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By Capt. Michael Taylor

407th Expeditionary Services Squadron commander

Education: Time well spent

Capt. Michael Taylor

Senior Airman Adam Smith,
407th Expeditionary
Operations Support
Squadron Air Traffic
Controller,  practices using a
light gun, which is used to
communicate with aircraft
and vehicles when all other
communications have
failied, on Mar. 8, Ali Base,
Iraq. (Photo by Staff Sgt.
Bradley Church)

“See what a little education will
do for you,” those were the exact
words spoken to me by my father as
I finished standing tall in front of the
judge as a juvenile for a speeding
ticket.  My father continued, “That
man just chewed your butt and you
paid him to do it.”

As with any teenager that thinks
they know it all, those words really
stung.  So I guess you could say my
road to an education started that
day.  Those words spoken by my
father stuck in my memory and
spurred me on all the way through
to my Masters degree.

A lot of people talk themselves out
of a degree before they even start.
Time always seems to be the excuse.
Nothing is ever easy, you didn’t make
all your rank overnight and your
degree is no different.  You have to
chip away at it one or two classes at
a time and some of the things you
have already accomplished in the
military gives you a start/credits toward
your degree.

Sure you have to work around your
work schedule and family if you have
one. They have to understand you are
trying to provide a better future just as
you would when studying for rank.

Since you are already separated from
your family here, now would be a perfect
time to collect some college credits. The
famous author Mark Twain once said,
“I have never let my schooling interfere
with my education.”  Well don’t let your
deployment interfere either.

Here is how you can be helped on
your road to an education.  Ali Base
recently opened a new expanded
Education Center for you to start or
continue your educational/career goals.
Currently, the Education Center offers
numerous testing programs including
Professional Military Education, Career
Development Courses, College Level
Examination Program/Defense Activity
for Non-Traditional Student, and civilian
college/university distant learning
courses.

Master Sgt. Steve Butler, NCOIC
Education Center, will be more than
happy to help you take advantage of
“free” CLEP/DANTES exams, which are
worth their weight in gold since there
are no locally instructed courses
available.

These exams can be taken for either
your Community College of the Air Force
or civilian degree without spending any
classroom time.  The Comfort Zone
Library has many study guides for these
exams waiting to be checked out.

Besides testing programs, Sergeant
Butler is also available for CCAF and skill
level upgrade training counseling if
needed.  In the near future, the
Education Center will be connected to
the Air Training Network.

The ATN will allow base personnel via
satellite to be part of education and
training seminars offered back in the
United States.  So be like Mark Twain
and “paddle” your way towards your
educational goals and don’t be weighed
down by the “mud” of a deployment.
Visit the Education Center today!
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Going home...always on my mind

Above: Airman 1st Class Daniel Sanchez,
407th Expeditionary Logistics Readiness
Squadron, hauls luggage from troops
departing Ali Base, Iraq, to go on rest and
relaxation leave in early March.  Bottom left:
Senior Airman Michael Stocker and Staff
Sgt. Jennifer Richardson, 407 ELRS, check-
in personnel departing Ali Base, Iraq, at the
Passenger Terminal. (Photos by Senior
Master Sgt. Jessica D’Aurizio)

As the passenger terminal fades to a blur in the rearview mirror
By Senior Master Sgt. Jessica D’Aurizio

407th Air Expeditionary Group public affairs

Even though it is only halfway through the
rotation, the passenger terminal telephone
number is already programmed in on quite a few
speed dials. “Give me some flight information
please; help me depart on the first plane out,”
are words that continually echo through the
phone line of the terminal.

“I can tell right away when someone is on their
way home,” said Staff Sgt. Jennifer Richardson,
407th Expeditionary Logistics Readiness
Squadron passenger service specialist. “They
have a smile from ear to ear, and are eager to
help build a baggage pallet.” Flights going out of
Ali Base consist of civilians, Army, Navy, Air
Force, foreign military and distinguished visitors.

“There are actually people that show up here
that don’t know where they are going or think
they are going from Ali Base to Tulsa, Oklahoma,”
said Staff Sgt. James Avery, 407 ELRS air
transportation.  “We even have NCOs calling to
ask if a troop has arrived, they have no name, no
flight, or where they are coming from.  It is
entertaining for a while, then extremely
annoying.”

“The best part is when we send people home,”
said Sergeant Richardson. “Army leave personnel
are great…they ask us to confirm their flight time
over and over, because they don’t want to miss
leaving here for some R&R with family.”  C-130s

Continued on page 7:

Terminal
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Bravo Flight -- Taking the fight to the enemy

The mission of Air Force Security
Forces is to protect the people and
resources on an air base; but the
constant shifting in the nature of
warfare brings up many questions on
how best to accomplish this.

During the Vietnam War, the Air
Force and the Army came to a tactic
agreement that Security Forces would
protect the base from inside the wire,
and the Army would protect it from
outside.  However, the Army often times
found itself stretched thin – too many
missions and not enough troops to do
all those missions.

The Security Forces in charge of
protecting these bases usually found
themselves under attack from indirect
fire weapons, i.e. mortars and rockets,
and could do nothing to protect the
personnel and resources in their
charge.

The situation is much the same
today.  Rockets and mortars are the
preferred method of attack against air
bases by an elusive enemy.

The doctrine since Vietnam has
slowly changed and now Security Forces Airmen are
being trained to counter the surface-to-air missile
footprint as well as indirect weapon fire systems against
an air base.

United States Air Force Security Forces Airmen step
into the combat role with new skills they have learned
and move out past the base perimeter and established
a tactical area of responsibility to keep the enemy at
bay and protect resources and personnel.  This is
where Bravo Flight comes into play.

