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HUSAYBAH — “Freedom is never
easy.”

This was the overarching theme in
Husaybah as distinguished guests from the
Ministry of the Interior, Ministry of
Defense and Coalition Forces converged
on Husaybah in the Euphrates River valley.
The event symbolized the securing of the
port-of-entry from Syria to Iraq.

Gen. George Casey, Multi-National

Force - Iraq commanding general, along
with Saadoun al-Dulaimi, Iraq MOD, Brig.
Gen. Ahmed Ali Muhsin Al-Khafaggi,
deputy MOI supporting forces, and Marine
Col. Stephen W. Davis watched as the Iraqi
flag was raised by Iraqi Soldiers in the
dusty little town, which was cleared of
insurgents as part on an effort to stop the
flow of terrorists across Iraq's borders.

“This is a historic day for Iraq,” said al-
Dulaimi on the successes of the border
operations. “I will not forget this day. The
insurgents are no longer controlling the
border. Our friends have helped us. We are

See BORDER, Page 4

Story and photo by 
Spc. Rick Rzepka
This Week in Iraq 
Assistant Editor

Husaybah ceremony marks
a new era on Syrian border

Iraqi Soldiers raise their national flag during a ceremony in Husaybah
marking the restoration of border control between Iraq and Syria.  Prior to
recent operations, Husaybah was a major transit point for terrorists and
insurgents illegally entering Iraq from Syria.
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As I have said many times, we
have a plan and the plan is work-
ing.  

Last week, President
Bush released the
“National Strategy for
Victory in Iraq.”  This is
not a new plan, but an
unclassified version.

The president's strate-
gy has three broad
tracks which, completed
successfully, will spell
victory.  

The political track
involves forging a
broadly supported
national compact for democratic
governance.  

The economic track involves
building a foundation for a sound
and self-sustaining economy.

The security track involves a
campaign to defeat the terrorists
and neutralize the insurgency,
developing Iraqi security forces
and helping the Iraqi government.

Securing the border is critical to
the security track of the president's
strategy.  Last week I took part in
an important ceremony in
Husaybah where the Iraqi govern-
ment declared control of their bor-
ders.  This is a prime example of
how Multi-National Force - Iraq
and its Iraqi Security Force part-
ners are contributing to the overall
plan.  More than symbolic, control
of any country's borders is essen-

tial, and stopping the flow of for-
eign fighters, illegal weapons and
money into the country is critical
to security.  

One of the primary means of
securing the border will be through
a series of border forts.  A total of
258 border forts are planned to

support the defense of
the Iraqi border and
the Department of
Border Enforcement
is already manning all
of the posts now in
place.  All of the forts
will be completed by
January, a dramatic
increase over the 51
forts in place last

January.  
Along with the

increase in forts, there
has also been a steady increase in
the number of trained and
equipped Department of Border
personnel.  Nearly 18,000 Iraqi
Soldiers are manning the borders,
3,000 more than last January, and
that number will swell to more
than 28,000.

Next week’s elections will
demonstrate how increased securi-
ty, such as initial control of the bor-
ders,  reinforces progress in other
tracks of the president's plan,
specifically the political track, as
Iraqis take to the polling booths
and elect their new four-year gov-
ernment.  

It’s all according to the plan.
I encourage everyone to read the

complete strategy.  You can find a
direct link at:

http://www.mnf-iraq.com.

Gen. George W.
Casey Jr.

By Gen. George W. Casey Jr.
Multi-National Force - Iraq
Commanding General

CG’s Weekly Message...

Beginning February, Iraqi citizens in 15 cities will
have an emergency response system much like
America's E-911 call system. 

This emergency response system is Iraq's new
Advanced First Responder Network. Citizens in
Baghdad can already use the system to summon emer-
gency medical technicians, police, firefighters or secu-
rity forces. 

By Dec. 15, Iraq's election day, 13 cities, including
Basrah and Kirkuk, will have system capabilities. By
project completion in January, more than 60 percent of
Iraqis will be able to use the system to make emer-
gency calls.

Baghdad's AFRN system was completed in time for
the Oct.15 constitutional referendum vote and con-
tributed significantly to the security of those who
voted, Baghdad police officials said. 

