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Cadets first to graduate from year-long 
military training 

AL RUSTAMIYAH, Iraq – The first class of cadets 
for the new Iraqi Army graduated from the Iraqi 
Military Academy Al Rustamiyah (IMAR) Jan. 19.

“I am very proud of myself and the other 
graduates,” said newly commissioned Lt. Raad
through the aid of an interpreter. “Today is also a 
great day for the Army.”

Instructors at the academy say they are proud of 
today’s graduating class.

“These soldiers have set the bar high for the next 
class,” said U.S. Army Maj. Joseph Brunetti, IMAR 
assistant chief instructor. “Today’s graduates are 
truly ready to be leaders in the Iraqi Army.”

The officers will now join military units throughout 
Iraq to fill junior officer appointments in all 
branches of the Iraqi Army.

Graduating ceremony for the 73 graduates who completed 52-weeks of 
intensive military training in order to become officers in the new Iraqi Army.
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Arms cache discovered near Barwanah

CAMP BLUE DIAMOND, AR RAMADI, Iraq –
An Iraqi Army and U.S. Marine patrol operating 
on the outskirts of Barwanah discovered a cache 
Jan. 14. 

The cache was first noticed by the Marines' 
translator, who accompanies them on patrols 
with their Iraqi Army counterparts. After the initial 
site was found, 10 additional hastily buried 
caches were discovered. 

When all 11 caches were uncovered, they 
contained 137 artillery rounds of various sizes, 
56 mortar rounds of various sizes, 47 122mm 
rockets, 14.5mm armor piercing incendiary 
rounds, and 1,900 pounds of propellant. 

The Iraqi soldiers and U.S. Marines labored to 
collect up the munitions so they could be safely 
detonated. In all, 4,000 pounds of high 
explosives were detonated by the explosive 
ordnance disposal team. 

Marines prepare Rockets, mortars, 
and bags of repellant, that found 
buried on the outskirts of the city, for 
destruction.

A ball of fire and smoke races skyward 
as Rockets, mortars, and bags of 
repellant found buried on the outskirts 
of the city are destroyed with C4.

Rockets, mortars, and bags of 
repellant, are stacked in a pile to 
be destroyed. 
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Iraqi Army's 4th Battalion Honors Soldiers of the Month

KIRKUK, Iraq – A ceremony was held Jan. 16 honoring five Iraqi recipients of a
"Soldier of the Month" award. 

The 4th Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 4th Division Iraqi Army recipients were chosen based 
on how well those soldiers performed on missions ranging from traffic control to convoy 
operations. 

"The purpose of the ceremony was to honor a soldier of the month for each one of the 
companies in our Iraqi Army battalion," said 1st Lt. Ethan Richardson, the military 
training team's fire support officer. "We wanted to recognize the outstanding soldiers 
that have performed well in the past month." 

The "Soldiers of the Month" were recognized in front of the formation and awarded a 
certificate of achievement, a “No Slack” 101st Airborne Division pin, and a gift from the 
Iraqi Army 4th Battalion commander, Col. Mohammed. 

“We’re not saying that these soldiers were the only ones that did well,” Mohammed 
said. “All of the soldiers did well. These were in the top of the good soldiers.”

The Iraqi Army soldiers do not have enlistment contracts, so they don’t necessarily 
have to continue fighting for their country, Richardson said. Giving them a pat on the 
back when it’s deserved is one way to keep them motivated. 

Maj. Andrew B. Kiger, the military 
training team leader for the 4th 
Iraqi Army battalion, hands one of 
the "Soldier of the Month" award 
recipients his certificate of 
achievement. 

Iraqi Army soldiers march toward 
the front of a formation to recieve
their certificates of achievement. 


