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FORWARD OPERATING BASE DANGER, TIKRIT, Iraq – Now in their ninth month of 

operations in North-Central Iraq, Task Force Liberty is preparing for their most important 

mission – that of supporting the Iraqi constitutional referendum in mid-October.  Even as 

the 42nd Infantry Division and its brigade combat teams surge their efforts to secure 

polling sites and assist their Iraqi partners, the division welcomes the arrival of the lead 

elements of the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault). 

Like their work with Iraq’s security forces, governance and citizens,  Task Force 

Liberty is setting the 101st Airborne Division up – for success.  The ‘Screaming Eagles’ of 

the 101st Airborne Division will relieve Task Force Liberty, taking the battle hand-off to 

build on, and redouble, Task Force Liberty’s successes. 

 Even now, 101st Airborne Division Soldiers are shadowing Task Force Liberty 

Soldiers for a seamless transition from one command to another.  Simultaneously, Task 

Force Liberty Soldiers are briefing their relief at all levels, from the Soldiers inside tactical 

operation centers to those conducting combat and stability operations with Iraqi security 

forces on Iraq’s roads and in Iraq’s cities.   

 Task Force Liberty has not broken stride.  It is preparing for the referendum and 

pressing on with operations at the same pace, to ensure Operation Iraqi Freedom goes 

on - without breaking stride.    

Breaking the Cycle of Violence 

 In the last two weeks, Task Force Liberty operations have resulted in 24 anti-Iraqi 

forces killed, 12 wounded, and 493 detained.  Significant ammunition seized included 

603 rocket, mortar, artillery and tank rounds; 140 small arms weapons and grenades, 

1,595 rounds of small arms ammunition, 106 mines, 10 rocket-propelled grenade (RPG) 
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launchers, and 49 RPG rounds.  Major equipment included two mortar systems, five 

machine guns, 201 pounds of explosive, 4,957 anti-aircraft rounds, 46 assorted fuses, 

nine illumination rounds, a rocket tube, three sets of night vision goggles, two gas 

masks, and a suicide vest.  Task Force Liberty also seized 13,806,000 Iraqi dinar and 

$2,700.  Within the division’s area of responsibility, 111 improvised explosive devices 

were discovered prior to detonation, preventing the needless loss of life at the hands of 

anti-Iraqi forces. 

1st Brigade Combat Team (Raider).  Iraqi Army soldiers have been finding bombs 

and detaining bomb makers throughout Salah Ad Din Province recently.  

Iraqi soldiers detained three in a raid in Hamryn Sept.  7.  The soldiers cordoned off 

a section of the neighborhood and searched homes, finding a weapons cache and 

detaining three men.  One of the men was brought in for weapons violations and the 

other two were wanted for murder.  The weapons cache consisted of a machine gun 

with 1,000 rounds, two pistols and seven rifles.  The mission was planned and executed 

by Iraqi soldiers with Coalition Forces support. 

Iraqi soldiers found a car bomb in Abu Dalef during their daily patrol on Sept. 17.  

Coalition Forces were called in to destroy the car bomb, which consisted of seven 

artillery shells, a rocket motor and a 55-gallon fuel drum. 

Iraqi soldiers detained seven insurgents suspected of making roadside bombs in a 

raid in Ishaki Sept. 9.  A bomb-making cache, consisting of bomb-making materials and 

several bombs made out of artillery rounds was found as well.  A local informant helped 

locate the cache. 

Iraqi security forces have been helping citizens in other ways as well.  Families in Al 

Bujarin district of Mukashyfa received much needed water pumps from the Iraqi police 

Sept. 5.  The distribution of the water pumps concluded the Al Bujarin water project, 

which was designed to bring clean running water to the area. 

An unexploded rocket was found and disposed of safely near Adujayl Sept. 8.  A 

Coalition Forces patrol found the rocket and called the Tikrit Iraqi Police Forensics 

Department to recover it.  Within minutes the Iraqi police had dispatched a member of 
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their bomb squad to the site, who removed the rocket.  The rocket was disposed of later 

by Coalition Forces. 

Drivers along Highway 1 near Tikrit have another reason to feel safer because 

insurgents have lost another spot to place roadside bombs.  Iraqi contractors, working 

with Coalition Forces, paved the median and shoulder near the Northern Tikrit Bypass 

overpass Sept. 11.  The workers spent the entire day paving the median and shoulder.  

The concrete will keep insurgents from digging holes to emplace roadside bombs. 

Contractors began work on the expansion of the Tikrit Courthouse Sept. 11.  The 

workers began construction of the foundations for a new guard quarters and a reception 

room.  The expansion is designed to give the guards a place to rest, eat and live during 

their tours of duty. 

