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On Dec. 15, 1791, America's founding
fathers ratified the first 10 amendments to

the Constitution.
The Bill of Rights
became a beacon
of freedom and
liberty. 

Exactly 214
years later on Dec. 15, 2005, another
nation will accept the torch of democracy
and elect its first full-term government.

For the first time, Iraqis will be repre-
sented by a permanent, democratically-
elected legislative body.

Thousands of Iraqi citizens are expected
to flock to the polls Thursday to vote under
the new Iraqi Constitution.  It’s the birth of

a Middle East democracy.
Gen. George W. Casey, Multi National

Force - Iraq, Commanding General, said if
the recent past is any indication, Iraqis
want the ability to participate in the politi-
cal process by voting. Iraq's transition into
democracy “has not come about by acci-
dent or coincidence, but by shear will
power and the determination of the Iraqi
people,” he said.

According to a recent report by Reuters,
even Saddam loyalists, who turned their
backs on January's election have done an
about face and encouraged fellow Sunnis
to vote in the Parliamentary elections,

See ELECT, Page 4

Iraq embraces democracy

Iraqi Army Soldiers read a poster outside a polling station as they wait in line to vote
along with other Iraqi security forces in Hayji. The Iraqi citizens will be voting on
Dec. 15, to elect the first free, permanent parliamentary government that will lead
this new democracy for the next four years.
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These are
momentous times.
Tomorrow, those
here in Iraq, as well
as everyone around
the world, will witness
history in the making as
the Iraqi people vote
for the first democratic
and constitutionally
elected government in
the Arab world.      

This has not come
about by accident or
coincidence, but by the
determination of the Iraqi people.
Over the past two years the people
of Iraq have met every challenge:
forming interim and transitional
governments, writing and ratifying
a constitution and selecting their
leaders based on that new charter.
The Coalition along with the Iraqi
Security Forces
and the Iraqi
Tr a n s i t i o n a l
G o v e r n m e n t
has helped in
securing the
country, beat
back the insurgents, and made it
possible to vote in a secure envi-
ronment.  Ultimately though,
democracy is in the hands of the
populace, the people that make up
Iraq.  It is up to them to vote for
their future.

If the recent past is any indica-
tion, Iraqis want to participate in
the process and have a vote.  All
indications are that they will
demonstrate that will tomorrow in
numbers possibly larger than the

9.4 million that
voted in the con-
stitutional referen-
dum.  Remember,
this is the third

government in almost
three years.
Nonetheless, Iraqis
want a say in their
future and a voice in
the government that
will represent them
for the next four
years.  

A stable and demo-
cratically elected government is
important in the next phase of a
free Iraq.  Since the end of the war,
building a competent and capable
military has been a primary con-
cern.  To a large extent that effort
has been successful, making
tomorrow's elections possible.

However, to
ensure the mil-
itary and
police main-
tain the
m o m e n t u m
they have

achieved, the next year will see a
focus on enhancing the capacity of
various ministries, such as the
Ministry of Defense, Interior,
Finance and Justice.  Increasing
ministerial capacity is key to mak-
ing the elections decisive, support-
ing the newly elected government
and maintaining the momentum
achieved over the past two years.
Remember, the elections are not
the end.  They are only the begin-
ning.
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BAGHDAD — An exciting new way of doing busi-
ness sprang up between Iraq's Ministry of Electricity
and the Project and Contracting Office.  In their part-

nership agreement, the PCO
agreed to reimburse the min-
istry up to $16.7 million for
two future power projects in
southern Iraq.  The move,

PCO officials say, could save more than $6 million
over usual contractor costs.

The Project Partnership Agreement covers the con-
struction of a new 10-bay, 132-kilovolt substation in
Najaf, and reconstruction of the 400-kilovolt overhead
line between Hartha and Khor in Basrah.  

A financial first for the MoE and a trial run for
future agreements, the PCO-to-ministry funding means
more than just saving money, said PCO Director Hugh
Exton Jr.  

“Through this partnership, we anticipate significant
savings will be made,” said Exton, “but more impor-
tantly, this agreement will put the ministry in control
of project development and implementation.  It is our
belief that through partnerships such as these, the suc-
cessful transition to Iraqi autonomy will take place.”  

