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Soldier board
honors fallen
sergeant major

Story and photos by 
Pfc. Joshua R. Ford
MNC-I PAO

Magazines, letters from loved
ones and care packages are some
of the things service members
enjoy receiving from friends and
family back in the U.S., but who
makes it possible to receive grand-
ma's famous brownies or the latest
issue of Sports Illustrated?   

Camp Victory's post office is on
point when it comes to getting
mail out to the Soldiers, Airmen,
Sailors, Marines and civilian con-
tractors who work on Camp
Victory or Abu Ghraib. 

"Pushing mail, pushing mail
and pushing mail. That's our mis-
sion, and that's what we do," said
Spc. Joseph Green, mail clerk for
the 641st Postal Company out of
New York.

Their mission requires more
than just distributing thousands of
packages and letters to 84 offices
on Camp Victory and Abu Ghraib.
The mission also includes inspect-
ing outgoing packages and in- pro-
cessing and out-processing units
arriving or departing Camp
Victory.    

The 129th Postal Company,
Fort Bragg, N.C., the 729th Postal

Company, an Army reserve unit
out of California, and the 641st
Postal Company carry out this
mission from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
every day.

Early in the morning to the late
afternoon, Kellogg, Brown and
Root picks up mail by truck from
Baghdad International Airport and
delivers it to the camp's post
office. 

The mail is then unloaded, sort-

ed through and placed in bins
labeled with the receiving unit's
name. 

After all the unloading and sort-
ing it's time for mail call. Mail call
is conducted between the hours of
1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 

During mail call, all the unit
postal clerks pick up their mail
and deliver it to the addressed
individuals in their unit, said
Curtis Wisher, 129th postal opera-
tions noncommissioned officer in
charge.

To be certified as a postal clerk,
the individual has to take a class
taught by post office Soldiers. 

Once service members or civil-
ians complete the course they
receive a DA-285 card, which
authorizes them to pick up incom-
ing mail for their units or employ-
ers, Wisher said.

The post office usually ships
out about 4,500 pounds of mail
every day, Bocanegra added.

This mail comes from Camp
Slayer, Camp Victory and Abu
Ghraib.

Every Saturday, six or seven of
the post office Soldiers go on a
rodeo to Abu Ghraib to deliver and
pick up mail, said Wisher. 

Victory post office delivers morale

Sgt. Erica Guerrero, a finance clerk with the 729th postal company
out of California, seals a package after inspecting it.

A contract worker for Kellogg, Brown and Root  carefully places a
crate of outgoing mail aboard a trailer that will travel to Baghdad
International Airport and be shipped back to the U.S. See MAIL, Page 4

Story and photo by 
Lance Cpl.
Bernadette L.  Ainsworth
MNC-I PAO

The Multi-National Corps -
Iraq Judge Advocate General’s
office honored a fallen Soldier
by holding the first Sgt. Maj.
Gilmore Soldier of Excellence
Board Oct. 4-5 at the Camp
Victory Courthouse.

The board was created to
recognize outstanding parale-
gals currently deployed to Iraq
that uphold the high standards
Gilmore set for his Soldiers,
said Sgt. Maj. Michael Broady,
XVIII Airborne Corps Staff
Judge Advocate sergeant
major.

The board spanned two days
of intensive questions, which
included topics such as Sgt.
Maj. Gilmore history, U.S.
Army history, legal administra-
tion and military justice.

See GILMORE, Page 3

Sgt. Maj. Michael Broady, XVIII
Airborne Corps Staff Judge
Advocate sergeant major,
speaks in remembrance of
Sgt. Maj. Cornell Gilmore at
the inaugural Sgt. Maj.
Gilmore Soldier of Excellence
Board at the Camp Victory
Court House Oct. 5.
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Story and photo by
Spc. Jeremy Crisp
MNC-I PAO

The words are General-Technical, and the
GT score Soldiers receive on the aptitude test
taken when joining the military can be the
difference between jobs they want and jobs
they don't.

If the case is the latter, Soldiers at
Camp Victory now have the opportunity to
improve low GT scores through a course
taught at building 123 here.

"The goal of the General-Technical
Improvement Course is to give deployed
Soldiers the opportunity to attain a score of
110 or higher on their GT score," said Sgt.
1st Class Tracy J. Lippincott, course facilita-
tor and platoon sergeant with Company A,
280th Signal Battalion, Delaware Army
National Guard, who added that 110 is the
"magic number" that lets Soldiers get any job
they want in the Army.  

