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       Soldiers and families, the 48th BCT Public Affairs Office
welcomes your comments, stories/story ideas, photos and
any other contributions you are willing to share. We are
here to tell the Soldiers’ Story. Help us keep everyone
informed. The Lightning Bolt is your voice and we want to
make sure that it’s heard. Feel free to contact the PAO
Staff at brigadelightningbolt@yahoo.com
 For more information on the 48th BCT go online to
 http://www.dod.state.ga.us
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Send a note back home to your friends and families. Remember to call home often.
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The Lightning Bolt will be published on a monthly basis for the remainder of our deployment.
With the brigade’s new mission, Soldiers are spread throughout Iraq and in our continuing
effort to “Tell the Soldiers’ Story”; we need to be where you are.  This is the last edition for
the year of 2005; thank you for your input to this publication. We look forward to showcasing
the great work you continue to do for the world to see.  Please contact the PAO staff for
future stories, photos or comments at brigadelightningbolt@yahoo.com.
November Issue Correction: Our apologies to Cpl. Kyle Peyton. Cpl. Peyton took the photo on page 8
of A Battery, 1st-118th Field Artillery, not Service Battery.

Thanks for all you do and Happy Holidays!
48th PAO Staff
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We are at the half-way point in our deployment and you continue to demonstrate
your resolve in  fighting terrorism. Although some units have moved into place for
their new mission, every unit of the 48th BCT is still in a combat zone and therefore
in harms way, everyday.  We need your continued support, thoughts and prayers.
My appreciation and admiration goes without saying.

This holiday period let us remember those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for
freedom.  Our prayers will be with the families and loved ones during this difficult
time.  We will never forget our fallen comrades. This season brings on a time of
reflection; reflections on the highs and lows of a mission such as this, the loss of
great Soldiers and the price of freedom.

Most of us have settled into our new surroundings and assumed a totally different
mission.  We have new living quarters, some better and some that will need to
improve in time.  I want to express the need to retain the lessons we learned and
embrace our new mission.  Let’s close out the deployment with the same dedication
and commitment we displayed thus far.

I also want to express my gratitude for the over-all effort in producing the highest
quality and most timely NCOERs (Non-Commissioned Officer Evaluation Records)
under the most challenging conditions that I can recall.  We have received many
compliments from our state Headquarters’.Command Sgt. Major James Nelson

   48th BCT Command Sgt. Major

As we approach Christmas, I want to take this opportunity to wish each of you and your families a very Merry
Christmas.  I realize this is a special time of year for most Americans, we all wish we could share it with our loved
ones. Take heart in knowing that what we do here will enable us to continue that tradition on our return home.

Happy Holidays and Be Safe Out There!

       Brig. Gen. Stewart Rodeheaver
Commander, 48th Brigade Combat Team

MESSAGE FROM LIGHTNING 6MESSAGE FROM LIGHTNING 6
Families, Friends and Soldiers of the 48th BCT,

To those of you who will be home for the holidays, enjoy it to the fullest.  To those of us celebrating with our military
families, let us fellowship with each other and enjoy the many activities provided through the excellent work of the
MWR teams located throughout Iraq.

Remember to remain focused on the mission at hand, it is not over.  Diligence and attitude are the finishing
ingredients to complete our mission successfully.

Happy Holidays to all!

Lightning 6

48th BCT Soldiers,

Lightning 7

From Lightning From Lightning From Lightning From Lightning From Lightning 7From Lightning From Lightning From Lightning From Lightning From Lightning 7
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Making the Grade
Sgt. David Bill
48th BCT PAO

CAMP ADDER, An Nasiriyah,  Iraq —While many 48th BCT Soldiers are
still getting acquainted  with their new home at Camp Adder, the Soldiers of
the 220th Corps Support Engineer Company from Festus, Mo., are already
hard at work doing what they do best; dig in the dirt.

As the 48th Brigade Combat Team prepares to move into their new
headquarters, the brigade begins to shift to a new mission that will
encompass the entire country of Iraq. These engineers, attached to the 648th
Engineer Battalion of the 48th BCT, are improving the parking area around
the headquarters building  as the expected rainy season comes in, a
quagmire of thick mud will not develop as it has in past years.