Signatories or the agreement on Nov. 30, Exton and
Minister of Electricity Dr. Muhson Shlash, addressed
the assembled audience at the signing ceremony,
expressing their hope that the groundbreaking partner-
ship would pave the way for similar agreements.

“This signing ceremony formalizes the desire of
both the PCO and the Ministry of Electricity,” said
Exton.  

He said the agreement would enable Iraqis to
assume a larger role in their country's electrical infra-
structure reconstruction and “contribute to the recon-
stitution of Iraq as a whole, secure and independent
nation.” 

“With this agreement, the ministry is showing that
they are willing to take on the role of rebuilding of
their country,” said U.S. Army Col. David Bender,
PCO electricity sector program manager.  “Under the
PPA, the ministry will be responsible for project con-
tracting and management.”

New  partnership  plan
saves  money  for  MoE  

By Gen. George W. Casey
Multi-National Force - Iraq
Commanding General

“Ultimately democracy
is in the hands of the
populace, the people
that make up Iraq.”

Story by 
By Jenna Bisenius
Gulf Region Division
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NUFFER — Reconstruction is a
main priority in Iraq for Multi-
National Division Central South, and
with the combined effort of
Bulgarian Soldiers and more than
100 Iraq workers, they were able to
construct a new school in Nuffer in
only three months.

With eight classrooms, bathrooms,
a play yard and electricity, the school
will serve about 300 children.  It is a
big boost for the town, which is 18
miles east of Ad Diwaniyah.

The school is one of 2,100 projects
completed by MNDCS since work
began in 2003.

Bulgarians help build school

YETHRIB — A pencil, paper, a pair of
pants:  It was little things that made a
December afternoon brighter for Iraqi chil-
dren in the Al Fadoose village of Yethrib.

Soldiers from 2nd Company, 3rd Iraqi
Army Division,
delivered a
truckload of sup-
plies, clothes and
toys to the vil-
lage school on

Dec. 5.
“I am very happy to see these supplies

being brought to our school,” said Yusra
Abid Ahmjeed, school headmaster. “We can't
buy these things in our own [village] and we
never have enough to last the school year.”

Ahmjeed has been an educator in the vil-
lage for 25 years and has seen the lack of
supplies as a consistent problem in schools.
She said the city gives supplies to each
school once a year, and it is never enough to
last.

“We divide it up as best we can, but it's
still not enough,” Ahmjeed said.

The IA Soldiers have been delivering sup-
plies to all the schools in the Yethrib area
with the help of U.S. and Coalition Forces.
There are 40 schools in Yethrib and the sur-
rounding villages, said Capt. Raad Faesal,
commander, 2nd Company, 3rd Iraqi Army
Division.

“We try to visit the schools monthly,”
Faesal said. “We saw a big change since the
old government fell. We used to have a hard
time coming to schools because they had a
bad view of the military. Now, they come to
us and ask us for help. They ask us to bring
them supplies.”

It will be years before these small villages
see the technology that schools in larger
cities have, he said. For now, they will con-

centrate on the necessities.
Faesal has been working with the

civil affairs section of 100th Battalion,
442nd Infantry Division, to bring sup-
plies to the schools.

Sgt. Billy Carrillo, civil military
operations noncommissioned officer-
in-charge for the unit, said that helping
the Iraqi Army organize these visits
with local schools will establish better
relationships with the villagers.

“It also allows [the IA] to build their
own confidence,” Carrillo said. The
more confidence these Soldiers have
with their own communities, the faster
they will be able to stand on their own.

“Before, the Iraqi Army [in this area]
was very disorganized,” said Carrillo.
“Structure was lacking.  Now they are a
functional unit, to the point of complet-
ing their own missions. They've made
leaps and bounds over the last year.”

Capt. Raad Faesal gives pants to an Iraqi
child in the school of the Al Fadoose vil-
lage in Yethrib.

Capt. Raad Faesal, commander of the 2nd Co., 3rd Iraqi Army Div., hands a stuffed
animal to an Iraqi child at a school in the Al Fadoose village of Yethrib. Faesal and
his Soldiers delivered school supplies, toys and clothes to the school’s students.

Delivering supplies; smiles to kids

Story and Photos by
Sgt. Dallas Walker
101st Airborne Division
Public Affairs Office

The facade of a new, eight-classroom school in Nuffer.



going so far as to say they were prepared
to defend polling stations from al Qaida
terrorists.