Bravo Flight is split into two main patrolling units.
The first kind of patrol coordinates their patrols with
the launch and recovery of aircraft onto Ali Base.  Their
primary job is to counter man-portable, shoulder
launched, surface-to-air missiles; providing secure
airspace for all of the aircraft operating out of Ali.  The
patrols have the secondary mission of countering
insurgent and criminal activity directed at the base.
They serve as one of the many lines of defense that an
enemy would have to penetrate to reach the base
populace or its resources.

The second kinds of patrols have a much more
diverse range of missions.  They operate further out
from the base, with their primary mission being to
protect the approaches and departures of aircraft.
They have protected many aircraft from being shot

down through deterrence, and disrupted and
prevented numerous rocket attacks aimed at Ali.

The teams provide security escort and work closely
with other agencies such as Explosive Ordnance
Disposal and Office of Special Investigations when
responding to off-base incidences.

In addition to the off-base patrols, Bravo Flight also
has a few critical posts on base.  One member serves
as part of the Combined Defense Operations Center
team, providing key leadership and experience from
being off base when directing patrols to incidences.

Another Bravo member is posted at Camp Mittica
and serves as a liaison with the Italians, ensuring
smooth coordination between Bravo Flight and all of
the Coalition Forces in the area.  Bravo Flight also
integrates the Military Working Dog, Close Precision
Engagement, and Force Protection Air Surveillance
System sections into the off-base patrols, providing
the most comprehensive coverage possible.

Bravo Flight serves with the distinction of being one
of the few off-base Security Forces patrols in the Area
of Operations.  By working closely with the other
Security Forces Flights and sections, agencies,
branches, and Coalition partners, Bravo Flight
continues to ensure the safety of aircraft coming in or
out and of all those living in Ali Base.

By Chief Master Sgt. James Erwin

407th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron

Maj. Benito Barron takes command of the 407th Expeditionary Security Forces
Squadron as he accepts the squadron flag from Col. Kevin Kilb, 407th Air
Expeditionary Group commander, in a ceremony on Mar. 13, at Ali Base, Iraq.
Looking on is Master Sgt. Devon Stainrod, 407 ESFS First Sergeant. (Photo by
Staff Sgt. Bradley Church)
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As the Security Forces Squadron ends its six month
rotation, we wanted to take this opportunity to look
back at the duties and a few of the events from our
tour in Echo Sector.

Echo’s area of responsibility is from the arches to
the main entry control point and the primary mission
is to control every aspect of the entry process to ensure
the safety and security of Ali Base, Camp Adder and
Camp Mittica. Entry control points are a critical part
of that mission.

There are three entry control checkpoints in the
sector. The main entry control point is the first line of
defense for the base and ensures all vehicles and
personnel seeking entry are authorized. 24 hours a
day, the Airmen and NCOs assigned to this post face
one of our main threats, the Vehicle Borne Improvised
Explosive Device.

During this rotation, a pedestrian gate was added

to the main entry point where all local workers are
screened for entry. There is a secondary checkpoint
to ensure vehicles that need to be searched enter the
“Dirty Lot.”

The final checkpoint, which is also a 24 hour
operation, is at the arches, which provides a final check
to vehicles seeking entry. After the initial entry the
next step for those entering the base is going through
a search.

The personnel and vehicle search teams are
responsible for searching all workers, any hand carried
bags, and vehicles prior to them entering the base.
Members assigned to these teams apply up-to-date
search techniques while staying current with enemy
tactics and techniques. Our search process is often a
cooperative effort with Security Forces K-9 teams and

By 1st Lt. Jack Fyall and Master Sgt.
Lawrence Astle

407th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron

Just another day in Echo

Continued on  page 13:

Echo

Senior Airman Shawn Fernandez, 407th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron Echo Flight, secures the outer perimeter and
checks identification cards on all incoming traffic through Ali Base, Iraq.
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Air Force places 2nd in base Softball Tournament

Left:  Senior Airman Matthew Connell, 407th Expeditonary
Operations Support Squadron, heads to the pitchers mound
during the last game of the base Softball Championship on Mar
12, at Ali Base, Iraq. Right: Senior Airman Shintaku and Staff
Sgt. Nelson, 407 ELRS, talk softball strategy.

The Second Place winners of the base Softball Tournament consisted mainly of Expeditionary Logisitics Readiness Squadron,
along with Expeditionary Operations Support Squadron, Expeditionary Services, Air Expeditionary Group, Expeditionary Security
Forces Squadron.  (Photos by Senior Master Sgt. Jessica D’Aurizio)
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The Top Three from Air and Space Expeditionary
Forces 7/8 designed a memorial to honor fallen
Airmen here for Operation Iraqi Freedom. In the
Group headquarters conference room, the prototype
was unveiled.  The names currently total twenty-
two that will be placed on the monument. Former
Air Force members donated the sculpture of the Air
Force wing and engraved the name plates. The
memorial frame was built in the 407th Expeditionary
Logistics Readiness Squadron and the concrete
base will be poured by the 407th Expeditionary Civil
Engineer Squadron in the near future. The targeted
completion date is sometime in April. Shown left are
four of the original committee members, Senior
Master Sgts. William Megnin and Paul Jentzen,
Master Sgts. Ruth Love and David Marks, all from
the 407 ELRS.  (Photo by Senior Master Sgt. Jessica
D’Aurizio)

Airman Memorial protoype unveiled

and C-17s are the most common aircraft that land for
passengers at Ali Base, Iraq. The C-130s usually land
and leave their engines running.