The Baghdad dispatch center recorded more than
70,000 emergency calls during voting day. 

Similar to America's E-911 system, Iraq's AFRN
system allows Iraqi first responders to quickly mobi-
lize to the area where a call originates. The system
works over public telephones, other landline phones,
and cellular phones. 

The Iraqis can speak directly to call center dispatch-
ers, who, in turn, send digital encrypted information to
the responding group. This encrypted communication
system denies insurgents the ability to listen as emer-
gency personnel communicate. 

Iraq's AFRN system has capabilities that go beyond
American E-911 systems. For example, a local Iraqi
police officer can communicate instantly with Iraqi's
national security force.

The AFRN system is designed to expand as the
number of Iraqi first-responders increases. So, as Iraq
moves forward, it will have a state-of-the-art emer-
gency response communication system to ensure ever-
improving security and safety for its people. 

Iraq’s  911
Story by Cmdr. Walter Blaney
Joint Contracting Command 
Iraq/Afghanistan
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ERBIL — On the banks of the Great Zab River sits the largest
water purification project in Iraq.

The Erbil-Ifraz water plant will provide 6,000 cubic meters of
treated water per hour to more than 450,000 residents of Erbil, and
could be expanded in the future by 40 percent to 10,000 cubic
meters.  It will replace an aging treatment plant that has only 20
percent of the new facility's capacity.

The water will pour from the Great Zab River into a pump house
where it will be treated. From there, it travels through a series of
pumping stations until it reaches Erbil.

Story and photo by Claude D. McKinney
Gulf Region North, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Building Iraq’s largest water purification plant

KIRKUK — As infantrymen train the
Iraqi Army for the transfer of security in
Kirkuk, a group of Soldiers is showing the
Iraqi troops another side to being a
guardian of the citizens. 

The 451st Civil Affairs Company has
been working with the Iraqi Army for the
last few months showing the Soldiers how
to perform civil operations.

“Initially, they did not feel comfortable
working with the public,” said Maj. Harry
Kim, general support team chief, 451st
Civil Affairs. “But, after a few joint opera-
tions, the Iraqi Army now feels comfort-
able conducting operations within the pub-
lic.”

Children, in particular, were a little
frightened of Soldiers at first.  But the Iraqi
troops were learning how to work with
children

“A lot of operations are conducted with
children,” Kim said. “And, now they are
beginning to feel friendly toward the Iraqi
Army in their neighborhood.”

Garnering that friendship with the public
has been a long road for the Iraqi Army,

Kim said, but they are quickly
moving toward a good civil pres-
ence within the communities. 

On a recent goodwill mission,
Soldiers from the 451st visited a
neighborhood school with the Iraqi
Army. 

The Iraqi army gave stuffed ani-
mals and toys, supplied by 451st
Civil Affairs Soldiers, to the chil-
dren. 

“We want to be out of the pic-
ture,” said Sgt. Joseph Perez, team
leader, 451st Civil Affairs. “We
want to teach these people how to
interact with the public, so we let
them do the interaction. We're kind
of like the guy behind the scenes.”

Major Junade Zyad, the Iraqi
Army brigade civil military officer,
ran the operation. 

“The Iraqi Army is now improv-
ing their public image,” Kim said.
“Especially, Maj. Zyad, who acts as
our counterpart in the Iraqi Army.”

At the school, Zyad gave toys to
Christian and Muslim children
alike. Zyad said the Iraqi Army
made the children happy with the
gifts.

“He is very good at dealing with the chil-
dren and he works well with the media,”

Kim said. “He's been such a great help in
accomplishing our mission, which is to get
the Iraqi Army to stand on their own.”

Maj. Junade Zyad, the civil military officer
for the Iraqi Army Cobra Bn., hugs two chil-
dren after delivering stuffed animals and
toys to their neighborhood school. The gifts
were supplied by Soldiers from the 451st
Civil Affairs Co.

Iraqi Army moving beyond security
Story and photo by 
Spc. Michael Pfaff
133rd Mobile Public 
Affairs Detachment

Workers build a water purification plant on the banks of
the Great Zab River.  The old plant, not far upstream, will
continue to be used even after the new plant is brought
on line



ALI BASE — Iraq's Air Force grew
more self-reliant this week when a six-man
crew flew a C-130 Hercules mission to
Baghdad without Coalition advisory sup-
port team assistance.

