdedlivered. something like this,” said

Irai children reach for toys distributed by Iraqi andr
coalition soldiers March 9 in the village of Tobzawa as part

of effortsto devel op positive relationshipsin the community.

McLaughlin. “Wehaveaso
distributed water, candy and
other items. Wejust built 125
packets of school supplies
for giving out.” Besidesthe
3rd Armor Battalion, the
116th Brigade Combat Team
is also comprised of
headquarters and staff
sections, the 2nd Armor
Battalion, the 1-148th Field
Artillery Battalion, the 1-
163rd Mechanized Infantry
Battalion, the 145th Support
Batalion, the 116th Engineer
Battalion, and various
intelligence, signal, and
specidized units. The 116th
BCT isoneof severd Army
National Guard units
deployed in support of
Operétion Iragi Freedom I11.

Fox Battery, 188th ADA Trains Iragi Army

Sory & Photoby Sgt. Luke
Rodgers& Sgt. Kenith
Kachena, 188th ADA

Thesoldiersof F Battery
188thADA aregetting thejob
doneinlrag. Fox Btry hasbeen
tasked with training the Iragi
Army (IA) in Kirkuk Irag.
Soldiersof thisunit havebeen
training the IA on common
task illsto aid them on the
security missions being
performed in Iraq. This
trainingwill aidthetrandfer of
power back tothe Iragis.

Fox Battery isresponsible
for training two companiesof
IA Soldiers. One main
difficulty that the soldiersare
facingisthelanguage barrier.
Attached to them are a
number of Iragi trandators
whoassg theminthetraining.
“Thelanguagebarrieristough,
said specialist Shannon
Kliniskeamember of theunit.
But the soldiers seem to
undersandwhat wearetrying
to teach them. They are

mﬂit\mﬁ\" Ag]:Ai £ ];_ \

Iragi Army soldiers practicel itteribearing with one’of
their own, a soldier of F Battery supervising.

%

- g, S J% 'y _ ik B -
Asoldier of F Battery;vatchesasan Iraqgi Army soldier
evaluates a wound, a common task skill.
working very hard to expected to be deployed
accomplish the tasks put through the month of
before them.” Fox Battery is  December.

&

F/188th ADA Soldier of the Month

by Sgt. LukeRodgers& Sgt.  North Dakota National
Kenith Kachena, 188th ADA Guard in 2000 and was
FOBWARRIOR, Irag-  deployedtolragonduly 2nd
Specidist Cody Johnson, a  2004. Cody wasrecognized
high school graduate of for his hard work and
Griggs County Central in  excdllencein training Iragji
2001 was named Soldier of  soldiers in the fidd during
theMonthfor January, 2005  the month of January.
for Fox Battery188thADA. Soldier of theMonthis
Cody is currently on  givenasarewardtosoldiers
deployment in Iraq for OIF  who display exemplary
Il. Cody istheson of Gary  sarvice during the month.
and Janice Johnson who  This reward brings great
reside in Cooperstown, credit to himsalf and his
No.Dakota He joined the  family.

month for January. (Photo by Sgt. Luke Rodgers, 188 ADA)
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Sun Mon Tues Wed | Thurs Fri Sat
1. 2.
Bingo Final Four
2000 0200
Karaoke 80’s night
2130
J 2000
n 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9.
=l Shuffleboard/ JEOPARDY NCAA Dart League Ping-pong/ Latino
‘D Blackjack 1900 Champ. 1900 Dominoes Night Spring
Q 2000 0500 2000 2000 Bash
Madden Texas Spades Events All
: Movie Premier 2000 Hold’em/ 2000 Spring Bash | Spring Bash Day
— 1900 @ Krab 9-Ball Events All Events All
() 2000 Day Day
> 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16.
KRAB KRAEB KRAB KRAR Bingo
v IDOL IDOL IDOL IDOL Ping-pong/ 2000
— 2000 2000 2000 2000 Dominoes Bazaar
— 2000 Bazaar 0900-1700
W— Movie Premier 1200-2100 Karaoke
WO | 1900 @ Krab 2130
8 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23.
Talent Show JEOPARDY Texas Dart League | Ping-pong/ Hip Hop Clamtina
2000 19200 Hold ‘em/ 1900 Dominoes Night Closed
9-Ball Spades
Movie Premier Madden 2000 2000 2000 -
2000 Dining
1900 @ Krab 2000
CALL 460-1614 FOR DETAILS In
,] 24. Gospel 25, 26. 27. 28. 29. 30.Bingo
USAF W Night 1700 JEOPARDY Texas Dart League Casino Night Country 2000
Dominoes 1900 Hold’em/ 1900 Night Fear
SER I ES 2000 Halo 2 /NCAA 8-Ball Spades 2000 Factor
& C ¢ Movie Premicr March 2000 2000 1400
Lombat Support & Community Service 1900 @ Krab Madness 2000 Karaoke
' 2000 2130

March Achewe...

Continued from page 15
enthusiagticdly receptive to
this training and continualy
offer praise to the efforts and
maturity of the Coalition
Soldiers. Through your
soldier’s efforts, these young
men and women are
continuing to learn and
develop their skills for the
betterment of themsalvesand
their country. Through the
dedication and talentsof your
soldiers, the Iragi Security
Forcesarerapidly becominga
professional and confident
force across the country.
Sncewearivedinthester,
many soldiers have been
afforded the opportunity to

reenlistfor somevery lucrative,
lump sum, tax free extension
bonuses. In March done, we
reenligted 22 soldiers herein
the Scorpion Battalion
equating to bonus payouts
well over a quarter million
dollars. | encourageany soldier
who is eligible for these
incentives to seriously
consider taking advantage of
thislimited offerandmaximize
their deployment benefits.
This bonus program will not
last forever and | congratulate
thesesoldiersandther families
for their continued service to
their country andtheNationd
Guad.

Your cards, letters, care
packages and emails are
making this deployment

bearable for many of our
soldiers. Kegp them coming!

and afford them the
opportunity to call or

Although the days here are communicate homein very
long, your soldiers are shorttimeframes.
afforded the opportunity to Our deployment is

cdl, write, and email on a
regular basis. Your locd Red
Cross offices have been very
prompt and efficient in
communicating the few
emergency natifications we
have received from families
thus far during the
deployment. | encourageyou
to use their services to pass
time-sensitive, emergency-
related information to your
loved ones. My
administrative and
command teams pass this
information rapidly and
confidentialy tothesoldiers

moving forward fast. We
have now been in country
nearly 120 days. Along with
the other great units of the
116th Brigade Combat Team,
we participated tinaformal
ceremony which officially
awarded your outstanding
soldiers the 116th BCT
combat patch for wear on
their right sleeve as a
representation of their
combat service. Your
soldiers continue to set the
standard for excellence and
achieve what many only
dream of doing.

Your soldiersare doing a
stellar job! As| witnesstheir
contributions and
achievements here in this
foreignland, I'm constantly
reminded that our soldiers
truly represent the best of
the best. Your soldiers are
touching the lives of many
Iragisevery day and making
ared difference. From the
cgpable Redlegsthat man our
Paladin howitzers to the
soldiers out on mounted
patrolsa 0300inthemorning,
wearemaking animpression
herethat will linger long after
we have redeployed home.
My heartfet thanks for your
continued support, prayers,
and sacrifice. God Bless.

Whenever, Wherever!



