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Joint Operations Find Big Cache
Story by Sgt. Daniel Lucas and 1st Lt. Dana Scott

continued on page 6

A joint operation with the 102nd Iraqi
Army Battalion and the 2nd Brigade, 8th Field
Artillery Battalion thwarted an enemy ambush
and discovered a large weapons cache Wednes-
day, March 30, 2005.

The two forces left Forward Operating
Base Endurance with a mission to conduct a flash
Traffic Control Point south of Haj Ali on a route
known to be commonly used by terrorists.  Within
minutes, the 102nd IA and the 2-8 FA discovered
Anti-Iraqi Forces setting up an ambush with rock-
et-propelled grenades nearby.  The coalition
forces seized and detained three enemy personnel.

Upon questioning the detainees, a very
large cache site was revealed.  The site consisted
of five 105mm artillery rounds, 19 82mm mor-
tars, 116 Rocket-Propelled grenades (RPGs)
including seven armor piercing rounds, 1 can of
mortar fuses, 33 cans of 14.5 mm anti-aircraft
rounds, two boxes plus over 1000 loose 7.62mm
rifle ammunition, 47 pounds of TNT rods, and
one unknown charge.  After the munitions were
itemized, members of the 102nd IA brought them
back to FOB Endurance to be disposed of.

“We have worked very closely. We trust
they have developed with us and it has lead to the

Members of the 102nd IA Battalion and 2-8 FA celebrate after working together to find a weapons cache.
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FOBs See Stars; Generals Visit Mosul Area

FOB DIAMONDBACK, Iraq – Soldiers of Task
Force Freedom (TFF) and members of local coalition
forces met with the commander of the U.S. Forces
Central Command (CENTCOM), during a visit to the
region on Easter Sunday.

During the meeting conducted at  FOB
Diamondback, Gen. John Abizaid, spoke with Brig.
Gen. Kevin J. Bergner, Commander of TFF,
Command Sgt. Maj. Ricky Pring, Command Sgt. Maj.
of TFF and Col. Robert Brown, Commander of the
Lancer Brigade Combat Team, in an effort to gauge
the current situation in Northern Iraq.

The briefing room was packed with local com-
manders and Command Sergeants Major including Lt.
Col. Bradley A. Becker, 2nd Brigade, 8th Battalion
Field Artillery (FA) Commander and Command Sgt.
Maj. Victor Martinez, Command Sgt. Maj. of 2-8 FA
of Forward Operating Base Endurance.  Gen. Ali and
Lt. Col. Ra’ad, of the 107th Iraqi Army were also in
attendance. 

After the meeting, Gen. Abizaid reflected on
improvements made in the region and the challenges
that local U.S. Forces are currently facing.

“It is still dangerous for civilians, U.S., and
Iraqi Forces,” said Abizaid.  “But it is getting better.  I
think continued military operations and continuing to
strengthen the local Iraqi security forces will make it
better still.”

Gen. Abizaid then took the opportunity to
thank the officers and enlisted Soldiers of TFF for
their service and hard work.

“I am praying for the safety of our Troops,”
said Abizaid.  “These young people that are out here
fighting are amazing people, and the country is
blessed to have them.  If the people at home only
knew how much they do every day to keep us safe,
they’d be praying for them every day too.  They
deserve it.”

FOB COURAGE, Iraq - The Commander of Multi-
National Security Transition Command-Iraq visited
Iraqi and Coalition bases all over the Nineveh
province, meeting with local leaders to discuss the
improvement and needs in their areas of operation.

Lt. Gen. David Petraeus’ visit took him to Al
Kindi and Al Kisik, where he met with Maj. Gen.
Khalil, Commander of the 2nd Division, Iraqi Army
and Maj. Gen. Khoursheed, Commander of the 3rd
Division to talk about their battalion and brigade com-
bat effectiveness, training, equipment and personnel
issues.

“[The Iraqi Army] is a success and will 
continue to grow.   Personnel turnover is declining
because everyone wants to be part of the Army,” said
Lt. Gen. Petraeus.  “I feel these divisions are about to
‘break out’ from their training bases and take over

security of the Western Nineveh Province.”   He also
said the Iraqi Army has enough men and supplies to
successfully wipe out all of the terrorists in the area.