“This is a very good day for the Iraqi Air
Force,” said the 23rd Squadron's
(Transport) navigator and deputy com-
mander.  “These are very important days
and the Americans have done well training
us to do our best.”  The Iraqi lieutenant
colonel and other squadron members are
not identified by name for security reasons.

The flight started at Ali Air Base, the
squadron's home for the next several
weeks. A permanent move to New Al
Muthana Air Base at Baghdad
International Airport is scheduled for the
end of January.

The Iraqi Air Force transport squadron’s
three C-130s gifted by the United States in
January, have been flying missions since.
But until Nov. 29, there has always been at
least one instructor from the U.S. Air
Force's 777th Expeditionary Airlift
Squadron AST on board.

“I am so very happy,” said the squadron's
quality assurance officer. “This is the first
time since the war that we [prepared] the
plane and fly in the skies of Iraq. This is a
great day for Iraq and America.” 

There was a different feeling in the cock-
pit as the pilot, copilot, flight engineer,
navigator and two loadmasters took to the

skies of Iraq on their
historic mission. 

“This is what makes
us happy. We are flying
for the new Iraqi Air
Force and for free-
dom,” said another
pilot, who flew in the
copilot seat for the mis-
sion to pick up
squadron members
returning from leave.
“Now (the Iraqi Air
Force) has to get bigger
and bigger with more
men; Iraqis all over the
world should be happy
about today.”

The Iraqi air crew
began their training in
the United States, completed simulator
training there and returned to Iraq for flight
training. They all had prior experience fly-
ing other aircraft in Saddam Hussein's air
force.

U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Michael Bauer,
777th EAS commander, and U.S. Air Force
Maj. Roger Redwood, 777th EAS, 23 AST
operations flight commander, have shared
the task of transitioning and training the
Iraqi air crew at Ali Base.

“The Iraqis worked hard,” said Bauer.
“This is a critical step in post-war Iraq as
they stand up a military, a government and
a country.  It is a proud moment for all of
us to see Iraqis flying their own planes in
their own country.”

The flight was the first for many in the
Iraqi Air Force.

“This is the right thing, the right way for
Iraq,” Redwood said. “This is a really big
step, and although we still have a ways to
go until the Iraqi Air Force is fully func-
tional and self-sufficient, this is a great
confidence builder.”

Advisory support team members who
trained the Iraqi ground crew also shared
the glory of the moment. 

“Seeing your students go out, taking the
steps on their own for the first time - it's
like seeing your kids or somebody in your
family doing great things,” said U.S. Air
Force Tech. Sgt. John Furber, a squadron
maintenance instructor and adviser.

Squadron members and advisers gath-
ered on the airfield ramp for a traditional
Iraqi celebration when the C-130 Hercules
landed.

This Week in IraqPage 4 December 7, 2005

now a country of freedom, of human rights and of peace,”
As a platoon of MOD Iraqi Soldiers and a platoon of MOI

'Desert Wolves' stood under one flag, the cooperation and resolve
of the respective ministries was apparent.

“Today signifies the ability of MOI and MOD to work togeth-
er,” said Marine Col. Mike Pannell, 2nd Marine Division, 2nd
Marine Expeditionary Force.  “They should be able to operate
independently by June 2006.”

The progress in securing Iraq's borders is a significant step
toward victory in Iraq.

“Presence equals security,” said Davis, the Regimental Combat
Team 2 commanding officer. “This will bring stability to the

region. Operation Steel Curtain has neutralized the insurgent's
presence and activities in the region, while Iraqi forces have estab-
lished a permanent presence throughout the Euphrates River val-
ley. I am encouraged by the progress to date. Together we are
marching forward to provide greater security, as Iraq rejoins the
world of nations.”

Since border operations began, Iraqi and Coalition forces have
cleared and secured enemy controlled areas.

In a speech outlining the steps for victory in Iraq on the same
day, President Bush pointed to the need for enhanced security
along Iraq's borders.

“Many (of the terrorists) are foreigners who are coming to fight
freedom's progress in Iraq,” said the President. “This group
includes terrorists from Saudi Arabia and Syria and Iran and Egypt
and Sudan and Yemen and Libya and other countries.”

