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By Staff Sgt. Jennifer Redente
Editor

 More than 350 Airmen are assigned
to the newly designated 755th Expeditionary
Mission Support Group, whose activation
ceremony took place here Jan. 17.

“Our mission is to be a joint team,” said
Col. Douglas J. Hine, 755th EMSG
commander. “Airmen are filling slots, which
Army personnel usually take on. This is
giving our Airmen more of an opportunity
to gain combat experience, which is usually
taken on by Soldiers.”

 “Over the last few years, the Air Force
has been supporting Army units [by
providing trained Air Force personnel],” said
Capt. Timothy Pertuis, 755th EMSG executive
officer and local Air Force Provincial
Reconstruction Team coordinator.

Airmen assigned to Army units are
providing reconstruction and development
throughout the country including roads,
wells, schools and health care.

Some of the improvements to
Afghanistan require Airmen to convoy out
to their work locations, and they’re doing
their fair share of maintaining security, the
captain said. They are also filling positions
in Embedded Training Teams, which are
training units for the Afghan National Army.

  “Airmen are training the Afghan
National Army in logistics operations,
education and training, medical support
and other areas as well,” said the colonel.
“We’re not only training headquarters level,
but in the field, to include the corps, brigade
and battalion level.”

“In March 2005, there were only 11
Airmen [assisting Army units]. The number

grew to 43 by the end of 2005,” said
Colonel Hine. “With the number of
Airmen constantly increasing, it was
necessary for the Air Force to stand up an
organization to oversee ETT and PRT
members.”

 “Who gets to come to these special
missions?” Captain Pertuis answered,
“Initially, our Airmen were only from medical,
security forces and communication [Air
Force specialty codes], but over the last
few months the Army has requested forces
from nearly all of the support AFSCs… Our
Airmen are answering the call without
hesitation.”

When asked about working with the
Army, Captain Pertuis said, “It’s a large
battlespace, and it takes a team to accomplish

3-Day ForecastGuideon welcomes general
Giving a pat on the back, Gen. Norton
A. Schwartz, U.S. Transportation
Command commander, thanks Senior
Airman Michael A. Allen, 455th
Logistics Readiness Squadron air
transportation journeyman, for bring
the guideon out. General Schwartz
visited Bagram Wednesday to meet
with the Combined Joint Task Force -
76 and visit personnel and facilities,
which support USTRANSOM.
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Camp mayor shares need-to-know information with new arrivals
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Chief Kreifels

By Capt. Eric Elliott
Public Affairs chief

Camp Cunningham’s mayor recently gave camp
residences some tips for a successful deployment here.

Chief Master Sgt. Leo Kreifels took over as Camp
Mayor the second week of January.

“Since most Air and Space expeditionary Force 9/10
deployers have arrived, I wanted to make sure they are
aware of command and wing level rules and standards,”
said Chief Kreifels. “Here is
some information that will
help make this rotation as
successful as the last.”

First, all personnel
should read and be familiar
with General Orders 1 and 2,
the 455th Air Expeditionary
Wing’s supplements, Air
Force Instruction 36-2903,
Dress and Appearance of
Air Force Personnel,  and
Central Command Air
Forces and 455 AEW
supplements to this
instruction. All of these
documents can be found on
the network’s shared drive.

“This may seem like a
lot of reading, but these documents contain information
that is absolutely essential for Airmen deployed to
Bagram to know and to heed,” said Chief Kreifels.

Second, Airmen should know to wear their uniforms
correctly. For instance, unlike the Army, Airmen aren’t
authorized to wear the black fleece liner as an outer
garment.

“If you are not sure, ask your supervisor, first
sergeant or a senior NCO,” said Chief Kreifels. “If you
are not wearing your uniform correctly, you can expect
me or another senior NCO to stop you and to correct you
on the spot.”

