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By Sgt. Susan Redwine
159" CAB Public Affairs

he transfer of authority from

Task Force Warfighter, 18"
Aviation Brigade, Fort Bragg,
N.C., to Task Force Thunder,
159" Combat Aviation Bde., 101
Airborne Division (Air Assault),
Fort Campbell, Ky., was made
official in a ceremony Nov. 8
presided over by Lt. Gen. John
Vines, Multinational Corps - Iraq
Commander.

The transition began with 3%
Battalion, 101 Avn. Regiment,
159" Avn. Bde. conducting
relief-in-place in October, said
Maj. Scott Hasken, Operations
Officer in Charge for the brigade.
Large unit movements will finish
by Dec. 15 and small units will
transition until March, he said.

While battalions from each unit continue to transition
and hand off duties in the coming months, the command
and control was officially passed through the casing of
the 18" Avn. Bde. colors and the uncasing of the 159%
Avn. colors during the ceremony.

“Army aviation is better than it has ever been in its
history,” Vines said in his speech at the ceremony. The
general went on to commend the departing unit for “a
brilliant job, superbly done” and said it was great to
have the Screaming Eagles in the area of operations
again.

With approximately 75,000 hours of flight time logged
by the Warfighters during their mission here over the
past year, the 159" can look forward to many hours in
the air. Preparation for this lofty mission began months
prior to Task Force Thunder’s deployment.

“Both task forces communicated early, as soon as
the units were identified. We shared information and
established points of contact between each unit,” said

Doheny/159th CAB PAO

Col. Jeffrey Colt, 159th Combat Aviation Brigade Commander, and Command
Sgt. Maj. Craig Rinde, 159th CAB CSM, uncase the 159th CAB’s colors during
the Transfer of Authority ceremony at LSA Anaconda, Iraq Nov. 8. The 159th
CAB (Task Force Thunder) replaced the 18th Aviation Brigade (Task Force
Warfighter) from Fort Bragg, N.C. at LSA Anaconda.

Maj. Dave Leach, 18" Avn. Bde. Executive Officer.
“The preparation for transfer went extremely well.”

And the mission being handed over is a unique one.

“On any given day, 18™ Aviation is moving 15 to 20
general officers,” Hasken said.

“The primary mission of the Corps aviation brigade
is to move Soldiers and equipment inside the entire
Iraqi theater,” Hasken said. “The purpose is to keep
Soldiers off the road as much as possible and support
the warfighter in remote locations.”

Among these responsibilities is the transport of Gen.
Casey and Vines as well as other dignitaries, he said.

Hasken said the obstacles faced so far in the transition
have been the normal challenges a unit moving people
and Soldiers 6,000 miles would face, but overall the
process has gone smoothly.

“The staging, movement and reception of people and

TOA continued on Page 7
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RIGHT-SEAT RIDES ASSIST INCOMING CREWS

p—

The pilots and crew of a UH-60 Blackhawk, 7th Battalion, 159th Combat Aviation
Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), prepare their aircraft for a right-
seat-ride mission to Baghdad Nov. 6 from LSA Anaconda. The mission’s purpose
is to familiarize the incoming 7th Bn. Soldiers with the terrain, airspace and routes

they will be flying over the next year.

By Sgt. Susan Redwine
159" CAB Public Affairs

ith Task Force Warfighter

departing the Iraqi theater of
operations in the coming months,
transitioning the wunit’s most
essential task — moving Soldiers,
equipment and VIPs throughout the
country — now falls into the hands
of Task Force Thunder’s pilots.

To make the transition go
smoothly, pilots from both units
have been participating in right-
hand rides, which are missions that
include an instructor pilot or a pilot-
in-command from the outgoing unit
and pilots and crewmembers from
the new unit.

“The purpose is to get the new
pilot familiar with procedures,
airspace and the general way of
doing business,” said Chief Warrant
Officer Ronnie Wilson, a UH-60

current tactics, techniques
and procedures in theater.

DeBoer added the threat on
the ground is dynamic and
pilots can book-learn before
deployment but the best
source of information is to
learn from the guys who have
been here for a year.

The task 7-101 is taking
over includes the distinctive
mission of  transporting
general officers and VIPs
throughout Iraq.

