


Maj. Swankeleads BCT intelligence operations

My nameisMag]. Lance Swanke.
| amthesenior intdligenceadvisor (S2)
to the 1/34 Brigade Combat Team
Commander.

My jobisto synchronizethe BCT
intelligence collection, reporting and
anaysiscycletoensurethe BCT has
timely, relevant, accurate and
predictiveinteligence. Ingarrison, the
S2 section provides oversight on
physica security mantainsthe security
access rosters and facilitates the
personnel security clearance process.

The section also providesupdates
wegther forecastsaswell asdigitd and
paper maps.

During wartime, the S2 section
formsthe Brigade I ntelligence Center
to performintelligenceoperations. We

plot enemy
locations,
provide
targeting
information
and work
closely with
the effects
cell in
shaping the maj. Lance Swanke
battlefield.

Daily we prepare and disseminate
Intelligence Summariesto help develop
a common operating picture of the
battlefield.

Theorganizationa structurefor the S2
sectionincludesacollection manager,
S2 Plans Officer, S2X Humint Officer,
S2 Battle Captainsand an Order of

M aj. Oster camp supervisesand coor dinates
BCT'spersonnel and administration systems

My nameisMgj. Jon Ostercamp.
| anthe Staff Adjutant (S1) for the 1/
34 Brigade Combat Team.

Astheadjutant, | serve ashuman
resource manager, with the role of
supervisngand coordinating theunit's
personnd and administration systems.

My staff playsacritical partinthis
process by ensuring al personnel
transactionsaresubmitted inatimely
manner.

Duringwartime, theadministrative
environment isintense and subjected
to a high number of repetitive
tasks. Duringthisperiod, the S1 staff
isresponsiblefor performing seven
major functions, thesearereplacement
operations, strength management,
personnel accounting and strength
reporting, casualty management,
personnel data base management,

personnd information management, and
posta operations.

The organizational structure
normally
includes a
personnel
officer,
personnel
sergeant,
assistant
personnel
sergeants,
postal
clerks, unit
support
clerks, and
personnel
adminigrativespecidigts. The S1 gaff
is here to serve the soldiers of 1-34
BCT.

Maj. Jon Ostercamp

Battle Technician.

The section aso hasintelligence
analysts, imagery analysts, signal
andystsand humint andysts. Wedso
incorporatetheAnaysisControl Team
fromthemilitary intelligence company
into the BIC, wherethey providethe
connectivity betweentheMiI collection
assetsandthe BIC.

Personally | am a Financial
Consultant withING andlivein Eagan,
Minn., withmy wifeandthreeboys. |
have 17 years of M| experience,
Active Army and Guard. | look
forward to leading the intelligence
operationsfor the /34 BCT during
our deployment.

—AlwaysOut Front.
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Found in the field: Large sum of money in unique carrying case with video game. Pleaseidentify amount
of money, PSP Game, and carrying case and it will be promptly returned. Please contact Lt. Col. William
Lieder @ Brigade Troops Battalion Bldg 2404.
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Wednesday, Dec. 10, 1943
Near thetown of Frontalli, Italy

0100 hours. Thefirst of our
trucks moved out onto theroad, but
our convoy moved very dowly as
therewere so many Frenchvehicles
ontheroad, and every one of the
Frenchtelling thedrivershow to

Day in Red Bull history

drive. Lt Monksstayed up with the
French troopsto show them our
OPs, etc. Wedid not reach the
assembly areauntil 0230 hours, near
thetown on Frontolli. Uptothisdate
wehavebeeninactionfor 76 days.
Themen found somekind of aplace
to deepfor therest of thenight.

Breakfast wasserved latetolet
the men catch up on some sleep. We
aregoingon Class"B” rationsnow.
Weareto leavethisareatonight and
gointo arest areaby thetown of
Alife. Therest of theday themen
spent cleaning up their equipment and|
cothing.
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Sudentswrite
the'darnest' things

Being thefather of avery smart 3-
year old daughter, | know that kidscan
say the* darnest” things. Kidscandso
writethesamethings.

