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Commander's Column

To all members of the “STRIKE” Team.

Always be thankful and give—for it is in giving that we are making a
difference.

‘We are making a difference—a BIG difference! Let me explain why

The “eagle has landed” in South Baghdad. Our mission is to disrupt ter-
rorist activity in South Baghdad and to help Iraqis improve their quality of
life, to trust in democracy, to live honorably.

Our courageous STRIKE Soldiers have moved into areas previousty
ignored—they have looked the insurgents squarely in the eye and have not
blinked even the slightest. Each Soldier has delivered our “Black Heart”
message to all whom they come in contact:

We have our mission, we know what must be done, we will do it honora-
bly and we’re not leaving until we get it right. STRIKE!

Day and night our Soldiers are demonstrating the resolve to fight, win
and complete the mission. In just less than twelve days, STRIKE Soldiers,
led well by STRIKE leaders have:

®  Captured several insurgents—some of which are confirmed murderers
of children.

®  Found large and small caches of weapons and munitions making
streets and skies safer for all.

®  Increased the training of the Iraqgi Army forces and enabled local na-
tionals to witness Iraqi units in communities previously ignored.

®  Identified

® Identified and initiated projects where Iraqgis can help themselves and
improve quality of life for all.

e  Established our commitment to excellence in so many areas, the list is
too long for this message.

All of STRIKE knows and feels our recent pain for the loss of our team
mates. While we ask for faith and understanding, I am proudly encouraged
how each of our Soldiers and our families at home have honored our fallen
comrades with a dignity and sense of love that can only be shared by broth-
ers and families of brothers in arms.

Indeed our hearts go out to the families as well as our gelves. What is
amazing is our will to commit to excellence and to complete our mission is
strengthened—exactly the opposite effect intended by our terrorist enemies.
We truly thank all of those who provide support, your love fuels our fire.

Finally we wish all a Happy Thanksgiving and we are truly thankful for
what we have and what we give—for it is what we are giving today in
South Baghdad that iz making a positive difference and will forever change
the lives of many.

God Bless All!
STRIKE!

TODD J. EBEL
COL. IN COMMANDING

Cover Art:

Staff Sgt. John McClendon, HHC, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, pulls security while Soldiers
mount up in their vehicles to escort a convoy
southwest of Baghdad, Irag, November 2. (Photo
by Pfc. Kelly K. McDowell)
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Story by Spe. George Wel-
come

Photos By Pfc. Kelly K.
McDowell

CAMP STRIKER,
Irag—On October 31,
the 2nd Brigade Com-
bat Team of the
101stAirbomme  Divi-
sion formally received
control of the South-
western Baghdad area
of operations from the
Georgia National
Guard’s 48th Brigade
Combat Team.

The transfer of authority ceremony began at 10 a.m.
at the MWR North assembly area and main stage. Sol-
diers from both brigades were in attendance for the
event. The ceremony was ripe with symbolism as
Brig. Gen. Stuart Rodehever, 48th BCT commander
and Command Sgt. Maj. James Nelson cased the
48thBCT’s colors, which represents the end of their
mission and responsibility for this area.

Shortly after the 48th BCT’s guidon was cased,
Col. Todd Ebel, 2BCT commander and brigade Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Brain Stall uncased the colors of the

CEremony

Unfurled: 2nd BCT commander Col. Todd Ebel and Command Sgt. Maj.
Brian Stall unfurl the colors of 2nd BCT during the transfer of authority

Strike Brigade, which
is symbolic of the
Strike Brigade ac-
cepting responsibility
for this area and the
mission.

In his outgoing
address, Rodehever
expressed his pride in
his troops and the job
they have done while
stationed here. He
also wished the Sol-
diers of the 101st best
of luck and thanked
them for their profes-
sionalism during the
transitional period.

Following the general’s address, Ebel stated that
“This ceremony is not about us, but about Iraq and
what we will give to Iraq.” He also emphasized the
importance of 2nd Brigade’s mission which is, “to
help bring peace to people who have not enjoyed
peace as we know it, in their history.”

