
AFB, VA; Robins AFB, GA; 
McChord AFB, WA; and Davis-
Monthan AFB, AZ.  The 557th 
ERHS is a unified team accom-
plishing multiple projects for the 
Army and Tomahawk Village.  We 
are up for the challenge, let’s show 
the Army how the Air Force rides!  
HOORAH, RED HORSE! 

ing Tomahawk Village for our 
arrival.  We were welcomed 
with open arms and a helpful 
attitude, as we all knew they 
wanted to turn everything over 
and get back to their lives and 
families back home.  Mean-
while, the 820th RED HORSE 
Squadron from Nellis AFB, 
Nevada accompanied by 16 
other bases prepared to directly 
support Army construc-
tion...first in the history of our 
unit.  The following bases are 
represented in this RED 
HORSE unit:  Hill AFB, UT; 
Vandenberg AFB, CA; Ells-
worth AFB, SD; Grand Forks 
AFB, ND; Mountain Home 
AFB, ID; Reserve RED 
HORSE from Lackland AFB, 
TX and Barksdale AFB, LA; 
McConnell AFB, KS; Scott 
AFB, MO; Minot AFB, ND, 
Cannon AFB, NM; Seymour-
Johnson AFB, NC; Langley 

Welcome to the first edition of 
the Horse Country Newsletter!  
Since this will be my first and 
last chance to have an edito-
rial, I’d like to address three 
audiences. 
 
To the 557th Expeditionary 
RED HORSE Squadron: 
Well, we finally made it to our 
destination!  You succeeded 
and excelled at the Army 
Power Projection Platform 
training at Ft McCoy and the 

Udari Range Certification.  
The staffs at both locations 
couldn’t say enough about 
your great performance and 
your great attitudes!  I can’t 
count how many times I 
heard instructors say they’ve 
never seen a better unit, but I 
know it was often.  And I’m 
very proud of each of you. 
     Now we’re getting down 
to business, doing what we 
know best...construction.  
Crews are scattered all over 

the Camp, and a few other 
locations, busy saving lives 
and making life better for the 
soldiers here at Taji.  And all 
of this construction requires a 
great deal of support.  Every-
one here plays an important 
role on the team.  In addition 
to the construction, we are 
performing a few non-
traditional tasks like convoy-
ing, IED crater repairs, gate 
and tower guards, DFAC 
(dining facility in AF terms) 

RED HORSE ARRIVES 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

Words from the 
1st Shirt 

2 

Life At Tomahawk 
Village 

3 

Dirt Boyz 4 

MWR Scoop 4 

Carpenter’s Angle 4 

Training Trinkets 6 

Tidbits 6 

Convoy Team 3 

HORSE COUNTRY 
S P E C I A L  
P O I N T S  O F  
I N T E R E S T :  

• Pictures of life at 

Tomahawk Village, p3  

• Chapel Services Avail-

able, p6 

• TIDBITS, p6 

Camp Cooke, Taji, Iraq 

Chinook sighting 

After many long weeks of training 
at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin and 
Camp Buehring, Kuwait, RED 
HORSE finally arrived at sunny 
Camp Cooke, Taji, Iraq via a Chi-
nook helicopter.  Flying under the 
cover of night, it was a rather un-
eventful flight, which is always 
good!  Once on the ground, we 
found our rooms and said hello to 
our fellow HORSE men and women 
of the 557th Expeditionary RED 
HORSE Squadron, whom we re-
placed.  The 200/201 RED HORSE 
and their Prime BEEF augmentees 
spent the last 6 months completing a 
large number of projects and prepar-

Words from the Commander 



Words from the Commander (cont) 
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guards, work party security, contractor 
escorts, contract QA/QC, and a few other 
details.  There is certainly enough to keep 
us all very busy. 
     You will remember this deployment for 
the rest of your life.  Enjoy it, but please 
don’t get complacent!  Trust me, the time 
will fly by.  At the end, take a moment to 
look at the important role you played in 
giving the Iraqi people their freedom 
back...one of the best gifts a person can 
give or receive. 
     I’ll be heading off to my new assign-
ment soon, so I just want to take a chance 
to say THANK YOU to the great leaders 
who planned and executed this deploy-
ment, to the great mid-level supervisors 
who led the troops by example, and to the 
great airmen who made it all happen.  I’ll 
miss you all a lot and I’ll pray every night 
for your safe return.  To the HORSE! 
 