3rd Brigade Combat Team (Sledgehammer).  Iraqi security forces and the 3rd BCT 

met the challenges of security, training and infrastructure improvement in mid-

September, completing a variety of projects and capturing terrorists. 

Iraqi soldiers conducted a raid in Hinbus Sept.  15.  The mission resulted in two 

terrorists killed and four captured, the seizure of numerous suspects, weapons and 

paraphernalia.  Moreover, the operation further established the ability of Iraqi security 

forces to conduct independent operations that yield substantial results and positively 

affect the security of the nation.  Coalition Forces served in a supporting role as Iraqi 

soldiers led from the front and overwhelmed the insurgents.  

A graduation ceremony took place at Forward Operating Base Normandy Sept. 9 for 

18 Diyala police officers.  Fourteen days of intense training included weapons 

proficiency and handling techniques, combat techniques, report writing, patrolling, traffic 

stops and live-fire training.  Three graduates, while in training, foiled a terrorist plot to 

capture the police station in Abu Sayda.  For their actions, above and beyond the call of 

duty, the three heroes where awarded Certificates of Bravery during the ceremony.   

As part of the program to upgrade and modernize the Iraqi army, Iraqi army units 

received 14 new multi-purpose trucks Sept. 11.  The arrival of the trucks allows the 

brigades greater mobility and enhanced capability to transport troops and supplies.   
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Iraqi soldiers trained with members of the Iraqi police in Baqubah Sept. 12.  This 

particular session focused on weapons training, first aid, room-clearing techniques and 

close-quarters combat.  Iraqi trainers, with minimal input from Coalition Forces, directed 

most of the training.  The training both develops teamwork and establishes common 

tactics and practices, so that in real world situations, the reactions will be uniform and 

automatic. 

At Forward Operating Base Fallock, The Diyala Regional Training Facility (DRTF) 

graduated another group of well-trained, motivated soldiers here Sept. 13.  The DRTF 

combines the Initial Training Course, Advanced Training Course and the Combat 

Leader Course.  These three courses are formidable training for Iraqis who serve their 

nation.   

Soldiers of the 3rd BCT assessed the water treatment plant project site in Khan Bani 

Sa’ad in September.  The project was recently started and is already progressing well.  

Along with cleaning all the filtering units, all the pumps will be repaired or replaced and 

two new pumps will be installed.  In addition, the entire facility will be re-wired, a wall will 

be constructed around the entire facility and several interior building upgrades will be 

made.  Once the project is competed, the plant will improve the lives of citizens.   

Just in time for the new school year, 15 schools in Baqubah received needed repairs 

and equipment here Sept. 8.  The schools received new classroom desks, air 

conditioning units, water coolers, carpets, filing cabinets and security door locks.  The 

Baqubah Qadah Council requested all the projects, and all the work was performed by a 

local contractor to help the local economy. 

In a continuing effort to repair years of neglect to local schools, several projects are 

underway in Mua’d.  One such project is the Mua’d Ibn Jabal Primary School.  The 

school’s outer walls were repaired and new security gates installed.  The project 

employed 50 local citizens. The contract cost $31,000, and was completed before the 

start of the school year.  With the walls repaired, the children of the school can now play 

safely. 

278th Regimental Combat Team (The Volunteers).  The 278th Regimental 

Combat Team (RCT) from the Tennessee Army National Guard continues work with the 
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Iraqi security forces to ensure that they are trained and ready to carry out their mission 

of protecting the Iraqi people when Coalition Forces leave.   

Soldiers from the 278th RCT Military Transition Team, at Kirkush Military Training 

Base, worked alongside the Iraqi army in a Tactical Operation Center (TOC) exercise, 

designed to test the battalion TOC operations.  The exercise lasted six hours.  The 

exercise was based on a scenario to prepare the Iraqi units for elections in October.  

Iraqi units were given situations like a civil disturbance, suspicious vehicles and a 

vehicle bomb to manage and report.  The units did well on the exercise and were able 

to identify shortcomings and procedural changes that needed to be put in place before 

the elections. 

The 278th RCT has also made it a priority to support Iraqi security forces in their 

election registration drives.  Soldiers from Troop L, 3rd Squadron, have been traveling 

with the As Sadiyah city council, the Iraqi police and the Iraqi army as they visit outlying 

villages to give citizens the opportunity to register for the upcoming elections.  Many of 

these citizens didn’t participate in the Jan. 30 election, and many are taking the chance 

to register. 