The colonel also praised the 48th BCT for provid-
ing a smooth transition, friendship during the transfer
process and wished them well on their next mission as
the theater security force for all of Iraq.

SSSem——

o

Attention: The formations representing {Left) 2nd BCT and (Right) 48th BCT stand ready for the unfurling of the colors.
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"STRIKE" Safety

IT’S A DIFFERENT HORSE

Remember in OIF I how you moved around the battle field, weapons locked and loaded, barrel facing out the vehicle,
ready to take the fight to the enemy? Sure you do. As a “STRIKE” soldier vou are still taking the fight to the enemy, but you
are riding a different horse, the M1114 or other armored heavy vehicles.

These vehicles have different centers of gravity and are prone to rolling over due to being top heavy. The armored doors
with the small ballistic windows are great protection for you, but offer little offensive capabilities.

Since the introduction of the M1114, numerous rollovers have occurred resulting in non-battle injuries or death. 31D had
17 non-combat related, rollovers from June thru August resulting in 4 fatalities and numerous injuries. With your help and
understanding, the “STRIKE” Brigade can reduce those numbers significantly by wearing our seat belts.

Within the last few days we have had two rollovers, one M1114 and one 5 ton. The occupants in both vehicles were not
seriously injured as they were all wearing their seat belts. The old saying that “ SEAT BELTS SAVE LIVES™ still applies.

Lock and Load!
Weapons on “Safe”
Strike Safety

Is photography a hobby of yours? ’ L ’
Do you like to write? Fea.ru re Pho.ros

Well, we are looking for a few good writers and photogra- This issues photos were provided by
phers who would like to see their names in print. 526th Brigade Support Battalion.

If you know of any newsworthy events, have story ideas,
questions or comments let your 2nd BCT Public Affairs
team know.

If you have photographs of Soldiers from your umit during
newsworthy events or just having fun, let us see them.

Call Voice Over [P 242 4372

Thisisnota bet, heisstrictlya woﬁkinﬁjﬁ dog.

For your sa{ety’t
Do not walk up | 1d the handler with out announcing : -
yourself. ? ¢ . f 4 .
Do not try to pet the animal without permission from the While waiting to move north to Iraq from
' l Kuwait, the Soldiers of 526th BSB spent
» heckle or make anynnin? ‘the their days at different ranges preparing for
] any situation that may arise during their de-

ployment.
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SERVING TOGETHER: FAMILIES IN THE FIELD

BROTHERS IN ARMS

Spc. George Welcome
2BCT Public Affairs

CAMP VICTORY, Iraq — De-
ployment is usually a time marked
with slight sadness as Soldiers pre-
pare to leave their loved ones ready
to answer our great nation’s call.
There are instances however, when a
deployment actually manages to
bring separated family members
closer together. Such is the case with
the Gibson brothers, who each have
22 years of service in the United
States Army and had never been as-
signed to the same geographical loca-
tion until they deployed to Iraq.

Upon meeting each other on a par-
ticularly crisp moming, the two
shared a brotherly handshake and
embrace. Then they did something
that might seem odd given their loca-
tion, they went fishing.

Behind the palatial estate that
serves as Corp headquarters at Camp
Victory, there is an elaborate stone
landing complete with palm trees,
plastic lawn chairs and tables. On the
edge of the landing there is a serene
lake full of fish, turtles and eels.
Some Soldiers were outside busy
cleaning their weapons. After spend-
ing a few minutes trying to lure in
fish with such quality bait as onion

Together again:The brothers pose for a photo in one of
the many extravagantly furnished and designed palaces in
Iraq. (Photo by Spc. George Welcome, 2nd BCT PAQ)

rings and grilled cheese sandwiches,
the Gibson brothers sat down and
spoke about what it is like to be so
close together, so far away form
home.

the younger Gibson. “I needed some
time to think. I liked telephones; I liked
wiring telephones, so I came in to learn
about them. As a wire systems in-
staller, I know civilians who install
. fiber cable make

“He told me what
camp he was sta-
tioned on when he
came home for R&R
leave. When I found
out that I was on
ILNO duty and I
would be going to
Striker, I realized
how close we would
be,” said Master Sgt.