To the Families and Friends Back 
Home: 
Your “significant other” is doing a superb  
 

job over here!  It’s very hot, very dusty, 
and the days are very long, and no-
body’s complaining about anything, 
except missing you all back home.  We 
all miss home very much, especially the 
folks who’ve had new babies born or 
still on the way and the folks who’ve 
had unfortunate events occur back 
home...but all of us miss home a lot.  I 
recently had lunch with an Iraqi Colo-
nel.  He wanted me to let everyone 
know how much the good people in his 
country appreciate what we are doing.  
His daughter was killed recently by 
insurgents because of his affiliation 
with us, and his father, an ex-Iraqi Gen-
eral Officer, was imprisoned and tor-
tured by the previous regime for 4 
years.  He understands his misfortunes 
are a price he has to pay for freedom, 
but he really appreciates the support 
and sacrifices of his “American broth-
ers and sisters.”  And I appreciate the 
sacrifices of each of you.  God willing, 
we’ll all be home safe and sound and 
soon. 

To the Horse men and women of 
the 820th RED HORSE Squadron:  
It’s been a great honor to be your 
Commander over the past 2 years.  
Looking back at your many accom-
plishments absolutely amazes me.  
Two deployments to SWA, two de-
ployments to the Caribbean and South 
America, an ORI, supporting Oppor-
tunity Village, 19 troop training pro-
jects, our PT program, and a thousand 
other tasks you’ve completed; an 
enormous effort by anyone’s meas-
ure!  It’s no wonder we received the 
AF Outstanding Unit Award...you 
earned it.  You’ve been well-trained 
to do your mission and you have great 
leadership in place to continue to lead 
the way!  Keep up the proud RED 
HORSE tradition, keep striving to do 
your best, and I hope to see you in a 
stable again in the near future. 
 
Colonel Thomas D. Quasney 
Commander 

Good Morning 0500  -  Wake-up & Exercise 
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0600 to 0800 Work & PT 
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0800—1800 Work 

Typical RED HORSE Day at Taji 
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LIFE AT TOMAHAWK VILLAGE 

RED HORSE EXPRESS 
Our special operations team rocks the house.  They 
spend their time keeping the pavement hot between 
AHA gate and Tomahawk Village (same place).  
They are very good at what they do and highly 
equipped with the best guchy gear around, even the 
Army is a little jealous! 
 
These folks allow us to get the parts and materials 
we need to do our job, and help us make payments 
to our contractors. 

Life at Tomahawk Village is 
a much better than life at the 
training locations we visited.  
Believe it or not, it is cooler 
here because of the dry cli-
mate.  But of course 117 is 
still hot, even in the shade!  
And that dust…. 

H O R S E  C O U N T R Y  

Sunset from a Black Hawk 
Helicopter 

   From the Diamond… 
Welcome to Camp Cooke, 
Taji.  For my first article, I’m 
going to keep it short by 
simply telling you a few things 
about me.  I am originally 
from Rock Falls, Illinois.  I 
joined the Air Force in Au-
gust 1983 and began my ca-
reer as a Fuel’s troop in Sup-
ply.  In 1997, I was part of the 
first forced cross training 
program and decided to be-
come a First Sergeant.  Since 
becoming a First Sergeant, 
I’ve been assigned to eight  

different squadrons, served 
under 14 commanders and 
deployed four times.  I am still 
assigned to Nellis but prior to 
this deployment, I moved my 
family to my next assignment at 
Offutt AFB, Nebraska.  While 
at Offutt, I’ll be the First Ser-
geant for the Headquarters Air 
Force Weather Agency.  The 
Weather Agency has about 
1800 people assigned to it, 
mostly as tenant units, and 
forces me to travel to locations 
like Hawaii and Australia.  It’s a 

