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The following comments were
given during a Nov. 22 Pentagon
Press Conference held via satellite
on Camp Victory by Lt. Gen. John
R. Vines, commander, Multi-
National Corps – Iraq.

“I must tell you that I believe that
the heroic efforts of our men and
women over here have helped con-
tribute to the relative peace and
security that we enjoy back in the
United States, and I believe the
efforts of the men and women here,
as well as our security forces back in
the United States, are directly attrib-
utable to that peace that we do enjoy
at home.”

Governance
Vines pointed out several key

successes Coalition forces have had

since the fall of Saddam Hussein,
many of them happening within the
last year:

a national election was held and a
transitional government assumed
responsibility

a national assembly was seated
a constitution was drafted
a national referendum was held

and the constitution was ratified
“And here, in just less than a

month, a national election will be
held in which the people of Iraq will
pick their own representatives and
proceed along the path toward a
democratically elected government
– a government that provides for the
security and protection of each Iraqi
citizen. A government that is able to
not only secure Iraq, but to make
sure that Iraq is not a threat to its
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Camp Victory opens new education center

Country musician Aaron Tippin (center) and band members per-
form during a concert at the Sports Oasis Dining Facility stage
Saturday.

Heavy Tipper
photo by Pfc. Joshua R. Ford/MNC-I PAO

Story, photo by Pfc.
Joshua R. Ford
MNC-I PAO

Task Force Dragon
helped open the Staff Sgt.
Russull J. Verdugo
Education Center during a
ceremony on Camp
Victory Friday. 

Verdugo, an explosive
ordnance handler and team
leader from 184th
Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Battalion was
killed in action near the
Iranian border earlier this
year. 

“This (center) gives
Soldiers the ability to par-
ticipate in the Army educa-
tion systems and distance
learning programs so they
can work on college and
professional development
while they’re deployed,”
said Col. Richard D.
Hooker, Task Force
Dragon commander,
Headquarters and
Headquarters Company,

XVIII Airborne Corps,
Fort Bragg, N.C. TF
Dragon is one of two units
from Bragg tasked to carry
out the mission
“Deployable Classroom”
while in Iraq, Hooker said.

“Since most Soldiers
deploy for a year, we did-
n’t want to take the oppor-
tunity to get an education
away from them. A year is
a long time to be out of the
loop,” said Capt. Tilisha
Rodgers, signal officer,
HHC, XVIII Abn. Corps.

The education center has
16 computer terminals that
include Web cameras and
headphones, a conference
room and a classroom
where Soldiers looking to
further their education can
interact with teachers and
professors back in the U.S.
via the Internet.

“The systems provided
at the education center are
for continuing educations
or contacting families back
home,” Rodgers said.

The network at the edu-
cation center is connected
to a server at Fort Eustis,
Va., and can reach out to
almost anywhere in the
world, Rodgers added. 

Mechanics and signal
Soldiers from TF Dragon
built the walls inside of the
education center, ran fiber
optic cable throughout the
building, assembled and
positioned the satellite
dish, installed a server and
furnished the building in
less than a week.

“I think this will give
service members a chance
to get away from their day-
to-day routine … I think it
will make a year deploy-
ment a whole lot easier,”
Rodgers added. “It feels
good to leave this behind
for Soldiers who will be
serving in Operation Iraqi
Freedom IV.”

“My only regret is that
we could not get this thing
going much sooner than
we did,” Hooker said.

Fallen explosive ordnance handler honored in Friday ceremony

Col. Richard D. Hooker, commander, Task
Force Dragon, speaks at the opening ceremony
of the Staff Sgt. Russel J. Verdugo Camp
Victory Education Center Friday.

Vines speaks on Iraq successes

See VINES, Page 3



Page 2 Victory Weekly Nov. 29, 2005

Upbeat Hawaiians bring ‘Aloha Spirit’ to Al-Faw
Story, photos by 
Staff Sgt. Julie Nicolov
MNC-I PAO

New troops often do a
double-take when they
enter the Al-Faw Palace. 

Instead of encountering
quiet, stone-faced guards
who methodically check
security badges, troops
assigned to Camp Victory
are greeted with big
smiles and robust wel-
comes from the troops of
Mortar Platoon,
Headquarters and
Headquarters Company,
2nd Battalion, 299th
Infantry Regiment,
Hawaii Army National
Guard.