Third, camp residents need to take care of where they live.
“Keep your B-hut as clean, in good repair and free of

clutter as much as possible ,”
Chief Kreifels said. “Report
problems to your B-Hut chief,
who is, without exception, the
senior ranking person in your
hut. Also remember B-hut
safety rules, like no candles,
open flame or cooking, and
know what to do in case of
emergencies.”

Finally, everyone has a
responsibility to keep Camp
Cunningham clean. The
general-use areas, such as the
morale hut, recreation tent,
weight room, cardio room, the
Oasis, laundry room and all
smoking areas, are of particular
concern.

“We owe it to the memory of Senior Airman Jason
Cunningham to police ourselves and make Camp
Cunningham the best camp on BAF,” said Chief Kreifels.
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WASHINGTON  — As the Air
Force continues to adapt for the future,
changes to the security forces career
field will affect the total force.

Brig. Gen. Robert Holmes, director
of security forces and force protection,
calls these transformations a “refocus”
on how his people train and fight.

“We’re not in the Cold War
anymore; we have to alter our
mentality and our practices for today’s
reality,” the general said. “Because of
the nature of the threat, our Airmen
are fighting the global war on terror
on the front lines, and we owe it to
them to provide training, equipment
and resources to be effective.”

Essentially security forces Airmen
will focus on preparing for their
warfighting mission at forward
locations, as well as security at a fixed
installation, General Holmes said.

As an example, he cited an Air
Force Task Force that operated around
Balad Air Base, Iraq, for two months
last year. The unit patrolled the local
towns and found weapons caches as
well as individuals who posed a threat
to the base.

“Our Airmen are going ‘outside the
wire’ to conduct missions and are
proving successful in keeping people
safe,” Gen. Holmes said. “Not only for

Security forces transformation:
More than meets the eye

the folks stationed at the base, but
people who live and work in the local
area as well.  This is very important in
the present war on terror.”

Security forces Airmen must learn
counter-insurgency techniques and in
doing so, they’ll operate more
effectively in joint operations, said
Maj. Gen. Norman Seip, assistant
deputy chief of staff for air & space
operations.

“We need to be prepared for a
full-spectrum of threats against an air
field,” General Seip said. “That means
taking more responsibility for defense
of our mission, so our sister services
can concentrate on their own tasks.
We need to understand how they
operate, so we’re working closely with
the Army to identify additional ways
to train our Airmen.”

While security forces will focus
more on their warfighting competencies,
Air Force leaders are reviewing several
options for installation protection
duties, like entry control, at home
stations. Plans call for more DoD
civilians, greater affiliation with Guard
and Reserve and better use of
technologies, General Holmes said.

The changes to the security
forces career field will present the
opportunity for other Airman to
participate in installation security.
While that doesn’t necessarily mean
everyone will have a rotation checking
identification cards at a gate, it does

mean more comprehensive training,
awareness and capability to respond
and participate, he said.

“Will every Airman be a cop? No.
But every Airman will be a

warrior,” General Holmes said. “Every
Airman needs to be trained in basic
force protection skills and must be
prepared to defend an air base and
themselves in the event of an attack.
This means more than just qualifying
with a weapon. We want Airmen to be
comfortable with their duty weapon
and to develop their shooting skills.”

While definitive plans have not
been finalized, General Holmes also
said one of the transformation goals is
bringing security forces Airmen back
in step with standard Air Force 120-
day deployments.

“Right now our folks are going out
for 179-day rotations,” he said. “Our
Airmen need time to reconstitute and
train, so it’s important to get them in
line with the rest of the Air Force. We
aim to do just that.”

Overall, General Holmes said the
changes would make security forces
Airmen more effective and relevant to
Air Force needs in the face of the
current changing nature of warfare.

“We want to make our Airmen
more proficient, and to do that, we
need to adapt,” Gen. Holmes said.
“We’re going to change our training,
our tactics and our procedures and the
Air Force will be better for it.”

