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Gov. Pawlenty announcesnew licenseplates

Minnesota Gov. Tim
Pawlenty announced the new
“Support Our Troops”
licenseplatesduring hisvigt
Sunday to Camp Shelby.
Thelicenseplatesarenow
available at all deputy
registrar locations. Such
plates were proposed by
Pawlenty last year and they
wereauthorized duringthe
2005 legidative session. The plates
featureabald eaglein theforeground
against an American flag backdrop.

They may bedisplayed on passenger

vehicles, one-ton pickup trucks and
recreational vehicles. Plates with a
disability insignia
may beordered for
passenger vehicles,
Motorcycle plates
will beavailablein
the spring of 2006.
Minnesotans now
havetheopportunity
to show their
support of our sate' smilitary members
and veterans by purchasing and
displaying these license plates.”
Governor Pawlenty said. Anyoneis

Kerskain charge of training and oper ations

Hooah, Red Bulls!

| amLt. Col. EricKerska, your 1/
34 Brigade Combat Team Operations
Officer or S-3. | hold the staff
responsibility for training and
operations.

As such, | supervise the Current
OperationsCéll, theplanscell and the
training cell hereat Camp Shelby. The
function of CHOPSisto be aware of
and track every operation going on
withintheBCT, whichisnosmall fest.

Thefunction of plansisto determine
how we should accomplish missions
assgnedtotheBCT. Thereisarguably
no moredifficult or thanklessjob that

than of a planner. I am extremely
fortunate to lead a
very talented and
dedicated bunch of
Soldiersin the S-3
shop.

The Soldiers of
this shop make me
proud and make me
look good every
single day. If you ever wonder, how
thingsgot so screwed up —that would
be me.

<
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Lt.Col. EricKerska

Remember Bataan!

Channel 5TV programtoair Feb. 4

Severa 1/34 Brigade Combat
Team Soldierswill beincludedinthe
10:35 p.m. Feb. 4 showing of "Onthe
Road with Jason Davis' on KSTP
Channel 5, Minnegpolis.

Davis broadcast team visited

Camp Shelby from Dec. 15-17, film-
ingandinterviewing several BCT Sol-
dierstraining.

Davissaid thisprogramwill beone
of hisspecia ones.

eligibleto purchasethe Support Our
Troops plates. The cost for the new
platesis$18.50 ($10licenseplatefee
and $8.50 filing fee), along with a
minimum annual contribution of $30
whichistax deductiblefor peoplewho
itemizeon ScheduleA of their federal
tax forms. The proceeds from plate
sales will be split between the
Department of Military Affairs for
finandd support of military familiesand
the Department of Veteran Affairsfor
veteransoutreach programs, grantsto
veterans service organizations and
rehabilitation programs.
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Found in the field: Large sum of money in unique carrying case with video game. Pleaseidentify amount of
money, PSP Game, and carrying case and it will be promptly returned. Please contact Lt. Col. William
Lieder @ Brigade Troops Battalion Bldg 2404.
Found in a GSA Van: Raincoat size medium. Please contact 1st Lt. Eric Magistad.
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Day 1n Red Bull history

Wednesday, Dec. 25, 1943
Near thetown of Frontalli, Italy

On Christmas Day therewas
no set schedule, dinner wasthebig
event of the day. Even a small

evergreentreewastrimmedand setin
the middle of the area, with alot of
oranges, gpples, and nutsaroundit that
we had bought with our Company
funds. The dinner menu wasturkey,

potatoes, gravy, vegetables, and a
dessert. In the afternoon we had a
small USO show visit our Regiment.
The cast included Ella Logan, the
singer, and two others.
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1/34 BCT Commander;
Col. David Elicerio
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On the cover: Santa Clauswaves
during the Thanksgiving Paradelast
month on Forrest Avenue. Thisisa
reminder that 1/34 BCT Soldierswill
beon Holiday Exodusuntil next year.
Photo by Pfc. Brian D. Jesness, 1/
34 BCT PA.

The Desert Bulls is an officia
publication of the 1/34 Brigade Com-
bat Team. It is produced by the 1/34
BCT PublicAffairs Office. This Sol-
dier newdletter isin compliancewith
the provisions of AR 360-1. Any
guestions, comments, photos, story
ideas that you would like to present
should beforwarded to the 1/34 BCT
Public Affairs Office. E-mail Sgt. 1st
Class Clinton Wood at
clinton.wood@us.army.mil.
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New Web sitefor NCOs

Did you know that the Army has
not approved any other company and
has not given them any copyrightsto
sell theArmy Combat Uniform asan
“authenticuniform?’

This statement came from the
discussion section of anew Web site,
NCO Net at https://
nconet.bcks.army.mil. Just typethisin
your computer and makeit afavorite.