The welcome wagon is
headed up by Assistant
Platoon Sergeant Staff
Sgt. Clinton Haina, affec-
tionately known by his
troops as the
“Ambassador of Aloha.”

“People call me the
Wal-Mart greeter,” Haina
said with a laugh. 

Haina, who hails from
Pepeekeo on the Big
Island, stands next to the
guard desk near the
palace entrance wearing
his protective vest, hel-
met and weapon as he
greets each person who
walks through the revolv-
ing doors with their full
rank, a big smile and a
wish for a good day.

When he isn’t
deployed, Haina works as
a nurse at North Hawaii
Community Hospital, and
said he learned to have a
positive attitude during
his medical training.

“My boss told me that
your first impression
when you walk into a
patient’s room will make
your day go easier,”
Haina said. 

Applying that philoso-
phy to the work he does
in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom has had
good results.

“Everyday when I
greet officers, enlisted

and civilians, they come
up to me and say, ‘Thank
you, staff sergeant, you
make our morning,’”
Haina said.

Though Haina and his
men were initially slotted
to provide light infantry
support in the Tikrit area
and spent months learn-
ing how to clear build-
ings, conduct security
patrols and set up road
blocks, once they arrived
in country, they realized
that plans had changed.

The men of Mortar
Platoon have made the
best of their new assign-
ment. 

“We do things with a
smile; that’s the way we
were brought up,” said
Sgt. Quintin “Chunky”
Quinories, mortar non-
commissioned officer.

In the beginning of
their tour, however, not
everyone responded well
to the spirit of Aloha.
“Some people ques-
tioned, but by watching
us, they found that we do

know our jobs,”
Quinories added.

After a while, the peo-
ple who work at Al-Faw
Palace warmed up to the
Hawaiian way, and
learned that it’s a great
morale booster. “There’s
no sense in being all
uptight,” Quinories said.
“Sometimes you have
your days, but it’s all
right.”

Some of the leadership

have even joined in on
the jokes and lightheart-
edness that keep the
National Guardsmen
going.

“One sergeant major is
always playing jokes,”
Quinories said. “At first
when we started to joke
with him we used to get
the stink eye, but now
he’s always cranking on
us.”

The Ambassador of
Aloha is glad that his
troops have followed his
example.

“The boys at the gate
are so positive, too,”
Haina said. “They’re
always greeting and smil-
ing.”

Even when the day
isn’t going as planned,
Haina’s energy prevails.

“Sometimes things
don’t go right. Haina
looks at the positive. You
look at him and think, ‘It
can’t be that bad,’” said
Sgt. 1st Class Aaron
Okinaga, platoon ser-
geant, Mortar Platoon.

The old saying, “Smile
and people will wonder
what you’re up to,” cer-
tainly holds true in the
guard shacks that sur-
round Al-Faw.

Keeping a positive
attitude has helped the
troops battle homesick-
ness during what is for
many of them their first
extended period away
from home. “Everyone is
so close, like a family,”
Quinories said. “You
have a family back
home, but you have a
family here too.” 

The men of Mortar
Platoon will return to
their homes and families
in January. Wherever the
future takes them, their
positive energy will fol-
low.

“The people who work
in the palace are always
asking, ‘Why are you so
happy? What’s the deal?’
We call it the ‘Aloha
Spirit.’ We bring the
Spirit to the palace, to
wherever we go,”
Okinaga said.

From left: Spc. Edgar Agonias, Spc. Marciel Manago, and Sgt. Quintin
Quinories, 2nd Battalion, 299th Infantry Regiment, Hawaii Army National Guard,
share the “Aloha Spirit” while they guard the Al Faw Palace.

Guard battalion’s good attitude, work ethic infectious, entertaining at Iraq multi-national headquarters

“Amabassador of Aloha" Staff Sgt. Clinton Haina, assistant platoon sergeant, Mortar
Platoon, 2nd Battalion, 299th Infantry Regiment, Hawaii Army National Guard,  greets
troops recently as they enter the Al-Faw Palace for another day's work.

“We call it the ‘Aloha Spirit.’ We bring
the Spirit to the palace, to wherever we go.”