Sgt. Michael Muskalla,
crew chief for Company
A, 1-159 Avn. has had the

Redwine/159th CAB PAO

Blackhawk pilot for Company A, 1
Battalion, 159™ Aviation Regiment,
18" Aviation Brigade, and is
scheduled to leave the theater of
operations soon.

Wilson has conducted right-seat
ride missions during the transition.
He said the outgoing pilots take
the incoming pilots through all
actions from permission planning
to mission completion, including
the procedures for entering certain
airspace, who to talk to and what
landing areas to request.

Chief Warrant Officer Doug
DeBoer, Company A, 7" Battalion,
101 Aviation Regiment, 159
Combat Aviation Brigade, a
Blackhawk pilot for Task Force
Thunder who has flown with Wilson,
said the ride-seat rides consist of
local area orientation of the most
commonly used landing areas,
customs and training on the most

mission of making sure the
bosses, Lt. Gen. John Vines,
Multinational Corps — Iraq
commander and Gen. George
Casey, Multinational Forces
— Iraq commander, get wherever
they need to go.

Muskalla is the crew chief on
a Blackhawk that has gone to all
corners of the country in the last
year. He said his mission has taken
him north to the Kurdish regions and
south to Basra among other places.

“It’s a good mission,” Muskalla
said. “I’ve been to almost every
palace in Iraq.”

Muskalla said he also sometimes
gets treated like a general just for
traveling with him.

Even though Muskalla knows
many of the incoming Soldiers have
been deployed previously, he still
had some advice for taking over his
unique mission.

“Being on time is the number one
thing for flying a general,” he said.
“Don’t take shortcuts to please a
general. Don’t be unsafe.”

RSR continued on Page 7



Command Sgt. Maj. James Markey, 7th
Battalion, 158th Aviation Regiment, and his
son Spc. Brandon Markey, 4th Bn., 23rd In-
fantry Regt., are currently serving in differ-

ent locations in Iraq.

By Staff Sgt. Kevin Doheny
159" CAB PAO

or Veterans Day, many

Americans probably  spend
their day honoring those who have
served in America’s Armed Forces
and thank them for their service.

Some probably go to parades,
barbeques or maybe even to
cemeteries to honor the fallen.

For one father and his son, this
year’s Veterans Day was a way to
reunite, even if it was many miles
away from the frigid North Dakota
fall they call home.

James and Brandon Markey, both
from Fargo, N.D., spent Veterans
Day enjoying each other’s company
and spending some quality time
together.

Courtesy photo

But how was this different
than any other father and son
spending time together on a
national holiday?

They did it in a combat
zone; a place where American
troops are battling insurgents
daily and supporting those
who are trying to make a dent
on the war on terror.

James, an aviation
command sergeant major for
7% Battalion, 158" Aviation
Regiment, serving at LSA
Anaconda, and Brandon, an
infantryman with Company
A, 4" Battalion, 23™ Infantry
Regiment, serving at Forward
Operating Base Marez, both
are in Iraq serving their
country with pride.

James said having a chance to
serve with his son in Iraq is an honor.
He said he is as proud of his son as
he has ever been and realizes the
danger Brandon faces as he patrols
the streets of Mosul.

“I think a lot about my son being
over here in Iraq, because he is an
infantryman in a Stryker Brigade,”
said James. “He’s in a unit where
as they say, ‘The metal really hits
the road’. He deals with insurgents
almost on a daily basis. I have great
concern for him, but I also know
he’s in a close-knit and well-trained
unit.”

Brandon said he is just as proud of
his father as his father is of him and
said his father is one of the heroes
in his life. He said the safety of his
father worries him just as his dad

I

worries about him.

“I am obviously concerned for
his safety because I am here with
him and I know what happens and
the unknown is always there,” said
Brandon.

James, 48, is a command sergeant
major, which means he is the top
enlisted man in his battalion. As the
CSM for the battalion he watches
over the morale and welfare for
his Soldiers, executes the battalion
commander’s orders and is the
senior-leader advisor. Brandon, 24,
is in an infantry unit which conducts
searches, raids and other various
combat operations every day.

