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CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan – Major Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, I Marine Expeditionary Force
(Forward) commanding general, assumed command of Regional Command Southwest, from Maj. Gen. John
A. Toolan, II MEF (Fwd) commanding general, during a Transfer of Authority ceremony here, March 12.
During the ceremony, Maj. Gen. Gurganus, along with Brig. Stuart R. Skeates, the RC (SW) deputy
commanding general, assumed responsibility for Helmand and Nimruz provinces. “The strength of RC
Southwest, it's obvious to me, has always and will continue to be the combined efforts,” said Maj. Gen.
Gurganus. “This is a coalition made up of 10 coalition nations coupled with our Afghan National Security
partners and friends. It's also comprised of the Helmand (Provincial Reconstruction Team) and our regional
platform. And lastly, and just as important, and probably more, is the leadership provided by our Afghan
officials, led by Governors (Gulab) Mangal and (Abdul Karim) Brahui, who is not with us today. For everyone
here, just understand that we intend to try and maintain those relationships.”

(Watch the VIDEO) (Watch the MULTIMEDIA) (Read the STORY)
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Afghan forces, Marines clear Sistani
Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Tyler Reiriz
 

MARJAH, Afghanistan - Afghan police and army units took
the lead in sweeping a populated area in northwest Marjah,
Afghanistan, Feb. 29 to March 1. Afghan Local, Uniformed
and National Civil Order Police, Afghan National Army, and
Regimental Combat Team 5 Marines worked together during
the two-day operation in the Sistani area of Marjah. “It was
an Afghan National Security Forces -led operation, so you
had the police and the army involved,” said Sgt. Timothy
Guinan, the military police chief for RCT-5 Police Advisory
Team. “They were searching compounds and talking to the
people, trying to find evidence or weapons caches and get
whatever information they could from the people.” Guinan

said Afghan forces chose Sistani as the location of the operation because of the history of insurgent activity
in the area. (Read the STORY)

Estonian troops in Afghanistan clear IEDs, save Afghan lives
Story and photo by Regional Command Southwest Team
 
CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan -- Roadside bombs
pose a serious threat to the Afghan people as well as to the
Afghan National Security Forces and coalition forces. Every
disposed IED means saved lives. The eleventh rotation of
Estonian troops, serving with the International Security
Assistance Force in Afghanistan, made an all-time best per
rotation when they cleared 106 improvised explosive devices
last year. However, the current, twelfth rotation, is half-way
through their tour of duty and has already disposed of 68
IEDs. Success with clearing a total of nearly 200 IEDs in nine
months requires cooperation between the Estonian
Improvised Explosive Device Disposal Team and the
Estonian combat engineers. When a combat engineer’s ground radar picks up a signal, he carefully inspects
the site and determines the presence of the IED. If an IED is present, the standard operating procedure
requires that the disposal experts are called and either remove the IED or dispose of it on site. (Read the
STORY)

Precision Rocket Artillery changes the Battlefield
Story and photos by Marine Sgt. Jacob Harrer
 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE EDINBURGH, Afghanistan –
There was enough explosive material to construct hundreds
of improvised explosive devices. Marines from 2nd Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment lacked the power to destroy the huge
IED cache. They called for fire, and eight rockets landed
within seconds of being fired. According to the after action
report from the artillery platoon, all rounds impacted on
target, the site was destroyed, and there was no collateral
damage. The artillery battery fired precision, GPS-guided
rockets from a fast, and accurate fire system called the High
Mobility Artillery Rocket System, said 1st Lt. William Prom,
the fire direction officer with 3rd Platoon, Tango Battery, 5th

Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment. The High Mobility Artillery Rocket System enables the Marines to take out
enemies within minutes and strike within feet of a target, every time. (Read the STORY)
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Zaranj-based Afghan forces expand capabilities, develop skills
Story by Marine Staff Sgt. Brian Buckwalter
 