tough job but somebody’s got to 
do it.  In closing, I have already 
met many of you and look for-
ward to speaking to the rest of 
you in the near future.  If you 
visit the 557 ERHS Headquarters 
building, please drop by my office 
and talk.  I definitely have an 
open door policy and invite any-
one to come by to get answers 
to their questions, talk about 
policies, or discuss ways to im-
prove things around here.  If you 
need to see me after hours, I am 
located in Building 737, Room J.  

Controlled Blast 

Even in a dust storm! 



Dirt Boyz Grind 
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Our airfields folks are a tough 
team to beat.  They are hard at 
work completing simultaneous 
Hesco barrier projects support-
ing Force Protection for the 
Army, Iraq Military Police, and 
us here at Tomahawk Village.  
One project will provide secu-
rity and protection for the Mili-
tary Police to conduct searches 
of all civilian vehicles entering 
the post.  This joint effort helps 
keep the men and women on 
Camp Cooke, Taji safe.  An-
other Force protection project is 
building berms for Castle gate.  
These berms provide protection 

from various threats observed 
by the security forces at that 
gate.  It is a on-going project 
started by the previous RED 
HORSE.  A third project is a 
sewer management project to 
ensure the base has adequate 
water treatment to support the 
Camp.  A fourth project con-
structs a 5-kilometer road on the 
Iraqi side of the base perimeter.  
Finally, they have not forgotten 
about Tomahawk Village...here 
they are smoothing out our run-
ning track, so we can keep 
physically fit without tripping 
on rocks, and they are complet-

ing other activity areas such as 
sidewalks & volley ball courts. 

recting Hajji howlers, and con-
structing operations centers.  As 
usual they are right on target 
and ahead of schedule.  Let’s 
here it for all the structural 
troops!  The Army is amazed 
with their skills and enthusiasm!  
They make us proud and get the 
job done.  And they enjoy it too, 
just ask the carpet hangers! 

Structures has several jobs they 
are working.  As always they 
are very busy helping us get 
settled by building bookshelves, 
tables, desks, sand bag stands 
and fixing doors and making 
keys for the entire compound.  
Additionally, they are already 
hard at work in several Army 
facilities dropping ceilings, cor-

game room only.  We only 
have two working systems, so 
we suggest that you bring 
your own video game system. 
  In the fitness center we ask 
that when you take a water 
bottle you replace it. Also 
please use a spotter when lift-
ing weights, and replace all 
free-weight plates/dumbbells 
on the correct holders when 
you have finished using them. 
  KBR contract is your linen 
exchange; please bring all 
clothes and linen to them;  not 
the lodging office.  The lodg-
ing office will provide you 
with initial linens and pillows. 

We are currently trying to 
replace old/broken recrea-
tional, sports and fitness assets 
to improve the “quality of 
life” within Tomahawk Vil-
lage.  Please be patient as this 
takes time.   
  Movies/Video games are 
available for checkout.  Mov-
ies are required to be returned 
within 72 hours; video games 
will not be checked out.  They 
will be used in the internet/

MWR SCOOP 

CARPENTER’S ANGLE 

The MWR Facility hours:   
0830 – 0600 for Internet Ser-
vice 
 
Fitness Center is open 24/7 
 
The RH DFAC hours:  
0600 – 0800 hours MON – 
SAT (closed SUN) 
 
Lodging hours: 
0600 – 1800 hours MON – 
SAT (closed SUN) 

Structures and Electrical technicians hard at work in an 
Army Brigade Headquarters building. 
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shadow than your 
skin 