By Senior Airman J. G. Buzanowski
Air Force Print News

Brief Bullets

All Air Force personnel are required to attend the
Combat Orientation briefing within seven days of their
arrival at Bagram Airfield. Briefings are held 1300L
(0900Z) Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Rec Tent.

Laundry service
KBR offers a free laundry service Mondays,

Wednesdays and Fridays. This is limited to 20 items
including the bag. Personnel should take bags and
complete DA Form 2886 to the Services tent by 1000L
(0530Z). For more information, call 231-4360.

Lyrical Lounge
Mandatory Briefing

Services hosts the Lyrical Lounge 1900L Sun-
days in the Rec Tent. Airmen are welcome to come and
listen to others or sing karaoke themselves.

For more information, call Master Sgt. Rick
Stiles at 231-4360.
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Mission support group

to oversee 800 troops

From Page 1

New group

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer Redente

Leadership changes
As Master Sgt. Frances
Bracks-Miller, former 455th
Expeditionary Maintenance
Group first sergeant, looks on
as Col. Michael Isherwood,
former 455th Air Expeditionary
Wing vice commander, hands
the 455 EMXG guideon to Lt.
Col. Andrew Bouck, 455 EMXG
commander, during a change
of command ceremony held
here Jan. 15. Colonel Bouck is
deployed here from the 354th
Maintenance Group, Eielson
Air Force Base, Alaska.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Marcus D. McDonald

New group, new commander
Col. Douglas J. Hine takes hold of the guideon
as he assumes command of the newly formed
755th Expeditionary Mission Support Group.

our objectives here. We may not
always see things from the same
perspective at first but keeping
our focus on the mission results
in the best possible outcome for
all of us.

“Our Airmen and the
Soldiers, Sailors and Marines
they work with readily adapt to
their environment and constantly
look for ways to make the mission
more efficient and effective,” he
said.

“They’re working side by
side. When you see them rolling
in a convoy, you can’t tell who’s
Air Force, Army, Navy or Marine,
Guard or Reserve,” he said.
“They are truly living…one team
- one fight!  I’m proud to work
with all of them.”

Some Airmen in the medical
career fields are providing health

care at Bagram Air Base, while
others are taking care of Afghan
citizens throughout the country.

“Our Airmen are treating
people in Afghan provinces
where the citizens have never
seen a doctor,” said Colonel Hine.

Captain Pertuis said,
“Airmen of the 755th can draw a
straight line from the work they
do everyday to the campaign
objectives we are working to meet
in Afghanistan.”

 The 755th EMSG covers the
entire country with 20 locations,
some only accessible by
helicopter.

“Somewhat similar groups
exist in Iraq and Kuwait,” said
Colonel Hine. “They have slightly
different missions, but the overall
objective remains the same – To
take care of our Airmen and
accomplish the mission.”
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For personnel deployed in combat
zones and qualified hazardous duty
areas, federal and most state laws allow
an extension for filing income tax
returns for 180 days after redeployment.

This extension applies automatically.
Taxpayers who take advantage of the
deadline extension due to service in a
CZ or QHDA should write “combat
zone” and the location or operation in
which they served on the top front of
their tax return when they file.

For civilians, the deadline
extension provisions apply to those
serving in a CZ or QHDA in support of
the Armed Forces, such as Red Cross

Filing taxes: During or after deployment
personnel, accredited correspondents
and civilian personnel acting under the
direction of the Armed Forces in
support of those forces.

The extension is automatic and
qualifying civilians need not file
separately for an extension with the IRS.
However, federal civilian employees and
civilian defense contractors deployed
with armed forces do not qualify for
exclusion of income earned during the
months they work in a CZ or QHDA. At
present, no legislation is pending to
change this situation. The income
exclusion applies only to members of the
uniformed military services.

As of Jan.16, TurboTax is being
made  ava i l ab le  a t  no  cos t  to
servicemembers by the Department
of Defense at Military OneSource.