“We run up the ramp and talk with the load master
to let him/her know how many and where the
passengers are going, and give them a manifest,” said
Sergeant Richardson. “In return, the load master gives
us a passenger manifest for the people they are
dropping off here.” The 407 ELRS provides pallet build
up for Air Force and Army personnel, and at times,
assist coalition forces. The majority of coalition forces
consist of Romanians, Australians, Japanese, and
Italians.

“Sometimes, a quick response is required, especially
dealing with coalition forces because of the language
barrier,” said Staff Sgt. Brian Higgins, 407 ELRS. “We
do what we can to help them, and they are always
grateful for the hospitality. It has been a very good
experience working with the coalition forces.” The
Passenger Terminal also has its’ sad moments when
trying to get people out on emergency leave and having
flights canceled for days due to weather or non-
availability.

“It has made our job harder with the 777th

Expeditionary Airlift Squadron leaving,” said Sergeant
Richardson. “We have fewer flights to move people than
we did with their C-130s.” There are approximately 8
flights a week that requires either in-or out-processing
at the passenger terminal.

The passenger terminal is not the starting point for
departure information/reservations. First, contact your
unit redeployment manager and provide him/her with
a copy of your travel orders. Once they have your orders
they will provide you with out-processing instructions.
Also, they will request the departure date and flight
through the terminal. Once the date has been approved

Terminal
from page 3....................................................................................................................................................................................

and the reservations have been made, your URM will
be notified, thus passing the information to the
departing person.

Staff Sgt. Jennifer Richardson, 407 ELRS, builds a luggage pallet
for an Army R & R flight leaving Ali Base, Iraq, in mid March.
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Firefighters battle tire fire in the burnpit
Top: Senior Airman Andy
Gerdeman and Tech. Sgt. DJ
Rousseau, 407th Civil Engineer
Squadron firefighters, rest after
putting out a tire fire at the Burn
Pit at Ali Base, Iraq. Bottom left:
Staff Sgt. Ed Tobin, 407 ECES,
works connections on the fire
truck  providing water to fight the
tire fire.  Middle right: Firefighters
from the 407 ECES battle the tire
fire with a water hose.   Bottom
right: Tech. Sgt. James Ralls, 407
ECES safety officer on the scene,
directs firefighters and water
trucks as they battle the tire fire.
The Fire Department responds to
a variety of different calls, but this
is the first fire since their rotation
started. The majority of their
responses are to medical calls,
traffic accidents, suspicious
packages, and fire alarms.
(Photos by Senior Master Sgt.
Jessica D’Aurizio)
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The Season of Lent

Maj. James Bailey

By Maj. James Bailey

407th Air Expeditionary Group chaplain

The forty days of Lent are
observed by many Christian
communities. Each Christian
community that observes Lent does
so according to their own tradition.
Therefore, there are many different
ways that Lent is observed. This
article will address some of the ways
that Lent is observed in the Roman
Catholic Church. However, there is
one caveat. I will write about Lent
from my personal experiences
growing up Catholic and as a
Catholic priest.

My earliest recollections of Lent
are as a five-year-old. It was okay
to go to church on Sunday, but I
was having a meltdown on Ash
Wednesday evening. My older
brother and I were yanked away
from the television set and forced
to be dressed in our Sunday best.
What the heck was this? Church on
Wednesday night; right in the
middle of western movie night on
NBC?

To make matters even worse I
was more than slightly confused
when I saw the priest putting big
dark spots on peoples’ foreheads. I
just knew in my heart that if he put
one on my forehead I was going to
have to take another bath before
going to bed that night.

Those being the days when little
Catholic boys dared not speak out
during the mass I quietly
approached the altar rail and
succumbed to receiving the ashes.
It wasn’t until we left the church
that my brother and I had a good
time laughing at the sight of
everybody with smudges on their
foreheads. This entertainment was
almost as good as western movie
night.

Growing up Catholic there were
numerous other Lenten practices
that I became immersed in over the
years. Stations of the Cross were
held on Friday afternoons or nights,

and we had to fast
on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday
and abstain from
eating meat on
Fridays.

There was also
Palm Sunday when
we received palms
when entering the
church and
reminded by our
parents that since
they had been
blessed by the
priest we were not
to use them as
weapons to slap our
siblings with;
especially during
the Palm Sunday
mass.

Parents didn’t
really have to worry
about that since the
nuns had their eyes
glued to “their”
students who attended the local
Catholic elementary school.

From sixth through eighth grade,
my classmate Stephen never caught
on that sister was lasered in on him
and the whole class got extra
entertainment on every Monday
following Palm Sunday. Sister
punished the entire seventh grade
class one Lent because my fifty-five
classmates and I just couldn’t stop
giggling in church during daily mass
when all the statues, the tabernacle,
Stations of the Cross and the
crucifix were covered with purple
cloths for Passion Week: the
weekdays between Palm Sunday
and Easter Sunday. She didn’t
appreciate our calling it the “Church
of the Purple Ghosts.”

As a Catholic priest, I always
enjoy answering the question,
“Father, what are you giving up for
Lent?” For parishioners that can

take a joke I sometimes respond:
“Giving up parish council meetings,
liturgy committee meetings,
wedding rehearsals, baptisms and
hearing confessions.”

In all seriousness, I believe the
focus of Lent for Catholics ought to
be for us to seek ways to slow down
our “busyness” and take time out
each day to engage in spiritual
activity.

This can be as simple as taking
several minutes each day to reflect
silently on our relationship with
God and neighbor.