Casein point: Thismessagein a
Christmas card written and decorated
by astudent from Battle Creek Middle
School, St. Paul, Minn., that we
received last week: Dear Soldier:
“Thank you very muchfor fightingin
Iraqfor peoplelikeme. Whoever gets
thiscard you deserveacrown or some
sort for being brave. |
hopeyou returnto your
home were ever it is
satly.”

Thiswasjust one of
the hundreds of cards
for MinnesotaSoldiers.
Soldiersfromthe 1-34
Brigade Troops
Battalion received the
cards.

Some other examples
of the messages
included: “Happy
Holidays. Thank youfor
doing your job. We
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Dear Soldier: "Blessyou heavenly
soul for protecting us. Weall thank you
for your bravery and courageto serve
the United States of America. Stay
grong, webdieveinyou. Oneday your
story will betold.”

“Thank youfor fighting for freedom.
Weared| thankful for you giving your
lifesothat wecanlivewithout thefear
of being attacked. We hope that you
would be safewherever you are. We
hopethat you havethebest holiday you
possbly can. Andweadl wishyou could
comehomesoon.”

-- Sgt. 1st ClassClinton Wood

1. In

—

thankyouverymuchfor This is one of the hundreds of Christmas cards
protectingusfromham;” for Minnesota Soldiers written and decorated

"Happy HolidaysSA by students from Battle Creek Middle School,
TroopsHopeyouwin,!" St. Paul, Minn., that were received last week.
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Command Sgt. M gj.
DougJulin
A 1/34BCT CSM

Mighty Red Bulls,

Inlessthan aweek you will be back
homewith your loved ones, enjoying
awell deserved break fromtheday to
day training we have endured.

We have al worked long hours
eachday inadditiontothegreat number
of continual days without any real
substantial timeoff. Theselong days
have been built upon establishingand
building our teams, learning and
operating new equipment, learning new
skillsand techniques, and learning to
survive on the battlefield of today in
support of Operation Iragi Freedom.

You haveaccomplishedalotinthis
short period of time and each of you
should be proud at what you have
accomplished and how far you've
come. Thisisatimefor youtorelax
and enjoy your time away from the
stress of training and the long, hard
hoursof Army lifestyle.

Theholidaysareaspecia timefor
al of usand our families. Thisone, on
theeveof battle, should beeven more
special. Don't do something you'll
regret |ater that will not only ruinyour
holiday but the great reputation that
you have earned asbeing apart of the
1/34 Brigade Combat Team “Red
Bulls’. Kegptheholiday timewithyour
loved onesspecidl.

Whileyou are on leave relaxing,
please keep a few important things
foremostinyour mind:

1. You arestill on activeduty and
must present yourself inaprofessiona
manner at all times. Stay out of and
away fromtrouble. If trouble starts
do not becomeapart of it. Whileyou
areon activeduty doesnot exempt you
fromthelocd legd jurisdictionandits
legal process. Remember that if you
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arerestrained from returning to duty
at the conclusion of your authorized
leaveyou will bereported asAbsent
Without L eave status. Thisstatushas
now created an additional legal issue
inthemilitary jurisdiction of Uniform
Codeof Military Justice.

2. Understand the acronym
OPSEC (operation security). Youare
not authorized to discuss OPSEC
issuessuch asspecific dates, locations,
numbersof troopsor vehicles, and any
typeof deployment activitiesthat you
have been told, seen, or heard that
pertain to this deployment. You are
abletotak about thetraining that you
havebeenlearning, thenew equipment
that you aretrainingonandwill deploy
with, the persond chadlengesyou have
overcome, and how thetrain up you
are undergoing is preparing you to
succeed and excel asyou preparefor
thisdeployment.

3. Most of us have not driven a
cvilianvehicleinalong period of time.
Thiswill betotally different thanthe
Bradley, Humvee, or other military
equipment you havebeendriving. The
traffic at homewill bemoreaggressive
and abundant. Theroadsmay beicy
andinsomecaseswill beicy and snow
packed. Theseconditionsadd upto
our greatest risk: aprivately owned
vehicleaccident. Don't be one of the
holiday satistics. If you get hurt, it will
ruinyoursand your family’sholiday to
includethelossto your battlebuddy if
you do not return. We depend upon
each other and need each other to
succeed withthismission

4. Whileyou are on leave a cohol
consumption should bein moderation.
Most al of you have not had the
opportunity to consumea cohol since
you havebeenintraining. Do not fool
yoursdlf into thinking that you can do
thesamelevel of consumption asthat
prior towhenyouleft home. If youdo
drink alcohol, use the buddy system
and ensurethat you haveadesignated

driver. We cannot afford to loseyou
thisfarintothegame.