...a

...a

Gen. Abizaid talks with Brig. Gen. Bergner while meeting at
Marez.  Photo by Spc. David Nunn

Lt. Gen. Petraeus gives some pointers to the Iraqi Army during his
visit to Al Kisik. Photo by Sgt. Daniel Lucas

continued on next page

Stories by Spc. David Nunn, Sgt. Dan Lucas, Staff Sgt. Michele Uitermarkt
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Lt. Gen. Petraeus also stopped in Al-Hadr to
visit Lt. Col. Ra’ad, 107th IA Battalion Commander
and Lt. Col. Bradley A. Becker, 2nd Brigade, 8th
Battalion Field Artillery Commander, to discuss their
unit issues and potential civil affairs projects in the
area.  They discussed the potential of several projects
including a bronze and concrete facility.  Lt. Gen.
Petraeus also mentioned the potential of auctioning
the sulfur deposits in the area. 

After a long morning of meetings, Lt. Gen.
Petraeus met and lunched with Gov. Duraid
Kashmoula, Vice Gov. Khisro Goran, and other offi-
cials at Provincial Hall.

The luncheon was filled with laughter as the
group dined on a variety of local dishes.  Lt. Gen.
Petraeus thanked the governor and his staff for the
fantastic work they have been doing in the area.  

When they finished eating, Lt. Gen. Petraeus
and Gov. Kashmoula walked hand in hand from
Provincial Hall, displaying the friendship between
Iraqi and coalition forces.

“We have had a lot of support from the begin-
ning,” said Khalil, “[Lt. Gen. Petraeus] really cares
about the Iraqi Army.”

FOB COURAGE, Iraq - The Chief of the Army
Chaplain Corps, Chaplain (Maj. Gen.) Francis Hicks,
visited Forward Operating Base Courage on Friday,
March 25 to deliver the Good Friday Message during
a tenebrae service at the base chapel.

After a showing of  Mel Gibson’s ‘The
Passion,’ CH. Hicks  delivered a message of encour-
agement to the Soldiers of Task Force Freedom in
front of a candlelit picture of Jesus.  He spoke of his
experiences as an infantry sergeant which brought
him to speak to his chaplain and eventually become
one himself.

“We are not far from the place where these
historic events took place,” said CH. Hicks, “Whether
you have faith, or you are wondering about it, He will
meet you here.” 

CH. Hicks also sang and prayed with the
Soldiers in attendance.  The service was a quiet time
of reflection for the Soldiers there.  Maj. Gen. (Chaplain) Hicks speaks during the candlelit tenebrae service.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Michele Uitermarkt.

...and a

Lt. Gen Petraeus walks hand in hand with Gov. Duraid
Kashmoula after a meeting at Provincial Hall. Photo by Sgt.
Daniel Lucas.
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Engineers Lay Groundwork for New Command
73rd Engineer Company Welcomes New Commander 

FOB MAREZ, Iraq – The Soldiers of the 73rd
Engineer Company gathered to bear witness to their
commander’s final mission, transferring his command
authority over to a new commander.

Soldiers gathered to honor their outgoing com-
mander, Capt. Kevin Golinghorst, as he transferred
his command authority to Capt. Kevin Schrock, dur-
ing a change of command ceremony on March 20th,
2005.

During the ceremony, conducted outside the
73rd Engineer Company headquarters, Maj. Michael
Lawrence, executive officer for 1st Battalion, 24th
Infantry Regiment and reviewing officer for the cere-
mony, oversaw the passing of the unit flag, from Capt.
Kevin Golinghorst, to Capt. Kevin Schrock, in a tradi-
tional military change of command ceremony.

“The Sappers have participated in over 150
missions, fighting a fierce counter-insurgency cam-
paign, characterized by the heaviest fighting in
Mosul,” said Lawrence.  “In short, Capt. Golinghorst
has trained and led the 73rd Engineers to be a highly
skilled, lethal and battle seasoned Engineer
Company.”

After comments from Lawrence, Golinghorst,
who will continue to serve with Task Force Freedom
after his command, took the opportunity to reflect on
the challenges and highlights faced by the unit since
he took command 16 months ago.

“They [Soldiers of the 73rd] never ceased to
amaze me with their sense of duty, their satisfaction

with mission accomplishment and their desire to do 
nothing less than meet my intent with their actions on
the ground,” said Golinghorst.  “I have learned that
despite what I brought to the table with my experi-
ences as their new commander, I will always benefit
from the initiative and ideas of these Soldiers.”

Prior to taking command, Schrock, who
worked as the Assistant Brigade Engineer for the
Lancer Brigade Combat Team, vowed to provide the
same level of support and then lead the unit back
home to Ft. Lewis, WA.

“We will continue to aggressively take the
fight to the enemy without becoming complacent,”
said Schrock.  “We cannot afford to become lazy or
take short-cuts because the enemy will not.”

73rd Engineers stand at attention with Strykers and other vehicles in the background at the change of command ceremony.  