Iraqi Air Force flies first solo mission

from page 1
BORDER

Story by Tech. Sgt. Paul Dean
407th Air Expeditionary Group
Public Affairs Office

An Iraqi C-130E arrives at New Al Muthana airfield,
Baghdad International Airport on Nov. 29, completing
the first solo mission by members of the Iraqi Air
Force's 23rd Squadron (Transport).
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Heroes of the Week
Desert Wolves first line of defense for Iraq

HUSAYBAH — Along the thirsty,
Western border of Iraq, hundreds of Desert
Wolves lurk in the pale moonlight, stalking
their prey. These predators aggressively
roam the desert north of Husaybah all the
way to Saudi Arabia, guarding their territo-
ry from their nemesis - the desert weasels,
aka, terrorists.

The Iraqi Desert Wolves, 2nd Brigade,
2nd Region, Department of Border
Enforcement have been active in the Al
Anbar province since December 2004.
Since then, they have been instrumental in
securing and holding areas vital to protect-
ing Iraq’s borders.

Eighteen months ago the border area in
the al-Anbar province was in complete dis-
array, said Army Col. Gene Kamena,
Training and Doctrine Command.
Kamena, who was fundamental in the cre-
ation and training of the Desert Wolves,
said, “the biggest challenge was finding
good men, enough weapons, uniforms and
money to start operations.” 

The Wolves, who are made up of former

Iraqi Army officers and
special forces, are the
brainchild of former
Iraqi Minister of the
Interior Falah Nakib.
The goal was to rapidly
develop an elite border
force that could deploy
quickly to  hot spots.  

Along with four
other Americans,
Kamena took more
than 600 recruits to
Jordan for six weeks of
training and then
deployed directly to the
Syrian border crossing
of Waleed, where they
rebuilt forts.  

“The general plan
was to work our way to
Husaybah and control that area which was
always a problem due to the criminal, ter-
rorist and tribal activity there,” said
Kamena.  “We got into some fights and
always had to fight for money, food, vehi-
cles, water and weapons.”  

Over the months, the Wolves were able
to expand Iraq's border protection north,
and in January 2005, they provided the

only protection for
the polling stations
in the far west por-
tion of the al-
Anbar province.

“Once the Iraqis
knew that we
would live and
fight with them,
they accepted us,”
said Kamena.  “It
all came down to
personal relation-
ships and trust.
This unit was my
biggest success,
because I was
there to guide them
and ensure they
had what they
needed.  It is criti-

cal to understand their culture and what
motivates them.  This takes months to get
right.”  

The Desert Wolves brigade is made up of
both Sunni and Shi'ites, said Marine Col.
Mike Pannell, 2nd Marine division, 2nd
Marine Expeditionary Force.  “They have
come together to protect their country.
They are very brave and patriotic.”

Story and photo by 
Spc. Rick Rzepka
This Week in Iraq Assistant Editor

Desert Wolves Soldiers celebrate
during a ceremony in the Border
town of Husaybah.

AL HILLAH — The 2nd
Iraqi Army Brigade from Al
Hillah  passed combat readi-
ness certification on Nov. 29,
and is cleared to conduct inde-
pendent military operations.
The brigade will assume mili-
tary responsibility for the
Babil province.  

The training was conducted

by Polish and Salvadorian mil-
itary transition teams from
Multi-National Division
Central – South

The brigade will now plan
and execute combat operations
with no room for error.  

During certification, the
brigade took part in five com-
bat operations.  They searched
hundreds of vehicles and
seized 90 illegal weapons and
a large quantity of ammuni-
tion.  

The final exam in the certifi-
cation process, dubbed

Euphrates 2, exceeded
MNDCS expectations.  While
seizing 57 illegal weapons, the
brigade detained 10 suspects.
Three were on the Coalition’s
most wanted list.

During the referendum elec-
tion in October, 2nd Brigade
Soldiers established 41 check-
points and 12 patrols, prevent-
ing any attacks during the vote.  

The brigade establishes
about 18 checkpoints daily,
protects key infrastructure and
conducts cordon and search
operations.

