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Red Knights Help Ad Dujayl Rebulld

By Staff Sgt. Jesse Riggin Almost thirteen years [
3rd BCT Public Affairs later the people of Ad [
Dujayl are hopeful for
FOB O’Ryan IRAQ (28 October, the future of their
2003) - Tt has been just over four community. They are
years since 9/11 and the War on working hard with
Terror began. Today, Saddam Hus- coalition forces to re-
sein stands trial in Baghdad for build their city and
crimes against humanity— namely create a safe and se-
those that occurred in Ad Dujayl,  cure environment for

Iraq. their children.

Between 1982 and 1983, Ad Du-  Task Force 128 from B : # ot
jayl was the site of a massacre that the Wisconsin Na- Photo by Staff Sgt. Jesse C. Riggin
left uncountable widows whose tional Guard and K Citizens around Ad Dujayl watch intently as the Rak-

husbands died at the hands of Sad- Troop, 3* Squadron kasans begin patrolling their streets

dam’s regime. Part of the town was from the 278™ Regimental Combat area to reduce the threat of Impro-
leveled and the people were forbid- Team out of the Tennessee NG vised Explosive Devices along the
den to rebuild there. spent the last year working inthe  main road- -See Rebuild Page 2
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Rebuild

ways, train the local Iraqi
Police and Iragi Army
and aid the government
in building a productive
and just civil infrastruc-
ture.

Their success can be

they deserve.

Now the Red Knight
Rakkasans of 3* Battal-
ion 320™ Field Artillery
Regiment have replaced
the 128th and are wasting
no time starting where
they left off.

“We are here to form a
partnership,” Lt. Col

seen all around the city ~ James Inman, 3/320" FA
as their children run commander, explained to
along side Humvees giv- the Mayor of Ad Dujayl
ing the universal sign of  in a Security Council
coalition support meeting 27 Oct.
“Thumbs Up.” The local ~ 3/320"™ will be an inte-
Government has been gral part of Ad Dujayl
working diligently with  and the surrounding areas
the task force to meet the moving toward an effec-
needs of the people and  tive government. They
provide them with the will continue leading
freedom and security military operations in the
area as the
|| Traqgi

- |

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jesse Riggin

| Army or-
ganize
their

y forces.
The TA
currently
conducts
local pa-
trols and

Lt. Col. James Inman talks to citizens of Ad mulitary

Dujayl about their living conditions.

operations

independent of coalition
forces in Ad Dujayl.
However, they stillrely
on them for training and
higher echelon planning.

“Iraq will be a sover-
eign nation after the elec-
tions. We will begin to
disengage as Iraqis take
charge,” said Inman, “but
we will remain one hun-
dred percent committed
to our role in this proc-
ess.”

Since the war began and
Saddam was removed,
the people of Ad Dujayl
have begun to elect their
own government. Iraqi
Army and Iraqi Police
are patrolling their streets
apprehending insurgents,
and well on the way to
living under their own
sovereign government.

“The people here are
peaceful,” said Sheikh
Jassim, Sheikh of Kaz-
ragi, the largest tribe in
Ad Dujayl. “They live
simple lives and look for-
ward to the elections and
the day we can govern
ourselves independ-

ently.” P
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O’Ryan Becomes Red Kmight Territory

Photos By Spe. Matt Wizesinski

FOB O°Ryan, Iraq (2 November, 2005) - The Red
Knight Rakkasans replaced Task Force 128 from the
Wisconsin National Guard 30 Oct. at Forward Oper-
ating Base O°Ryan.

The move was made official by the ceremony held
on the 30" but the process began a month ago when 3
Battalion 320" Field Artillery Regiment, 3 Brigade
Combat Team, arrived at FOB O°Ryan.

Key leaders and Soldiers began ride-along missions
with TF 128 soon after their arrival.

Missions in the area consist primarily of route clear-
ance for improvised explosive devices, intelligence
gathering and capturing individuals suspected of sup-
porting terrorist activities. These are mission typi-
cally carried out by infantry units, but the Soldiers of
3/320™ FA have risen to the challenge.
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Brothers on and off the Battlefield

By Maj. Tom Bryant
3rd BCT Public Affairs

According to Sgt. Burns, havinga Burns. “We’re much closer now —

Forward Operating Base Summer-
all, Iraq (28 October 2005) — An
mnfantry company is a family — Sol-
diers live, eat, train, fight, laugh,
and survive together every day.