-- Sgt. 1st Class Aaron Okinaga, 
299th Infantry Regiment, 

Hawaii Army National Guard
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neighbors or to others.”
“In October, Iraqis voted in

numbers that exceeded the partic-
ipation levels in Western democ-
racies. They clearly wish to be
able to determine for themselves
their own form of government.
The security enjoyed by (U.S.)
citizens is something sometimes
we take for granted. Iraqis don’t
take it for granted because they
recognize that people such as the
jihadists and Islamic extremists
wish to impose their worldview
on Iraq. They recognize what’s at
stake.”
Security

“In security, about a third of the
Iraqi army battalions – about 36 of
them right now – are responsible
for their own areas of operation
and the operations that are con-
ducted in those areas. They are

doing, in some cases, extraordi-
nary work. In all cases they are
in the fight. About 80 percent of
the Iraqi security forces at any
given time are in the fight and par-

ticipating in combat operations
around the country. Increasingly,
the police are participating, some
in greater numbers in urban areas;
other police are being developed.
So the police are doing some
extraordinary work.” 

“Iraqi soldiers and policemen
are in the fight; they’re risking
their lives and they’re fighting, in
some cases dying, for Iraq, for the
security of their fellow citizens.
They’ve been conducting opera-
tions, particularly in the Anbar
province recently – the Western
Euphrates Valley – with the pur-
poses of denying sanctuary to for-
eign terrorists that have been
operating there and establishing
control of the borders so they can
control what comes in and out of
their own country.

“They have made extraordinary

progress in that area, and we
expect that they will establish
control over their borders prior to
the election, and that is enormous-
ly heartening.”

“The bottom line is, there is a
lot of progress being made.
Sunnis are being brought into the
political process. They’re choos-
ing the ballot box rather than vio-
lence to influence their govern-
ment and what goes on in the
country. We see that in a variety
of ways … the leadership of the
greater Sunni populace is commit-
ted to attempting to have a say in
the outcome of their government.”

“So overall, there is an enor-
mous amount that remains to be
done, but the progress that’s been
made in the last couple of years,
and particularly in the last year, is
absolutely extraordinary.”

VINES
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Titans at Colts
Packers at Bears

Jaguars at Browns
Vikings at Lions

Cowboys at Giants
Buccaneers at Saints

Bills at Dolphins
Bengals at Steelers
Falcons at Panthers
Texans at Ravens
Cardinals at 49ers
Redskins at Rams

Jets at Patriots
Broncos at Chiefs

Raiders at Chargers
Seahawks at Eagles
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SSG St.Clair PFC Clifton SGT Brown
Schedule This Week’s Picks

Notes
Apparently, Bengals cheerleaders are extremely adept at picking foot-

ball games, since last week’s Ms. Tara Willson went 11 - 5 and put the
guests back in the lead by two games.

A month on top turned out to be too much for Staff Sgt. St.Clair, who
was last seen sucking an egg and was Week 12’s big loser. Of course
New York Giants Kicker Jay Feeley sucked three eggs and gave Seattle
their seventh win in a row, so who cares? And FYI, Colts-Seahawks in
Week 16, Indy will have at least one loss. Oh, and kudos to Pfc. Clifton
and his precious Bengals, who both refuse to roll over and die.

This week’s guest picker is Sgt. Patrick A. Brown, 738th Area Support
Medical Command Tactical Operations Center, Golby Troop Medical Clinic.

How you gonna do if you really don’t wanna dance? Be a guest picker
today! Call or e-mail 822-1414 or mark.st.clair@iraq.centcom.mil.

Last Week’s Results:
Overall:

9 - 7
106 - 70

11 - 5
103 - 73

11 - 5
108 - 68
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Today: Spades Tournament at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 51; At the Gym:
Tae-Kwon-Do from 6 - 7 p.m.;  Fencing from 7:30 - 9 p.m.

Wednesday: At the Gym: Aerobics from 5 - 6:30 a.m. and
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.; Boxing from 8 - 9 p.m.

Thursday: Country Night at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 124; At the Gym:
Tae-Kwon-Do from 6 - 7 p.m.; Arm Wrestling Competition at
7 p.m.