Story and photo 
by Maj. Piotr Fajkowski
Multi-National Division 
Central South

Iraqi Army 2nd Brigade cuts its strings

Soldiers from the newly certified 2nd Iraqi Army Bde., patrol
the streets of Al Hillah on the banks of the Euphrates River.
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KIRKUK — Iraqi and U.S. forces removed more than 4,200
mortar rounds from a major weapons cache found outside of an
abandoned military base near Kirkuk.

The buried rounds were discovered by Iraqi Soldiers.  They
removed about 800 mortar rounds before realizing that the
cache was much larger than they originally thought. U.S.
Soldiers from the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne
Division, were called in to help excavate the munitions and
secure the area.

The ammunition was buried under concrete blocks with dirt
piled on top. So far, all of the ammunition removed  came from
one mound in a field full of similar mounds. The explosives ord-
nance disposal team at the site expects to find more rounds as
the search expands throughout the field.

“It was a good find,” said Air Force Tech. Sgt. Jennifer
Wayne, the EOD team chief at the site. “I'm glad we found it.
All those rounds are potential IEDs.”

The rounds will be destroyed in a controlled detonation.

KIRKUK — On the streets of Iraq,
vehicle searches and traffic stops can mean
the difference between life and death. 

Soldiers with 2nd Squad, 2nd Platoon,
Company C, 2nd Battalion, 327th Infantry
Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, assist-
ed Iraqi Army Soldiers in setting up and
manning a traffic control point in Kirkuk,
Iraq, Nov. 23. The point occupied a small
stretch of road that saw a considerable
amount of terrorist activity in the past
week. 

Staff Sgt. Chad Kuck, 2nd Squad leader,
said Some Iraqis did not have their state-
issued identification card, but most of these
were Iraqi government officials or police.

They were reminded
to keep their state
I.D. on them at all
times, then sent on
their way.

One Soldier said,
that the show of
force was just as
important as check-
ing I.D.s

“It's good to show
a presence,” said
Pvt. Brian Brown,
2/327th Inf. “We are
going to be check-
ing.”

One reason for the
joint-mission was to
continue training the
Iraqi Army Soldiers,
who will be mentor-
ing and monitoring

the country's
fighting forces over the next year.
Another reason, said Kuck, is to help
instill self-reliance in the young Iraqi
military. 

“They're more confident when we go
out with them,” he said. “[In addition],
when we go out, we can see their
strengths and weaknesses.”

Kuck said that the Iraqi Soldiers have
made drastic improvements in the years
since the Screaming Eagles left from
Operation Iraqi Freedom I. He said one
of the biggest strides has been in the
accountability of troops. The Soldiers
who have stuck with the Army are here

because they want to help Iraq  gain its
independence. 

Another benefit to training with the Iraqi
Soldiers falls to Coalition Forces, said
Brown.  While American Soldiers teach
Iraqis how to be a fighting force, the Iraqi
troops teach U.S. forces about their culture,
which may be the biggest barrier for some,
but begins to wane as both pick up words
and phrases from the other. 

Despite many differences, similarities
between the groups abound. 

“They want to help out their country and
make it as peaceful as possible,” Brown
said, “and we're here doing the same.”

Traffic control point to deter terrorists
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Story and photos by 
Spc. Anna-Marie Risner
133rd Mobile Public 
Affairs Detachment

Iraqi firefighters from the Rusafa Fire Station in east Baghdad turned over more than 200 rounds of unex-
ploded ordnance to elements of Task Force Baghdad for destruction.

Sgt. Jason Powell, 1st Bde. Combat Team, 101st
Airborne Div., works with an Iraqi Army Soldier to
ensure an Iraqi man has proper paperwork for his
firearm. U.S. Soldiers worked with members of an Iraqi
Army company to set up a Traffic Control Point in
Kirkuk. The Cleveland, Tenn., native pulled security and
assisted with vehicle searches at the control point.

An Iraqi Army Soldier checks the identi-
fication card of a driver at a Traffic
Control Point in Kirkuk.

The hidden weapons cache that keeps on giving
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Coalition, Iraqi Security Forces’
Operations Review

This week in Iraq, 477 insurgents were
detained or killed and 97 weapons caches
were discovered during 488 operations
throughout the country. Of those opera-
tions, 70 percent included Iraqi Security
Forces. Twenty-one percent were inde-
pendently run by ISF.