5. Lastly, continue some sort of
physical training program, get some
well deserved rest, eat well balanced
medls, and be proud of what you have
overcomeinthepast few months.
Again, thanksfor your hard work and
professionalism. Your families are
proud of you and | can assurethat Col.
David Elicerio, theBCT commander,
and | areextremdly proud of the hard
work and dedication you have shown.
Keepit Safe, Keepit Real, and most
of all Keep it Special.

--Happy Holidaysfrom my family to
yours, CSM Doug Julin (BCT CSM)

Christmas at camp

Photo by Pfc. Brian D. Jesness, 1/34 BCT PA

Pfc. Sam Ross, 2nd Battalion,
136th Combined Arms Battalion,
poses next to a Christmas wreath
near his barracks.

www.redbullweb.com



Law team, battalion paralegal specialists provide legal services

Lega servicesforthe1/34 Brigade

Combat Team are provided by the
Brigade
Operationa Law
Team and a
paralegal
specidistineach
battaion.
Your 1/34 BCT
BOLT congstsof:
Maj. Tom Hagen,
staff judge
advocate; Capt. Josh Larsen,
operationa law & legal assistance; 1%
Lt. Rob Ford, brigadetrial counsdl;
Master Sgt. LinneaVelsvaag, senior
paraega noncommissioned officer;
Pfc. Elizabeth Ayotte, paralegal
Specidid.

Thiscombined team of theBOLT
and the battalion paralegalsprovides
operational law advice to the
commander and staff.

The team also provides legal
services in military justice,
adminigrativeandcvil law, contracting
and fiscal law, claims, and legal
assisance. Theteamisvery muchlike
thein-houselegd counsel toany large
civilian organization withwhich you
might be familiar. Two primary
differencesarethat wealso assist the
organization’s “managers’ in the

! -
Maj. Tom Hagen

Tax preparation assistance very limited

It'snot too early to begin thinking about how you will get your 2005 tax
return filed. Tax preparation assistancewill likely bevery limited.

Federal law gives deployed servicemembers a 180 day extension upon
return from deployment tofileincometax returns. Thismeansthat 2006 and
2007 returnswill not be duefor most membersof the 1/34 Brigade Combat
Teamuntil latein 2007.

‘Most Soldierswon’t want towait thislong for their tax returns. However,
givenour many movementsbetween January and arrival in country theBOLT
mafly be ableto help with basic questions, but we will not be ableto prepare
or filetax returnsfor Soldiers. _

Options; 1) Leaveavalid IRS Power of Attorney (IRS 2848) witha
trusted family member or friend so they can prepare, execute and file your
tax return for you. Make surethey haveall the paystubs, recei ptsand other
documents necessary to complete thereturn(s). 2) Bring the necessary
documentswith you to completeand mail your own return with you when
you return from Christmas Exodus.

Finally, inform your last civilian employer ASAP of any changein your
address since you mobilized. W-2s sent to an old address are not

forwardable.

adminigrationof “employee’ discipline
(Uniform Codeof Military Jusice/Army
Regulation 27-10) and providelegal
assistanceto all of our “employees”
with their personal legal needs and
problems (AR 27-3).

Our status at Camp Shelby addsa
few twists. Inmany casesthecamp’s
SJA Officewill supplement our efforts.
For instance, some legal assistance
matters will require you to see the
camp’s legal assistanceattorneys.

Soldiers with aright to counsel
under the UCM Jwill dwaysbe served
by a Trial Defense Service Judge

Advocate. TDSattorneysareaways
separate from thecommand. The 1/
34BCT BOLT doesnot, and cannot,
providecriminal defense assistance.
Therefore Soldiers needing TDS
representation or consultation will see
thecamp’s TDSjudge advocate.

WEe' re hereto help in any way we
can. Soldiers should always work
through their chain of command first.
Those needing to speak with ajudge
advocate should contact their bettalion
paralegal to coordinate an
gppointmen.

to private.