Thediscussion went on to say that
right now the Department of theArmy
istracking three companiesthat are
selling ACUs without the Army’s
permisson.

| posted my own discussiontopic
and lessthan an hour had three well
thought of replies.

Besdesdlowing noncommissioned
officersto hold professond discusson
withfellow NCOs, thisWeb sitealso
will findanswerstoyour questions; find
Web sites, download software, classes
ortraningads.

Surfingit as| wrotethisarticle, |
also discovered aNCO Creed audio
file, Convoy Leader powerpoint dides,
a how to maintain the M-16 rifle
handout and Noncommissioned
Officer in Charge Evaluation Report
Guideand Tips, linksto MyRecords,
MyPay, MyDAPhoto, MyERB,
MyAssgnment and MyPromationFile.

ThisWeb siteiseasy to becomea
member. Scroll downtheleft hand side
of the menu and click on become a
member. You will be asked for

information, including ashort bioon
yoursdf, your education history, your
work  experience, Theater
Deploymentsand duty status.

TheWeb site' svisionisto createa
place where NCOs engage in
professional conversation which
enablesknowledgetransfer, supports
life-longlearning, andtransformationfor
the betterment of our units and our
professiona growth.

Horew to create ad using PoweerPoint:

1. Goto FILE, then PAGE SETUR,
then =et page to 2" by 2.

2. Create ad.

3. Print & test copy to ensure you
like it (and can read it).

4. Eoto FILE, then SANE A% then
zelect JPES under the SAVE AS
TYFE dro
CIRRER

cowenn., Click
SLIDE ORLY.

 Are NY daily activitiesﬁ&
going to help reduce (%
losses and turn the
arraw DOWN?
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“Glory to
Godinthe
highest,
and on
earth
peace to
people on
whom is
favor rests.” (Luke2:14) Sosaidthe
heavenly host announcing that
Christmas had
arived.

It soundssimilar to the battlecry of
the 1/34 Brigade Combat Team aswe
prepare to leave Camp Shelby —
“Praise God! We' reouttahere!” And
although that may bethe sentiment of
many, itismy fervent prayer that each
of uspauseduring thisholiday exodus
toreflect onthemessage of theholiday
season. Whilethe commercialism of

Post here for FREE!

Email 2”°x2" JPEG to
clinton.wood@us. army. nil
by 1200 Sundays.

The following informabion showld not be reported:

America
attempts to
distract us and
persuade usthat
shopping and
spending is
reason for the
Season, let usnot
buy into that
mentality — no
punintended. Let
us keep our
battle focus. ' =
Soldiersabovedl £
know what this ~_ = = "
seas0n isabout Chp(Maj.)EricF
because it is the cause we have
pledgedto giveour livesfor.

Peace. Peace in Irag, peace in our
country, peacein our homes, peacein
our souls. Take the time with your

WANTED

T ourphotos and storves fram here and hame

It to clmton. wood @y s.ormymi by 140 indays
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b. Any information that reve als details of future plans,
operations, or strikes, including postponed or
canceled operations.

c. Information, photography, and imagery that would

reveal the specific location of military forces or

show the level of secunty at military installations ar
encampments.

Foundationsfor Faith

loved onesto consider the
cdl for peace, andthehigh
pricethat hasbeenpaidto
secure peace in our
world. And may the peace
which passes all
understanding be yours
this holiday season,
whether you choose to
celebrate Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwanza, or
just sit back and relax.
Keepthefaith. Seeyoudl
inJanuary!

CH (Maj.) Feig
134th BSB Chaplain

Sink Ships

eagr

www.redbullweb.com



First Christmas

Severa Soldiersto
spend first Christmas
with newborn children

By Sgt. 1st Class Clinton Wood
1/34BCT PA

CAMPSHELBY, Miss.,— Itwill
beaspecia Christmasfor several of
the 1/34 Brigade Combat
Team Soldiers training
herefor their deployment
in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom next
Soring.

It will be the first
Christmasfor them and
their newborn children.
The 1/34 BCT Soldiers
were granted a 14-day
Holiday leave.

For Chaplain (1stLt.)
Todd Luken of Fridley,
Minn., theleavewill be
extraspecid. Itwill behis
firgborn'sfirst Chrigmeas.
Connor, whoweighed 7
pounds, wasborn Dec. 8

Thisisthesecondtime
that Lukenwill beableto
spend timewith Connor.
Hewasableto go home
from Dec. 8 until Dec.
17.

“Itwasjust amiracle,
very cathartic, Luken, the
chaplain for the 1%
Squadron, 167" Cavalry
basedinLincoln, Neb.,
said of seeing Connor for
thefirst time. “ Tonsof emotions. Hard
toexplain. | guessit seemed unred in
some senses| can't believe after this
longhe'sfindly here'

Heand hiswifeweretryingfor severd
yearsto haveachild.

www.redbullweb.com

For Mg. David Munson of New UIm,
Minn., he will also see his second
daughter, Elsie, for thesecond time.