Iraq's top Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani, also encouraged his follow-
ers to become involved by issuing a fatwa
urging Iraqis to vote Thursday.

“The future
of Iraq is in
the hands of
the Iraqi peo-
ple,” said U.S.
Ambassador
to Iraq Zalmay
Khalilzad on
Dec. 6. “The
future of the Middle East is important to
the future of the world.”

The significance of the elections are
also evident to many servicemembers
here. 

For Airman 1st Class Brittany Barnes,
332nd Air Expeditionary Wing, “it means
a lot to be here doing my job and to be a
part of this; a part of history in the mak-
ing.” Senior Airman Jose Peterson, 332nd
Air Wing, said that the election is a major
milestone in the quest for peace. “They're
setting up for their own independence, sort

of like our 4th of July and that
makes me feel good to see this.
It's a right they've never had
before and I'm proud to be part
of giving them that,” said
Peterson.

“It's great to be taking part
in something like this,” said
Staff Sgt. Willie Signil, an
instructor at the

Noncommissioned
Officer Academy
on Q-West Base
Complex. As a
member of the
cadre, Signil trains
Iraqi recruits in
basic Soldiers skills
such as entering and clearing

procedures, basic marksmanship with the
AK-47 rifle and land navigation. During
the elections, his former students will pro-
vide security for polling sites.

“I believe they can handle that job,” said
Signil. “This nation is finally coming out
of oppression,” said Signil. “To be a part
of this is something good. You're a part of
history.”

— Sgt. Rachel A. Brune, 101st
Sustainment Brigade, contributed to
this story.
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Children from the Tigris River Valley village of Aitha
hold leaflets encouraging their parents to vote in the
upcoming elections. Although facing threats by anti-
Iraqi forces, the town leaders of Aitha recently signed
a “Contract Against Terror.”

An Iraqi Army Soldier shows his inked fin-
ger after voting along with other Iraqi
security forces in Hayji.

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Andy Dunaway

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Rachel A. Brune“The future of Iraq is in
the hands of the 

Iraqi people.”
U.S. Ambassador to Iraq 

Zalmay Khalilzad

An Iraqi citizen deposits a ballot into the
ballot box at a polling site in Diyala
province.
U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Ave Pele



It has been said that the key to ensure a
country’s future is to educate the children.
The truth of that will be tested in Iraq over
the next generation. 

A major effort is underway to renovate
Iraq's aging
schools in
the seven
n o r t h e r n
provinces.  

Under the
Iraq Relief and Reconstruction Fund, 324
schools will be refurbished or rebuilt. 

“More than 58,000 children have been
affected,” said Pradip Patel, a U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers program manager.
“Students will be able to study in clean,
painted classrooms, use new toilet facilities
and new water fountains, and play in newly
constructed playgrounds surrounded by
perimeter walls.  These renovated facilities
will definitely motivate students and teach-
ers to focus on classroom activities.”

Workers added new rooms to many of

the existing buildings and improved elec-
trical service.

“The children are happy,” said Patel.
“These renovated schools will help the stu-
dents... become good citizens and in the

future lead the country down a path of
peace and prosperity.”

Six new schools being built from the
ground up in communities which had not
seen a school expansion for  decades.
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Heroes of the Week
IRRF rebuilds Iraq’s aging school system

Story and photo by
Claude D. McKinney
Gulf Region North
U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers

Students flow out of a renovated high school in Dahuk, one of 324 projects done
through the Iraqi Relief and Reconstruction Fund.

AR RAMADI — Iraqi police offi-
cers wearing blue protective vests, car-
rying sidearms and badges and walking

their beats in
Ramadi will
soon be a
c o m m o n
sight.

More than 500 men have volunteered
to become police officers at the Ramadi
Police Headquarters, prompting 1st
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, to help
ensure “only qualified men” fill the
ranks, according to Capt. Arturo
Hernandez, assistant operations officer
with Headquarters and Service
Company.

“Our mission is to assist in standing
up a legitimate police force that's capa-
ble of protecting Ramadi and its resi-
dents,” said the 33-year-old from San
Diego. 