Members of the ISF continue to take the
lead in operations throughout the country. 

An all Iraqi aircrew flew their first solo
mission aboard a C-130E from Ali Air
Base to New Al Muthana on Nov. 28.  The
nine aircrew members are part the 23rd
Iraqi Squadron, which has been receiving
training at Ali.

“The flight marked a major milestone
achievement by showing Iraq's capability
of providing its own military transport,”
said Air Force Capt. Jerry Ruiz, forward
operations executive officer at New Al
Muthana. 

In the north-central area of Iraq, 52 ter-
rorists were taken off the streets on Dec. 1
and 2 as ISF and Coalition forces continue
to hunt down and detain terrorists. 

The largest group was captured by the
2nd Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 4th Iraqi Army
Division northwest of Kirkuk. The Soldiers
were conducting a routine patrol near an
abandoned bunker when they observed and

then detained 15 men who
were digging nearby. 

Soldiers from the 2nd
Brigade, 5th Iraqi Army
Division conducted a search
of the Dali Abbas market neat
Al Muqdadiyah to eliminate
an improvised explosive
device cell. Ten suspected ter-
rorists were detained.

Nine suspected terrorists
were detained during a joint
mission led by Soldiers from
the 3rd Battalion, 1st Brigade,
4th Iraqi Army Division. The
mission, which included a
search of the homes in the vil-
lage, was aimed at disrupting
terrorists.  

Soldiers from the 101st
Airborne Division's 1st Bde.
Combat Team apprehended
two terrorists near Daquq
after watching them attempt
to place an IED. 

The IED detonated as they
were placing it, injuring both
men. The terrorists were taken to a local
hospital, where one died.

The Soldiers searched the terrorists'
vehicle and found a second IED. The IED
and the vehicle were safely destroyed.

In Baghdad, Iraqi firefighters from the
Rusafa Fire Station in east Baghdad turned
over more than 200 rounds of unexploded

ordnance to elements of Task Force
Baghdad for destruction on Dec. 1.

The firefighters gave 65 artillery rounds
and 143 mortar rounds to elements of 1st
Battalion, 9th Field Artillery.

This is a continuing effort and partner-
ship between the leadership of the Rusafa
Fire Station and 1st Bn., 9th FA to rid the
area of unexploded ordnance and denying
terrorists potential bomb-making material.  

“The most exciting aspect to me is that
the Iraqi citizens provide the Iraqi Security
Forces and fire departments with the loca-
tion of unexploded ordnance they find in
their neighborhoods,” said Maj. Jay
Sawyer, operations officer for 1/9 FA. “The
people want their communities safer and
they look to the Iraqi government to pro-
vide that safety.”

Elsewhere in Baghdad, Coalition
Soldiers teamed up with ISF to conduct
Operation Thunder Blitz on Nov. 29.
Thirty-three terror suspects were detained

U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl Bryson K. Jones

Iraqi Soldiers from 1st Bn., 2nd Bde., 1st Div.,
are part of the ongoing effort in counterinsur-
gency operations to facilitate the creation of a
secure environment that enables Iraqi self-
reliance and self-governance.

U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Bryson K. Jones

Iraqi Soldiers of the 1st Bn., 2nd Bde., 1st Iraqi Div., carry out evening
duties at Firmbase Castle, Fallujah. See OPERATIONS, next page

By Staff Sgt. Julie Nicolov
Multi-National Corps - Iraq
Public Affairs
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as a result.  
Hundreds of U.S. Soldiers from 3rd

Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment
and Iraqi forces from the 1st Battalion, 2nd
Commando Brigade (Wolf Battalion) took
the enemy by surprise by securing seven
sites along the Tigris River.
Operation Thunder Blitz focused on
removing weapons and terrorists from the
streets before the Dec. 15 elections.  

In the western province, Operation Iron
Hammer is in its final stages. Construction
of long-term security bases in the Hai al
Becker region, about 105 miles west of
Baghdad, is nearly complete, establishing
security and stability in the villages.  

Iraqi and Coalition forces wrapped up
Operation Shank in central and southern

Ramadi on Dec. 3 and began Operation
Rams on Dec. 4. 

