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— See ‘JTAC equipment,’ Page 4

By Staff Sgt. Jennifer Redente
Editor

Airmen of the 4th Expeditionary Air
Support Operations Squadron briefed the
455th Air Expeditionary Wing leaders here
Saturday on their mission and the equipment
used to support close-air support missions.

“The purpose of the briefing was to
show what we bring to the fight,” said Senior
Mas te r  Sg t .  E r i c  Kibby,  4 th EASOS
superintendent. “We wanted to show how
joint terminal attack controllers travel with
the ground forces.”

“JTACs maintain contact with the Air
Support Operations Center to coordinate
and brief pilots in CAS missions,” said
Capt. Kliff Mosley, 20th Expeditionary Air
Support Operations Squadron officer in
charge. “JTACs go out with Army units, and
based  o ff  the  g round  commander ’s
decisions, JTACs call in coordinates to
supporting aircraft in order to neutralize
enemy threats.”

  Staff Sgt. Jason T. Nieves, a squadron
JTAC, spearheaded the briefing for Brig.
Gen. Bruce E. Burda, 455th Air Expeditionary
Wing and Air Component Coordination
Element commander, about the information
on the mission and equipment of JTACs.

To do this, Sergeant Nieves suited up
to  show wha t  a  JTAC ca r r i e s  on  a
dismounted mission.

The equipment can vary based on each
mission, but the basic essentials include

ASOS team explains
mission, equipment

Formin’ it up
Tech. Sgt. Velton A. Hall pours quickset cement while
Senior Airman William B. Walker, rear right, and
Airman 1st Class James G. Beacraft, left, use trowels to
float the cement evenly. The Airmen are Horizontal
journeymen and Sergeant Hall is a Horizontal craftsman.
They are all assigned to the 455th Expeditionary Civil
Engineer Squadron. The Airmen were pouring cement
for a barricade to protect a fiberglass holding tank here.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer Redente
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“A mental position or feeling with regard to a fact or state”
By Lt. Col. Andrew R. Bouck
455th Operations Group commander

Not that I never have problems or difficulties, but I
always try to stay positive and happy. While I don’t ignore
my problems because they won’t go
away on their own, I simply choose
not to dwell on them.  Thanks to my
parents who always encouraged me
to look on the bright side of things, or
to understand that every cloud does
have a silver lining if you look for it.
This sort of personal mechanism has
been with me since my earliest years.

 In lousy times when things
aren’t going according to plan, the
firm belief that things will get better
has always got me through. For a
long time, I used to believe I was just
lucky. Things just happened to come
my way, or perhaps I was born under
some lucky star, but the longer I look
at it, the more I come to realize there’s
more to it.

Thomas Jefferson once said; “I am a great believer in
luck. I find that the harder I work the more I have of it.”

In essence, you will make your own luck. Whether it’s
good or bad depends on your attitude.

It’s amazing how many doors open to people whose
best attribute is a good disposition. I have a friend. Let’s
call him Ernie. Ernie spent much of his time in school
involved with sports, social activities and helping other
people His grades suffered accordingly. Ultimately, he
graduated quite happily with a 1.95 grade point average.
Certainly not stellar, but he did graduate and was happy
about that. Ernie worked the next couple of years at various

auto-parts companies as an assistant or a store manager but
was always optimistic he was going places. He never
doubted for a minute he was going to someday be
successful in corporate America. He plugged away at his
job, did well and kept sending out resumes. He finally got

hired for a large pharmaceutical corporation at
an entry level sales position.

I spoke to Ernie a couple of months ago.
He’s now a regional sales manager for the same
corporation earning a six digit income plus
benefits. If one was to look strictly at academic
performance, he would’ve been near last place
on the prognostication poll for heading a major
corporate sales team. It’s not accidental nor a
matter of luck, as some might try to convince
themselves. Ernie’s secret is simple and costs
nothing. It’s all about attitude.

Ernie is the kind of person who never quits.
He’s the eternal optimist who sees the good side
of issues and problems. He’s the person who will
always find an alternative solution to which
everyone will nod their head in agreement.