ZARANJ, Afghanistan -- Barely a mile from the
Afghanistan/Iranian border a group of Afghan National
Security Forces are experiencing a level of success coalition
forces hope spreads throughout the country. The compound
they operate out of, a provincial-level Operation Coordination
Center, is a hub for all ANSF activity in the area. It’s near
Zaranj, the Nimruz province capital, and insurgent activity in
the area is low. They enjoy the support of the provincial
governor, and their capabilities continue to expand. This is all
happening with little more than monthly visits from coalition
forces. “They’re self-sufficient. They have no mentor team,”
said Staff Sgt. Christopher Stephens, the Regional Command
Southwest logistics chief for ANSF development. “The
discipline they have out there, the military professionalism that they have, it’s all self-taught and
self-sustained.” (Read the STORY)

Summit on water conservation brings Afghan provincial
leadership to the table
Story and photos by Chief Petty Officer Leslie Shively
 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan -- Leadership from
Nimroz and Helmand provinces met with members of the
United States Agency for International Development and the
International Security Assistance Force, March 1, to discuss
water management in the Helmand River basin. The aim of
the first summit was to bring representatives from opposite
sides of the Afghan political spectrum together to establish
rapport on water conservation, as water is one of the most
important resources in the country. “Afghanistan is an
agricultural country,” said Haji Khan Agha, director of the
Helmand Arghandab Valley Authority, adding that it also has
a climate where anything can be grown. “Our economy is

related to agriculture and more than 80 percent of our people are farmers.”(Read the STORY)

Regional Command Southwest medical officials meet with local
leaders
Story by Marine Cpl. Anthony Ward Jr.
 
LASHKAR GAH, Afghanistan - The lack of medical care was
rampant throughout Afghanistan five years ago, but with the
steady and solid work of the International Security
Assistance Force and the Afghan National Security Forces, a
complete turnaround occurred. The task of aiding the ANSF
and Afghan ministries of Public Health and Defense in
Helmand and surrounding provinces lies with the Combined
Medical Department for Regional Command Southwest.
“Four to five years ago, Afghanistan had the second worst
medical system in the world,” said Navy Capt. Jeffrey W. Timby, medical director for RC(SW). “The leading

cause of death for children under the age of 5 was diarrhea and dehydration.” (Read the STORY)
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Afghans signal desire for change in Sangin
U.K. Defence News
 

Afghans in Sangin want change, the outgoing Head of
Helmand's Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT), Michael
O'Neill, here writes. I visited Sangin today for the last time as
Head of the PRT. It's a place where many ISAF [International
Security Assistance Force] and Afghan troops have lost their
lives over the years. When I went for the first time in October
2010 we had to fly in after dark for security reasons. That
summer and autumn Royal Marines and US Marines took
very heavy casualties. Sangin epitomised the challenges in
northern Helmand. Today, Sangin is a symbol of progress.
Last week Afghan officials conducted registration for its first

ever local election. Over 3,000 elders took part, which would represent the highest turnout for a local
election in Helmand. That included a woman, a widowed ex-Mujahideen fighter - which may not sound a big
deal, but in remote, conservative north Helmand is a remarkable development. The election itself in
late-March will produce Helmand's eighth elected local council, further extending the writ of Afghan
governance across this province. (Read the STORY)

Making Strides Behind the Scenes: Afghan forces, Marines serve
Garmsir from operational coordination center
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Reece Lodder
 
FORWARD OPERATING BASE DELHI, Afghanistan —
Throughout Garmsir district’s developing city centers and
sparsely populated desert areas, the familiar sight of Afghan
National Security Forces is evidence of the growth in
Afghan-led security operations. While their presence is
unmistakable at vehicle checkpoints and on patrol with U.S.
Marines from 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, the
budding Afghan forces are also making strides behind the
scenes. From a tiny operational coordination center inside
the district police headquarters here, a mixture of ANSF
members is working toward providing Garmsir’s security on
their own. They’re learning how to function as “the brains
behind the operation” under the guidance of Marines with Kilo Company, 3/3, said Cpl. Nathan Dittmer, an
OCC-D advisor with Kilo Co. (Read the STORY)