The GT portion of the Armed Services
Vocational Aptitude Battery test is comprised
of arithmetic reasoning, word knowledge and
paragraph comprehension, Lippincott
explained.  

"What this course focuses on entirely is
those three sections of the ASVAB," she said.  

Upon completion of the three-week

course, Soldiers take the ASVAB test again
in order to re-determine their GT score.  

The course is available to all Soldiers who
have less than a 110 on their GT score, and
the course requires that troops who attend be
released from duty for the entire three weeks.
This is because of the large workload and
class time that students must put into the
course, Lippincott added.

"Students are given several hours of home-
work each day, and they need a lot of addi-
tional training and tutoring," said Lippincott,
whose civilian life has her working in the
education department of the American
Society of Training and Development.

Class times are Monday through Friday,
with a morning class from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and an afternoon group attending from 1
p.m. to 6 p.m. with three hours of math and
two hours of English per class.

While the course offers students a chance
to improve themselves, it also gives qualified
Soldiers the opportunity to instruct those stu-
dents.

"Instructors need to be able to give three
weeks as well," Lippincott said, but added
that there is an option if Soldiers can't dedi-
cate that much time.

"There are a lot of Soldiers out there who
may not be able to dedicate time to be an
instructor; however, there are numerous
tutoring and assistant instructor positions
available," she said. 

The success of the course can be seen by
the numbers of graduates and their scores.

The GT Improvement Course facilitators

Spc. Jeremy Crisp/MNC-I PAO

Col. Carlton Reid (left), commander, 17th Field Artillery Brigade and Camp Victory Mayor
Cell, Fort Sill, Okla., hands a graduation certificate to Spc. Kendrick V. Heath,
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 51st Signal Battalion, Fort Bragg, N.C., during
a ceremony for the 48 graduates of the General-Technical Improvement Course Oct. 7 at
the Al-Faw Palace ballroom.  

General-Technical
Improvement Course
graduates 48 Soldiers

Donate your
used bikes
The 2nd Battalion, 229th
Infantry Regiment would
like to gather your used

bicycles and give them to
Iraqi 

children near Camp Victory. 
Donating your used bike

can assist in improving the
community’s opinion of the

Coalition Forces and 
provide happiness to 

children in need.
If you have a bicycle that is
in working order and would

like to donate it, contact
Sgt. 1st Class 

Thomas Odardi at
thomas.odardi@iraq.cent-
com.mil or call 822-3790.

See ASVAB, Page 4

Program boosts troop GT scores
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The review board was com-
prised of five noncommissioned
officers from the rank of staff
sergeant to master sergeant.

The winner of the board was
Sgt. Richard Goldstein, 42nd
Infantry Division Staff Judge
Advocate’s Office, Tikrit, Iraq.

"It feels good to be the winner
of the first Sgt. Maj. Gilmore
Board.  Sgt. Maj. Gilmore looked
out for his people; he was a good
leader. He led by example, and
he's somebody who really cared
about people. Living up to his
legacy is a daunting task, but I'll
do my best to do it."  Goldstein
said.

Gilmore's helicopter was shot
down Nov. 7, 2003, while he was

visiting Soldiers in Iraq.
"As a leader, Sgt. Maj.

Gilmore worked tirelessly to
ensure Soldiers were trained and
competent in their combat war-
rior and paralegal skills," said
Broady.  

"Mostly, he wanted his
Soldiers to thrive in a feeling of
self-worth and value in the JAG
Corps and the greater Army.
This board is dedicated to Sgt.
Maj. Gilmore's vision, personal
courage, pursuit of paralegal
excellence and love for soldier-
ing."

Next year the board will be
held at Fort Bragg, N.C., and will
be open to all paralegals in the
Army, said Broady.

GILMORE
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SSG St.Clair PFC Clifton SPC Little
Schedule This Week’s Picks

Notes
Posting the second-worst record of the season, Pfc. Clifton has fallen

into last place after week five. It’s no surprise that he went 3 - 11 though,
since he spent all last week blubbering about his lack of a lucky blanket.
To top it all off, his precious Bengals lost, meaning even more blubbering.

Staff Sgt. St.Clair, on the other hand, had a banner 10 - 4 week. His
Seahawks beat the Rams (who had Seattle’s number last year and knocked
them out of the playoffs), moved into second and “found” a new blanket.