Staff Sgt. Douglas D. Kilmer, 1st
Battalion, 5th Marines' mess chief with

Headquarters and Service Company,
along with six other Marines, two inter-
preters, one Navy corpsman and a
Soldier run the program.   

Each day between 50 and 100 men
are briefed and given a physical exam.

“We want to find out what their
motives are,” said Hernandez.  In the
Coalition Forces' quest to restore
Ramadi's infrastructure, establishing a
competent police force, free of bad
cops, is vital.  “This is our AO (area of
operations), and we're responsible.”

According to Kilmer, after a sizeable
amount of Iraqi men are screened and
qualified to be police officers, the next
step is for 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, to
provide them with training and logisti-
cal support. 

“We're going to issue them uniforms,
badges and weapons,” Kilmer said. “A
uniformed force of Iraqi officers will be
employed to police the city in the not so
distant future.”

Marines build Ramadi police force after operations

Lance Cpl. Christopher M. Johnson, with 1st
Bn., 5th Marine Reg., writes a number on an
Iraqi man’s hand to keep track of him while
screening volunteers at the Ramadi Police
Headquarters.

Story and photo by 
Cpl. Tom Sloan
2nd Marine Division
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PRE-ELECTION OPS
Nov – Dec 05 

Op PANTHER
E SUFIA District

Nov 05

FRIENDLY ACTIONS
• (26) Engagements
• (78) Detainees
• (02) EWIA
• (01) EKIA
• (28) IED Discovery
• (20) Cache Discovery

Op RAMS
W SUFIA District

Dec 05
Op BRUINS
N Ramadi

Nov 05

Op LIONS
Tammin District

Nov 05

Op SHANK
C Ramadi

Dec 05

Op TIGERS
Mulab District

Nov 05

ENEMY ACTIONS
• (12) IED attacks
• (15) SAF attacks
• (04) RPG attacks
• (14) IDF attacks
• (01) Complex attack
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BAGHDAD — Soldiers from 1st Platoon, 108th Military
Police Company, 16th MP Brigade, have been working hand-in-

hand with the Iraqi Police
at the Bilat Alshuhadaa
Station since September,
establishing good commu-
nity relations between the
IPs and the civilians they

are protecting.  
The police reach out to the citizenry by visiting neighborhoods

and the local school.  This involves reaching out to the locals by
going into the neighborhood and visiting the local school.

The IPs distribute school supplies, Iraqi flags, T-shirts and mag-
azines, said Spc. Timothy Adams, a gunner with the 108th MP Co.

They also talk to the residents, letting them know the police are
there to help.

The 108th MP Co. is finishing its second rotation in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

“We were in Mosul last year working with the IPs,” said Sgt.
John Olsen, vehicle commander, 108th MP Co.  “We worked very
hard with the IPs and they were extremely productive in learning
their job.”  The same thing can be said for the IPs in Baghdad, he
said.

“When we first arrived in Mosul, the IPs were under our con-
stant supervision.  It was the very beginning of the learning
process for them,” Olsen said.  “Now, almost two years later, we
are to the point where the IPs are taking the main role in the mis-
sions they conduct.”

Iraqi, U.S. military police meeting folks
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Ukraine gifts trucks

Story and by 
Pfc. Matthew Clifton
MNC-I Public Affairs Office

AL KUT — Soldiers from the 8th Iraqi Army
Division received a present on Dec. 5, with the
Ukrainian contingent donating equipment to support
security efforts for the Dec. 15 election.

The Iraqi Army units received 17 armored vehicles
and 56 transport vehicles, along with small arms,
grenade launchers, signal equipment and engineering
equipment. 

A military is useless without proper
training and members of the Multi-
National Division Central South want to
ensure the Iraqi Army has the proper
facilities befitting a dependable force.

Soldiers from Romania, Poland and
Slovakia built a firing range in the Babil
province to help the 8th Iraqi Army
Division train in marksmanship.  It has
two lanes, one 50 meters long and the

other 600 meters long, and 30 firing
positions.

The range, opened on Dec. 11, will
support small arms as well as heavy
machine guns. 

MNDCS builds range for Iraqi Soldiers
Courtesy Photo
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Coalition, Iraqi Security Forces’
Operations Review

This week in Iraq, 334 insurgents were
detained or killed and 84 weapons caches

were dis-
covered dur-
ing 514
operat ions
throughout
the country.
Of those

operations, 52 percent included Iraqi
Security Forces. Twenty-two percent were
independently run by ISF.