The Catholic Church also offers
more formal ways to help focus on
spiritual nourishment via daily
mass, Stations of the Cross, and
other devotions relevant to the
cultural diversity reflected in our
parishes.
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Customs and Courtesies - Mementos and their presentation
(Editors Note: This is part six of a series to address military customs and courtesies. This part will deal with
mementoes and their presentation. Information is taken from “Til the Wheels are Up.”)

Presenting gifts to visitors and guests is an age old
custom. This custom continues today and is a good
way to not only show appreciation to your guests but
also provide them with a reminder of their visit.

Most military organizations present mementos
either containing an organizational emblem.

The old adage “it’s the thought that counts” really
is true. Mementos need not be large or expensive (in
most cases the amount of funds that can be spent is
limited by regulation) to make a positive impression.

If unit funds are to be expended, determine what,
if any, category of funds (appropriated or
nonappropriated) applies to the visitors.
Presentation

Although gift giving can be a relatively straight
forward process, there are a few basic principles that
apply:
   a. Advance coordination is crucial — especially when
dealing with foreign visitors. It is important to inform
them (or their representative) in advance in case they
want to make a reciprocal gift presentation.

If they are not prepared to reciprocate, determine if
this will cause any embarrassment to the visitor. If so,
cancel the presentation. The reverse of this situation
is also true. If the visitor plans to give your principal a
gift, ask if there should also be a reciprocal gift
presentation.
   b. For large groups, if all members are of the same
relative rank, it is appropriate to present each with a
similar gift. If one or two members are clearly of a
higher rank than the rest of the group, it is appropriate
to present them with a “higher order” gift. This is clearly
a judgment call. In either case, make sure you have
the approval of your principal.
   c. The presentation of the memento is also important.
There are no strict rules, but consider making the
presentation when it will have the greatest impact. Here
are some suggestions:

1. Following lunch or dinner with the most senior
staff member the individual or group will meet. Small
mementos can be pre-positioned at the table.

2. At the conclusion of a briefing or presentation
attended by a senior staff member.

3. Following an office call with the Commander or
his/her representative.

4. At the conclusion of a major speech at a dinner
or dining-in or dining-out, presented by the host or
president of the mess.
  d. Wrapping gifts is an important, but often
overlooked process. Attractive wrapping paper,
ribbons, and bows as appropriate and can make as

good an impact as the gift itself. (Japanese guests have
been known to appreciate the presentation, e.g.
wrapping paper and ribbon, just as much as the gift
itself.)

The opposite also holds true — if the gift is presented
in an unattractive package (shipping container, etc.),
it can send a negative message. Do not wrap gifts in
such a manner that it will be difficult to open them.

Too much ribbon or tape can create a time
consuming struggle that detracts from the
presentation. If the visitor will be departing shortly
after the presentation, be prepared to pack the gift for
travel.

Do not try to shortcut this process by filling the gift
box with excessive packing material prior to the
presentation. An alternative is to include a short note
or card suggesting you will mail the gift for the recipient
if he or she desires.
   e. A good hint is to use a breakaway box for wrapping.
In this manner, the gift is secured in a box, and the lid
and the box are wrapped or taped with ribbon
separately. This permits the honoree simply to remove
the lid to get to the gift. This is especially advantageous
if the honoree must open the gift in front of a large
crowd.
Frequently Asked Question: Can nonappropriated
funds be used to purchase a retirement gift? Yes, but
remember the aggregate cost cannot exceed $20. You
cannot supplement the $20.
Limitations on gifts for subordinates

Employees and military members generally may not:
Directly or indirectly give a gift to or make a donation
for a gift for an official superior. They may not solicit a
contribution from another employee or member for a
gift to his own or the other employee’s or member’s
official superior, or  directly or indirectly accept a gift
from a subordinate employee or member, unless:  The
employees/members are not in a subordinate-superior
relationship; and,  a personal relationship between the
employees or members justifies the gift  superiors may
accept gifts from subordinates on special, infrequent
occasions. The occasions must be of personal
significance, such as marriage, or occasions that
terminates a superior-subordinate relationship, such
as retirement or transfer.

Superiors may not accept a gift from a donating
group if the market value exceeds $300.00

Individuals may not be asked to contribute more
than $10 towards a group gift, but may choose to
contribute more.

“The greatest gift we can bestow on others is a good example.” ............Anonymous
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Walking the line
By Maj. Tom Emmolo

407th Air Expeditionary Group Chief of Safety

The 407th Air Expeditionary
Group held its first weekly Foreign
Object Damage walk.  “This was the
first of many FOD walks here at Ali
Base,” says Master Sgt. Phillip
Coward, 407 AEG, FOD prevention
manager or FOD Boss.

The walks are designed to sweep
both the North and East ramps,
removing debris that could
potentially damage taxiing aircraft.
Every aircraft that transits through
Ali Base is susceptible to damage
from loose debris.

“This rotation, we have taken a
serious stance on FOD,” according
to Sergeant Coward.  “We have
rewritten an outdated FOD
instruction and have been working
hard to ensure all drivers are
accomplishing rollover FOD

This is your chance to be a
winner and help promote flight
line safety!  The 407th Air
Expeditionary Group Safety
Office will lead a weekly Foreign
Object Damage prevention walk.
Each week, the FOD Boss will
hide a golden bolt somewhere in
the FOD walk area; the person
who finds the bolt wins a free
“Know Safety, no Pain T-Shirt!”
It is just that simple.  To
participate, please meet at the
entrance to the North Ramp by
the US Army Helicopters at 9
a.m. every Monday.