The engineers have brought in large amounts of dirt and gravel to level and
grade the areas so the rain will drain away from the buildings. However,
there is more to just spreading dirt around the area. The area is constantly
surveyed to establish what is required for the grade so that water would run
off into collection ponds that the engineers established near the edges of the parking area.

“We start with the highest point, which is near the building and slope down to a
collection  pond, where the water run off goes” said 1st Lt. Ross Hanners, Third
Platoon Leader.
Phase I of the project, the front of the building took eight working days. The back
area is expected to take four days to complete.

“We’re putting a 1/16th inch of drop to every foot of distance” said Staff Sgt. John
Roberts, a squad leader of the third platoon, responsible for the project.

It may not look very precise as the large equipment pushes dirt across the ground,
but the engineering equipment uses technology and skilled operators to maintain an
accurate level of dirt or gravel at the proper elevation.

“The skill of  the operators and the consistent checking is how we get the grading
accomplished” said Hanners, a resident of Bridgeton, Mo.
To finish off the project, a layer of gravel is being spread over the graded area of
dirt to assist in the stability of the area and to reduce the possible ‘muddiness’ of the
locale during the rainy season which is usually between December and March
according to many Soldiers of the 56th BCT from Texas.

“The 220th has been a great asset to the brigade, and has done some great work. I
look forward to their continued success” said Lt. Col Mark Davis, commander,
648th  Engineer Battalion.This unit has completed many projects in the first half of

this deployment to include the construction of “The Lion’s Den” an Iraqi Army compound in the Radwaniyah area. This was a significant
construction project that was completed in seven days which  included the placing of Hesco barriers, large containers filled with dirt, that are
the fortified walls of the base. 1100 meters of concertina wire was also placed around the camp by the 220th Soldiers.

They also completed the construction and placement of other essential  facilities within The Lion’s Den compound. The camp is being used
by the Iraqi Army  Soldiers as a staging area for operations and to provide security for the local citizens in the area.  The 220th also did
many upgrade projects to the forward operating bases and camps of the 48th, to include drainage projects for many areas, improvements to
security and living spaces of the FOBs. They also dug trenches and laid conduit for over 64,000 feet for a fiber optic network project the
brigade completed at Camp Striker.

These engineers will continue to maintain a hectic work pace as they continue to focus on additional projects which could  include
everything from additional barrier movement to repairing long stretches of roads in the region. One project they are expected to take on
shortly is the emplacement of over 1000 concrete barriers around Scania which is a stopping point for all vehicle traffic traveling north
through Iraq. Scania is one of the camp locations for units of the 48th BCT along with Camp Adder and others throughout Iraq.

As the 220th begins the second half of their mission in Iraq, they continue to make the grade as the Soldiers who do the dirty  work for the
48th BCT, as the brigade continues its efforts to support the growth of democracy in Iraq.

Missouri Engineers doing the dirty work for the 48th BCT

Heavy Metal
Soldiers from the 220th Corps Support Engineers grade the
parking area of the future headquarters of the 48th BCT in
Tallil, Air Base, Iraq. The 220th is attached to the 648th

Reker Dumps
Spc. Kate Reker of Cedar Hill, Mo., of the 220th Corps
Support Engineers dumps dirt during the grading of the
parking area of the future 48th BCT Headquarters at
Ali, AB, Iraq. The 220th is attached to the 648th
Engineer Battalion of the 48th BCT currently deployed
in Iraq.
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CAMP STRIKER, Baghdad, Iraq – It was important to validate the desire of the people.
Exiting a polling station near Mahmudiyah, an Iraqi woman proudly displayed her finger to
a U. S. Soldier.  It was a regal purple, a color associated with royalty and significant in
noting that the people have reclaimed their seat as the decision makers for their future in
this budding democracy.  Marking their place in history.

The transfer of authority between the 48th Brigade Combat Team and the 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) highlighted the history making efforts
of Georgia’s Lightning Brigade in the southern sector of Baghdad and the continuation of
support to provide a stable environment to the Democratic Iraqi Government by the 2nd
BCT, 101st Airborne.

“You have served with honor,” began Brigadier
General Stewart Rodeheaver, 48th BCT
commander to the Soldiers gathered for the
ceremonious transfer of responsibility.  “You
have done the job we have asked you to do and
you have done it as professional Soldiers.”