In the north-central region, raids and
patrols  resulted in dozens of suspected ter-
rorists being detained and the discovery of
several weapons caches.

In an early morning raid near Ad
Duluiyah, Soldiers from the 3rd Battalion,
1st Brigade, 4th Iraqi Army Division cap-
tured seven suspected terrorists. The men
were wanted for IED and mortar attacks
against Coalition forces.

Elsewhere in north-central Iraq, four ter-
rorists were killed southeast of the town of
Ad Duluiyah Monday, by members of the
1st Brigade, 4th Iraqi Army Division and
Coalition forces, when they attempted to
attack American Soldiers.

An air weapons team from Company B,
101st Combat Aviation Brigade discovered

the terrorists unloading rockets from the
back of a pick up truck. The team fired
upon the fleeing terrorists and their truck,
which was destroyed.

On Dec. 8, Iraqi Soldiers and Police
along with U.S. troops, successfully con-
ducted two separate operations that result-
ed in the capture 14 suspected terrorists.

Operation Bulldawg Chariot, a joint mis-
sion with Soldiers from 3rd Battalion, 2nd
Brigade, 5th Iraqi Army Division and 3rd
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd U.S. Infantry

Division, netted four suspected terrorists
near Baqubah, northwest of Baghdad.

Just a week after a huge cache of mortars
were uncovered near the northern Iraqi city
of Kirkuk, another large terrorist cache was
discovered Dec. 6 near the neighboring
city of Tuz. 

Soldiers from the 2nd Battalion, 1st
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne
Division, found two storage bunkers of
weapons near Forward Operating Base
Bernstein, west of the city. 

More than 400 rockets and 80 mortar
rounds were discovered in the bunkers.
Mortars and rockets, along with IEDs, are
the preferred weapons of terrorists, allow-
ing  them to attack from the launch sites
without having to face Iraqi or Coalition
forces.

Seventy cases of small arms ammuni-
tion, 100 artillery fuses, and a dozen rock-
et-propelled grenades were also stashed in
the bunkers.

An explosive ordnance disposal team
inspected and destroyed the cache.

In the western region of Iraq, the 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 28th Infantry
Division, detained the number three terror-
ist on the High Value Individual list on
Dec. 9, in the provincial capital of Ar
Ramadi.

Amir Khalaf Fanus, an al Qaida in Iraq

U.S. Army Photo by Spc. Preston Cheeks
Bradley fighting vehicles provide security as fellow U.S. Army Soldiers with
Company C, 11th Armored Cavalry, conduct searches for suspected insurgents and
weapon caches in Baghdad. The Soldiers conducted this operation to prevent the
re-emergence of terrorist activities in Iraq.

U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Matthew Hutchison
U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. George Little, from Coral Springs, Fla., with Red Mobile
Assault Pt., Mobile Assault Co., 2nd Bn., 2nd Marine Reg., looks in the scope of his
weapon for possible suspicious activity in the area during a patrol in Kharma See OPERATIONS, next page

Operations review by
Senior Airman 
Chris Powell
Multi-National Corps - Iraq
Public Affairs
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terrorist in the Ramadi area, was wanted
for criminal activities including murder
and kidnapping.  Iraqi citizens brought him
to an Iraqi military base in Ramadi.

Fanus, also known in Ramadi by his
Iraqi moniker, “the Butcher”, was well-
known for his crimes.  He is the highest
ranking al Qaeda in Iraq member to be
turned into Iraqi and U.S. officials by citi-
zens.

His capture is another indication that the
Iraqi people tire of the insurgents' presence
within their communities. Iraqi and U.S.
forces have seen signs of citizens fighting
the terrorists within Ramadi as the Dec. 15
National Elections approach.  

An additional 1,200 Iraqi Security Force
Soldiers have been stationed in Ramadi.
About 1,100 Iraqi Special Police
Commandos and a mechanized Iraqi Army
company completed their movement into
the city.

In Baghdad, Iraqi and Coalition Forces
in east Baghdad launched a raid to capture
suspected members of a known terrorist

ring on Dec. 4.  Within two hours, six sus-
pects were arrested and are now being
processed into the Iraqi justice system.