Find the
Golden Bolt

Win a free T-Shirt!

“We found about 20 pounds of rocks and debris including
two bolts and an expended M-16 round.”

Maj. Tom Emmolo

checks.”  FOD carried in from
vehicles tires are a big culprit of
FOD.  Rollover FOD checks helps
eliminate this threat.

Additionally, Ali’s taxiways
exacerbate this problem due to the
deterioration and spalling on many
of the concrete slabs.  These
taxiways have taken a lot of
punishment over the years, and the
Iraqis made no repairs in the past
13 years prior to Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Ongoing ramp repairs hope to
alleviate many of these bad concrete
slabs, but until we can ensure a
FOD free ramp, FOD walks will
continue.  Anyone can help.  The
safety staff will be more than glad
to have all the volunteers possible.
Meet every Monday at 9 a.m. at the
entrance to the North Ramp, off of
Airport Road.

Left: Lt. Col. John Stublar,  407th Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron, along
with a group of approximately 30 other 407th personnel, walked the flightline in search
of FOD at Ali Base, Iraq.  Right: Airman 1st Class Jessica Chase, 407 ELRS, with her
FOD bag in hand, collects debris from the flightline on Mar. 13, at Ai Base, Iraq.
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Commissaries take steps to stop counterfeit coupons

Firefighter wins Yearly Award
Airman Christopher Cruz, 407th Expeditionary Civil Engineer
Squadron, was awarded the Travis Air Force Base Firefighter
of the Year for 2005. Airman Cruz’s homestation is the 60th
Civil Engineer Squadron, at Travis. He won this award for
actions here at Ali Base, Iraq. His tour is six months long and
he arrived in October and will be here until April. This award
is processed from a 100 person department, where about 60
people are military. This award is presented by the Rotary
Club and the Solano County Fireman’s Association at an
annual awards banquet. The package is now at Air Mobility
Command to compete for Command Firefighter of the Year.
Airman Cruz was selected for his outstanding
accomplishments throughout the year.

FORT LEE, Va. (AFPN) — Be
careful how you get your Internet
coupons, say Defense Commissary
Agency officials.

They are alerting customers
about a recent rise in the use of
fraudulent Internet or home-
printed coupons and steps the
agency has taken to address the
issue.

“Counterfeit coupons are
circulating on the Internet through
auction services, message boards,
e-mails and other means causing
millions of dollars in losses to the
grocery industry,” said Scott
Simpson, DeCA’s chief operating
officer.

Commissaries gladly accept
Internet or home-printed coupons
provided they meet these
requirements: the coupons must
have “dot-scan” bars below
expiration dates or bar codes with
Product Identification Numbers, or
PINs, and they can’t be for free
products. Legitimate Internet
coupons are featuring new dot-scan
bars below their expiration dates.
The dot-scan bars look like bar
codes with broken bar patterns.

This is an expansion of
acceptance criteria for home-
printed coupons because
counterfeit coupons have shown up
recently in commissaries and other
supermarkets nationwide. Officials

By Rick Brink

Defense Commissary Agency
are pointing to Internet trading as
the source of the counterfeit
coupons.

Fraudulent coupons presented
recently at commissaries were for
products ranging from laundry
detergents and deli meats to sodas
and over-the-counter medications.
Defining more stringent
requirements for stores to accept
home-printed coupons is one phase
of action the agency is taking to
combat the problem.

Educating customers about how
to avoid getting taken by counterfeit
coupons is the other phase, and it’s
been described as the best line of
defense against possible fraud, Mr.
Simpson said.

People who purchase or trade
coupons are inherently at risk of
receiving counterfeit coupons,
therefore customers shouldn’t buy
or trade for coupons. The sale or
transfer of coupons is a violation of
virtually all manufacturers’ coupon
redemption policies, according to
the Coupon Information Center —
a coupon industry watchdog. These
policies are printed on the coupons.

Customers can be assured they
are not obtaining counterfeits if they
get their coupons directly from
newspapers or magazines, directly
from a manufacturer or from some
other legitimate coupon channel
including Internet sites.

Here are some tips to avoid
possible counterfeit coupons:

— Look for the dot-scan bar below
the expiration date on Internet
coupons. If they don’t have a dot-
scan bar, look for a PIN and bar
code. Many now have both a dot-
scan bar along with a PIN and bar
code.
— Look out for coupons printed on
photocopy, plain white,
photographic or card stock and
coupons with fuzzy images or
misspelled words.
— Look out for unusually long
expiration dates.
— Look out for coupons sent in
electronic format by someone other
than a manufacturer or its
authorized representative.
— Look out for coupons with
printing on only one side.
— Look out for multiple coupons for
the same product with identical
PINs.

The Defense Commissary
Agency operates a worldwide chain
of commissaries providing groceries
to military personnel, retirees and
their families in a safe and secure
shopping environment.

Authorized patrons purchase
items at cost plus a five-percent
surcharge, which covers the costs
of building new commissaries and
modernizing existing ones.
Shoppers can save an average of 30
percent or more on their purchases
compared to commercial prices —
savings worth about $2,700
annually for a family of four.
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Echo
from page 5....................................................................................................................................................................................

Italian Forces.  Searches are just
one part of the visitor control
process.

The Visitor Control Center
controllers are responsible for
issuance, maintenance, and
accountability for a variety of
different types of badges.

In addition to the badging
process they serve as radio/
telephone operators for the sector,
they dispatch sector forces and up
channel SALUTE reports to the
Combined Defense Operation
Center.