Colin Powell is credited with “optimism is
a force multiplier.” I couldn’t agree more. In a

military organization, pessimism will rot the unit, destroying
its ability to function effectively. The truly great leaders are
those who can stare into the face of an unbelievably bad
situation and turn it around through a firm conviction that it
can be done, and things will get better.  Clinical studies
have shown people who are positive and happy tend to
promote it in others. In organizations, this effect promotes
productivity and job satisfaction.

My point is this - stay positive, never quit and be a
force multiplier.

Henry Ford: “Whether you think you can or you can’t,
you are probably right.”

FIN

Colonel Bouck
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Brief Bullets
March events

Services hosts events 1900L everyday in the Rec
Tent. Bingo and open dance is tonight. To provide ideas
on what servicemembers want, contact Master Sgt. Rick
Stiles at 231-4360.

IG complaints
Col. John R. Buckingham, 455th Air Expeditionary Wing

vice commander, was recently appointed as the Inspector General
local liaison. Personnel wishing to file an IG complaint may do so
at any level without the fear of reprisal. Airmen wishing to contact
the IG liaison may call 231-4037. For guidance on proper filing
procedures and policy, members should refer to Air Force Instruc-
tion, Inspector General Complaints Resolution, 90-301.

Lyrical Lounge
Services hosts the Lyrical Lounge 1900L Sundays

in the Rec Tent. Airmen are welcome to come and listen to
others or sing karaoke themselves.

For more information, call Master Sgt. Rick
Stiles at 231-4360.

Laundry service
KBR offers a free laundry service Mondays, Wednes-

days and Fridays. This is limited to 20 items including the
bag. Personnel should take bags and completed DA Form
2886 to the Services tent by 1000L. For more informa-
tion, call Master Sgt. Rick Stiles at 231-4360.

SARC
Camp Cunningham has a sexual assault response coor-

dinator assigned here. The 455th Air Expeditionary Wing has
a zero tolerance policy on sexual assault.

People wishing to contact the SARC for more infor-
mation, or to report a sexual assault, may call Capt. Henry
Alexander, the 455th AEW’s Sexual Assault Response Coor-
dinator. His office is in building 737 on Camp Cunningham,
and he can be contacted at 231-2245.

Services entertainment

MTA meeting
The next Middle Tier Association meeting is sched-

uled for 1800L Wednesday in the Town Hall. The Middle
Tier Association is for staff and technical sergeants who
want to be involved in morale functions here.

Basketball tournament
The three on three basketball tournament hosted

by the Airmen Committed to Excellence has been
rescheduled for 0800L Sunday. Teams may sign up
for the event in the PERSCO tent.

Camp Cunningham event
Texas Hold’em Championship Round

1900L Saturday in the Rec Tent

NANCE

DCUs and Air Force
physical training uniforms
are mandatory when din-
ning at any of the facilities
on Bagram Airfield.

No bags, purses or back-
packs are allowed in any
of the dinning facilities.

DFAC hours
Breakfast
0530  to 0900L

Lunch
1130  to 1330L

1630  to 2100L

Midnight
2330  to 0100L

Dinner

     Bank of American offers a Web site where Airmen can make payments on their Government Travel Card. In order to complete the
process, users will need their Government Travel Card account number and security code and their bank’s routing number and
account number. The Web site is: https://www.myeasypayment.com/enter.aspx

     Airmen can view pay information, leave and earning statements, W-2s and more at the myPay Web site:
https://mypay.dfas.mil/mypay.aspx

     Airmen deployed for more than 30 days may submit an accrual travel voucher for reimbursement for major expenses related to
travel for the deployment. The Accrual Travel Voucher Request Form can be accessed on the Virtual MPF Web site at:
https://ww3.afpc.randolph.af.mil/vmpf/ATVoucher/Pages/Intro.asp

Financial information for deployed Airmen
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There are Airmen arriving here without their malaria
medication and needing immunizations.  It’s critical to stress the
importance of taking preventive measures.

The medical care for locals is practically non-existent. This
translates into rampant diseases that we haven’t seen in America
for 40 to 50 years. Some of the more deadly diseases present here
include malaria, typhoid, smallpox, anthrax, tuberculosis and
Crimean Congo hemorrhagic fever.