“We are continuing an aggressive cam-
paign to capture the terrorists in our zone,”
said Col. Joseph DiSalvo, commander of
Coalition Forces in east Baghdad.  “The
Iraqi Security Forces are doing most of the
work and we stand ready to support them
whenever necessary,”

In the Rusafa area, the Iraqi Army and
Iraqi Police responded to the site of a road-
side bomb attack directed against civilians
at a marketplace.  Six Iraqis were wound-
ed and were evacuated by Iraqi Security
Forces and emergency workers to local
hospitals.

“The terrorists continue their campaign
of indiscriminate violence against the pop-
ulation, the Iraqi Security Forces and
Coalition Forces, because they are intimi-
dated with Iraq's progress towards freedom
and democracy,” DiSalvo said.

Operations
from previous page MNF-I Operations

Summary: Dec. 3 to Dec. 9

Courtesy photo

Combined operations: 269
IEDs found and cleared: 147

anti-Iraqi forces detained: 334
foreign fighters captured 

or killed: 8
Weapons caches found

and cleared:84

Iraq’s year of electoral success
Since Iraqi's first free election on Jan. 25, the nation has made

tremendous strides toward a permanent, functional and responsive
democracy. After more than 30 years of dictatorship, Iraq had a
body organized to write a national constitution and govern the
country through the steady process of representative governance.

In August, the
Independent Electoral
Commission of Iraq, in
concert with governorate
(provincial) based elec-
toral offices, updated the

voter registration rolls. Between the January election and the Oct.
15 constitutional referendum, more than 1.5 million more voters
were added. Almost 97 percent of the eligible population is now
registered to vote, one of the highest in the world.

On Oct. 15, 82 percent of the electorate approved the new con-
stitution.  Now they are embarking on the road to a permanent
government, the election of their representatives in the new
Council of Representatives. More than 307 political parties and
7,655 candidates are running to fill 275 seats; a far cry from the
days of Saddam Hussein when only he was on the ballot and a
vote against him meant torture and death.

Deployed Iraqi Soldiers kicked off the voting on Dec. 12, along
with hospital patients and prisoners.  The next day, out-of country
voting was conducted in 30 cities, in 15 different countries around

the globe, giving 1.3 million Iraqis worldwide a vote.
The main election, on Dec. 15, will see 15.6 million registered

voters go to more than 6,200 polling stations and 33,000 voting
booths nationwide. Poll site staff, political party observers and
international observers from 21 different nongovernmental enti-
ties worldwide will supervise the process.

Each political party has plastered the country with their cam-
paign signs urging people to remember their candidates' number
on the crowded ballot.

When the election is completed, the ballots will be counted and
the tally sent to Baghdad to be counted with the rest of the nation-
al returns. 

Once the seats are distributed to the winning candidates, the
new Council of Representatives will begin their work of selecting
a president, prime minister and approving a new cabinet. They
will do their work in two sessions over the next four years, creat-
ing the first independently functioning representative body in Iraq
since the late 1950's.

Iraq has gone from being a one-man, one-party state built on
oppression and fear to a burgeoning democracy based on the rule
of law and the competitive spirit of free elections. There is still a
lot of work to be done, but judging from the anticipated turnout,
the amount of campaign signs nationwide and TV and radio com-
mercials; it is clear that there will be no turning back to the dark
days of dictatorship and fear.

www.mnf-iraq.com

Commentary by
Sgt. 1st Class Patrick McDonald
Strategic Operations Directorate
Elections Branch



FOB QAYYARAH-WEST — Combat
medics from Company B, 101st Brigade
Troops Battalion, brought the 101st

A i r b o r n e
D i v i s i o n ' s
combat life-
saver course,
the Eagle First
R e s p o n d e r

class, to troops and firefighters on Forward
Operating base Qayyarah-West on Nov. 29
through Dec. 1.

“I think everyone should take the oppor-
tunity to learn this,” said Pvt. Benjamin
Burdick, a Co. B combat medic from
Fulton, N.Y. “You'll never know when
you're going to have the opportunity to
save someone's life.”

The class was the second Soldiers from
Co. B taught in theater, but the first time
Burdick and fellow instructor Spc. Amber
Powell, Co. B combat medic, have taught
the “battle-stressed” first responder course
to civilians.