The overwatch towers in the
sector serve a variety of purposes
from heavy weapons support to
observation posts.  The overwatch
tower looms over the sector always

ready to supply
stopping firepower.
The observation
towers provide early
warning of potential
threats to the
perimeter of the
base. These towers
are posted with the
assistance of United
States Army
personnel assigned
to the sector in yet
another example of
the joint operations
performed daily.
Aside from these
stationary posts
there is a mobile
team.

The mobile fire
team gives the sector
a mobile heavy
weapons platform
that stands watch
over the main access
road into the base.
The mobile
capability allows
leadership the
flexibility to support
all of the posts in the
sector. Their duties
vary depending on
the threat and

activities in the sector. They are a
highly skilled team capable of
responding to a variety of incidents.
The mobile fire teams along with all
of the other posts have worked
superbly together during this
rotation.

Just like any other team all of
these different positions support
each other in order to accomplish
the mission.

Early in the deployment a vehicle
breached the main gate, however
the supporting defensive measures
were implemented and the potential
threat was quickly neutralized.
There have been several instances
where an MWD team has alerted on
a vehicle in the search area, each
time the various posts took

appropriate actions to clear the area
and establish a cordon. Other
cordons have been established as
well, like the time a local national
delivered a mortar round in a rice
sack to the main gate.

We have had to work together to
disperse unruly crowds, each time
doing it with skill and a high level
of professionalism.

One of the most rewarding
aspects of working out in Echo
sector is the amount of contact we
have with the local nationals.  Each
of us has learned a lot about the
language, and the culture. Aside
from processing those who work on
the base we also have received
many injured Iraqis seeking care,
the most common being young burn
victims. Some of these will be looked
upon as historical landmarks in
Iraq’s history.

Our gates provided secure entry
for the Iraqi national referendum
tally sheets in October and the
national election tally sheets in
December.

Once inside the gates, we
performed escort and traffic control
for the historic cargo.  We have had
the privilege of providing a secure
route for the Vice-President of Iraq
as he transited the base on several
different occasions.

Important to local relations was
the Eid Al Fitr luncheon, in which
the sector played a minor, but
important role of providing entry
control and a secure reception
facility for visiting local sheiks.

Posting requirements dictated
they ate their meals on post. The
conditions were brutal at times. We
have seen highs in the 120s and
lows in the 30s, there have been
thunderstorms and sandstorms.
Because of our location and the
weather, our power, telephones and
heat seemed to be sporadic when
we needed it.

Through it all, Echo Sector got it
done often with a laugh and a
statement like “it was just another
day in Echo.”

Senior Airman Shawn Fernandez, 407 ESFS, Echo Flight,
checks identification cards on all incoming traffic through
Ali Base, Iraq.



Page 14Ali Times / March 17, 2006

Three Point Shootout results

Staff Sgt. Alexander Ridenoure, 407th Expeditionary
Communications Squadron, won Runner-Up in the Three Point
Shootout in March with Staff Sgt. James Alexander, 407 ECS,
taking first place, at Ali Base, Iraq.

One of the participants in the  contest signs up with Senior Airman
Simon Dimant, 407th Expeditionary Services Squadron, for the
Three Point Shootout held on the basketball courts in Bedrock in
March. (Photos by Senior Master Sgt. Jessica D’Aurizio

Left: Master Sgt. David Burley, 727th Expeditionary
Air Control Squadron, shoots his first set of three
balls in the Three Point Shootout at Ali Base, Iraq.
Right: Sergeant Alexander positions himself for his
next shot at the basket.
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If you can identify the object, e-mail the paper at
Ali.Times@tlab.centaf.af.mil  with “Identify This” in the subject
block by 3 p.m. Thursday Mar  16.
All correct entries will be placed in a box and one winner
will be randomly selected at  Combat Bingo (at the Big Top)
at 7:30 p.m., Friday Mar . 17.
Participants do not have to attend bingo to win.  The winner
will receive a complimentary T-shirt from the 407th Air
Expeditionary Group Public Affairs.  There were eighteen
correct responses identifying the concrete barrier lift hook
for the Mar. 3 Ali Times and the winning person drawn was
Staff. Sgt. Marc Ziegler, 407th Expeditionary Civil Engineer
Squadron.

Do you know what this is?

Identify Identify Identify Identify Identify TTTTThishishishishis

Unit: 407th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron
Duty title:  Patrolman
Home station:  30th Security Forces Squadron,
Vandenberg AFB, Calif.
Why other warriors say he’s a warrior: “Airman
Fortune has continuously demonstrated pride and
professionalism in the course of his duties. He is a
proactive patrolman who strictly enforces traffic laws
on post. He also supports unit activities as a member
of the squadron basketball team. He has unquestion-
ably made an impact toward the Law and Order
mission here at Ali Base, Iraq”
-  Tech. Sgt. Baltazar Ruiz, Patrol Supervisor, 407 ESFS
Most memorable Air Force experience:  “The
comradery of my friends at Kadena AB, the night be-
fore I departed for Vandenberg. We knew we would
probably never see each other again so we made the
best of it.”
Hobbies: Music, pool, basketball and watching foot-
ball.
Notes about my family: I miss my father Richard For-
tune, my mother Faye Fortune and brother Richard,
who are all in Sumter, S.C. There is nothing better than
hearing their voices on the phone.

Airman First Class Keith Fortune

“Happy 10th Birthday Marcus “Grandpa”
Jackson!

I miss you very much and cannot wait to come
home and celebrate.”