Excerpts — 1/34 BCT Military Justice “Court Log”
A Soldier from Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 133rd Infantry received a Field Grade Article 15 for going Absent
Without Leave for one day. Sentence: Restricted to Mobilization Center Shelby 40 days (25 days suspended for six months). Extra duty 30
days, forfeiture of half month of pay, and reduction from sergeant to specialist (suspended for six months).

Three Soldiers from Hg. and Hg. Co., 1st Bn., 133rd Inf., received Company Grade Article 15s for violation of acohol policies. Sentence: 14
days extra duty, 14 days restriction. Reduction to private first class and forfeiture of seven days pay (suspended for three months).

A Soldier from Hg. and Hq., Co, 1st Bn., 133rd Inf., received aField GradeArticle 15 for violation of alcohol polices, neglect of dutiesfor
leaving weapon unsecured, and for being drunk and disorderly in Hattiesburg resulting in his arrest by civilian law enforcement. Sentence: 60
days of restriction (suspended). 30 days extra duty, forfeiture of half of one months pay for two months (suspended). Reduced from specialist

Two Soldiers from Company E, 134th Brigade Support Battalion received Company Grade Article 15s for violation of Company Off Post
Travel policy. Sentence: Reduction to the grade of PFC and forfeiture of 7 days pay (suspended for 3 months).

Two Soldiersfrom Co. E,, 134th BSB received Field Grade Article 15s for violation of Off Post Travel policy and acohol policies. Sentences:
Reduction of one rank (suspended for 180 days), Forfeiture of $312 in pay, extra duty of 14 days and restriction to company area, dining
facility, troop medical center, place of duty and worship for 14 days.
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Theday after
Thanksgivingwasa
superb day for the
retailers. Saleswere
up 4 percent or more
Insomecases. The
Dow Jones& Co. isapproaching the
11,000 mark, the highest it's been
since 2001! As an investor—I| am
very pleased with the manner that the
publicissupporting my accounts. As
acitizen, | an aso very pleased with
the economy. How many more
shopping days are left? But does
buying giftsenhancerel ationships?

These sortsof thingsarefine,
especidly for thesecular citizensof the
nation—>buying gifts and spending
money is their best answers to
relationship enhancement. Welivein

WANTED!

Tour photes and stories from here and home

Imint ta chmtom.waod @y s armymi by L0 Sundays

Sink Ships

Saaram
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Foundatlonsfor Falth

a free
country, one
inwhichyou
can practice
purchasing
in this
Seasoneven
if you
forego
faith—the
reason for
the season.
| am adefender of that right, likeall
Soldiersare. But | amasoapromoter
of stronger faith—that’smy right as
well. Aschaplainswe seethesdeof
society that hastaught peoplethat faith
is optional. We observe how
relationshipsareonthe“rocks.” We
have“ desperate” people cometo us

Chaplain (Maj.)
Randy Wendt

BIG DADDY’S
BARBERSHOP

We've vight on taxget!
Cpl. Walton Building 2335 From
1830 va 2100hrs

at their witsend, searching for ashred
of hopeto restorewhat hasfailed and
inthefinal say cannot be purchased.
A magjority of these people have
exercisedther right toforegofaith.
My ability to help themislimited
because they only want me to use
about 5 percent of my resources to
helpthem. By not living livesof faith
practice, they limit theability chaplains
have to assist them with the best
assistancewehaveto provide. So, if
you are experiencing relationship
challenges, | would encourage you
toward a spiritual foundation as a
starting point to enhance your
relationship. Come see us, seek out
our assistance; but also seek out the
assistance of the one who is much
greater thanweare! PraiseGodinall
you do andyouwill beblessedinall

things

Duluth Holiday
= Shout Outsl!

Call z12-7z7-Z10E5, Oe00-
1200, and tell the anomcer
that you are a deployed
soldier with a holiday
greetcing for recording.

flempr Chenrel Radio

Rom Jtore,

Post here for FREE!

Email 27x2” JPEG to
clinton.wood @us. army. il

by 1200 Sundays.

www.redbullweb.com



A USASOC Officer fell
from a helicopter in flight during a
combat mission on 3 November
2005 at 1753 local in Iraq.