H O R S E  C O U N T R Y  

  Many people have heard of the dreaded camel spider and 
possibly how this monster-of-a-creature viciously attacks eve-
rything in its path. Stories even exist of camel spiders eating 
people’s flesh in the middle of the night without them noticing 
until they wake up. Unfortunately these “urban legends” are 
what most believe. Few actually know what the camel spider is 
truly like. The name “camel spider” is not entirely accurate. 
They are not exactly spiders; they’re solifugids —kind of a 
cross between a spider and a scorpion. They vary in size 
(between one to six inches) depending on the species, sex, or 
age. They don’t spin webs and most types (more than 500 spe-
cies) do not have venom. 
  There is one species that may live in this area that has a type 
of venom that causes temporary paralysis in the victim. All spe-
cies have four pincer-like jaws used for crushing their prey. 
The main risks presented by the camel spider bites are shock 
or infection following their strong bite. Despite their fearsome 
appearance and strong bite, camel spiders are unlikely to harm 
humans.  
  Generally, they prefer to stay away from people. So, they 
aren’t likely to make a meal out of you; however, if they are 
backed into a corner or feel threatened, they will fight back ag-
gressively.  
Although they only use three of their four pairs of legs for run-
ning, camel spiders are one of the fastest running arthropods 
and can reach speeds up to 10 mph.  Camel spiders rely on 
this speed to catch prey. Often times, people will only catch a 
glimpse of a camel spider as it dashes across the desert floor 
in search of food.  They feed on spiders, scorpions, lizards, 

and some small birds.   
   Once they have caught their prey,  they 
use their crushing jaws to kill it.  Camel 
spiders are nocturnal predators coming 
out primarily at night in search of food. 
They are attracted to light and will appear 
most frequently on roads or paths. 
  During the day, camel spiders spend 
most of their time hiding in burrows or un-
der objects looking for shade.  When they 
do come out during the day, camel spiders 
avoid the heat by running from shadow to 
shadow, even if it’s yours. If a camel spi-
der runs to your shadow and you try to run 
away from it, the spider will chase the 
shadow. So, it appears to be chasing you 
when it’s actually not.   
  If you see a camel spider, don’t try to get 
rid of it yourself. They will move on their 
own; they don’t spend much time in one 
place.  Chemicals such as bug sprays are 
not recommended as they most likely will 
do nothing but make them angry. Defi-
nitely do not try to capture a camel spider 
to serve as a pet or mascot. 

         FAST FACTS 
• The term “solifugid” is Latin for 

“fleeing from the sun. 
• Sulfugids lay their eggs (between 

20-200) in underground burrows.  
• Pound for pound, their bite is 

stronger than that of a great white 
shark. 

• They can make a twittering sound 
by rubbing their jaws together. 

• Their front legs, called pedipalps, 
have suckers on the tips to enable 
them to climb smooth surfaces 
such as glass. 

• They are sometimes referred to as 
“hair cutters” because it is be-
lieved if a camel spider gets 
caught up in your hair, it will cut 
it’s way out with it teeth. 
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will be accepted if a seat is available; first 
come, first served.  Special testing ar-
rangements can be negotiated for a small 
fee.  Please feel free to discuss all training 
issues with your training manager.  Keep 
her busy! 

Our testing area, located in the HQ 
building 701 across from finance and 
beside the radio shop, will be com-
pleted soon.  The structures folks built 
testing tables and MWR is donating 
computers.  E-testing is not yet avail-
able but is being worked, we should 
know something soon.  We do have 
Course 12 available for immediate 
testing for those hard charging MSgt 
and MSgt-selects.  We are currently 
working on Course 9 and Course 1 for 
our Reserve folks, more to come on 
these courses.  CDC testing will start 
as soon as the tests arrive from the 
States, they have been requested.  To 
start out, our testing will be on Tues-
days and Thursdays, two sessions 
0830 & 1300 hrs.  We only have four 
seats for testing so scheduling is nec-
essary, email is preferred.  Walk–ins 

557th ERHS 

APO AE 09378 

E-mail: theditor@redhorselocal.com 

Editors Note:  All clips and pictures to be included in the next edition of 

“Horse Country” must be hand written or emailed NLT the 4th Monday of 

every month. 

