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   USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) celebrated African-
American History Month with a program in the hangar bay 
commemorating the accomplishments and contributions of 
African-American women, in line with the national theme 
this year “Black Women in American History and Culture.”
  The program featured songs, tributes, and a poem by crew-
members serving aboard the “Revolutionary Gator.” 
   “Singing is one of my favorite pastimes,” said Aviation Boat-
swain’s Mate Airman Crystal Jackson, who sung Sam Cooke’s 
“A Change Gonna Come.” “So, whenever I’m asked to sing 
for celebrations commemorating my heritage, I feel a deep 

sense of obligation and honored at the same time.” 
    The guest speaker chosen for the BHR’s African-American 
History Month celebration this year was Aviation Mainte-
nance Administrationman 1st Class Lashonda Malone.
   “I was so honored that the crew chose me,” said Malone. 
“This is something I will always remember and I will be for-
ever grateful for having had this opportunity.”
   Malone spoke of African-American women past and pres-
ent who have greatly influenced the rich history of America, 
but specifically acknowledged a female master chief who  
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Guest speaker, AZ1 Malone, delivers her 
speech during BHR’s celebration of African-
American History Month.
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Movie Schedule 
Saturday Feb. 25, 2012

0600/1900 2012
0900/2200 Clash of the Titans

1100/0000 District 9
1300/0200 Green Lantern

1500 Escape From Alcatraz
1700 I Am Number 4

0600/1800 Mr. & Mrs. Smith
0800/2000 Meet the Parents

1000/2200 Old Dogs
1200/0000 Legion

1400/0200 Remember Me
1600 Takers

0600/1800 The Three Musketeers
0800/2000 Paranormal Activity 3

1000/2200 Real Steel
1230/0030 Airplane

1400/0200 Akeelah & the Bee
1600 In Time
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mentored her at a previous command as having the greatest 
impact on her life and career.
   “Rosa Parks is someone we all grew up learning about, and 
Maya Angelou is one of the most renowned poets and au-
thors of our time,” said Malone, “but the lady who has had the 
greatest impact on my life serves in the military as I do, and 
has been a mentor helping guide me both in my personal life 
as well as in my 17-year career of Naval service.”
   Malone added that she had to overcome many obstacles in 
her career, and if it hadn’t been for the plight of those African-
American women who came before her that she wouldn’t be 
where she is today. 
  As the crew dispersed from the hangar bay to conclude 
BHR’s African-American History Month celebration with a 
cake-cutting ceremony held on the messdecks. 
   “All I can say is, what a great program,” said Culinary Spe-
cialist 3rd Class Sakana Gray. “It’s always good to see such 
amazing talent and to hear of those things that have brought 
us to where we are now.”

ESSEX Fact: The 3rd USS Essex

USS Essex, the third ship of that name, was a wooden screw 
steamer and was commissioned at the Boston Navy Yard 
on 3 October 1876. After sailing a year on the Pacific Sta-
tion and a two year sail on the Asiatic Station, the Essex was 
regarded as one of the finest ships of the fleet. Essex then 
became designated as a training ship. It was equipped with 6 
breech-loading guns. 