A 1st Armor Division Soldier
was killed while setting-up road
hazard triangles behind their
disabled M931 vehicle with an
M871 trailer when a civilian
POV hit the Soldier and the
vehicle on 3 November 2005
at 2145 local in the vicinity of
Woelfersheim, Germany. The
disabled vehicle was off on the
shoulder of the autobahn.

A 101st ABN Division Soldier
was killed and 6 more Soldiers
wounded when two combat units
mistakenly engaged each other
with friendly fire on 4 November
2005 at 2109 local in Iraq.

A Soldier who was on
a PCS move to Ft Leonard
Wood, MO was involved in a
POV accident on 5 November
2005 at 1000 local in Devilis
Elbow, MO. The Soldier
suffered compression back
fractures during the accident.

A Multi-National Security
Transitional Command Officer
was killed as a passenger in
an M1114 in a convoy of three
when an Iraqi vehicle pulled

SO
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out and collided with
the M1114 on 5
November 2005 at
1400 local in Irag.

An 82nd ABN Division Soldier
was killed and 2 other Soldiers
were injured in a POV accident
on 5 November 2005 at 1710
local in Loris, SC. The driver and

front passenger were not wearing

seatbelts and thrown from the
vehicle. The rear passenger
was wearing a seatbelt and
had only minor injuries.

A National Guard Soldier
was killed when he lost control
of his M923 (5 ton) truck on a
curve with wet road conditions
on 6 November 2005 at 1645
local on Interstate 5 in OR.

An OH-58DR was
damaged while conducting
emergency procedure training
on 7 November 2005 at
1415 local at Wheeler Army
Airfield, HI. Throttle problems
at the termination of an
autorotation caused an engine
and mast over torque.

hitpa:/src.army.mil

A Rail Head accident damaged

11 M1A2 Abrams tanks, 1 M88,
1 Burlington Northern Santa
Fe (BNSF) Locomotive, and 8
BNSF rail cars on 7 November
2005 between 2200 and 2300
local at Ft Hood, TX. The 8 rail
cars loaded with equipment
moved rearward during the
night (brake presumed bled,
released, or to have been
improperly set) and collided
with the BNSF Locomotive
causing the 8 rail cars to derail
and overturn the equipment.

A TUAV had an engine failure
and the chute deployed at
1,000 feet in gusty conditions
on 7 November 2005 at
1227 local at Ft Carson,

CO. The UAV was dragged
approximately 300 meters.

Six Solders were injured
when their government 8
passenger van was struck by
an oncoming Local National
who was traveling at a high
rate of speed on 8 November
2005 at 1300 local in Kosovo.

Six A 4th INF Division Soldier
was killed when another Soldier
was showing off his newly
purchased Bushmaster Mock M-
4 rifle and a negligent discharge
occurred on 9 November 2005
at 1954 local in Killeen, TX.
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Composite Rizk Managemant

Full-timetechnicians |
qualify for bonus i

Soldiers who are full-time
technicians now qualify for a
reenlistment bonusif they haveless
than 16 years Timeln Serviceand are
sarvinginlrag.

For moreinformation, call Sgts.
1% Class John McCann, Rodney
Kolhel or JoyceClark at (601) 558-

4195 or by their e-mails at
john.mccann@mn.ngb.army.mil,
rodney.kolhei @us.army.mil and
joyceclarck@us.army.mil.

www.redbullweb.com

| 1/34 BCT Farewell ceremony setfor March 16 |
|

Therewill beafarewell ceremony for the 1/34 Brigade Combat Team
March 16 at Camp Shelby. Other eventsarebeing arranged in conjunction |
| withthe ceremony. Detailsto be announced | ater.




IN OUR SIGHTS

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Clinton Wood, 1/34 BCT PA

Lt. Col. William Lieder (left), Capt. Robert Metcalfe, Maj. Luke Charpentier,
Capt. Blaine Peterson and Sgt. 1st Class James Bussen stand at attention
after the Commander's Run last month.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Lary Patrick, 1/125 FA PA

Sgt. Darrel Koch, 1st Battalion, 125th
Field Artillery, blends in with his
surroundings as he waits to identify

Photo by 1/167 Cav

Two Soldiers of the 1st Squadron, 167th Cavalry participate in a sniper.
combatives training.
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