RCT-5 welcomes new sergeant major
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Alfred V. Lopez
 

CAMP DWYER, Afghanistan – It was a bittersweet day for
the Marines and sailors of Regimental Combat Team 5, as
they bid farewell to a beloved sergeant major and welcomed
the newest senior enlisted Marine to southern Helmand
province. Sergeant Major Ernest Hoopii, a native of Maui,
Hawaii, relinquished his position as the RCT-5 sergeant
major to Sgt. Maj. Alberto Ruiz, a native of Laredo, Texas,
during a relief and appointment ceremony here, March 1.
“Sergeant Major Hoopii always provided great counsel and
mentorship not only for the non commissioned officers, and
staff NCOs, but also for the officers as well,” said Col. Roger
Turner, the RCT-5 commanding officer. “He led the RCT

here to great success, and he’s given a lot to the Corps in recent years.” (Read the STORY)
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Tongan Prime Minister visits his troops in Afghanistan
U.K. Defence News
 
The Tongan Prime Minister has been greeted with a Sipi Tau
war challenge during a visit to Tongan troops working with
the RAF in Helmand. His Excellency Lord Tu'ivakano, Prime
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Tonga, met senior
US and UK commanders before spending time with troops to
learn about the contribution his nation is making to the
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) mission. The
Tonga Defence Services has served as part of the Camp
Bastion Force Protection Wing since November 2010. The
55 personnel serve alongside members of the RAF Police
and RAF Regiment to provide security for Camp Bastion's
main entry points, perimeter, and airfield. (Read the STORY)

Afghans, Marines brighten horizons for young students
Story and photos by Marine Sgt. Michael Cifuentes
 

KHAN NESHIN, Afghanistan - If it’s one thing Cpl. Joshua
Brooks likes most about his deployment to Afghanistan, it’s
his visits to the school in Khan Neshin. Brooks is a member
of Team 3, Civil Affairs Detachment 11-2, a unit serving
alongside 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion out of
Combat Outpost Castle, assigned to Regimental Combat
Team 5. They conduct civil affairs operations in southern
Helmand province, with a goal to assist and guide the local
Afghan government to service the country on their own. The
local government and civil affairs Marines identified the need
for a new school here. Team 3 is now helping the village

brighten their children’s horizons. Brooks said the project is the highlight of the deployment for him. (Read
the STORY)

Marines train first group of ANA sharpshooters
Story and photos by Marine Sgt. Jacob Harrer
 
FORWARD OPERATING BASE EDINBURGH, Afghanistan –
It was January 2012 when insurgents opened up with
machine gun fire at an Afghan National Army compound in
Musa Qala District. Bullets landed within feet of the
headquarters of Command Outpost Griffin, where four
Marine advisers observed as the enemy closed within 50
meters (164 ft.) of the compound before ANA soldiers
repelled the assault. The attack on Griffin demonstrated the
importance of precision fire in the ANA, said Gunnery Sgt.
Rafael Iturrino, the Embedded Training Team staff
noncommissioned officer-in-charge with 2nd Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment. “Due to the lack of training, they weren't
able to shoot long distances,” added Iturrino, a 34-year-old
native of Brooklyn, New York. “Future training will make them
able to engage and be effective on the battlefield.” (Read the STORY)
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Marines heed locals’ call, provide long term bridge solution
Story and photos by Marine 2nd Lt. Tyler Morrison
 

SHIR GHAZAY, Afghanistan – Combat Engineers with Bridge
Platoon, Alpha Company, 9th Engineer Support Battalion, 1st
Marine Logistics Group (Forward) completed construction on
a non-standard bridge that will provide a long term solution
for local traffic in the area here, Mar.6. A previous Marine unit
had built a non-standard bridge, a custom built structure, in
the local bazaar to ease travel constraints in the area.
Though the design was appropriate for the summer months,
the harsh Afghan winter took its toll on the bridge, explained
Capt. Ryan Heider, Alpha company commander, 9th ESB.
The culvert that was installed underneath the structure was
not large enough to allow the water from the rainy season to

flow through it, and the local Afghans began to worry about the bridge’s safety. That’s when 9th ESB took
action, explained Capt. Alexandra Gerbracht, Engineer Officer, 1st MLG (Fwd). (Read the STORY)