Finally, on Sept. 9, an Iraqi army Top Gun Competition was held at Jacob’s Range, 

Forward Operating Base Cobra.  The crews that participated were identified as the best 

from each Iraqi army company during a training exercise conducted in August.  The 

goal of the shoot-off was to encourage competition between the different Iraqi army 

companies and platoons, and to identify the best Iraqi army marksman.  Sgt. Maj. 

Timothy West, 3rd Squadron, developed the exercise and acted as the range judge 

during the competition.  The Top Gun Award went to Company C, from Qara Tapa.  The 

winners received a Top Gun trophy, a certificate for their commander, individual 

achievement certificates, and an array of gloves, knives and sunglasses. 

116th Brigade Combat Team (Warrior).  The 116th BCT operations continue in 

Kirkuk Province as the country reviews its draft constitution in preparation for the Oct. 

15 referendum election.  Progress among Iraqi security forces over the past two weeks 

was marked by successful training and operations of Iraqi army units and police.  On 

Sept. 21, representatives from Iraqi security forces and the Independent Elections 
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Commission—Iraq, local emergency services and Coalition Forces gathered at the Iraqi 

army’s K1 Training Facility near Kirkuk to coordinate security plans for the upcoming 

referendum vote. Individual enlisted training for new Iraqi Army recruits continued with 

the next graduation scheduled for mid October.  Iraqi security forces are training and 

preparing to take the lead in securing the region.  For example, Iraqi army units 

completed an evaluation of their ability to conduct an attack. 

Citizen tips helped Iraqi security forces and Coalition Forces capture a group of IED 

makers.  Three of those detained were on the Coalition Forces’ primary target list.  Iraqi 

security forces cleared an IED from the Qoria neighborhood and confiscated contraband 

and illegal weapons. 

The 116th BCT is making economic development and improving the quality of life for 

Iraqis in Kirkuk Province a priority the past 14 days. Economic development and 

infrastructure projects in Kirkuk include large water projects, a landfill and other smaller 

water, sewer and development projects.  The Northern Oil Company engineers 

completed a phase of oil-infrastructure improvement, including replacing some outdated 

oil lines.  In other areas, preparations for the upcoming independent election have 

created jobs and supplied contracts to local firms.  Southern Kirkuk Province has seen 

an increase in independent business activity as Iraqi entrepreneurs find ways to provide 

goods and services to citizens. Economic activity in their area includes the rebuilding of 

Sharja Village, Iraqi army facility upgrades and completion of the Kirkuk Road Lighting 

Project by a local contractor. 

Signs of a growing democracy were evident during the past two weeks in Kirkuk 

Province. The Kirkuk Provincial Council (KPC) continues to meet regularly to discuss 

issues and work toward solutions.  Leaders from the western part of the province met at 

the Kirkuk Government Building to discuss ways to overcome terrorists in their area.  

Leaders and citizens in other villages throughout the province are also taking the 

initiative to meet and express their views.  Daquq City leaders met to discuss city 

transportation and the Daquq Women’s Union recently explained proposed 

constitutional rights to fellow citizens. 
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Religious leaders came together at a conference in Kirkuk Sept. 19 to encourage 

Iraqis to participate in the referendum and to condemn violence on religious grounds. 

The Iraqi Media Network has hosted four television programs where guests of various 

religious, ethnic and political backgrounds discussed the draft Iraqi constitution and the 

upcoming vote.  The weekly “COPS”-style show recently highlighted a huge ammunition 

cache found due to a citizen tip.  During the show, Iraqi police leaders encouraged 

citizens to continue to be partners in defeating terrorism.  

42nd Engineer Brigade (Detonator).  During the past two weeks the 42nd Engineer 

Brigade has supported division priorities of force protection, assured mobility, 

preparation for the Iraqi Constitutional Referendum, infrastructure hardening and base 

realignment. 

Task Force Trailblazer has found 39 IEDs and is on track to surpass all previous 

month’s IED discoveries.   By finding IEDs, the task force assures mobility on the 

divisions supply routes.  Trailblazer patrolled almost 23,000 kilometers during this 

period, bringing the total area covered to over 360,000 since February.  While the 

combat engineers of Trailblazer have reduced IEDs on roads, the equipment operators 

have continued to create and harden security positions along the oil and power lines for 

the 9th Iraqi Security Infrastructure Battalion.   

The combat heavy engineers completed two critical missions in the last two weeks.  

The first was hardening the Force Protection for 3rd Battalion, 69th Armor by installing 

barriers and creating berms.  Insurgent IED attacks have damaged roadways, creating 

a new hazard for Task Force Liberty troops.  Combat heavy engineers IED crater repair 

team has been repairing roads, thereby denying insurgents holes to place IEDs.  In the 

last two weeks 38 holes have been repaired by Company C, 983rd Engineers. 