The operations were the fifth and sixth
in a series of operations by the Iraqi Army
and Coalition forces designed to disrupt
terrorists and set the conditions for a suc-
cessful election.

As a result of recent operations, insur-
gent attacks against Iraqi civilians and
friendly forces in Ramadi have decreased.
The operations targeted areas where al
Qaeda in Iraq insurgent cells operate. 

Dozens of insurgent cell members have
been detained, and many weapons caches
have been discovered during the opera-
tions. 

Unlike recent combat operations in the
formerly-held terrorist strongholds of
Western Al Anbar, the Iraqi Army and
Coalition forces have met with limited and
uncoordinated resistance in Ramadi. 

Operations
from previous page MNF-I Operations

Summary: Nov. 26 to Dec. 2

Courtesy photo

Combined operations: 248
IEDs found and cleared: 164

anti-Iraqi forces detained: 446
foreign fighters captured 

or killed: 31
Weapons caches found

and cleared:97

Defining roles for December elections

Atip from a citizen helped capture two terror suspects and uncover a large weapons cache in
Rashid on Dec. 3.  Soldiers with 3rd Bn., 7th Inf. Reg., found 23 60 mm mortar rounds, 20 82 mm

mortar rounds, two 120 mm artillery rounds, 40 fuses, two rocket-propelled grenades, one grenade
and 200 rounds of small-arms ammunition.

On Thursday, Dec. 15, the brave sons and daughters of Iraq will
defy their common enemies and march hand-in-hand to the polls.

There they will cast their votes for their first permanent govern-
ment since their liberation from the dictatorship of Saddam
Hussein.

For this historic event to be successful, organizations must limit
their activities to their defined roles.  The role of Coalition forces
during this election is security and limited logistical support.
Coalition forces will stand side-by-side with their Iraqi counter-
parts and ensure there is a safe and secure environment so the peo-
ple of Iraq can cast their votes.

This election, like the constitutional referendum in October, is
being conducted solely by the Iraqi government without pressure
from Coalition forces.  It is important to the success of Operation
Iraqi Freedom that local, regional and international populations
recognize the new government of Iraq as legitimate.  Coalition
forces will help protect the legitimacy of the Iraqi government by

maintaining a low profile and by allowing the Iraqi security forces
to be the face of safety and security at polling sites.  

The Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq conducts all
public outreach and all  information dissemination concerning the
election. They are not involved with informing the Iraqi populace
about individual party platforms or their positions on political
issues.  That is solely up to the political parties themselves.
Coalition forces are prohibited from disseminating  information to
the Iraqi populace concerning the election unless officially
requested to do so by the IECI.

Iraqi officials will answer questions about where and when to
vote. 

Though it is the nature of the members of the Coalition forces
to help those in need, in this case they must not.  Coalition forces
may not assist with hanging campaign posters, passing out flyers,
answering election-related questions, or doing anything that could
give the appearance that they are involved in conducting this elec-
tion.  

In Iraq, “perception is reality.”  Coalition forces will do their
part to ensure that  “perceptions” of who is conducting this elec-
tion, match reality.

This is an election for the people of Iraq, by the people of Iraq.

Commentary by Maj. Lawrence King
Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Strategic Effects Directorate Communications Division

www.mnf-iraq.com



AD DIWANIYAH — Workers
have modernized 28 railroad stations
in Iraq's southern provinces, starting
at Iskandariyah Station in Northern
Babil, just south of Baghdad, and
reaching south into Thi-Qar province.  

Residents living in Babil,
Qadisiyah, Muthana and parts of Thi
Qar provinces can now ride trains
throughout the region.  The train sta-
tions are now clean and safe.  

Eventually, residents will be able to
use the trains to travel throughout
Iraq. 

Local businesses can now use the
renovated rail stations to ship and
receive commodities.  This will make
it easier for businesses and farmers to
ship their products to regional and
global markets.  

The stations were neglected for
decades, becoming unsafe and unsani-
tary. The renovation work began with
removing garbage, then demolishing
unsafe structures.  The terrazzo floor
tiles, septic system and water system
were replaced while walls were
repaired and painted. Workers added
ceramic tiles, new windows, screens
and a backup generator for the
upgraded electricity system.