Reservists stand side-by-side with regulars in Helmand
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Reece Lodder
 
The commanding officer of a ground-holding battle group in
Helmand province has praised the skills of his Territorial
Army soldiers. Lieutenant Colonel Tom Copinger-Symes said
reservists had 'integrated seamlessly' into the 5th Battalion
The Rifles (5 RIFLES) Battle Group, which is responsible for
the Nahr-e Saraj (South) area of operations. Fifty-four
Territorial Army (TA) Riflemen joined 5 RIFLES in early June
last year, and throughout training and operations the
reservists have stood shoulder-to-shoulder with their regular
counterparts. The TA soldiers have also been invaluable
when their teams find themselves in front line checkpoints -
with handymen, carpenters and electricians stepping up to
the plate. 5 RIFLES were heavily involved with operations in
Iraq and had little experience of Afghanistan before this tour. But six of the 19 TA soldiers that joined D
Company of 5 RIFLES had deployed before, with another two also serving in Iraq - bringing valuable
experience to the table. (Read the STORY)

Navy chaplain receives Craven Award: His service to country
recognized
Story and photos by Spc. Chelsea Russell
 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan - U.S. Navy Capt.
Steve Brown, the Regional Command Southwest, II Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward) force chaplain, based out of
Camp Lejeune, N.C., has been in the military for 32 years.
His dedication to country and God helped him realize the
perfect way for him to serve both: as a chaplain in the
military. Navy chaplains are unique because they serve with
the Navy, the Marine Corps or the Coast Guard. During the
course of his military career, Brown has served with all three.
But even though he is in the Navy, his heart remains with the
Marine Corps. “I was an enlisted Marine for five and one-half
years when I felt the Lord’s calling into full-time ministry, and
then later to be a chaplain. I wanted to be a chaplain that

would serve with Marines,” Brown said. “But Marine chaplains are Navy chaplains. So, I joined the Navy and
I’m actually in the Navy, but then I get tours periodically to serve with the Marines. And it just so happens I’ve
spent a good number of my years with Marines.” (Read the STORY)
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Florida Marine receives combat meritorious promotion
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Johnny Merkley
 
FORWARD OPERATING BASE GERONIMO, Afghanistan –
Marines across the globe are promoted every month, but
these promotions seldom happen in a combat zone and
under meritorious conditions. Sergeant Andrew P.
Tahmooressi, a native of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., is one of the
proud few who was meritoriously promoted to his current
rank while deployed to Helmand province’s Nawa district with
2nd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment. Tahmooressi is currently
serving as a section leader in the 2/6 quick reaction force
and was promoted here, Feb. 2, for the exemplary
performance of his duties while holding this staff
noncommissioned officer billet. “I heard rumors about a
meritorious promotion but I really didn’t feel worthy of the
rank,” said Tahmooressi. “It’s motivating to know there are people around me that believe in me and have
faith in my abilities.” (Read the STORY)

Optimism, thinking outside of the box, Mundy’s standard plan in
Afghanistan
Story and photos by Chief Petty Officer Leslie Shively
 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan -- Not long ago, Taliban
ruled the roads of Musa Qala, a town in northern Helmand
province. Bands of insurgents brandishing soviet-made
AK-47s and lugging rocket launchers, crammed themselves
into the backs of pickup trucks and paraded through the
town, shouting oppressive slogans and terrorizing its
residents. Today, the Taliban are gone and children are
everywhere, their laughter and voices mingling with the calls
of vendors in the bazaars. Optimism about the future of
Afghanistan is illustrated through the difference between
Musa Qala then and Musa Qala now. Col. Timothy Mundy
smiled as he recalled a recent visit to the once-tyrannized
town. Currently officer in charge of the Enhanced
Assessments Group for II Marine Expeditionary Force
(Forward) at Camp Leatherneck, Mundy’s group is
composed of subject matter experts at the doctorate level, an
assessments branch and the Red Team. The Red Team
writes alternative views, or interjects counter logic into the
thinking and planning processes at the command element
level. (Read the STORY)