The departure from a place that marked a series
of firsts in combat for the ‘Lightning Brigade’
since World War II, and marred with the sad
memories of the brave fallen who are no longer
with us, is bitter sweet.

Captain John H. Alderman, commander, Troop E, 108th Cavalry Regiment, 48th BCT has
experienced all aspects of the chaos of the ‘Triangle of Death’, a common name used by those
who have lived and patrolled in districts of Mahmudiyah, Yusifiyah and Lutifiyah.  The transition
and subsequent move south will be a welcome change for his combat proven Soldiers.  Alderman
is adamant that his Soldiers remember  that the reduction in operational tempo should not be
trivialized.

“We have to apply the same aggressiveness and attention to detail as we have during the previous
phase of our mission,” Alderman, a Dawsonville, Ga. resident punctuated.  “The last thing we
need is to assume our responsibilities are easier.”

Alderman and his Soldiers were extremely successful in nurturing a trusting relationship with the
Iraq Army Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Brigade based in Al Mahmudiyah as well as the
local citizens.

The successful spirit of cooperation is owed to a positive transition of
responsibility from their predecessors, Alderman points out.

“Just as we were taken care of and shown the ropes we ensured the
Soldiers of the 101st (Airborne Division, Assault) are given the same
courtesy,” Alderman concluded.
After the ceremonious unfolding of the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 101st
Airborne Division (Air Assault)’s scarlet and black regimental guide-on,
Colonel Todd J. Ebel, 2nd BCT commander thanked 48th BCT Soldiers
for embodying esprit de corps.

“To the troops of the 48th, thanks for a great transition, your friendship,
your support.  We wish you God speed and best of luck as you establish
your new foot print across all of Iraq as a theatre security force.”

As a final salute was rendered and the encased colors of the 48th BCT was
prepared to fly over the new headquarters at Camp Adder, Iraq.

It was validation that Georgia’s citizen-Soldiers would continue in their
commitment to help protect the desire of the Iraqi people.

Transfer of Authority Ceremony
48th BCT hands over an improved area to the 2-101st Airborne Division
story and photos by Spc. Tracy J. Smith
48th BCT PAO

48th Brigade Combat Team, Commanding general,
Brig. Gen. Stewart Rodeheaver, renders a salute to the
national colors during the transfer of authority to 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), October 31, 2005 at Camp Striker, Baghdad.

At the Ready! - Staff Sgt. Montavious
Bass, 48th BCT force protection
specialist, stands ready for the ceremoni-
ous encasing of the 48th BCT regimen-
tal colors at the transfer of authority
ceremony, October 31, 2005.

Shake on it! - 48th BCT Command Sergeant Major, James Nelson
(right) presents a 48th BCT deployment coin to 2nd BCT, 101st
Airborne Division (Air Assault) CSM Brian M. Stall.  The spirited
handshake was the culmination of the transfer of authority ceremony
at Camp Striker, Baghdad October 31, 2005.
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Cooperation brings Commerce to Local Citizens
story and photos by Sgt. David Bill
48th BCT PAO

BASE CAMP ADDER, An Nasiriyah, Iraq—With the snip of
the scissors, the UR International Market officially opened
November 19, establishing a new spirit of commerce. Local
Iraqi vendors are ready to sell their wares to the Soldiers who
are eager to part with their money in exchange for
merchandise.

Merchants settled into their booths and displayed everything
from local crafts, rugs, jewelry, electronics and other items
that are well received by Soldiers. Additional vendors are
expected to set up shop and bring even more of a variety of
products in the coming days.
The UR International Market is a cooperative effort initiated
between the local tribal leader, Sheik Ali Al Manshad and the
Soldiers of Texas’ 56th Brigade Combat Team.

“We all can benefit from this, hopefully this will be a
successful market” said Sheik Ali during the ceremonies that mark the opening of the market.
“This will be a good thing for coalition forces and Iraqi merchants. We wish the most prosperity for vendors.
Soldiers are very happy for this partnership” said Colonel James “Red” Brown, commander of the 56th BCT to the
gathered Soldiers and others who watched the ribbon cutting ceremony.