Please contact your legal office
at 231-3251 if you have questions,
or stop by the Legal office located
in the tower on the f irst  f loor.
(Courtesy of 455th Air Expeditionary
Wing Legal Office)

http://www.militaryonesource.com/

Military OneSource

WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES
Gospel

Sundays …….…. 1730L (1300Z)
Jewish

Fridays ……….... 1900L (1430Z)
Korean Protestant

Sundays ……..… 1545L (1115Z)
Latter Day Saints

Sundays ……….. 1300L (0830Z)
Liturgical Protestant

Sundays ……….. 0830L (0400Z)
Muslim

Fridays …………. 1800L (1330Z)
Seventh Day Adventist

Saturdays ……... 0930L (0500Z)
Protestant

Sundays …….…. 1130L (0700Z)
Roman Catholic

Saturdays ……… 1945L (1515Z)

Sundays ……….... 1000L (0530Z)
OTHER SERVICES, MEETINGS

Catholic Mass
Weekdays …….… 1130L (0700Z)

Chapel Cleanup
Saturdays ……….. 1100L (0630Z)

Gospel Bible Study
Thursdays ………. 1900L (1430Z)

Noon Day Prayer
Weekdays …….… 1215L (0745Z)

Promise Keepers Men’s
Fellowship/Bible Study

(conference room on first floor of
base operations)

Wednesdays ….... 1900L (1430Z)
“Friends of Bill” (AA meeting)

(Inner Strength Café, the
chapel at Camp Lacey)

Saturdays ………. 1930L (1500Z)

FOR PRAYER
Call 231-4755

Armed Forces News
radio stations

Saftey reminder
Check work and living areas to
ensure fire extinguishers are
readily available and charged.            105.7 FM           107.3 FM

103.1 FM

B-Hut Chiefs
    The Camp Mayor is holding
a B-Hut chief’s meeting 1600L
Sunday in the Rec Tent.
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By Staff Sgt. Jennifer Redente
Editor

For the men and women
deployed here from bases
around the world, the 455th

Expeditionary Security Forces
Squadron has been an
assignment to remember
through their job of
protecting military assets, to
making new friends and
giving to local nationals.

The mission of these
Airmen is to provide airfield
security for all Air Force,
Army and Navy resources on
the flightline, said Capt. Jon
Carlson, 455 ESFS Operations
officer.

 “Here at Bagram, our
mission dictated we provide
flightline security, but not
base security with this being
an Army-run base,” said
Master Sgt. William
Makaneole, 455 ESFS
Operations superintendent.
“That alone created a new
experience not only for me
but for a lot of my troops, but
in the end, I believe we
adjusted well to our new
environment, and everyone
will be leaving [Bagram
Airfield] knowing they played
a vital role in Operation
Enduring Freedom.”

The accomplishments of
the 455 ESFS are endless,
according to Captain Carlson.

Since August the Airmen
provided security for three
Adopt-a-Village humanitarian
relief efforts, augmented 34
off-base missions providing

Deployment brings Airmen together
to share memorable experiences

Photo by Staff Sgt. Marcus D. McDonald

Camp Cunningham’s new arrivals are shown how
to clear an M-9  pistol during their Combat Orientation
by Tech. Sgt. Michael Bartels, 455th Expeditionary
Security Forces Squadron Training NCOIC.

security for the Office of
Special Investigations
gathering intelligence and
destroying weapons caches,
provided fly-away security
for Air Force assets on 20
missions to various forward
operating bases and austere
locations, said the captain.

“It’s been a busy and
very productive six months,”

the captain said. “In addition
to providing tight airfield
security, we’ve secured the
airfield for numerous in-flight
and ground emergencies,
established the foundation
for implementing a Joint
Defense Operations Center
with the Army to provide
increased operational
cohesion on BAF, and

developed the first
Installation Security Plan and
Installation Security
Instruction for BAF.”

Captain Carlson added
the OSI missions were among
the memories he would take
back to his home station at
Yokota Air Base, Japan.

“Seizing and destroying
weapons caches made me
feel like we were making a true
contribution and difference to
the overall security of the
base and region around
BAF,” said the captain.