Scottsdale Marine provides security, keeps morale high
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Michele Watson
 
CAMP DWYER, Afghanistan – Every service member
deployed to Afghanistan has a story to tell. Cpl. Matthew J.
Kirby is one of few who cannot stop grinning long enough to
tell his. Despite the hardships faced while deployed to a
combat zone, Kirby always has a smile on his face and is
usually laughing about something. Since he was five years
old, Kirby dreamed of joining the armed forces. “As a kid
growing up, my dad always told me stories of his time served
in Vietnam,” said Kirby, 24, a native of Scottsdale, Ariz. “I
knew I wanted to be the best of the best, so I joined the
Marine Corps.” For the last five months, Kirby has served as
a gunner for Motor Transport Company, Combat Logistics Battalion 1 during tactical logistics support
convoys in Helmand province, Afghanistan. “Part of the reason I joined during a time of war was to deploy to
a combat zone,” said Kirby. “I wanted to get different experiences most people don’t have.”(Read the
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STORY)

Atlanta native works for progress in Marjah
Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Tyler Reiriz
 

MARJAH, Afghanistan - Cpl. Trey James, squad leader, 2nd
Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment, smiled and waved to the
approaching Afghan child. “La La, how have you been? Do
you remember me?” James asked the boy. La La, the Afghan
boy, walked up to James and the pair pounded fists. James,
22, a native of Atlanta, took a knee and began talking to La
La and before long a small crowd of children gathered. This
is James’ second deployment to Afghanistan. He was here in
2010 as a part of Weapons Company, 2nd Battalion, 6th
Marine Regiment. When James first came to here in 2010,
the area was not as secure as it is today. “I would definitely
say Marjah has improved,” he said. “The first time, you

couldn’t go a whole day without hearing gunfire. Kids weren’t out as much. It was a completely different
place.” James is a member of Regimental Combat Team 5’s Police Advisory Team. He and his fellow
Marines have trained their Afghan counterparts to take control of security operations here. (Read the
STORY)

Illinois Marine prepares younger Marines to fill his shoes
Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Timothy Lenzo
 
PATROL BASE GUMBATTY, Afghanistan - The Marine
double checks his men’s gear and begins to debrief, Feb. 26.
The squad leader asked the Marines about the different
Afghan locals they talked to and assessed what the squad
did well and what they could improve on. For Cpl. Ian Ward,
a squad leader with 3rd Platoon, Lima Company, the job isn’t
done simply because the patrol is. Ward, currently deployed
with 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, dissected the patrol
with his Marines, going over what worked and what needed
improvement. The Mundelein, Ill. native takes training and
mentorship seriously, demanding the best from his Marines.
“I take a lot of the responsibility of making sure the Marines
are ready,” said Ward. “I try to keep training them, teaching them as much as I can, before and throughout
the deployment, so they’ll be ready next year when all their senior Marines (have rotated out).”(Read the
STORY)

NCOs step up, serve as HIMARS chiefs in Afghanistan
Story and photos by Marine Sgt. Jacob Harrer
 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE EDINBURGH, Afghanistan –
The siren went off in the fire direction center, where Marines
awaited the targeting data needed to launch rockets to
targets. Seconds later, the trucks rolled into position, carrying
rocket launcher pods ready to help troops who were
receiving mortar fire. In less than five minutes, the rockets
were ready to fire because of the work of junior
noncommissioned officers serving as section chiefs with 3rd
Platoon, Tango Battery, 5th Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment.
The soldiers on the ground lost sight of the enemy and called
off the mission, and the Marines returned to their posts to
await another call for fire. High Mobility Artillery Rocket