Special thanks were given by Brown to his Civil Affairs staff who coordinated this
project and to the 220th Corps Support Engineers who were responsible for the
construction of the project.
The market was constructed in part by the Soldiers of the 220th Corps Support
Engineers, of Festus, Mo., who are part of the 648th Engineer Battalion of the 48th

Brigade Combat Team, which replaced the 56th BCT. The project was completed in
just four work days. This type of project is well within the capabilities of the 220th

Soldiers who have been very busy since arriving here. The merchant booths were
constructed by engineers as well.
“This type of project is geared for what we can do. What we did here will increase
the relationship between the Iraqis and the Coalition forces,” said Sgt. 1st Class
Robert Mercille, the platoon sergeant for 3rd platoon who was responsible for the
project. There are additional plans for the market place to include additional
vendors, a seating area and a gazebo, lights and possibly a food court. According to
Sgt. Major Calvin Wilcox, project manager for the market.

“This will be good for both the local merchants and the Soldiers of the area” said
Wilcox. This market will benefit all those who participate in it. It brings commerce
to the local Al Ghizzie tribe and the other local merchants in the area. These
merchants purchase goods from distributors and in turn make the items available
for sale to the Soldiers and other Coalition partners.

“This is a very positive event. We look forward to the growth of this market,” Saad Ali Al Manshad, manager of
the market and son of Sheik Ali Al Manshad.

This market continues the well established partnership between the local Iraqi people and the coalition partners.
The free enterprise opportunities that come from joint efforts like this market allow the Iraqi people of the district
to grow and prosper while maintaining their sense of independence that will help lead to a democratic Iraq.

Sgt. Ray Eilerman of the 220th
CSE looks to possibly purchase
a watch during the opening day
of the UR International

Sheik Ali Al Manshad (center) cuts the engineer tape to
officially open the UR Iinternational Market. Col. Victor
Managman(L) Commander of the 16th ASG and Col. James
K. Brown(R), Commander, 56th BCT assist in the proceed-
ings.
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Inspirational Thoughts

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is
given; And the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His
government and peace There will be no end,….
 Isaiah 9:6-7(NKJV)

 saiah’s prophecy of the coming Messiah should remind us of all our hopes.  Hope for joy, hope for
goodwill, hope for us and our loved ones, and a hope that people everywhere will not lose…..hope.
Of special interest is the mention of peace.  Someone once said that no one desires peace more than
a soldier and this is infinitely true.  We are reminded, however, that as long as mankind is present
upon the earth there will be wars and rumors of wars.  With this in mind, we might wonder if we
can ever truly realize our hopes for peace.  The answer is really very simple.  True peace isn’t the
absence of war, but the presence of God with us in the midst of war.  The promise of peace is more
than a hope, it’s a reality that can be experienced today.  What an indescribable gift!  As we
celebrate this season with the giving of gifts let us not forget the most precious gift of all, peace in
the midst of war.

Chaplain (1LT) Paul N. Douglas
148th Support Battalion

II

For there is born to you this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be the
sign to you: “You will find a Babe wrapped in
swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”  And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying: “ Glory to God in the
highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
 Luke 2:11-14 (NKJV)

Inspirational Thoughts

                 ATTENTION!!
All Soldiers going on R&R Leave must
attend the mandatory briefings held at the
main Chapel. Briefings are held Tuesday at
1630 and Friday at 0900.
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LB: With the brigade so spread out across the country, what challenges have you had to overcome?
The biggest challenge I see for the brigade is Command and Control of the units, because we are spread
throughout the country. We’re almost as far south as the Kuwaiti border and almost as far west as the Jordanian
border. The big issue will be the bandwidth, looking at all the communication platforms you have got to stay in
touch with people. Especially with the amount of convoy escorts, communications is the key. The Brigade Signal
Officer, Major Rich and his team have done a lot of great work setting the brigade up for success as far as
redundancy in systems. We have digital systems that range from Blue Force Tracker, to Satellite Phones, and all
of those will help us to manage the brigade’s communication.

LB: What will you remember about the first six months of this deployment?
What sticks out in my mind are the Soldiers we’ve lost and those seriously injured and wounded. They came
over here and some of them paid the ultimate sacrifice, but they came over here doing what they thought was
right and just and they were professional in every sense of the word. Their families should be very proud of what
they were doing, defending freedom and helping the Iraqi people begin to see that there is something to
democracy. These Soldiers came over here willing to serve. They are gone but they will never be forgotten.