Even though Brandon’s father
was in the Army prior to Brandon’s
enlistment, he said following in
his father’s footsteps was not his
main reason for joining. He said he
has a love for his country and his
willingness to fight terrorism is the
main reason why he decided to fight
for his country.

“I wanted to serve my country
in combat,” said Brandon, “I knew
joining the infantry at the time
when [ did, that it would probably
happen.”

“I would like to think I instilled
a little of this pride in him, but he
joined the Army all on his own,”
said James. “I remember when he
called and said he had enlisted. I
said, ‘Enlisted into what?’ He said,
‘The Army and the infantry because
it was the quickest way to get in.” |
have great pride and respect for my

CSM continued on Page 8



TOA continued from Page 3

equipment are difficult tasks,” he said.

The 159" Avn. Bde. prepared for the deployment by
doing a rotation at the Joint Readiness Combat Center,
Fork Polk, La. as well as participating in a mission
readiness exercise and conducting internal brigade
training, Hasken said.

However, Hasken acknowledges it takes time for
Soldiers to adjust to the increased operational tempo in
a deployment environment.

“A lot of care and attention has to be given to the
ongoing risk assessment to make sure Soldiers and
equipment are ready,” he said. “We’ll be triple checking
data and paying attention to detail.”

Leach said the Warfighters’ mission has gone very
well and has been extremely busy over the last year.

“Wehave avery good safety record due to the emphasis
of safety on leaders and Soldiers,” he said. “Our great
mission accomplishment is due to the support and hard
work of Soldiers, specifically aircraft maintenance.”

Leach advised the incoming task force to stick to the
basics to accomplish the mission.

“Just do the basics well and the mission will be
successful,” Leach said.

Leach said several historic events occurred while
his unit’s been in country, including Iraq’s democratic
elections and the approval of the constitution.

“We’re going home with the knowledge of a job well
done and a feeling of satisfaction that the country of
Iraq is better off,” he said.

RSR continued from Page 5
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Lt. Gen. John Vines, MultiNational Corps-Irag Com-
mander, watches as Col. Jeffrey Colt, 159th Combat
Aviation Brigade Commander, and Command. Sgt. Maj.
Craig Rinde, 159th CAB CSM, uncase the 159th CAB’s
colors during the Transfer of Authority ceremony at
Camp Anaconda, Iraq Nov.8.

Although the mission might sound
like an easy one to some people,
DeBoer said the risk is actually a
lot greater than most because of the
routes he flies every day.

“Our mission takes us into the
center of Baghdad,” he said.

“Other pilots go out of their way
to fly around it. The open desert is
a lot safer; in a dense population
center, you can’t see where the
threat comes from.”

“I think pilots are going to have
a good time and I think they’re

going to do very well,” Wilson said.
“They’re very proficient at what
they do.”

“Right-seat-rides are extremely
beneficial,” DeBoer said. “I would
not have felt comfortable without
them.”



CONGRESSMEN VISIT WITH TASK FORCE SOLDIERS

By Sgt. Susan Redwine
159" CAB PAO

S ix congressmen made a stop to LSA Anaconda, Iraq
to visit with Soldiers during a luncheon Nov. 28 at
Dining Facility 1.

Approximately 40 servicemembers from across the
LSAtook partin the luncheon, which gave them a chance
to speak with their individual State Representatives to
U.S. Congress.

Representatives Bill Shuster (Penn.), Adam Smith
(Wash.), Tim Ryan (Ohio), Kendrick Meeks (Fla.), Jack
Kingston (Ga.) and Dennis Rehberg (Mon.) sat down
with servicemembers to informally discuss various
issues related to duty in Iraq.

“We came to find out the morale of the troops situated
in Iraq firsthand,” Shuster said. “We just want them
to know the folks back home support them and bring

holiday greetings from the States and thank them for
being here.”

Topics of discussion ranged from family issues to
housing and deployment lengths as well as the general
morale of the troops and attitudes about the mission in
Iraq.

“It was nice, it was a nice meet and greet,” said
Capt. Jeffrey Ker, personnel officer, 3™ Battalion, 101
Aviation Regiment, 159" Combat Aviation Brigade.
“The main focus was to get a feel for what was going
on over here.”