Personnel from the Design Management Section and the 793rd Engineer 

Detachment have turned their full attention to engineer tasks required to turn FOB 

Danger back to Iraqi control.   

The Brigade Headquarters continues efforts to support the transfer of authority to the 

101st Airborne Division.  The creation of the road and parking area continues at the FOB 

Speicher Division Main Headquarters.  As engineers from the 101st Airborne Division 
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arrive, the engineer brigade staff is working side by side with the next rotations of 

engineers to ensure continuity of effort into the next year. 

Division Support Command (Muleskinner).  There is now an abundance of 101st 

Airborne Division patches on FOB Speicher and 42nd Division Support Command 

(DISCOM) is busy preparing for the transfer of authority.  Both DISCOM and 50th Main 

Support Battalion (MSB) continue to provide support to the 42nd Infantry Division while 

transferring equipment to the 101st Airborne Division.   To ensure the 101st Airborne 

Division is set up for success, all support systems operations are being reviewed.  

These systems must operate at 100 percent to maintain the parts flow in theater. The 

DISCOM and the 50th MSB have been updating and rehearsing their relief plans for the 

upcoming change.   

Differences in the 101st Airborne Division and the 42nd Infantry Division are evident 

at the DISCOM level.  Since there is no main support battalion to sustain vital combat 

logistical patrols, the 13th Corps Support Battalion is assuming those missions.  The 

561st Corps Support Battalion will be taking over missions as well, conducting convoy 

logistical patrols in the 101st Airborne Division’s future area of operations. 

Support teams from the MSB provided a wide range of support throughout the tour 

from various FOBs across Task Force Liberty’s area of operations.  For instance, they 

employed water purification teams, four heavy equipment teams, a light truck squad for 

detainee movement, two medical treatment and evacuation teams, two preventative 

medicine teams, two medical professionals and two combat stress teams.  Maintenance 

support teams were established at FOB Danger for division troops and FOB Summerall 

for Division Artillery.  They also manned a bulk fuel point at FOB Danger and pushed 

bulk fuel to Summerall. 

Company B of the MSB completed over 432 convoys and traveled over a million 

miles, successfully completing over 1,514 combat missions.  They moved everything 

from food to equipment parts.  They even learned how to drive M1074 PLS trucks, a 

combat multiplier that provided flexibility to cover mission surges.  As the transfer of 

authority approaches, the MSB will focus more on FOB closure.  During this period, the 

DISCOM and MSB are supporting FOB closure and emergency water runs to 
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Brassfield-Mora.  The MSB is the backbone of FOB closure and FOB security missions, 

moving equipment, housing units and security walls.  Company E continues to treat 

patients from across the FOB. 

Task Force Exodus has been progressing for several weeks, and over 60 percent of 

the division’s equipment has been moved to Kuwait. The pieces will either be shipped 

back to the United States or added to the Army pre-positioned stocks in Kuwait.  By 

pulling this equipment, the Army will have built enough equipment and undoubtedly 

save time and money in the future.  Theater assets are moving equipment to Camp 

Victory, Kuwait and on to the Port.  The 50th MSB is busy moving equipment from 

various FOBs to the equipment yards to assist and facilitate the retrieval of equipment.  

The 1035th Maintenance Company is preparing these pieces of equipment and getting 

them through customs and onto the ships. 

The DISCOM’s Iraqi security forces cell is issuing equipment, ammunition and 

supplies to the Iraqi security forces.  Through teams at in Kirkuk and Kirkush, instruction 

to the brigade support units is continuing at a fast pace.  These units are being taught 

how to handle, issue and track supplies, a new practice for them.  This sets the stage 

for Iraqi security forces to assume greater responsibility throughout Iraq, especially with 

elections coming.  The Iraqi security forces are prepared to remain extremely busy. 

Conclusion 
Task Force Liberty and our Iraqi security forces partners are providing a safe and 

secure Iraq.  We are working with the Iraqi security forces to neutralize the insurgency.  

We are training, coaching and supporting the Iraqi security forces as they develop their 

own independent capabilities to defeat the insurgency and improve the quality of life for 

the Iraqi people.  We believe in the future of Iraq.  To our families, friends, employers 

and the American people, Task Force Liberty thanks you for your steadfast support and 

encouragement.   

Never Forget! 

 
For more information on the 42nd Infantry Division and Task Force Liberty: 

www.42id.army.mil

http://www.42id.army.mil/
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