LB: As Deputy Commander of the brigade, your focus is normally on logistics among other areas.  What
challenges do you face coordinating the logistics within the brigade?

I am the Combat Service Support manager for the brigade commander, as such I am charged to ensure
that supplies get where they need to be and that they have the right system in place to ensure proper maintenance
is conducted on the brigade’s vehicles. Convoys going north and west, are averaging 10,000 miles a month. So
maintaining and sustaining the fleet is part of the challenge. Vehicle Maintainence is critical but it is not only a
mechanic’s responsibility, it is an operator’s responsibility to keep the vehicles running. Our success is
determined on how we ensure supplies and convoys get where they need to be, whether it be fuel, rations, or
equipment. We have some of the best maintenance folks in the business and they will have to “nurse the fleet” to
keep it going.
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LB:  How has the brigade’s transition from major combat operations to  support operations been from your
perspective?

It has not been a difficult transition since we sent an advance party.  They did a lot of things to set the brigade up
for success as far as establishing office space, a motor pool area, and living areas. They had a great plan in place.
When everyone arrived it was almost a turnkey operation. The 56th has been very gracious with dealing with us
during this transition, that also helped the process. There was a lot of planning put into this effort.

Ten Questions for

Colonel Larry Dudney
48th BCT Deputy Commander



  would like to tell the families of the 48th
brigade.....they have a lot  to be proud
of. Everyone here is a professional..a
true patriot, and they are doing this in
some of the most austere environments.

LB: What has impressed you the most about the Soldiers of this brigade?
The junior leaders, the Specialists and Sergeants and their willingness, and enthusiasm to go out every day. It is truly
a honor and a privilege to serve with them because Soldiers are doing great things out there everyday. From our past
high intensity environment, given combat missions on a daily basis, to their ability to flip a switch and conduct a
humanitarian mission. It is because of them that we are making a difference and an impact on the democratic process
in Iraq.

LB: With the holiday season here, what would you like to say to the Soldiers and their family members back home?
   I would like to tell the families of the 48th brigade,
that their Soldiers are truly doing some great things
here. They have a lot to be proud of. Everyone here is
a professional, a true patriot, and they are doing this in
some of the most austere environments. Not only have
they represented their families well, but they have
represented the entire Nation and the U.S. Army in the
most proficient manner.

LB: The 48th’s new mission has its own type of
dangers, what would you like to tell the Soldiers as
they begin their next mission?

It is not over. It is a different mission. It is not like the previous mission, but we are still in a country where every
time you go outside the wire poses a threat. They still need to remain vigilant. They need to have their “A Game”
every time they go out the wire. We may be farther south, but it does not mean that they are not open to imminent
dangers. We still have to finish the mission and maintain our focus.

LB: With more coalition partners such as the Italians, Japanese and Australians located at Base Camp Adder, how
will the brigade be involved in joint operations?

There will be some opportunities for joint operations. The battle space we are in is owned by the Italians, but there
are opportunities for joint patrols, it is a great way to build relationships.

LB: You have been involved with the war on terrorism since the attacks of September 11, 2001.  In your opinion,
how has the 48th Brigade made an impact in this ongoing conflict?

We have made a significant impact, because we are here.  We came here when we were called to serve. That’s all
you can ask. We came willingly and proudly and the brigade has a great heritage. There are great leaders in the
brigade and outstanding Soldiers and we are here to do a job. I know that we will make an impact with our new
mission as we did with our last one. We did
great things up north and I know we will do the
same here.

LB: What advice can you offer the small unit
leaders to help maintain the focus of their
Soldiers in the second half of this
deployment?

We are still at war. We must maintain our focus.
They should enforce the standards and continue
to conduct pre-combat checks and inspections,
and conduct them to the standard. If they
maintain the standards we will all be
successful.
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Col. Dudney celebrates the Ur International Market opening with the Al Ghizzie tribal
leader, Sheik Ali Al Manshad and the 56th BCT Commander, Col. James “Red” Brown.
(Photo courtesy of Master Sgt. Lek Mateo, 56th BCT PAO)



48th BCT Soldiers settle in for the new mission
Operation: Getting Comfy

“108th has been a God send actually,” Cionek, of Sandy Hill, La. says as he watches the skillful work
of Perez and gives him a pat on the back.  “These gentlemen take pride in their work and don’t mind
lending a hand.  It’s a Southern thing.”