Capt. Golinghorst transfers his command and the guidon to
Capt. Kevin Shrock.  Photos by 2Lt. Brian Meager

Story by Sgt. 1st Class Lance Milsted and Spc. David Nunn



Vehicle rollovers are the leading cause of non-
hostile injuries in Iraq.  Awareness is key to preven-
tion of vehicle rollovers. Army tactical wheeled vehi-
cles are not designed with rollover protection as a pri-
mary requirement, so it is a Soldier’s responsibility to
be aware of the risk of vehicle rollover.

Vehicle rollovers can be avoided by following
preventive measures and knowing the six important
factors that can affect vehicle
stability:
1.  Vehicle center of gravity
2.  Load security 
3.  Radius of curves and slope
of roadway 
4.  Vehicle speed
5.  Trailer towing
6.  Vehicle condition and prepa-
ration. 

Drivers should use risk
management control measures
to prevent or reduce the poten-
tial for rollovers by taking the following steps:
1.  Adjust the vehicle speed to allow a speed cushion
for maneuvering
2.  Slow down and downshift early
3.  Observe speed limits
4.  Do not rely on a “seat of the pants” sense to judge
speed and vehicle maneuverability
5.  Slowly accelerate out of the curve
6.  Maintain distance between vehicles
7.  Avoid the temptation to brake hard if the rear of
vehicle or trailer slides out
8.  Wear seat belts.

In the event of a rollover, soldiers should obey
the following procedures:
1.  The first soldier to notice a vehicle beginning to
rollover should shout “ROLLOVER.”  
2.  When rollover is imminent, the driver should per-
form the following: 

a.  release the accelerator 
b.  keep hands on steering wheel with extend-

ed but not locked arms
c.  tuck head and chin into chest and brace for

an impact 
When the vehicle is stabilized, the driver

should:
1.  Shut down the engine

2.  Check for injuries, 
3.  Identify an evacuation route
4.  Retrieve fire extinguisher
5.  Exit the vehicle
6.  Check for fire and fuel leaks or spills
7.  Attempt to contain fire or leaks
8.  Account for occupants and sensitive items
9.  Seek medical attention and radio for help. 

Passengers should check
for injuries, exit the vehicle,
account for personnel and sen-
sitive items, seek medical atten-
tion as required,  and assist the
driver. 

Never attempt to leap
from a rolling vehicle, it may
roll over you. Ensure the vehi-
cle has stopped rolling before
moving. Wearing seatbelts will
prevent soldiers from being
thrown from the vehicle and

prevents injury during the rollovers.
Squad leaders and platoon Sergeants are the

first line of defense to prevent motor vehicle accidents
and should know their soldiers driving habits, ensure
that deficiencies in vehicle inspections are corrected
and re-inspected. Leaders should also recommend
when driving privileges should be revoked, counsel
individuals on the repercussions of unsafe driving,
conduct periodic tailgate safety briefings, and encour-
age soldiers to look out for each other.

With these simple lessons in mind, every sol-
dier can ensure that they are well grounded in safety.
Each Soldier is responsible for their own safety and
the safety of their comrades.  If you see an unsafe act,
stop it immediately and correct it.  You may be saving
a life.
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Simple Lessons to Avoid Vehicle Rollovers

Squad Leaders and
Platoon Sergeants
are the first line of
defense to prevent

motor vehicle 
accidents.
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Rocking you from the Tigris to the Euphrates. 
PLEASE E-MAIL YOUR REQUESTS TO blackhorse@tffpao.org

What do ya think?

continued from front page

“I told [my friend] we won $10,000 on one lot-
tery ticket that we purchased.  He said, ‘you're
[kidding] me.’ I said, ‘nope, I swear’ he said,’
how long til the money gets here?’ I said, ‘a cou-
ple weeks.’ I let it go for a couple hours, then I
told him, ‘april fool.’ He was really annoyed.”

Pvt. 1st Class William Paige,
82nd Airborne Div.

“My mom came home one day holler-
ing, ‘I won, I won.’ waving a lottery
ticket.  I went to my room and made
plans to buy some of this and some
of that.  The biggest item on the list-
was a car.”

What is
your most

memorable 
April Fool’s

joke?

Spc. Michael McFadden
F Co 51st Inf. LRSC

“My NCO typed up an extension of
orders from 365 days to 545 days,
he gave a Warrant Officer as a POC
and at the end, a copy was to be
furnished to 1 April Fool.”

Spc. Michael Raecher
HHC, 16th Signal BN

capture of many Anti-Iraqi Forces,” said
Capt. Frank Worley of the 2-8 FA.

For the 102nd, this is the second
weapons cache of this magnitude since they
started working with the coalition forces.
Their success in taking the fight to the enemy
bolsters their coalition allies’ confidence.