Paul A. Gibson,
HHC 2 Brigade
Combat Team, of his
younger brother

Master Sgt. Kimball
E. Gibson, HHC 35"

| good money, so it
| was alright. Plus be-
# ing stationed at Fort
Bragg, every 90 days
I get to go some-
where new doing
different training ex-
ercises. I have been to
Panama, Bosnia on
training exercises, so
I got the chance to
see a lot of things.”

The elder Master
Sgt. Gibson, who
chose to be artillery-
man, also stated his
reasons for signing

Signal Brigade,
who is stationed on
Camp  Victory.

“Being LNO, I had
to do a lot of hop-
ping and popping
going to different
places but once 1
knew where he was at, I came up here
several times. It’s just a blessing. It
makes you feel good to know you
have a family member here that you
can talk to.”

George

The brothers, who were selected
for master sergeant on the same pro-
motion list, could have never imag-
ined all those years
ago in their native Mil-
waukee that they
would one day end up
enjoying the scenic
lakeside wiew behind
Corps headquarters in
Irag. When they first
enlisted they probably
also did not think they
would become career
Soldiers and senior
non-commissioned
officers.

“I came into the
army because I wanted
to pick up a trade,
something I could do
on the outside,” said

Take five: Master Sgt . Paul (right) up.
and Kimball (left) take a few min-
utes to enjoy some fishing behind
18th Airborne Corps headquarters
at Camp Victory (Photo by Spc.
Welcome 2BCT PAQ)

“Basically, I had
joined the military to
just get away from
the block,” he said.
“T wanted to send
money home, 1
wanted to be on my own, wanted to
travel and make rank. I definitely got
all those things. I have been to all the
places in the history books like Italy
and Greece, Korea and Germany just
places like that. I made rank and had
the chance to do a lot of special jobs as
well.”

The Gibson’s strong belief in God
has helped them throughout their ca-
reers.

“Once I came to know Christ, I real-
ized all the things I do for Soldiers, 1
could do for God as well. T believe
there’s a reason he brought me here,”
said the elder master sergeant.

He also expressed how he believed
God has blessed his brother, who has
been quite the globetrotter during his
time in the Army.

“It’s nothing but our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ that would allow him
to be deployed so many times, to go
into harm’s way and never be

Continued on Pg. 11, see BROTHERS




ALL’S GOOD: SPC. KENNETH
CLINE, 526TH BRIGADE SUPPORT
BATTALION, 2ND BT, GIVES THE
“THUMBS UP” BEFORE ROLLIN :
OUT TO THE BATTALION MO S SOLDI = i
POOL. (PHOTO BY PFC. KEl g% L‘ SR
e e - 1 FOR A PHOTO AF-
K. MCDOWELL, 2ND BCT PAS) ’ TR e e ]
\ THE PLANE AT FO-
-- RT CAMPBELL. (PH
OTO COURTESY O}
526TH BSB)

le\])Y ’J‘O ROILIL:

- OVEMENTS: “STRIKE”
SOLDIERS FROM HHC 2ND BCT
STRAP ON THE TOOL BELTS TO
HELP IMPROVE THE CONDITIONS
AT CAMP STRIKER. (PHOTO BY
PFC. KELLY K. MCDOWELIL, 2ND
BCT PAO)

>
o —
. & 2BCT SITS BACK TO BACE

"HIS BUDDY WHILE WAITI =
III‘% T[ RN Al‘ TIIL l\AL\ GE KU W-




¥ ANOTHER DAY:

REE SOLDIERS FROM
=502ND RETURN FROM AN
AIRIAL RECON MISSION TO
2013 MAHMUDIYAH.
DTO BY PFC

.Y K. MCDOWELL

BCT PAO)

HANGIN,
1-75TH
CTRO

FKI-

PERE
LLS VGE IN
KU O BY

K. MCDC
CT PA

 POINBUDI SSH O
84" APONS AT THE

T. (PHOTO
o26TH BSB)
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Reeling it in: Sgf. 1st Clags Norman Dillon se-
cures a wire on the roof of the 2BCT TOC , as
Soldiers from the $-6 shop send up a communica-
tions antenna. (Photo by Spc. George Welcome,
2BCT PAQ)