A little Southern charm may be just what the mission calls for in some instances.
Across the newly reinforced barriers of CSC Scania, a seasoned staff non-commissioned officer takes
a different view on his new temporary home.  Staff Sergeant ‘Joe’ W. Wilson, of Canton, Ga., the
108th Armor Regiment battle NCO realizes their new accommodations offer more comfort but this is
not the time to become complacent.

“We have five months to show them we are just nice, simple folks like them,” Wilson says taking a
sip from a Georgia Bulldog travel mug. “Brigadier General Rodeheaver passed out bulldog stickers
when we first got here so I stuck one on my cup.”
While Camp Scania’s amenities are within walking distance,  those in Camp Adder need to take a few
extra steps to get where they need to be on time.

A transportation service is available with buses scheduled to run every 15 minutes throughout the
camp.  As with any well planned schedule, varying obstacles can interfere with the bus service’s
timeliness.  Many have found the best way to get to where you need to be, independently, is to take
up a sport…cycling.

CAMP ADDER, An Nasiriyah, Iraq - Just beyond the crest of the bunkers and tent
streaked horizon in Nasiriyah, Iraq is a mattress that, seemingly, has sprouted legs.  A
couple of quick blinks to ensure the sun is not playing tricks on the eyes and it becomes
apparent that the mattress was simply clever cover for a Soldier with a solid determination
to be comfortable.  One Soldier’s personal mission to overcome the residuals of five-
months of non-luxurious living has become the pursuit of a brigade. Georgia’s 48th
Brigade Combat Team energetically takes on “Operation: Getting comfy”, digging in for
new challenges.

The mission for 48th BCT has changed.  No big news to the lightning brigade Soldiers
located throughout Iraq.  Convoy escorts and theatre security has become the primary
focus, but with this comes a chance to schedule some self-maintenance – decompress and
indulge in the rare luxury of relaxation between mission assignments.

Spc. Thomas V. Patat, an infantryman with Alpha Company, 2nd Battalion, 121st Infantry
Regiment is certain that a good nights rest contributes to mission success.

Operation: Getting Comfy
48th BCT Soldiers settle in for the new mission

48th BCT Soldiers settle in for the new mission
Operation: Getting Comfy
story and photos by Spc. Tracy J. Smith
48th BCT PAO

The Prize! -  Spc. Thomas V. Patat is all too familiar with
‘roughing it.’  The infantryman will do what it takes to get a
good nights rest.

The proud owner of the new mattress, Patat is all too familiar with ‘roughing it.’  He was
responsible for the transport of the Iraqi  Army National Guardsmen at the IA Camp Lions
Den, sharing a living space with them in the rustic and often mortared environment.
A roofer by trade, he is not extremely disappointed that the 48th BCT has undertaken a new
mission.  He is confident that it will be safer for his fellow Soldiers and realizes the
importance of escorting re-supply convoys.

“It is necessary to get supplies where they are needed most,” the Cochran, Ga. resident
explained.  “The de-escalation in mission will prepare us for getting back home.”

Most Soldiers find it much easier to lend a hand in the ongoing improvements at many of the
base camps and radio control points so that future ‘tenants’ will find things more
comfortable upon arrival.

“Without them we wouldn’t get this done,” Jerry Cionek
(right), a KBR carpenter supervisor from Sandy Hill, La. said
as he applauded Sgt. Michael Perez for his hard work in
assisting with improving conditions at CSC Scania.  “Don’t
take my varnish guy.”

“It’s relaxing to me,” Sergeant Michael A. Perez, a squad leader for 108th Armor
Regiment’s Mortar Platoon. Perez and several Soldiers based at Convoy Support Center
Camp Scania have decided to put their civilian skills to good use in improving the living
conditions at the movement control point.  Assisting KBR contracting staff with the
building of C-huts, four-sided quick construct buildings that will temporarily replace the
tent dwellings, Perez is responsible for varnishing the wood finish to minimize the drying
effects of the sun and make it less permeable when the rainy seasons begin.