Chaplain Moermond would like to re-

mind everyone about church services. 

Saturday Mass: 2000 hrs 

Sunday Services: 1000 & 1930 hrs 

Thursday Bible Study: 1930 hrs 

Inquire at the Chapel about other reli-

gious services available on Camp 

Cooke, Taji. 

WANTED: Musicians to play numerous 

different types of instruments.  Stop by 

and inquire within. 

557th Expeditionary RED HORSE Squadron 

TRAINING TRINKETS 

Covertrain OJT 

TIDBITS 
Did you know... 

- When departing Camp Cooke, Taji, 
don’t forget to sign in/out of the CSS and 
TOC; complete and turn in your check-
list before you leave. 
 
- OPSEC – keep your conversation/
emails clean and free of sensitive infor-
mation.  In the wrong hands it could de-
grade the security and safety of our op-
erations and/or personnel. 
 
- There is a RED HORSE Website Check 
it out at www.820thredhorse.com. 
 
- Keep your hands on your weapons at 
all times, lest you get punked by some-
one you trust. 
 
- You can order special items at the PX, 
see the store manager for details. 
 

HOW TO CLEAN YOUR CAMEL BACK 
 
1.  Monday’s should be your Camel Back cleaning day. 
 
2.  Use ¼ capful of bleach to ¾ full Camel Back, mix well.  Bleach can be 
found at the clinic. 
 
3.  Flush some chlorinated water through the drinking tube. 
 
4.  Allow 15 minutes of contact time to kill any bacteria or organisms that may 
be growing in your Camel Back. 
 
5.  Agitate your Camel Back every couple of minutes to ensure all surfaces get 
treated. 
 
6.  After 15 minutes, flush more of the chlorinated water through the drinking 
tube. 
 
7.  Drain the bladder of your Camel Back, and refill with potable water.  
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NCO CREED 



CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR NEWEST 

PROMOTEES 

NAME LINE # 

ADVINCULA EPHRAIM 11684 

BIALOTA JAMES MART 10731 

BOODOO RISHI NMN 9460 

BROWN MICHAEL ANTH 10388 

BUCHANAN JOSHUA DA 11822 

CLAYTON JAMES SHAN 13282 

CONNER JAY ALLAN 10353 

CUTSHALL JARED J 13394 

FITTE ROBERT FRANC 4497 

GAGNEAUX DEREK J 6705 

GENT JESSE N 7584 

GOLTZ DAVID K 6899 

JOHNSON JAMES R 1901 

KUNS ZACHARY JAMES 13853 

MACIEJEWSKI PATRIC 3328 

MCGLONE LUCAS G 14050 

MYERS JOHNATHON D 2623 

PARADIS KENNETH J 6971 

PYLES JOY ROMINA 10850 

REDDINGER JOSHUA D 14232 

THOMPSON CHARLES 7107 

VILLARREAL LAURO G 5900 

YOUNG DAVID J R 3853 



ALL 
First Alert – Non-working Fire Extinguishers 
 
The fire extinguishers for billeting are not up to code and must be inspected 
immediately.  Some have been left outside and/or the contents expended at 
some point.  All personnel must report to the Billeting office with their extin-
guishers to have their extinguishers inspected.  If you do not have a fire extin-
guisher in your room, you must also report it to the billeting office. 
 
Second Alert – Possible Fire Hazzard 
 
The PX has sold 500 clip on multi-colored lamps recently.  If you have pur-
chased a clip on lamp in the past 2 weeks, return it to the PX for your money 
back.  These lamps are known to smoke, pop, and catch on fire.  A national 
recall has not yet been issued however these lamps are considered fire haz-
ards and should not be utilized in the billeting area.   
 
Any questions on these to safety alerts or any other safety related topics, 
please contact SMSgt Edward E. Bryant, in Bldg 704 (Engineering/Clinic) or 
send him an email at Edward.Bryant@redhorse.local.  

SAFETY ALERT 



RED HORSE GALLERY 