Spc. George Welcome
2 BCT Public Affairs
17 OCT 2005

CAMP STRIKER, Baghdad — Cre-
ating a successful battle plan is an
endeavor that requires countless
hours of planning. On today’s bat-
tlefield however, strategic planning
and superior combat training alone
are not enough to ensure victory.
Having the ability to communicate
quickly and effectively is impera-
tive to the success of any mission.
As “STRIKE” embarks on its
latest mission in Iraq, it is up to the
brigade S-6 shop to ensure all the
elements within the brigade have
the ability to communicate. This
difficult task takes creativity, inge-
nuity, and long hours to accom-

plish.

In order to get the brigade’s
communications assets estab-
lished, the shop had to deploy
ahead of the unit.

“We left for Iraq early to co-
ordinate planning with 3% Infan-
try Division’s G-6 and to estab-
lish network connectivity for 2°¢
Brigade,” said Staff Sgt. Derrick
Morgan, brigade network opera-
tions non-commissioned officer.

“We also had to develop net-
work architecture and plan how
we would integrate into Multi-
national Coalition Iraq infra-
structure,” added Warrant Offi-
cer Chris Bozeman, brigade
automations officer.

Upon arrival to Camp Striker
the shop was surprised to learn
that not only would they be
responsible for establishing
secure and effective communi-
cation abilities, they would
have to do so in a brand new
building.

plug and play,” said Spc. Timothy
Pruitt, information systems analyst.
“We thought we would just take-
over from the 48" but we have to
build everything from the ground
up. There was extensive cabling
done, and we mapped and dia-
gramed over 200 C-Blocks.”

In addition to completely wiring
a new TOC, there were other chal-
lenges that make the S-6 shop’s
job more difficult.

“Some of the challenges we
faced were lack of personnel and
equipment in Iraq,” Morgan said.
“We also had to develop a good
working relationship with higher
headquarters.”

“The short time frame given to
fully develop a fully functional
TOC is also a challenge,” added
Bozeman.

Another challenge the shop
faced was trying to get maximum

Continued on Pg. 11, see WIRED

“We had four months
of planning prior,” said
Morgan “after getting
here we found out we|
would have to be here
in a new building, so
we had to hit the ground
running.”

Along with the new|
shop leaders, the sol- ;
diers of the S-6 shop
worked hard to get the
new Tactical Opera-

tions Center, also A
known as the TOC, f
ready for use. i

“Initially we planned

-

to come into a pre- Fixing the problem: Spc. Deshunte Ferebee fastens a cable
wired TOC, where toan OE254 communications antenna with electrical tape.

everything would be (Photo by Spc. George Welcome, 2BCT PAQ)
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|-75th Cav improves living conditions

Story by 2LT Glenn Wilson, HHT, 1-75 and 1L T Sebastian “We think this room used to be a shower when we
Montagne, HHT, 1-75 Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Vedder moved into it,” said PFC Simpson, HHT 1-75% Cav.

“After scrubbing down the tile we built shelves for all
BAGHDAD, Iraq--Since arriving at of our communications equipment

and began to set up shop. We've
been working on the building for
about five days now; it’s starting to
look pretty good.”

Alpha and Bravo Troops also did
extensive work to their buildings.
“On some of the buildings we had to
build floors and even did some work
on the outside walls, putting up ply-
wood,” said Sgt. Rausch of Bravo
Troop said. “Several of the windows

few buildings on the edge of Striker it ot gass. Telt an e, Wese

and immediately got to work fixing Pfc. Simpson and Spe. Poirer work on built a lot of shelves and desks for
them up storage shelves in the communication them so far.”

hgatatasl th . .
“When we first arrived here there was about an inch . , As the 1.'75 L
of ditt on the floors” said SPC Poirer HHT. 1.758 VOUS with destiny, the Widowmaker Squadron prepares

for a new day with a focus for the mission ahead one
step at a time.