These illnesses are present in this community. Some
of these diseases are fatal, and there is no treatment for
them if Airmen contract these diseases. The point is, Airmen
need to get their shots. They are safe and much safer than
being exposed to these diseases. The Medical Flight is
sending out lists of those who need shots to the first
sergeants. Even if some think they aren’t supposed to be

Warning: Warm months bring insects out
Take medication, ensure immunizations  are current
By Maj. (Dr.) Basil M. Griffin
Fight surgeon

radios, Global Positioning System receiver,
ammunition, food, water and clothing. All
together the equipment weighs roughly 80
pounds, Sergeant Kibby said.

“As members of the joint team, our JTACs
have excelled across the battlefield, lugging
incredible amounts of equipment and weapons
across incredible terrain, to ensure we provide
the right combat air power on target, as quickly
as possible,” General Burda said.

“The JTACs and other battlefield Airmen
have really done an outstanding job here in
Afghanistan,” he said. “They endure all the
same hardships and challenges on the ground
that the Soldiers and Marines face. I am very
proud of all of our Airmen who directly and
indirectly support the fight, particularly these
Airmen who help bring the full range of air
power to bear on the enemy.”

Staff Sgt. Jason T. Nieves briefs Brig. Gen. Bruce E. Burda on
the equipment joint terminal attack controllers use in the field
to communicate with pilots and ground troops. Sergeant Nieves
is a 4th Expeditionary Air Support Operations Squadron JTAC,
and General Burda is the 455th Air Expeditionary Wing and
Air Component Coordination Element commander.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer Redente

From Page 1

JTAC equipment

Joint tactical attack controller briefs general

on the list, they should stop
by the clinic and get it cleared
up.

For those who did not get
their malaria medication at home
base, the Medical Flight cannot
supply 120 days of Mefloquin
as a rule. A few weeks of
medication can be given, until
Airmen can get in touch with
their base to have them send
more medication here.

Two forms of malaria are
present here, and the temps are
getting high enough for the insects to start coming out.

Remember, more than 85 percent of all injuries and fatalities
in every war have been due to disease. Don’t become a liability.

Take the appropriate medication and immunizations to
prevent serious illness, or even death.
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POL in action

Above: While completing cryogenic issue forms, Senior
Airman Michael P. Brady fills a 50 gallon liquid oxygen
cart. Airman Brady is assigned to the 455th Expeditionary
Logistics Readiness Squadron Petroleum Oil and Lubri-
cant element as a fuels journeyman. He is also the Air
Force fuels laboratory lab technician here.
Left: Airman 1st Class Jay C. Pickle, 455th Expeditionary
Logistics Readiness Squadron Petroleum Oil and Lubri-
cant element mobile distribution operator, pulls out a fuel
hose to fill an A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft. POL here deliv-
ers more than 415,000 gallons of fuel every week.

Left: Senior Airman Michael P.
Brady places two milliliters of dis-
tilled water into JP-8 fuel for tests.
Below: Airman 1st Class Jay C.
Pickle connects a hose to the bot-
tom loader for fill stand operations.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer Redente
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Pick up a dictionary and look up the Air Force
core values and you’ll probably see this Airman’s
picture next to its definition.

Staff Sgt. Kevin J. Strickland, 455th Expeditionary
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron inspection section
craftsman, exemplifies those three core values of
Integrity First, Service Before Self and Excellence In
All We Do, deploying for the eighth time in his nine-
year Air Force tenure.

“I have volunteered for almost every
deployment I’ve been on,” Sergeant Strickland said.
“The Air Force needs people to deploy, and if I go,
that means someone else can stay at home with their
family.”

Sergeant Strickland, who is currently deployed
here, uses the knowledge he’s gained from his
deployments to help mentor other Airmen.

“Other Airmen in my shop get anxious and
nervous when they hear they have to deploy,” he
said. “I try and help them understand what they can
expect when they deploy and how they can best be
prepared.”

Sergeant Strickland’s home station flight commander,
Capt. Eric Klein, 354th Maintenance Squadron, beamed
with pride while talking about Sergeant Strickland.

“He is a very hard worker that truly has a
passion for what he does for a living and for
everyone around him,” he said. “Sergeant Strickland
was vital during our pre-deployment preparation by
not only handling the overwhelming workload, but
also by finishing his 7-level training while ensuring
his troops were prepared and ready to deploy.”