Love Mom (Tech. Sgt. Adrienne Mimms)
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FFFFFrrrrridaidaidaidaidayyyyy
1 p.m., Muslim prayer/

service: (TCN)
6 p.m., Roman Catholic

Mass: Oasis
6:30 p.m.,  Jewish Service:

ARAC
7:30 p.m., Gospel choir

rehearsal: APC
8:30 p.m., Ladies

Fellowship: Oasis
SaturSaturSaturSaturSaturdadadadadayyyyy
6 p.m., Catholic Vigil Mass:

Oasis
SundaSundaSundaSundaSundayyyyy
7:30 a.m., Traditional

Protestant Service: APC
8 a.m., Roman Catholic

Mass: Oasis
9:30 a.m., Traditional

Protestant Service: Oasis
10 a.m., Latter Day Saints

Service: ARAC
10:30 a.m.,  Roman

Catholic Mass: CC
10:30 a.m. Church of

Christ: ARAC
1 p.m., Gospel Service:

APC
7 p.m., Contemporary

Worship Service: Oasis
MondaMondaMondaMondaMondayyyyy
6 p.m., Roman Catholic

Mass: Oasis
7:30 p.m., Discipleship

Bible study: Oasis
7:30 p.m., Gospel choir

Rehearsal: APC

TTTTTuesdauesdauesdauesdauesdayyyyy
6 p.m., Roman Catholic

Mass: Oasis
7:30 p.m., Work of Faith

Bible Study: APC
8 p.m., Catholic RCIA:

Oasis Annex
8 p.m., Contemporary

Worship Rehearsal: Oasis
WWWWWednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdayyyyy
6 p.m., Roman Catholic

Mass: Oasis
7 p.m., Catholic choir

Practice: Oasis
7 p.m., Spanish Bible

Study: ARAC;
7 p.m., Women’s Bible

Study: Army Hospital
7:30 p.m., Protestant

Worship Service: APC
ThuThuThuThuThurrrrrsdasdasdasdasdayyyyy
6 p.m., Roman Catholic

Mass: Oasis
6:30 p.m., Ladies Bible

Study: ARAC
7:30 p.m., Relationship

Study: Oasis Annex
7:30 p.m., Mens Bible

Study: APC

Today’s times and movie descriptions for the week

Worship is at the 407th Air Expeditionary Group
Oasis of Peace chapel, and at the Army Post
Chapel. The Oasis is open 24 hours a day for
prayer and reflection.
For details on worship opportunities, or directions
to worship locations, please call 445-2006.

Saturday
The Negotiator ........... 1 a.m.
Are We There Yet? ..... 3 a.m.
The Exorcism ofEmily 5 a.m.
Ice Princess ............... 7 a.m.
The Gospel ................ 9 a.m.
The Pacifier .............. 11 a.m.
Asylum ....................... 1 p.m.
Calendar Girls ........... 3 p.m.
Boogeyman ................ 5 p.m.
Sahara ....................... 7 p.m.
The Missing ............... 9 p.m.
Never Been Kissed .. 11 p.m.

Sunday
Asylum ....................... 1 a.m.
Calendar Girls ........... 3 a.m.
Sahara ....................... 5 a.m.
The Missing ............... 7 a.m.
The Negotiator ........... 9 a.m.
Boogeyman .............. 11 a.m.
Never Been Kissed .... 1 p.m.
Ice Princess ............... 3 p.m.
The Gospel ................ 5 p.m.
Are We There Yet? ..... 7 p.m.
The Pacifier ................ 9 p.m.
The Exorcism of Emily11 p.m.
Monday
The Man ..................... 1 a.m.
The Exorcism of Emily3 a.m.
Never Been Kissed .... 5 a.m.
Boogeyman ................ 7 a.m.
Are We There Yet? ..... 9 a.m.
The Gospel .............. 11 a.m.
The Pacifier ................ 1 p.m.
Sahara ....................... 3 p.m.
The Missing ............... 5 p.m.
Calendar Girls ........... 7 p.m.
Ice Princess ............... 9 p.m.
Kingdom of Heaven . 11 p.m.

Tuesday
Serenity ...................... 1 a.m.
Calendar Girls ........... 3 a.m.
Boogeyman ................ 5 a.m.
Never Been Kissed .... 7 a.m.
The Pacifier ................ 9 a.m.
Sahara ..................... 11 a.m.
The Man ..................... 1 p.m.
Are We There Yet? ..... 3 p.m.
Kingdom of Heaven ... 5 p.m.
The Gospel ................ 7 p.m.
Ice Princess ............... 9 p.m.
The Missing ............. 11 p.m.
Wednesday
Are We There Yet? ..... 1 a.m.
Boogeyman ................ 3 a.m.
Never Been Kissed .... 5 a.m.
The Man ..................... 7 a.m.
Calendar Girls ........... 9 a.m.
The Gospel .............. 11 a.m.
The Missing ............... 1 p.m.
Ice Princess ............... 3 p.m.
The Pacifier ................ 5 p.m.
Serenity ...................... 7 p.m.
Kingdom of Heaven ... 9 p.m.
Sahara ..................... 11 p.m.
Thursday
Ice Princess ............... 1 a.m.
Sahara ....................... 3 a.m.
The Missing ............... 5 a.m.
Kingdom of Heaven ... 7 a.m.
Boogeyman ................ 9 a.m.
Serenity .................... 11 a.m.
Are We There Yet? ..... 1 p.m.
Never Been Kissed .... 3 p.m.
Calendar Girls ........... 5 p.m.
The Gospel ................ 7 p.m.
The Man ..................... 9 p.m.
The Pacifier .............. 11 p.m.