Camp Striker the soldiers from 1%
Squadron 75% Cavalry Regiment,
Widowmakers, led by Lt. Col. Lee
Walters, have strived to improve
the areas in which they will live and
work throughout the deployment.

This endeavor has been ex-
tremely successful due, in no small
part, to their dedication and hard
work over the past several weeks.

The Widowmakers moved into a

Cav. “We had to clean out all the rooms before we
could begin the building process.”

Before
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(1 nofz jrom the
Command Szrdzant Major

Soldiers, to each I extend a warm “Hello!”

Amidst the chaos that enveloped our regiment so
early in the fight, I read a phrase in a devotional
pamphlet that really made me say, “hmm.” It was
four simple words-- “Tough Times Teach Trust.”

trust 7 confidence, firm belief; state of being
relied on.

Wow, what a powerful word, huh?

The 502nd Infantry Regiment thrives on this
five letter word!

To the “STRIKE” family:

e Iwill never relinquish my confidence in your
abilities.

e Ifirmly believe you are the best Soldiers I've
seen in nearly twenty-two years of military
service.

e Irely upon you to uphold the basic standards
of conduct and discipline, daily.

Trust is the life-line of our Brigade Combat
Team; without it, we’re just another rag-tag unit
failing to meet mission accomplishment. Trust is
not easy; it is hard work. Trust is a Battle Drill
you must execute regularly or it is not an instinc-
tive action. Trust is empowering others to learn
from mistakes versus casting blame. Trust is de-
manding, yet patient. Need I say more?

Ladies and gentlemen, private through colonel,
from the very moment our paths crossed, you
gained my trust. This I owe, vou, as your Senior
Noncommisioned Officer, but DO NOT let my
kindness lend to confusion. Some have tested the
limits and received a well deserved attitude ad-
justment. Remember, you are Soldiers in the
United States Army, but more importantly you
are Black Hearts; you are “STRIKE1”

To quote Lt. Col. Kunk, “Let’s get it on!!”

STRIKE 7

Caammp Striker
MR Evernts

November

Tuesday 15th: Open mic & Karaoke night at the MWR north stage from
18:30 to 21:00

Wednesday 16th: Chess tournament at 15:30 at the south MWR facility

Thursday 17th: XBOX Halo2 tournament at 15:30 in the north MWR
facility

Friday 18th: Volleyball tournament at 15:30 at the north MWR volley-
ball court

Sunday 20th: Dominoes Tournament at 19:00 in the north MWR facility

Monday 21st: Madden2006 Tournament at 15:30 in the south MWR
facility

Wednesday 23rd: Ping Pong Tournament at 19:00 in the north MWR
facility

Thursday 24th: Turkey Trot 10k fun run at 07:00 south MWR

Friday 25th: 3 on 3 Basket ball Tournament at 15:00 at the north MWR
facility

Sunday 27th: Risk all night

Monday 28th: Madden2006 Tournament at 15:30 in the north MWR
facility
Wednesday 30th: Monopoly all night

Every Saturday night is college football night at 20:00

Every Tuesday is Monday night football

C Camp Striker Religious Services
Weekend Worship Services Day Location
1800 Catholic Mass Saturday Striker Chapel
b 1500 Catholic Mass Sunday Striker Chapel
a 0830 Contemporary Protestant Sunday Striker Chapel
p 1000 Traditional Protestant Sunday  Striker Chapel
1 1000 Ecumenical Christian Sunday  Striker Chapel
1130 Gospel Service Sunday  Striker Chapel
a 1630 Protestant (LTF) Sunday  Striker Chapel
s 1800 Laiter Day Saints (LDS) Sunday  Striker Chapel
.I 1900 Evening Praise & Worship Sunday  Striker Chapel
S Week-Dayv Studies & Praver Services
0630 BCT TOC Prayer Time Mon-Sat BCTTOC C/R
1900 Wornen's Bible Study Monday Btriker Chapel
C 1900 Financial Peace University  Tuesday Striker Chapel
1800 LDS Bible Study Wednesday  Btriker Chapel
0 1900 Collective Christian Worship Wednesday  Striker Chapel
I. 1700 Purpose Driven Life Thursday Btriker Chapel
H 1900 Gospel Choir Practice Thursday Striker Chapel
1900 Contemporary Choir Practice  Saturday Btriker Chapel
e 1900 Gospel Choir Practice Saturday Pad5-410
r Schedule may be adjusted to meet the changing needs of Camp

Striker
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BROTHERS (continued from Pg. 5)

touched,” he zaid of hiz younger sibling, who has six year- long
deployments.