Each brushstroke is therapeutic for the electrician from Columbus, Ga.  Perez gets a slight
glaze in his eyes as he talks about where they have come from.  “There are things you want
to forget,” he says.  “It keeps your mind off things and helps you to unwind. Plus, I like the

KBR contractors are building sixty C-huts.   KBR carpenter supervisor, Jerry Cionek does not hold
back when it comes to his appreciation for the Soldiers who are helping his workers.
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company.”

Pleased with his new wheels, Spc. Nathanial
Snyder is excited about the change in mission.
“...we are one step closer to going home.”

Operation: Getting Comfy cont’d on pg 13
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Caribbean Company
Honors Their Heroes
118 Awards presented for combat action in Iraq
Sgt. David Bill
48th BCT PAO

CAMP STRIKER, Iraq— Soldiers from Juncos, Puerto Rico’s Company C, 1st
Battalion, 295th Infantry Regiment stood proudly in formation as one hundred
eighteen of their fellow Soldiers were presented with well-deserved combat
badges for their service in Iraq.

Capt. Jose Lopez-Molina, commander for Caribbean Company, as they are
known, watched as Lt. Col. Mark Davis, Commander of the 648th Engineer
Battalion, 48th Brigade Combat Team Brigade Command Sgt. Maj., James
Nelson, and Command Sgt. Maj. Cheyenne Fields of the 2nd Battalion 121st
Infantry presented awards to his Soldiers for their dedicated service.

“I had the privilege to pin a Combat Infantry Badge on a Soldier with whom I
attended 11C [mechanized infantry] school more than fourteen years ago.”
said Nelson. “It was a great honor to recognize all of these Soldiers for their service with the brigade.”

The 48th Brigade Combat Team has spent six months in the southern Baghdad area and
was very successful in thwarting the insurgents’ campaign against a stable and democratic
Iraq. These Soldiers from Juncos have played a significant role in the fight to bring
democracy to Iraq.  One hundred and seven CIBs, six Combat Medic Badges, and five
Combat Action Badges were awarded during the ceremony which marked the completion
of nearly six months of combat operations here at Camp Striker. The brigade is preparing
to move south to their new home and new mission near the town of An Nasiryiah.

“All of the success has been because of the efforts of my Soldiers” said Lopez-Molina.
“We have fought here as every other unit in Iraq has fought.” Each Soldier that
encountered the enemy has received an award.”

These Soldiers reported to Ft. Stewart, Georgia in late-February and were under the
command of the 648th initially. Then in June, they were placed under the operational
control of the 2nd Battalion 121st Infantry. Caribbean Company came in at the middle of
the brigade deployment. They had to get up to speed on their tactics, techniques and
procedures with the other Soldiers in the brigade. They performed with determination and
resolve and by mid-May, when the brigade started to move troops to the staging area at

             Camp Beurhing, Kuwait, these Soldiers were prepared for combat operations.

They have been very successful in their operations which included hunting down insurgents and finding insurgent’s weapons caches
throughout their area of operation.

These brave and dedicated Soldiers from Juncos have represented themselves with honor and selfless service. Their families and the country
of Puerto Rico should be very proud of them.

CIB AWARD
Spc, Miranda Heriberto receives the Combat Infantry Badge from
Command Sgt. Maj. Fields for his service with Company C, 1st

Battalion 295th Infantry of Juncos, Puertos Rico. The company is
assigned to the 48th BCT currently deployed to Iraq.(Photo provided
by Co. C 1/295 IN)

 A tactical vehicle driver from Dallas, Ga., Spc.
Nathanial Snyder realized he needed to have a tactical
two-wheeler.  His choice is an all-terrain mongoose.

As he made repairs and cleaned his ‘vehicle’, he
commented on the relocation and the new mission.

“I have to admit, it is better than Yusifiyah,” the E
Troop, 108th Cavalry Regiment scout said laughingly.
“You could say it is just another mission, but (most
important) we are one step closer to going home.”

Unpacking her office at Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 148th Support Battalion,

Sergeant Johnnie M. Clark, administrative
personnel NCO, plans to use this time to
prepare her Soldiers for the trip home.

“There is more than enough for me to do even
with the change in mission,” Clark, a pre-
school instructor in her hometown of Macon,
Ga. explained.  “I can make my Soldiers’ lives
easier.  By taking care of them they can take
care of their mission responsibilities without
worrying about personnel issues.”