The bond between men that’s
forged in battle 1s rock-hard.

For four Soldiers in Company A,
1 Battalion, 187™ Infantry Regi-
ment, that bond has been in place
for over 20 years.

Sergeant Mitchell Burns and Cor-
poral Michael Burns, brothers origi-
nally from Tioga, LA, are deployed
to Iraq for the second time with the
Rakkasans. For Sergeant Jason Mi-
lanowski and Private First Class
Aaron Milanowski, from Grand
Rapids, MI, this marks their first
deployment together. Both sets of
brothers are Infantrymen with the
Rakkasans.

family member with you in the
same umt has its advantages and
disadvantages.

“You tend to worry a
lot more when you
know your brother is
out on a mission,” said
Sgt. Burns. “Then
again, when he gets a
package, I get a pack-
age.”

Sgt. Milanowski, 27, a
squad leader in 3 pla-
toon, agreed that having his brother
here presents unique challenges.

“If I see his team leader doing
something I don’t necessarily agree
with, it’s hard for me not to go over
and step in,” Milanowski said.

All four brothers share the com-
petitive spirit you’d expect to find
among siblings.

“We fought every day, a couple
times a day growing up,” said Cpl.

I can’t remember the last time we
fought.”

Sgt. Burns was quick to
add, “I always have to
do better than my
brother.”

Pvt. First Class Mi-
lanowski, a 20-year old
Assistant Machine
Gunner in 1* Platoon,
said his brother’s ser-
vice was definitely a
factor in his decision to
join the Army.

“After [the terrorist attacks on]
9/11, I had an opinion on the war
and decided to do something about
it,” Milanowski said.

Though their parents are
“nervous” about their sons’ pres-
ence in Iraq, both the Burns and
Milanowski brothers say their fami-
lies are glad they can keep an eye
on one another while deployed.
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= During their first tour in
Iraq together, Sgt. Burns
was involved in an IED

2 A‘? attack. Cpl. Burns was

© |serving in a different loca-
tion at the time, and was
unaware of his brother’s
situation.

| “It took three days for me

j said Cpl. Burns. “That’s

DA ____\ to find out he was OK,”

Photo by Maj. Tom Bryant
Raklkasans (from left) Sgt. Mitchell Burns, Cpl. Michael Burns, Sgt. Jason Milanowski and
Pfc. Aaron Milanowski, A Company, Ist Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment.,

| nerve-wracking.”

@ When asked about the
U | greatest benefit of having
your brother in the same
company, Sgt. Burns
summed it up best.
“After a long day, or when
I’m a little down, I can
walk 50 feet down the road
and talk to my brother —
and I’'m home.”
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Awnother Da Y, Awnother Patrol

By Spc. Matt Wrzesinski
3rd BCT Public Affairs

Forward Operating Base
O’Ryan Iraq (28 October
2005) - All the hours of
hard training are finally
paying off now that we’ve
reached Iraq. The mis-
sions are real. Patrols are
an everyday facet of life.

No patrol is like any
other except for the fact
that you must always ex-
pect the unexpected. This
1s what we trained for

Photo by Spe. Matt Wrzesinski
Iraqi children watch as Soldiers patrol their neighborhood.

They were not scared
nor were any of the
adults. They seemed
more than willing to
help show us their
homes. The first house
didn’t have anything
out of the ordinary so

| we moved on to the

| next.

| The second house had

| a little more action than
| the first. As we entered
| the house the owner
forewarned us of the

throughout the past year.
All though each patrol is different
they all share a common goal; com-
plete the mission and bring back all
the troops.

Although trained for the situation,
I still didn’t know what to expect as
[ went out on my first patrol. It was
a routine mission. Our objective
was to move to a nearby village just
outside Ad Dujayl, Iraq and search

several houses for anything that
could be used in terrorist activities
in the Area.