They also say that maintaining their motivation has helped give
them longevity in an Arnry that is constantly changing.

“It’s been fun,” the elder said of his time in service. “It seems
like yesterday that T was just in basic training, T still remember all
my mottos. I am just going to stay hype until the day I get out.
There is no time for the *short timer’s® attitude, that’s when your
standards start to slip and you can get hurt.”

“The job that I do, it’s not just for me. I’m taking care of Sol-
diers and families. There’s somebody right now that I don’t know
about who is riding off of my motivation. That’s why I always try
to stay motivated.”

The younger Gibson echoed hiz brother’s sentiments.

“T definitely have had fun in the Army. I enjoyed my time deal-
ing with and molding the troops and trying to keep them moti-
vated,” he stated.

Both brothers say that the work that Soldiers are doing in Iraq is
instrumental to helping the people achieve democracy, and iz ap-
preciated by the average Iraqi citizen, despite the insurgencies
attempts to disrupt the process.

“We are here to get the bad guys out and do humanitarian mis-
gions. I think the things we are doing show the positive aspects,
although we did have to go to war, we are here to rebuild your
country and your confidence in us. That way we can start having
less troops here,” the elder said.

“The typical Iraqi citizen iz happy that we are here,” said the
signal sergeant. “They applaud the American’s efforts, being here
tfrying to build democracy. The Iraqgi people are very proud and
they are happy we have come.”

Ag all good things tend to do, the Gibson brother*s time together
iz getting ready to come to an end, at least here in Iraq. Master Sgt.
Kimball Gibson will be re-deploying back home to Fort Bragg
early thiz month. Whatever the outcome, the two will always re-
member the time they spent together serving our nation in Iraq.

WIRED (Continued from pg. 8)

usage out of minimal equipment they had to work
with.

“Installing antennas on the zide of the building
was difficult because we had to make them exceed

their normal height,” said Spc. Deshunte Ferebee,
signal support specialist. “Also finding what radio
frequencies to operate on was a challenge because
we were having some frequency issues.”

Apart from their more official duties, the 5-6 shop

also performs another service that all Soldiers on
Camp Striker could appreciate.

“The S-6 shop manages and maintains the Morale
Welfare Recreation Internet Café,” Morgan said.

The shop iz also the service center for all users
who may be experiencing technical difficulties.

“Normally we get tasked with things like replac-
ing hard drives, troubleshooting password and con-
nectivity issues for users,” said Bozeman. “People
also come to us with print capability izsues.”

Though the shop remains busy gefting the TOC
online, the 5-6 Soldiers say they are used to the long
hours and pace of their work.

“We have a hectic schedule,” stated Ferebee. “In
the beginning we worked up to fifteen hours, but
now we work twelve hour get shifts. We were accus-
tomed to working long hours once we got here.
Everyone understands it’s because the importance of
the migsion iz elevated over here.”

When the TOC is fully operational the shop will
still be busy, but working at a far less frantic pace.

“Once everything is established, our main work
will be to provide training, upgrades, and maintain-
ing the network so the brigade can fight the battle,”
Morgan said.

There iz no question without the important work
of the S-6 shop, waging an effective campaign
against the enemy would be impossible, as success
and battle beging with successful communication.

“15 heart faced ot first
sight of it, but upon furfher
inspection he found it was too
qood 1o be rue.

ALCoHOL FREE
BEER W15 THERE
NoTHING SACRED!

I\ Cartoon by Spe. Geerge Welcome
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