“Their higher command wants to get
the Iraqi forces to run operations by them-
selves,” said Worley. “Before, we were the
driving force.  They’ve shown us a lot.  We
have great hopes for these guys and feel
they’re capable of conducting things on their
own.”

The continued success of the 102nd
Iraqi Army Battalion has had a major impact
on terrorist activity in the Tigris River Valley.
The Iraqi Army is on the march.

Some of the many dangerous muntions discovered at the cache.
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7 Day Weather 
Forecast for

Mosul

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE CHAPEL FOR 
FOB FREEDOM RELIGIOUS SERVICES:

Catholic Mass 1100 Saturday
Latter-Day Saint 0830 Sunday

Protestant 1100 Sunday
2000 Sunday
1930 Wednesday

Gospel 1300 Sunday

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
You can’t be brave if you’ve only had wonderful

things happen to you.

Mary Tyler Moore

Photo of the Week

Ancient ruins in western Iraq seen from a bird’s eye view. (photo by Sgt. Daniel Lucas)
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Headlines From the Other Side of the World

SPORTS SHORTS

Legally Blind Iowa Golfer Gets an Ace
CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa - A man who is legally blind has heard
it before, so he was naturally skeptical when he was told he
scored a hole-in-one while golfing at a local golf course.
“They’ve said it before,” said Joel Ludvicek, 78.  Only this time
it was true.  Ludvicek aced the 168-yard No. 11 hole at Twin
Pines golf course with a driver.  He had to rely on his three golf-
ing partners to confirm the feat, because Ludvicek is legally
blind.  “A big fluke, it’s just one of those things,” Ludvicek said.

Norwegian ships attacked by pirates
Seven Norwegian vessels were attacked by pirates last year,
with Indonesian waters being the riskiest on the seven seas.
Small bands of pirates dared to take on large vessels, and attacks
and attempts to board were recorded on seven Norwegian ships,
as well as a range of foreign ships with part Norwegian owner-
ship, newspaper VG reports.  The 48,000-ton “Syrena” was
stormed by seven pirates armed with jungle machetes, who made
off with valuables and supplies after threatening three crew
members. The Syrena was boarded at night, when the ship
anchored in Kalimantan in Indonesia.  Ugland Shipping’s
38,000-ton “Jorita” was attacked in the Gelasa Straits. Six
masked and heavily armed buccaneers drew up alongside the
vessel in a small speed boat, fired on the bridge and ordered the
ship to halt, but were frustrated after the captain sounded the
alarm, turned floodlights on them, and took evasive action.  

Indonesian waters saw 93 of 325 acts of registered piracy last
year, with Nigerian waters a distant second with 37 attacks.

Seagulls send jockeys and officials flying at Sandown race
Down Under
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) - Five jockeys tumbled from
their mounts and a race was declared void after a flock of seag-
ulls flew into a dozen horses at the Sandown race way in the
southern city of Melbourne on Thursday.  In fading light for the
last race of the day, the jockeys were on the home straight
approaching the finish when the seagulls flew into the horses,
forcing many to shy away and toss their riders.

San Francisco Company Offers Lady Wingmen for Hire
San Francisco, CA (PRWEB) December 31, 2004 -– A new serv-
ice in town allows men the opportunity to hire a Lady Wingman
to help them meet the women of their dreams. The hired female
wingman will accompany the man to a bar or club and introduce
him to the women with whom he wants to talk. The Lady
Wingman will be responsible for initiating contact, keeping the
conversation flowing, and making the man look good.
The ‘Wingman Technique’ has been around for a while. This
wingman role is usually played by a guy’s buddy. The wing-
man’s job is to approach a group of women with his friend and
to start up a conversation. He then has to keep a conversation
going with the entire group of girls while his buddy can concen-
trate all his attention on one single girl.

Courtesy of ESPN.com

Michigan State
Michigan State can score at all five positions. The Spartans also
play as tough a defense as anyone left in the field. University of
Iowa coach, Steve Alford, who was the lone coach to play all four
teams this year, said the Spartans’ defense will challenge their
opponent from the opening tip. The Spartans can lock teams
down with their physical play and on-the-ball defense.

North Carolina
Nobody can handle Sean May in the low post. Great hands, wide
torso, soft touch and surprisingly quick feet make him a night-
mare on the block. He’s a walking double-double.

Louisville
This team is tough. Washington and West Virginia found out first-
hand in Albuquerque how the Cardinals can keep taking punches
and then deliver a knockout at the right time.

Illinois
Start with that most precious of commodities in 2004-05: experi-
ence. It’s been a year of, by and for the upperclassmen, and every
team in the Final Four has plenty of them. But Illinois is the only
one that has nothing but juniors and seniors among its top six.

Why They’ll Win it All