He saw Elsiefor thefirst timewhen
she was two days old, on Nov. 29.
Hiswifewho wasover her duedate,
was scheduled to beinduced Nov. 29.
“We had discussed whether or not |
should try and make it homefor the
birth and we both agreed that she

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Clinton Wood, 1/34 BCT PA
Chaplain (1st Lt.) Todd Luken holds a photo of his firstborn,
Connor, who was born Dec. 8. Luken is among several 1/34
Brigade Combat Team Soldiers who will spend Christmas
with their newborn children.

didn't need me at the hospital and
would bebetter for metoarriveintime
to take her homefrom the hospital in
order to maximize our timetogether,”
he said. “It worked out perfect as |
arrived homeat 3:30 p.m. on Nov. 29

andmy wife
w a s
released at
6:30p.m.”
Munson of
Headquarters
a n d
Headquarters
Company, 1/34 Brigade Combat
Team, said the whole situation was
surreal because he was so removed
fromthesituation. “I’m so proud of
my wifefor being ableto go through
the last couple of
months of her
pregnancy and taking
care of our 3-year old
daughter without me,”
hesaid.

He said since he
returned to the camp,
his wife has been
sending photographsof
Elsie, whoweighed 8
pounds, 11 ounces at
birth, tohim.“I cansee
the transformation in
Elsie’s face already,”
he said. “It was more
difficult leaving after
those six days then it
was to come here in

Elsie Munson

September.
That same month is
when Spc. Mark

Andren’s third son,
Cole, rolled over two
daysafter heleft for the
camp.
Hiswifesaid Cole, who
wasborn une8, isnow
talking “baby gibber
jabber, rolling over and
pulling himsdf ontodll
foursand rocking almost acrawl.”
Mark’swifesaid Mark of Company

Firs Christmas
Continued on next Page
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First Christmas
Continued from Page 5

C, 134th Brigade Support Battalion,
will enjoy dressing Colein Minnesota
Vikingsouitfitsand playing gameswith
himonthefloor.

“1 know Mark’ sfavoritething with
family is Saturday and Sunday
morningsof al of uscuddlingin bed,
wetalk, ticklethekids, laugh and just
lovingly at each other and enjoy the
sweet breath against us,” shesaid.

For Capt. Joshua Simer, he and
hiswifeKdly will belookinglovingly
a each other whenthey will attend their
first ultrasound when heishomeon
leave.

Kelly said she learned she was
pregnant theday after heleft for Camp
Shelby. “ Evenwiththechalengesthat
areahead, wearethrilled,” shesaid.

Thrilled aso is the best way to
describethese Soldiersand othersin
the same Situation when they go home
for Christmas.

.

Submitted photo

Spc. Mark Andren, 134th Brigade Support Battalion, holds
his third son, Cole, who was born June 8. Cole rolled over
two days after Andren left for Camp Shelby.

Christmastimeor isit another Holiday season

By Spc. Jeremy Richmann
1/133 Chaplain assistant

Itiscommonly knownthat for
many peoplethistimeof year isoften
themost stressful and most depressing.
Why is that so many of us beat
ourselves up this time of year with
worry whenit all isabout celebrating
the gift of Jesusto theworld? Some
stay awakeat night withrestlessminds
while we should rest peacefully
remembering the Christ childsarrival
onearth.

Indeed God cameto earthin
humanformtogiveuspeace. Theword
Christmasitsaf meansChrist' sMass.
Itisto be ajoyful time of gathering
and community wherewe exchange
giftswith oneanother. Not becausewe

PAGE 6

havegreat thingsto give but because
God first gave us his best; his Son,
Christ Jesus. God's most perfect
cregtionwasgiven sothat wemay live
asHis.

Ontheother handweareonly
human. We seek the approval of our
fellow human beings. Why, because
they are closeat hand. We cantouch
themwecanfed and hear them. They
aredwaysthere. Soitisthereattention
we chase first. But has not God
blessed uswith thesefamily and friends
who's love and affection already
surround us. Solet usturnour attention
to him. Thisis every bit astrue for
thoseof usinthemilitary. Weadll have

family and friendsback homethat we
will bewithinavery short timetoo.

Solet us, thisChristmasremember,
Christ together with our family and
friends. Makeit ajoyoustime. For
our family and friendsareagift from
theLord. Godisaboveal. Remember
James 1:18, “ Every generousact and
every perfect giftisfromabove, coming
downfromthefather of lights, withHim
thereisno variation or shadow cast by
turning. By Hisown choice, Hegave
usnew birth by the message of truth
so that we could be thefirst fruits of
hiscreatures.”

www.redbullweb.com



LS. ARMY COMBAT READINESS GENTER

[us.ARmY

One Iragi National
was killed and two others
injured in Irag on 10
November 2005 at 1027
local when a 3rd Infantry
Division Soldier was flung
forward during an abrupt
stop as a Buffalo gunner
and his M-16 magazine
struck the trigger of the
.50 cal. The weapon
discharged a round
that struck a pick-up
truck killing and injuring
the Iragi Nationals.