System section chiefs are responsible for maintaining the system and ensuring the readiness of their
Marines and multi-million dollar equipment, said Staff Sgt. James D. Sanders, the 3rd Platoon sergeant with
Tango Battery, 5th Bn., 11th Marines.(Read the STORY)
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Brigadier General Gregg A. Sturdevant Interview
Video by Marine Cpl. Isaac Lamberth

 

Interview with Brigadier General Gregg A. Sturdevant, Commanding General 3d Marine Aircraft Wing
(Forward), Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan. Brig. Gen. Gregg A. Sturdevant - Hometown: St. Louis, Mo.,
Unit: 3d Marine Aircraft Wing (Forward), Unit Home Town: San Diego, Calif. (Watch the Interview)

ANA Soldiers Operate Patrol Base
Video by Marine Sgt. Jacob Harrer

 

When Sgt. Zachary T. Harding and his squad of Marines arrived at the patrol base several weeks ago, they
thought they would be training a squad of Afghan National Army soldiers. However, the Marines discovered a
highly proficient and hospitable group of ANA soldiers who were able to function independently, explained
Harding, a squad leader with 2nd Platoon, India Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment. (Watch the
VIDEO)
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Afghans and Marines Partner to Rebuild School
Video by Marine Sgt. Michael Cifuentes

 

The head teacher at the school here follows along as his student recites a poem for the class Feb. 25, 2012.
Marines serving with Team 3, Civil Affairs Detachment 11-2, are providing guidance to the local government
here to help them construct a new school. The current school is made of mud and mortar, has no electricity
or running water, is overcrowded and only has enough capacity to hold up to sixth grade. The new school
will have up to eighth grade and have more than enough room for students and teachers.
(Watch the VIDEO)

Marines conduct ANA machine gun course in Garmsir
Video by Marine Cpl. Reece Lodder

 

Afghan National Army soldiers with 2nd Kandak, 1st Brigade, 215th Corps, prepare a range and fire medium
machine guns under the watch of U.S. Marines with the 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment Embedded
Training Team during the final event of a machine gun team leaders course at the Shamshad Range. (Watch
the VIDEO)
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Lance Cpl. Edgar Lima Uses Humor to Connect with Afghan
Locals
Video by Lance Cpl. Timothy Lenzo

 

First one Afghan appears, then another and another. Within minutes, Afghan children surround the patrolling
Marine, Feb. 22. The sight is familiar to Lance Cpl. Edgar Lima, an assaultman, for 2nd Squad, 1st Platoon,
Lima Company. “Today a bunch of children gathered around me,” said Lima, currently deployed with 3rd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment. “They came around and I just started making funny faces at them; they just
burst out laughing.” (Watch the VIDEO)

Afghanistan Generator Course
Video by Army Staff Sgt. Daniel Symonds

 

Members of the JSAS (Joint Sustainment Academy Southwest) work hand-in-hand with members of the
Afghan army and police to learn the basics of small generators. The program is not only teaching them how
to maintain generators but to learn how to teach other Afghans how to do the same. The train-the-trainer
course is giving students a greater knowledge of generator maintenance and interior wiring. (Watch the
VIDEO)
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Task Force Rugged re-enlistment takes place, brings soldiers
together
 
British soldiers teach female Afghan police officers IED
awareness
 
MOD female analysts inform decisions in Helmand
 
CLB-1 motor transport provides supplies to multiple FOBs
 
Navy Seabees Pave Way for US, Allied Forces
 
RCT-6 Marines train for combat first aid
 
Killing Time: A Letter A Day
 
Maintenance Marines get ahead with apprenticeship program
 
CLB-4 maintains physical edge
 
Afghans beat British troops in Bastion cricket clash

 

"Recruiter changed Sgt. Lozano's life for better" Yuma Sun interview with
Staff Sgt. John Lozano
 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Eric Dodson talks with Yuma Sun
 
Staff Sgt Stephen Dunmire, talks to WTKF-FM, Atlantic, N.C.
 
Sgt Chris Bangert talks to WTKF- FM, Atlantic, N.C.
 
Lance Cpl Lugo talks with Fox Sports Radio - National
 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Kyle Calhoun - Radio Lia
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