Her civilian career enhances her ability to be
extremely patient.

“I have a hand in enhancing their
learning potential,” Clark states
excitedly.

“It’s satisfying to know you had a
chance to iron out a concern or help a
Soldier’s family with an issue.  So
there is some self satisfaction there;
taking care of the Soldier enhances
my world!”

Lightning brigade Soldiers can get a
great deal of comfort knowing that.

Lt. Col. Mark Davis, 648th Eng. Bn. commander pins Sgt.
Burgos Alfredo with the Combat Medical Badge.
(Photo provided by Co. C 1/295 IN)
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The wearing of contact lenses at any time in Iraq is prohibited, and
there are good reasons for this policy.  Contact lenses are a
wonderful convenience for soldiers who require vision correction.
However, wearing them in this environment places the soldier at
risk for irreversible damage to the eye, including blindness.
The very fine dust in the air can cause an initially painless
breakdown of the eye tissue, called ulceration (see photo at right),
that later leads to severe infection.  Several soldiers are evacuated to the Army Hospital in
Baghdad every week to see the ophthalmologist.  Often the damage is so severe that
corneal transplants are required, and vision is never normal again.  In addition to ending
your military career, you may endure a life-time disability.  The only safe way to see clearly
is to use your glasses until you re-deploy back home.

Do the right thing to protect your sight.

48TH BCT Surgeon’s Office warns: CONTACT LENS DANGER

   Well here we are at our new locations.  When  we make changes like
this, it is important to remember some of the basics:

  •  •  •  •  • Drink water.  We know it is not as hot as it has been, so we
need to be more thoughtful about this.  What goes in clear
needs to come out the same way.  We call dehydration a heat
injury, but in reality it can happen any time of year.

••••• Fires.  This one is too easy.  Don’t smoke within 50 feet of a
building or tent.  Don’t cook in a tent!  Don’t overload the
power outlets.

  A group of soldiers went out to work one day, and came back to find all their stuff burnt.  Gone.  All
  they literally had were the clothes on their backs.  They didn’t even have a sleeping bag.  No, no one was
 hurt, but it took a long time and a fair amount of aggravation to finally get things back to near normal.
 Was it a cigarette?  Was it an electrical overload?  Does it matter?  Either way, the results are the same.
 It can happen to us.

  Remember, only one powerstrip per outlet.  The powerstrips over here are not carefully inspected like
  back home.  Don’t plug a coffee pot and a microwave into the same powerstrip.  There are many
  examples, but the bottom line is to use common sense.  Don’t leave something on and no one around to
 watch it.

The bottom line remains the same.  Be safe, do what is right.  Take care of each other.  If you are in
charge, lead well.  No slack.

SafetySafetySafetySafetySafety
Plugged inPlugged inPlugged inPlugged inPlugged in

withwithwithwithwith
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HOW WILL YOU CELEBRATE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON?

Spc. Cynthia Broughton, a Human Resource Specialist with
the 648th Eng.Bn. and resident of Statesboro, Ga.
“Fortunately, I will be home during the holidays and
will spend it with my son, it’s his birthday. My family
will add a new tradition this year for Christmas with a
morning prayer for our Fallen Heroes.”

Spc. Efrain Galindo from Charlie Co,1st Battalion, 295th
Infantry and resident of
Aguas Buenas, Puerto Rico
“We’ll get together and celebrate Christmas Puerto
Rican style with food and music. The music will be
played on traditional Puerto Rican instruments.”

.

Spc. Patricia Moore, a  resident of Macon, Ga. and
Supply Specialist for HHC, 48th BCT.
 “Celebrate with friends, hopefully a little rest and
relaxation and open up all the Christmas packages
my family sent me that I have saved.”

Spc.Tameka Hunter with HHC 48th BCT, from Sparta Ga.
“Eat at the DFAC, meet up with friends and maybe sing in
the choir. I’ve got good battle buddies, we won’t be alone
on Christmas.”

Sgt. James Moore with Troop E 108-Cav. Out of Atlanta Ga.
“I’ll be on the road conducting a patrol. I’m sending gifts home
and talking to the family hoping everybody is having a merry
Christmas.”