Friday: First Run Movies at 5 p.m. in Bldg. 124; Latin Dance
Night at 9 p.m. at Bldg. 51; At the Gym: Aerobics  from 5 -
6:30 a.m. and 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.; Fencing from 7 - 9 p.m.;

Soccer Tournament; Volleybal Tournament

Saturday: College Football at Bldg. 124; College Football at Bldg.
51; At the Gym: Tae-Kwon-Do from 6 - 7 p.m.; Boxing from 8 - 9
p.m.; Soccer Tournament; Volleyball Tournament

Sunday: NFL Football at 9 p.m. at Bldg. 124; NFL Football at
Bldg. 51; At the Gym: Fencing from 7:30 - 9 p.m.; Self Defense
from 6:30 - 7:30 a.m.; Soccer Tournament; Volleyball Tournament

Monday: Ping Pong Tournament at 8 p.m. at Bldg. 124; Dominos
Tournament at Bldg. 51; At the Gym: Aerobics from 5 - 6:30 a.m.
and 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Boxing from 8 - 9 p.m.

Victory MWR Events for November 29 - December 5

MNC-I Commanding General: Lt. Gen. John R. Vines  
MNC-I Public Affairs Officer: Col. Billy J. Buckner

MNC-I PA Sergeant Major: Sgt. Maj. John E. Brenci 

Victory Weekly is an authorized electronic publication for members of the Department of Defense. Contents of this electronic publica-
tion are not necessarily the official views of or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the Department of Defense. The editorial content
of this publication is the responsibility of the Public Affairs Office of Multi-National Corps - Iraq. 

Operating Hours

MNC-I Production Chief: Staff Sgt. Mark St.Clair
Victory Weekly Editor: Vacant

Coalition Cafe
Breakfast  5:30 - 8:30 a.m.  
Lunch  11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Dinner  5:30 - 8 p.m.
Midnight Dining  11 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Sports Oasis 
Breakfast  5:30 - 8:30 a.m. 
Lunch  11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Dinner  5:30 - 9 p.m.
Shopette
Open 24 Hours
Camp Liberty Post Exchange
Everyday  8 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
Fitness Center
Open 24 Hours
Chapel (Bldg. 31)
Sunday:
Protestant Service 7 and 8:45 a.m.
Catholic Mass  10:30 a.m.
Gospel Service  Noon
Mormon (LDS)  2 p.m.
Episcopal  4 p.m. 
Full Life Service  6 p.m.

Saturday:
7th Day Adventist  11 a.m.
Catholic Mass  8 p.m.

Mini-Chapel (Bldg. 2)
Friday:
Jewish Service 6:30 p.m.
Eastern Orthodox services:
Saturday;

Vespers 5 p.m.
Confession 5:30 p.m.
Bible Study 7 p.m.

Sunday;
Divine Liturgy 9 a.m.

Post Office 
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday 1 - 5 p.m.
Golby Troop Medical Clinic
Sick Call Hours:
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon   
Saturday & Sunday 9 a.m. - noon

Dental Sick call:
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Saturday 9 - 10:30 a.m.  

Mental Health Clinic: 
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.   
Saturday 9 a.m. - noon

Post Deployment Health Briefings: 
Monday - Friday 1 p.m.

Pharmacy: 
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon  
Saturday & Sunday 9 a.m. - noon 

Voices of Victory: What do you think of the upcoming Iraqi democratic elections?

“The elections will give
the Iraqi people more
responsibility in running
their own country.”

“Hopefully the elections
will move them toward a
stabilized democratic
country.”

Staff Sgt. Bruce Boardman,
Multi-National Corps - Iraq
Electronic Warfare 
Coordination Cell

Pvt. Kyrandia Strickland, 
612th Gun Truck Company, 
1st Corps Support Command 

Wynton McQueen,
administrative specialist,
Kellogg, Brown and Root, Inc.

“It brings the Iraqi peo-
ple one step closer to
accomplishing the goal of
beginning a free Iraq.”

Victory Weekly welcomes columns, commentaries, 
articles and letters from our readers. Send submissions 

or comments to mark.st.clair@iraq.centcom.mil.
We reserve the right to edit for security, accuracy, 

propriety, policy, clarity and space.

One of the many festive holiday decorations as seen
during the evening meal at the Coalition Cafe Dining
Facility on Thanksgiving.

Giving thanks
photo by Pfc. Joshua R. Ford/MNC-I PAO