“I was surprised that they came to visit,” said Sgt.
Anthony Ghent, human resource noncommissioned
officer, 159" CAB. Ghent added that it was the first
time he’s seen such high-level officials during his
enlistment. He said he was impressed they not only

VISIT continued on Page 10
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son for joining the Army. I stand by
him 100 percent for the courage he
has shown to join the Army at our
nation’s time of need. I brag about
my son all the time to the Soldiers
in my unit.”

The two talk whenever possible
and even though the Markeys have
completely different jobs while
serving in Iraq, each can help one
another by offering their support
and making sure the other one is
OK at least every few days or so.

“MyDadisagreatencouragement
here,” said Brandon. “Although
we do completely different jobs I
know that anytime I had a rough
patrol or got into another firefight I
can talk to him about it and he will
ease my mind.”

“I talk to him via e-mail on
updates on IED’s, VBIED’s, and
hot issues I hear about in Iraq;
things that I think could effect his
day-to-day missions,” said James.

“He knows he can call me or e-mail
me any time he has a rough day and
needs someone to talk to. We talk
about incidents that have happened
in our units to insure were both doing
OK. I constantly tell him to think
smartly and safely at all times.”

The two also use humor to help
the time pass while in Iraq. Both
said humor is one of the reasons
why they have such high morale.

“Humor is important to me to
help keep morale up in this combat
zone,” said James. “I’'m always e-
mailing jokes and humorous stories
to my son and my unit. Making
people laugh and smile helps the
time pass by more quickly.”

At any time there is potential
for the worst to happen. Both of
the Markeys have experienced
dangerous situations. Brandon being
an infantryman has experienced
these situations more times than his
father due to the nature of his unit’s
mission, but James hasn’t spent this
long in Iraq without a close call or

two.

“My platoon earned our Combat
Infantryman Badges the first day
in sector. I have had rounds snap
right next to me,” said Brandon.
“It gets your adrenaline going
that is for sure. As an infantryman
it is our daily job is to find the
insurgents. With that we are bound
to meet some resistance along the
way. We are very well trained and
have great equipment and people
supporting so I feel safe even in
those difficult situations.”

“I’ve had some close calls
with some of the mortar
attacks on LSAA, but I don’t
talk about these incidents so I
don’t worry my family members,”
said James. “My son and I talk
about these incidents, but it’s best
to keep them on hold until we both
arrive home safely.”

James said he hopes he and his
son can have a chance to spend
time together on Thanksgiving
and Christmas.




Thanksgiving was celebrated by Task Force
Thunder Soldiers in Dining Facility 4 with a
traditional dinner served by commanders from
throughout the brigade. Brig. Gen. Rickey Rife,
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) Assistant
Division Commander for Operations also stopped

by LSA Andaconda to lend a hand with serving.
Though far from home and families, the tradi-
tional dinner gave Soldiers a chance to pause and
reflect on all they have to be grateful for.
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Many of the Soldiers

= simply enjoyed being able to

-

s FAIRBORNE talk to someone from home,

Y us s : congressman or not.
/ “It was just a nice break to
talk to someone from our state,”
Ker said. “It just happened
that they’re in the House of
Representatives.”

Ghent said he thinks the
information the Representatives
will take home will help them
make decisions in their jobs as
legislators.

“It’s a morale booster to
know someone’s trying to look
out for you,” Ghent said.

“We want to thank all the
Soldiers out there putting it
on the line every day,” Meeks
said. “We wanted to get on
the ground and see what’s
happening to see if we’re doing
this the right and most effective
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TF THUNDER MURAL
Dragonlord Soldiers create Task Force Mural

Two Thunder Brigade Soldiers, Sgt. Kendrick
Baker and Pfc. Shannon Kelley, Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 159th Combat
Aviation Brigade, created a Task Force Thun-
der Mural outside the entrance to the Tactical
Operations Center. The two Soldiers were
able to create the mural after using whatev-
er materials and paint they could find. They
first sketched the design using a black paint
marker and then painted in the outlines. Once
complete with the painting, they put on the
finishing touches by detailing the Air Assault
badge and Old Abe.