“Being able to work with the Soldiers is
a plus,” said Wes “Cookie” Cook, a fire-
fighter from Lima, Ohio. As firefighters, he

and his crew are
trained as first
responders to give
medical aid.

“I would say they
gave us new ways
to treat wounds and
injuries quickly, as
well as a really
swift patient assess-
ment,” said Cook.

That patient
assessment, also
known as a primary
survey, consists of
checking for bleed-
ing, breathing and
an open airway in a
wounded patient. 

In the care-under-
fire phase, the most
important goal is to
gain and maintain fire superiority as well
as to control life-threatening bleeding. 

“This [course] is battle-stressed,” said
Powell, who is from Sacramento, Calif.
“You're not any good to your patient if you

can't achieve the
mission.”

One important
thing for EFR stu-
dents to learn is
using creativity to
assess a patient, said
Powell. “You won't
always know what
[the injury] is, but
you need to find
out.”

Burdick and
Powell also taught
the class how to
give fluid therapy,
including inserting
an intravenous

catheter  and closing
the line with a saline

lock,  leaving the catheter in the patient's
arm while providing an opening for the
next medical worker to insert another drip.

The course is normally four days long,
but instructors taught an abbreviated three-
day version because of other missions,
Burdick said.

“We're still teaching everything we
taught in the rear,” said Burdick. The dif-
ference between taking the EFR course at
the 101st Sustainment Brigade's home sta-
tion at Fort Campbell, Ky., and on deploy-
ment is the facilities available for teaching.

One example is in the obstacle course. At
Fort Campbell the medics have an actual
obstacle course where they can test
Soldiers' abilities to get patients off the bat-
tlefield.  At Q-West, the students assem-
bled at the base football field.

“You have to know what to do from start
to end,” said Spc. Mitchell Case, HHC
101st Sustainment Brigade mechanic, from
Waterloo, S.C. 

The next EFR class is scheduled in
January. 
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Spc. Mitchell Case and Pfc. Brandon Wade, HHC 101st
Sustainment Bde. mechanics, load a casualty into a front line
ambulance during the obstacle course section of the Eagle
First Responder class.

Firefighters learn lifesaving techniques

Anew water treatment unit has been installed in Manatherah, supplying more than 7,500 people
with fresh water.

Three border forts along the Iraq - Iran Border in Basrah Province have been completed, giving
border police an area to train and coordinate security.

Story and photos by
Sgt. Rachel Brune
101st Sustainment
Brigade

Martin A. Bowen, Q-West firefighter, helps Spc. Mitchell Case,
HHC 101st Sustainment Bde. mechanic, strap a Soldier onto a
litter.



DIYALA - Iraqi Army National
Guard Soldiers at the Kirkush
Military Training Base in Diyala
will now benefit from a newly
built warehouse.

AR RUTBAH - Students in Ar
Rutbah have a brighter future
with the completion of a new
school.

ABU GHRAIB - A water line will now
bring fresh water to more than
10,000 residents of Abu Ghraib city.

ERBIL - A 3-mile underground
feeder wire has connected the
Debaga substation to the
Azadi substation, giving
950,000 citizens in Erbil more
stable electricity.

FAIDA - An elementary
school in Fiada Village has
been renovated, giving 180
students a safe and healthy
place to learn.

Rebuilding IraqRebuilding Iraq
Projects that are shaping a nation

MAHALLA - Upgrades to the
electrical systems in Mahalla has
given 20,000 residents more reli-
able energy.

KIRKUK - More than 14 miles
of road has been resurfaced, pro-
viding safe and reliable access for
100,000 citizens in three towns to
Kirkuk.
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New Government
New Nation

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Andy Dunaway

Iraqi Army Soldiers review voting material before they vote along with other
Iraqi security forces in Hayji.

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Andy Dunaway

An Iraqi Soldier places his completed ballot into the ballot
box after voting along with other Iraqi security forces in
Hayji.

U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Bryson K. Jones
Soldiers of the 1st Bn., 2nd Bde., 1st Iraqi
Infantry Division, sing and rant while sitting on
a truck during the evening at Firebase Castle
in Fallujah.

A member of the Independent Electoral Commission of
Iraq loads voting material onto a truck at a warehouse in
Tikrit

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Andy Dunaway

New Government
New Nation