A decade ago, the dedicated crew chief was
stocking shelves at a local grocery store in his
hometown of Beaufort, S.C., when he decided he
wanted to do something more with his life.

“I was working a dead-end job that was taking
me nowhere, so I joined the Air Force,” he said. “Now
I have a job I love, and I get to see the world while
doing that job.”

As an A-10 crew chief, Sergeant Strickland is
responsible for thorough inspection of the A-10 and
its parts, checking for everything from fluid levels
and holes or leaks, to bad wiring and foreign object
debris. He has also worked on helicopters, C-130s,
KC-135s, UA-V Predators and various fighter aircraft.

By Airman 1st Class Justin Weaver
354th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Airman deploys for eighth time in nine years

“It’s always rewarding to see the aircraft you
spend hours repairing, inspecting and tweaking,
take-off, perform a mission and come back
successfully,” he said.

Sergeant Strickland’s wife, Heather, who he
married in April of 2004, said she is proud of her
husband and his dedication.

“I don’t like to see him leave, but I understand
why he has to go,” she said. “Someone once told
me that by marrying an Airman, I was also marrying
the Air Force. That’s true, but I am so proud of what
he does and the country he serves – that helps
make everything okay.”

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer Redente

To secure a leading edge panel, Staff Sgt. Kevin J.
Strickland, 455th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron inspection section craftsman, uses an 18-volt
drill to secure it back onto the horizontal stabilizer of
an A-10 Tunderbotlt II in the phase hanger here.
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 Other Plausible Denial cartoons are available on the S:/SHARED FILES/PLAUSIBLE DENIAL.

WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES
Gospel

Sundays …….…. 1730L (1300Z)
Jewish

Fridays ……….... 1900L (1430Z)
Korean Protestant

Sundays ……..… 1545L (1115Z)
Latter Day Saints

Sundays ……….. 1300L (0830Z)
Liturgical Protestant

Sundays ……….. 0830L (0400Z)
Muslim

Fridays …………. 1800L (1330Z)
Seventh Day Adventist

Saturdays ……... 0930L (0500Z)
Protestant

Sundays …….…. 1130L (0700Z)
Roman Catholic

Saturdays ……… 1945L (1515Z)

Sundays ……….... 1000L (0530Z)
OTHER SERVICES, MEETINGS

Catholic Mass
Weekdays …….… 1130L (0700Z)

Chapel Cleanup
Saturdays ……….. 1100L (0630Z)

Gospel Bible Study
Thursdays ………. 1900L (1430Z)

Noon Day Prayer
Weekdays …….… 1215L (0745Z)

Promise Keepers Men’s
Fellowship/Bible Study

(conference room on first floor of
base operations)

Wednesdays ….... 1900L (1430Z)
“Friends of Bill” (AA meeting)

(Inner Strength Café, the
chapel at Camp Lacey)

Saturdays ………. 1930L (1500Z)

FOR PRAYER
Call 231-4755
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Bagram’s Best

       Airman Sentilles is deployed here as an A-10 Thunder-
bolt II combat armament systems technician assigned to the
455th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance Squadron from
the 354th Maintenance Squadron, Eielson Air Force Base,
Alaska. His home town is Covington, La.
       While serving in the Air Force, Airman Sentilles wants
to make staff sergeant in the next testing cycle and hopes his
cross-training package is approved to retrain into the aerial
gunner career field.
       Airman Sentilles recently responded to an inoperable
ammunition loading assembly on the flightline. He discov-
ered the ALA had jammed with three damaged 30mm
rounds, one was punctured, one with the projectile crushed
and the third had damage to the casing. He immediately
notified the appropriate agencies to declare a ground
emergency. His discovery prevented possible catastrophic
injury to personnel and equipment.

Senior Airman
Christopher J. Sentilles

Staff Sgt.
Karen L. Bishop

       Sergeant Bishop is deployed here as a
special tactics analysis noncommissioned
officer in charge under the 455th Expeditionary
Special Tactics Squadron.  She is a reservist
deployed here from the 123rd STS, Standiford
Field, Louisville, Ky.
      The Louisville native will be promoted in the
near future and hopes to attend the NCO
Academy.

“Afterward, I would like to further my
knowledge in my career field by attending
additional advance training and set the example
for other personnel working in the special ops
community,” Sergeant Bishop said.