As we rolled out the gate I locked
and loaded my weapon and kept my
eyes on the side of the road for any-
thing suspicious. After traveling out
the gate a few times this becomes
second nature.

We pulled up to the first set of

houses and 1

popped out
staying be-
hind the
platoon
leader as we
entered the
house. I fol-
lowed the
Soldiers as
they
checked
each room.
With every
ro0Im We
entered it
seemed
more chil-
dren ap-
peared.

Photo by Spc. Matt Wrzesinski
Pvt. Credo Amouvik (left) and Cpl. Shawn Arthur, Bravo Battery,
3-320th Field Artillery, 187th Infantry Regiment, watch as an Iraqi
civilian unlocks a cabinet for them to search during a patrol Octo-

ber 28.

two Ak-47s and flack
vest that we were going to find. He
also had more than the 1 30 round
magazine of ammo that is allowed.
We took the weapons and ammo
due the excessive amount. It
seemed different to me to see a
weapon and ammo in every house
but to the villagers it’s normal. Be-
sides that the house was clear so we
moved across the canal to the next
set of houses.

The next house moved smoothly
and so did the next after that. Noth-
ing more than the allowed one
weapon and one magazine of ammo
were found. This seemed like the
trend until reaching the third house.

This house stuck out more than
the others as we entered through the
front door. It was definitely cleaner
and didn’t have the same musty
aroma as the others. New furniture
and new appliances filled the
house. As we started to leave the
house, another search of a certain
room seemed in order, so a few
Soldiers and I searched it. We
found money stashed throughout
the room. Although not a crime to
have money, -See Rebuild Page 6t
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Leader Rakkasans Take Conirol in Bayjl

By Pfc. Kenia Kraus
3rd BCT Public Affairs

Forward Operating Base Summer-
all, Iraq (October 29, 2005) — With

the contributions made to the cities
surrounding FOB Summerall. “The
recent success of the constitution
referendum is only a small indicator
of the indelible mark you and the

a gentle breeze lifting the colors of Iraqi Security Forces have left” said

both regiments as Soldiers stood
shoulder to shoulder, the official
Transfer of Authority for operations
in the Bayj area took place be-
tween 1% Battalion, 103" Armor
Regiment and the Rakkasans of 1%
Battalion, 187" Infantry Regiment.
Col. Mark McKnight, commander
of 1 BCT, 3* Infantry Division,
presided at the ceremony. Leaders

McKmght.

Major Timothy Blaine, Com-
mander of Task Force Dragoons,
elaborated by congratulating his
troops for making the province of
Salah ah Din a safer place for coali-
tion forces and Iraqi citizens.

“The Task Force also managed 24
projects worth over 1.9 million dol-
lars in order to improve the infra-

from both Task Force Band of structure and the quality of life for

Brothers and the Iraqi Army were
present for the event.

Maj. Timothy Blaine, commander
of Task Force Dragoons, recounted
the long journey his Soldiers have
traveled since arriving in the Salah
ah Din province in January 2005.
They have participated in landmark
historical events such as the first
democratic elections on Iraqi soil in
January to the Constitutional refer-
endum held a few weeks ago.

During his speech, Col. McKnight
congratulated Dragoon Soldiers for

the proud Iraqi people” said Blaine.
Lt. Col. Randy George, com-
mander of Task Force Leader Rak-
kasans, thanked the Dragoons “for
passing a year’s worth of knowl-
edge in just 3 weeks.” He also in-
troduced comrades in arms of the
1** Battalion of the 4™ Iraqi Army
Division who were present at the
ceremony in a formation alongside
companies from the 187" and the

103,
“They are brothers in the fight
against the insurgency and we are
proud to serve

Photo by Pfc. Kenia Kraus : )
Lt. Col. Randy George, commander, st Battalion, 187th  |prosperity in North-

Infantry Regiment, takes command of FOB Summerall, |ern  Iraq,” said

in a ceremony October 29th.

alongside  them,”
said George. George
also said he looked
forward to working
with the Iragi Police
as they continued
=8 developing a profes-
sional force.
“We all look for-
ward to working
with the Iraqi Secu-
S rity Forces to make
|Bayji a beacon of

George.
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[raqi Army and US Mrive Ior a Iree Iraq
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