Thi-Qar and Basrah Province rail
stations are scheduled to have renova-
tions finished by spring.

FOB QAYYARAH-WEST — The
sounds of hammers smashing nails mix
with the whizzing of saws cutting wood at
Forward Operating Base Q-West.

Airmen of the 557th Expeditionary
Rapid Engineer Deployable, Heavy
Operational Repair Squadron, Engineers
are nowhere near an airfield, or any of their
Air Force kin.  Yet, these fish out of water
swim marvelously.

“It's just us flying solo, wherever we
are,” said Senior Airman Jesse N. Gent, a
structural journeyman with the RED
HORSE.  “We're kind of like a contractor,
and we support the Army wherever they
need us.”

On a six-month deployment, the unit is at

home when it comes to building. 
The squadron is a mix of electricians,

plumbers, carpenters and engineers.
Although there aren't any runways at
Q-west, airfield workers are being
used as heavy equipment operators.

“We've had a pretty good jelling of
sorts with the Army,” said Air Force
Staff Sgt. Christopher M. Leonard, a
structural craft team leader with the
unit.  “If they need something built,
we'll go build it.”

This dual-service relationship is
nothing new.  The airmen go to tech-
nical school  in Gulfport, Miss., the
same place the Army sends their
troopers to learn engineering.

“We take a lot of pride in our work
and a job well done,” said Leonard.
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Senior Airman Jesse N. Gent, a
structural journeyman with the 557th
RED HORSE, hammers a nail on a
building project at FOB Q-West.

Story and photos by 
Spc. Jeremy D. Crisp
Multi-National Corps - Iraq
Public Affairs Office

Airmen build for Soldiers

Story by Suzanne M. Fournier
Gulf Region South, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers

Rail stations
restored on
Basrah line

About 10,000 people now have a more reliable water supply with the installation of five generators
that provide power to a water treatment unit in Baghdad and four water pumps in Al Anbar

Province.

Passengers at the Basrah International Airport have reliable power and air conditioning as water
treatment plant and electrical substation repairs have been completed.

Staff Sgt. Christopher M.
Leonard, structural craft team
leader, 557th Expeditionary
RED HORSE, drops in stabiliz-
ing blocks on a new project.



Diyala Province - About 10,000
residents in Al Jeser, Khazi and
Hamail, now have fresh water
with the completion of approxi-
mately 9.3 miles of water distri-
bution line.  

Musayyib - Construction
is complete on a 1.8 mile
water network suppling
fresh water to two neigh-
borhoods.

Najaf - A police station has been built
that will provide the police staff a bet-
ter work environment, enhancing
security for the people.

Baghdad - Construction has
begun on a building, health and
education project that will bene-
fit about 2,000 women in the

Taji area of Baghdad.  The
Assyria Women's Center

should be completed in
May 2006.

Kufah - About 17,500 resi-
dents and the local farmers
now have clean water for the
first time with the installation of
two new compact water purifi-
cation units.

Rebuilding IraqRebuilding Iraq
Projects that are shaping a nation

Basrah - 1,120 students will
have better classrooms and a
brighter future with the complet-
ed renovation of a school. 

Najaf - Workers have
repaved 4.4 miles of road
that will provide safe and
reliable access for farmers
to transport their crops to
the Najaf City Market.
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U.S. Marine corps photo by Sgt. Michael A. Blaha.
Iraqi Border Patrol Officers stand watch outside of Border
Fort 12 by the Syrian border in western Iraq.

Iraqi laborers con-
struct a  fort on the
border with Iran
near Sulaymaniyah.
Department of Defense 
photo by Jim Gordon
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Iraqi’s Border: 
holding the line

Iraqi’s Border: 
holding the line

U.S Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Michael A. Blaha

Trucks pass through the entrance to Iraq at the
main Syrian border crossing point at Tanf/Al-
Waleed in western Iraq.

An Iraqi Soldier with 3rd Bn., 2nd
Reg., 7th Div., stands post along the
Syrian border.

U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Benjamin J. Flores

U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Benjamin J. Flores

Iraqi Soldiers with 3rd Bn., 2nd Reg., 7th Div.,
patrol through a field along the Euphrates River
near the Syrian border.