With a 7 - 7, the guests posted no gain, lost no ground and had just
enough to keep the narrowest of leads going into week six.

This week’s guest picker Spc. is Brandon D. Little, administrative spe-
cialist, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 10th Mountain Division.

If you would like to be a guest picker, call 822-1414 or e-mail
mark.st.clair@iraq.centcom.mil. 

Last Week’s Results:
Overall:

10 - 4
38 - 36

3 - 11
36 - 38

7 - 7
39 - 35

Week Five Bye Teams:
49ers, Eagles, Cardinals, Packers

Spc. Murdock Macaskill, 525th Military Intelligence Brigade,
Fort Bragg, N.C., is seen in the mirror of his truck during a dri-
ver's training course Sunday.

Man in the mirror
photo by Pfc. Joshua R. Ford/MNC-I PAO

Sgt. Richard Goldstein (right), 42nd Infantry Division, Tikrit,
Iraq, is given a plaque by Sgt. Maj. Michael Broady, XVIII
Airborne Corps Staff Judge Advocate sergeant major, for win-
ning the first Sgt. Maj. Gilmore Soldier of Excellence Board at
the Camp Victory Courthouse Oct. 5.

photo by Lance Cpl. Bernadette L. Ainsworth/MNC-I PAO

If you have any questions
regarding the Referendum
Election then speak to your unit
Public Affairs Officer.

IRAQ WILL BE HOLDING A NATIONAL REFERENDUM TO RATIFY THE
CONSTITUTION ON OCT. 15

THIS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A NATIONAL ELECTION ON DEC. 15 TO
ELECT A NEW IRAQI GOVERNMENT

BOTH THE REFERENDUM AND THE ELECTION WILL BE RUN BY THE
INDEPENDANT ELECTORAL COMMISSION OF IRAQ

MULTI-NATIONAL CORPS - IRAQ WILL BE PROVIDING SUPPORT AT THE
REQUEST OF THE IECI IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A FREE AND FAIR IRAQ

IRAQ REFERENDUM AND ELECTION 
INFORMATION SPOTLIGHT
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What will be your first meal when you get back to the U.S.?

“I'm going to have enchi-
ladas. The Mexican
plate.”

"Chinese. I'm going
straight to the buffet, then
I'm going to get a slushie
from Sonic on the way
home."

Spc. Todd A. Sanchez
Company C, 1st Battalion, 
151st Field Artillery Brigade, 
Minnesota Army National Guard

Today: Karaoke 8 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Ping Pong at 8 p.m. at
Bldg. 51; At the Gym: Tae-Kwon-Do from 6 - 7 p.m.;  Fencing
from 7:30 - 9 p.m.

Wednesday: Dominoes at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Spades at 8 p.m. at
Bldg. 51; At the Gym: Aerobics from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.; Boxing from
8 - 9 p.m.; 5on 5 Basketball coaches meeting at 12:30 p.m. in Bldg.
51.

Thursday: Country Night at 7 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Nine ball at 8 p.m.
at Bldg. 51; At the Gym: Tae-Kwon-Do from 6 - 7 p.m. Bench Press
tournament at 7 p.m.; Columbus Day 10 K Run at 7 a.m. at Bldg. 51.

Friday: Halloween Movie Marathon at 5 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Salsa
Lessons at 8 p.m., Latin Night at 9 p.m. at Bldg. 51; At the Gym:

Aerobics  from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.; Fencing from 7:30 - 9 p.m.; 5 on 5
basketball tournament.

Saturday: College football at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 51; At the Gym: Tae-
Kwon-Do from 6 - 7 p.m.; Boxing from 8 - 9 p.m.; 5 on 5 basketball
tournament, horseshoe tournament meeting in Bldg. 124 at 12:30
p.m.

Sunday: NFL football at 9 p.m. at Bldg. 124; NFL football at 9 p.m.
at Bldg. 51; At the Gym: Fencing from 7:30 - 9 p.m.; 5 on 5 basket-
ball tournament, horseshoe tournament.

Monday: Chess at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Dominoes at 8 p.m. at Bldg.
51; At the Gym: Aerobics from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Boxing from 8 - 9
p.m.

Victory MWR Events October 11 - 17

Spc. Jessica E. Blow, 
administrative specialist, 
HHC, XVIII Airborne Corps, 
Fort Bragg, N.C.