Five USASOC Soldiers

were injured at Fort Bragg,

NC on 10 November 2005
at 1630 local when the
second M1037 HMMWV
in a convoy turned too

wide and went into a ditch.

Two 3rd Infantry
Division Soldiers were
killed in Iraq on 11
November 2005 at 0622
local when a collision
occurred with two fuel
tankers in an 18 vehicle

convoy. The

vehicles caught

fire and the two Soldiers
were trapped inside.

A 172nd Stryker BCT
Soldier was killed in Iraq
on 12 November 2005 at
0710 local when a Stryker
vehicle in a three vehicle
convoy rolled over.

A civilian contractor
was killed in Kuwait on 12
November 2005 at 1100
local when he made a
left turn in an M998 and
a5,000Ib. water truck
driven by a third country
national could not stop
in time and impacted the
M998 on the driver’s side.

An 82nd Airborne
Division Soldier lost
control of his motorcycle
and impacted a wooden
fence in Raeford, NC on

hitps://crc.army.mil

13 November 2005 at
1630 local. The Soldier
sustained fractures

of the C-5 vertebrae,
lower right arm, and
loss of his right foot.

A 101st Airborne
Division UH-60A flew
under a JLENS, cutting
the Kevlar optic tether line
attaching the JLENS to the
mobile mooring station.
The JLENS free floated
to 5000 feet and burst
on 15 November 2005
at 1443 local in Iraq.

A Texas National
Guard OH-58A lost
power and impacted in
a pecan tree grove near
Fort Bliss, TX on 16

November 2005 at 1900
local while conducting

a boarder security and
support mission. All three
personnel on board the
aircraft were injured.

A RQ-7B Shadow
had an engine failure at
Fort Huachuca, AZ on
16 November 2005 at
1955 local. The RQ-7B
was too low to deploy
the recovery chute.

own che
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Composite Risk Management

PRELIMINARY LOSSREPORT 0580

ROLLOVER CLAIMS 1 LIFE — ACCIDENT
A 42nd Infantry Division Soldier waskilled on 22 May 2005 at 1440 local in Kirkuk, Irag. The45year-old NCO
(SGT) wasperforming turret gunner dutiesinan M 1114 HMMWYV whenthedriver swervedto avoid acivilian

vehicle. TheHMMWYV rolled twotimes, crushing the NCO.

Including thisaccident, therewere 39 ClassA-CArmy HM MWV accidentsfrom the start of FY 05to 22 May 2005,

resultingin 24 Soldier deaths. Of the 39 accidents, 18involved rolloversand 20 of the 24 fatalitiesoccurredina

rollover.

Don'tlet thishappeninyour formation. Consider theseactionsto prevent rollover incidents:
v Ensure Soldiersarefamiliar with the Situationsthat causerolloversand their individua responsbilities.
Consult the Battle Drill Card for theUpArmored HMMWV.

v Traindriversin evasiveand braking maneuversby implementing and resourcing aprogram such asthe
Advanced SkillsDriver Training at your location.

v Soldiersmust betrainedinlocal areahazards(e.g., operating M 1114 HMMWYV sat speeds appropriatefor

road conditionsthey will encounter)
v" Ensure personne within the vehicle communicateloca areahazardsto one another

www.redbullweb.com
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IN OUR SIGHTS

y “Mvagncers

Photo by Pfc. Brian D. Jesness, 1/34 BCT PA

Brig. Gen. Jon Trost, assistant adju-
tant general of the Minnesota Na-
tional Guard, congratulates Spc.
Katie Weidell after he presented his

coin to her Sunday for facilitating six Photo by Capt. Paul Rickert, 1-125 FA UPAR
separate video teleconferences for These Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 125th Field

geitblgttallon, 1-34 Brigade Troops Artillery clear stairs during their Military on Urban Ter-
attation. rain Site training

i

Photo by Pfc. Brian D. Jesness, 1/34 BCT PA

Photo by Sgt. Kent Westberg, , 1/34 BCT PA
Camp Shelby's Medevac team par-
ticipated in a 9-line Medevac exer-
cise on one of the camp's ranges
last week.

PAGE 8 www.redbullweb.com

Capt. Scott Rohweder, 2nd Battalion, 136th Combined
Arms Battalion, discussed the Squad Live Fire Exer-
cise with Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty Sunday dur-
ing Pawlenty's visit.