While some members
will remember the job
experience during their stay
here, others said they will
take home the memory of
helping those in need.

Senior Airman Aaron
Pena, 455 ESFS member, and
his counterparts who
volunteered in the various
Adopt-a-Village humanitarian
relief efforts said they will
remember the response of
local nationals as the Airmen
handed out given basic
necessities.

“Seeing the expression
of appreciation on their
faces when they received
small items we sometimes
take for granted in the
United States and knowing
we made a positive impact
on their lives has made this
the most enjoyable
deployment I have been
on,” said Airman Pena, an
Edinburg, Texas, native.

— See ‘Security forces,’

 Page 8



Bagram Bullet                                Fighting Terror, Finding Peace                             January 27, 20067

Bagram’s Best

        Airman Horner is deployed here as a third
country national escort under the 455th Expedition-
ary Security Forces Squadron. He is deployed from
the 354th Maintenance Squadron,Eielson Air Force
Base, Alaska, where he works as a munitions
specialist. Airman Horner calls Santa Rosa, Calif.,
home.
         His goal while serving in the Air Force is to
“experience people, places and events many will
never have the opportunity to have.Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer Redente

Airman 1st Class
Matthew J. Horner
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Security forces provide more than
airfield security while at Bagram

455th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron courtesy photo

PARWAN PROVINCE, Afghanistan — During a recent Adopt-A-Village
visit, Staff Sgt. Ben Haines, 455th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron
Pass and Identification NCO in charge and Tactical Automated Security
System administrator, provides perimeter security as members of the
455th Air Expeditionary Wing hand out basic winter necessities and
school supplies to local nationals. Sergeant Haines is deployed to Bagram
Airfield from 374th Security Forces Squadron, Yokota Air Base, Japan.

“Helping the local Afghans through humanitarian
support was really satisfying,” said Captain Carlson. “You
know you’ve made a positive difference to all the Afghans
by giving them clothing and blankets to help get them
through the winter. The support we give to the Afghan
children is probably the most important, simply because
they are the future of Afghanistan.”

While assisting in the Adopt-a-Village reliefs, Sergeant
Makaneole said he became grateful for what he has at
home station at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii.

“Being a part of Operation Enduring Freedom and
seeing how the people of Afghanistan live… it makes you

appreciate everything we have back in the United
States,” said Sergeant Makaneole.

As for Airman Pena, he will remember spending time
with friends, both new and old, during his deployment at
Bagram.

Hut 95, residents in Airman Pena’s living quarters
while at Bagram, made this deployment fun and
memorable, said the Texan, who said he wouldn’t have
wanted it any other way.

While it’s unpleasant to be away from family and
friends during Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years,
Captain Carlson, who calls Formoso, Kansas, home, said
the Airmen of the 455 ESFS have “been motivated and
dedicated for the entire tour, which is a tough thing to do
when you’re deployed for six months and miss all the
‘major’ holidays.”

“I’ve been extremely proud,” he said.
“The guys and gals of this unit are some
of the best I’ve had the privilege of
working with.”

“Volunteering to extend and deploy
to Afghanistan has been one of the
smartest and best things I have done in
my life,” said the captain. “I’m proud to
have made my final contribution in the Air
Force while at a deployed location and am
honored to have served along side my
fellow security forces members in support
of a worthy cause.”

One of the ways the squadron
leaders showed their support was by
holding barbeques, which Airman Pena
said helped the 455 ESFS “become a
tightly knit unit that we are today.”

 “All in all, it’s been a rewarding
deployment,” the Hawaii native said.
“These troops, many on their first
deployment, did their job, and in my
humble opinion did it well. I think we set a
high bench mark for our relief to match.”

 The 455 ESFS has received two Air
Expeditionary Wing Top Performer awards
and three Expeditionary Mission Support
Group Top Performer awards since they
arrived in August.

From Page 6

Security forces