Betty Zamarripa, 
AAFES manager, 
Camp Victory Shopette, 
San Antonio, Texas.

"McDonalds.  I'm going
to get a Big Mac with
fries and a shake." 

A rodeo is when post
office Soldiers convoy out
to Abu Ghraib to deliver
mail to the troops assigned
to the Abu Ghraib forward
operating base, said Wisher.

"We have been real lucky
because we haven't run into
any enemy contact on any
rodeos so far," said Spc.
Francisco Herrera, 129th
Postal Company mail clerk.

"Our post office received
good ratings on its yearly
inspection from the CFLCC
headquarters because of the
Soldiers who provided top
quality customer service in
both finance and operations.  

The Soldiers constantly
come up with ways to make
the post office run more
efficiently, and we have
come a long way from when
we first walked in here in
January," said Lt. Jennifer
Bocanegra, postal officer
for the 641st.

MAIL
held a graduation ceremony to
honor 48 of the course's most
recent students Friday at the Al-
Faw Palace ballroom.

"The GT Improvement Course
helped out a lot," said Spc.
Kendrick V. Heath, a course gradu-
ate from Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 51st
Signal Battalion, 35th Sig.
Brigade, Fort Bragg, N.C.  "I
haven't been in school in a while,
so the course helped refresh my
memory and allowed me to do bet-
ter on the test."

Heath had a 13-point increase on
his GT score, and since he is trying
to switch job classifications, the
increase put him above 110 and
will help his chances of getting the
job he wants, he explained.

"I recommend everyone take it if
they want to get a better GT score,"
Heath said.

The next GT improvement class
begins Oct. 21.  For more informa-
tion, prospective students, tutors
and instructors can contact
Lippincott at tracy.lippincott@
iraq.centcom.mil.  

ASVAB

The Camp Victory Post Office
is offering extended hours 

to facilitate redeploying troops.
To take advantage of the extended hours, units will need to 

contact Sgt. 1st Class Bowie or Lt. Usher 
at 822-2934 or 822-2925.

The goal is for units to come as a group to mail belongings home
instead of crowding the post office during 

normal operating hours.

MNC-I Commanding General: Lt. Gen. John R. Vines  
MNC-I Public Affairs Officer: Col. Billy J. Buckner

MNC-I PA Sergeant Major: Sgt. Maj. John E. Brenci  

Victory Weekly is an authorized electronic publication for members of the Department of Defense. Contents of this electronic publica-
tion are not necessarily the official views of or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the Department of Defense. The editorial content of
this publication is the responsibility of the Public Affairs Office of Multi-National Corps - Iraq. 

Operating Hours

MNC-I Production Chief: Staff Sgt. Mark St.Clair
Victory Weekly Editor: Sgt. David Foley  

Coalition Cafe
Breakfast  5:30 - 8:30 a.m.  
Lunch  11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Dinner  5:30 - 8 p.m.
Midnight Dining  11 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Sports Oasis 
Breakfast  5:30 - 8:30 a.m. 
Lunch  11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Dinner  5:30 - 9 p.m.
Shopette
Open 24 Hours
Camp Liberty Post Exchange
Everyday  8 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
Fitness Center
Open 24 Hours
Chapel (Bldg. 31)
Sunday:
Protestant Service 7 and 8:45 a.m.
Catholic Mass  10:30 a.m.
Gospel Service  Noon
Mormon (LDS)  2 p.m.
Episcopal  4 p.m. 
Full Life Service  6 p.m.

Saturday:
7th Day Adventist  11 a.m.
Catholic Mass  8 p.m.

Mini-Chapel (Bldg. 2)
Friday:
Jewish Service 6:30 p.m.
Eastern Orthodox services:
Saturday;

Vespers 5 p.m.
Confession 5:30 p.m.
Bible Study 7 p.m.

Sunday;
Divine Liturgy 9 a.m.

Post Office 
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday 1 - 5 p.m.
Golby Troop Medical Clinic
Sick Call Hours:
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon   
Saturday & Sunday 9 a.m. - noon

Dental Sick call:
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Saturday 9 - 10:30 a.m.  

Mental Health Clinic: 
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.   
Saturday 9 a.m. - noon

Post Deployment Health Briefings: 
Monday - Friday 1 p.m.

Pharmacy: 
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon  
Saturday & Sunday 9 a.m. - noon 