Oasis = Air Force Chapel/Bedrock
OA = Oasis Annex
ARAC = Army Religious Activity Center
APC = Army Post Chapel
TCN = Third Country Nationalist living area by DFAC
CC = Camp Cedar

Ice Princess(2005), 1 a.m., Joan Cusack, Kim Cattrall, comedy/
drama/family/sport; Asylum (2005), 3 a.m., Natasha Richardson,
Hugh Bonneville, romance/thriller;  The Missing (2003), 5 a.m.,
Tommy Lee Jones, Cate Blanchett, drama/western/thriller/
adventure;  Sahara (2005), 7 a.m.,  Jude Akuwidike, Mark
Aspinall, action/adventure/comedy;  Boogeyman (2005), 9 a.m.,
Barry Watson, Emily Deschanel,  drama/horror/mystery; Are We
There Yet? (2005), 11 a.m., Ice Cube, Nia Long, comedy/family;
The Exorcism of Emily Rose (2005), 1 p.m., Laura Linney, Tom
Wilkinson, drama/horror/mystery/thriller; The Pacifier (2005), 3
p.m.,  Vin Diesel, Lauren Graham, comedy/action/family/thriller;
Never Been Kissed (1999), 5 p.m., Drew Barrymore, Michael
Vartan, comedy/romance; The Negotiator (1998), 7 p.m.,
Samuel L. Jackson, Kevin Spacey, action/crime/drama/mystery/
thriller; Calendar Girls (2003), 9 p.m., Helen Mirren, Julie
Walters, comedy/drama;  The Gospel (2005), 11 p.m., Boris
Kodjoe, Kdris Elba, drama/music;  Serenity (2005), Nathan
Fillion, Gina Torres, action/adventure/sci-fi/thriller;  The Man
(2005), Samuel L. Jackson, Eugene Levy, action/comedy/crime;
Kingdom of Heaven (2005), Martin Hancock, Michael Sheen,
action/drama/history/war
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Today
5 p.m., Group Picnic: Bedrock Pavilion
5 p.m., Spin: Muscle Beach (DVD)
5 p.m., Group Picnic: Pavilion
7 p.m., Dominoes: ACC
7 p.m., Toning: HOP
7:30 p.m., Step Aerobics: Muscle Beach (I)
7:30 p.m., Bingo:  Big Top
7:30 p.m., Bench Your Max Comp.: Muscle Beach
8 p.m., Step Aerobics: HOP
8:30 p.m., St. Patrick’s Day Party:  Big Top
9 p.m., Karate: Muscle Beach (I)

Saturday
6 a.m., Spin: Muscle Beach (DVD)
2:30 p.m., Yoga: Muscle Beach (DVD)
6:30 p.m., Spin: HOP
7:30 p.m., Karaoke (International): Big Top
7 :30 p.m., Hip Hop: ACC
8:30 p.m. Absolute Abs: Muscle Beach (I)
Sunday
8 a.m., Tae-Bo: Muscle Beach
9:30 a.m., Karate: Muscle Beach (I)
10 a.m., Spin: HOP
noon -11 p.m., Movies and Games: Big Top
noon, 4 on 4 Volleyball: Bedrock Courts
6 p.m., Casino Events:  Big Top
7 p.m., Spin: HOP
7 p.m., Darts: ACC
8 p.m., Self Defense: Muscle Beach (I)
Monday
4:30 p.m., Circuit Training: Basketball Courts (I)
5 p.m., Spin: Muscle Beach (I)
7 p.m., Toning: HOP
7 p.m., Ping Pong: ACC
7:30 p.m., Step Aerobics: Muscle Beach (I)
8 p.m., Step Aerobics: HOP
8:30 p.m., Foosball:  Big Top

Tuesday
5 a.m., Step Aerobics: Muscle Beach (I)
6 a.m., Spinning: Muscle Beach (DVD)
8 a.m., World Series of Poker:  Big Top
6:30 p.m., Tae Bo: HOP
7 p.m., 9-Ball and Board Games: Army MWR
7:30 p.m., Total Body Workout: Muscle Beach (DVD)
7:30 p.m., Tae Kwon Do: HOP
8:30 p.m., Five Card Draw:  Big Top
8:30 p.m. Absolute Abs: Muscle Beach (I)
8:30 p.m., Salsa: ACC
Wednesday
7 p.m., Spades: ACC
8 a.m., Dominos: Boardwalk/Hot Spot
5 p.m., Spin: Muscle Beach
7 p.m., Uno: Hot Spot
7 p.m., Toning: HOP
7:30 p.m., Step Aerobics: Muscle Beach (I)
8 p.m., Step Aerobics: HOP
Thursday
5 a.m., Step Aerobics: Muscle Beach (I)
8 a.m., 9-Ball: Hot Spot
4:30 p.m., Circuit Training: Basketball Courts (I)
6:30 p.m., Tae Bo: HOP
7 p.m., Family Feud: Big Top
7 p.m., 8/9-Ball: ACC
7:30 p.m., Total Body Workout: Muscle Beach (DVD)
7:30 p.m., Tae Kwon Do: HOP
8 p.m., Arm Wrestling Competition: Muscle Beach
8:30 p.m. Absolute Abs: Muscle Beach (I)
8:30 p.m., Salsa: HOP

Bedrock and beyond...
activities to keep you fit, happy and hungry for more

(I)—Instructor
TNY—Tournament
HOP—House of Pain, Army Fitness Center
ACC—Army Community Center

Call the 407th Services Squadron with ideas for
activities: 445-2696; For information about the
House of Pain,  Army fitness center: 833-1709;
For information about Army morale, welfare and
recreation activities: 833-1745.


