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18 Mar. 2012 - The spouse of a Marine with 2nd Maintenance Battalion reported 
she was involved in a verbal altercation with her husband, which escalated when 
he pushed her. The Marine admitted culpability, was apprehended, processed 
and released to a unit representative. 

2d MLG Blotter

2nd MLG MPs become part of Law Enforcement Bn.
MP Co. holds final formation
Cpl. Bruno J. Bego
2nd MLG Public Affairs         

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. – Ma-
rines with Military Police Com-
pany, Combat Logistics Regi-
ment 27, 2nd Marine Logistics 
Group held their last formation 
as a unit during a deactivation 
ceremony aboard Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., March 2.  
    The ceremony was officiated by 
Capt. Charles “Chip” Hemcher, the 
MP Co. commanding officer, who 
offered a few words of recognition 
to the Marines with the company.  
   “I think it is important to un-
derstand where this company 
has been,” Hemcher explained.     
“We can’t forget the legacy we 
leave behind. The name of the 

MPs has changed several times, 
but not the product.” 
  Hemcher highlighted some things 
the law-enforcing Marines accom-
plished during recent deployments 
as part of the logistics command.
    “CLR-27 MP Co. and its pre-
decessor units have provided 
military police forces in sup-
port in the global war against 
terrorism at a dear cost in both 
Iraq and Afghanistan,” Hemch-
er, a King of Prussia, Pa., native 
expressed during his remarks.     
“Nine Marines killed in action 
worked here, lived here and 
were deployed from this unit.” 
   Hemcher also emphasized the 
45 Purple Hearts awarded to MPs 
for injuries sustained while sup-
porting Operations Iraqi Freedom 

and Enduring Freedom. 
    “If you think about it, that is 
one Purple Heart [medal per] 
quarter since the war began in 
2001,” Hemcher added. “It is ful-
ly appropriate that we deactivate 
this company with the memories 
of those who built it.” 
   Furthermore, Master Sgt. Bri-
an K. Milburn, from Bath, Pa., 
the company first sergeant, also 
had something to say about the 
Marines he was relinquishing 
to the next command. 

    “I think the [Marines with the] 
company are going to do great 
things when they move over to the 
new battalion,” Milburn said. “I 
have all my trust and confidence 
in all these military policemen 
behind me that they will be able 
to go forward with their mission.”
    CLR-27’s MP Co. will be con-
solidated with other MP companies 
later this month into a large battal-
ion called Law Enforcement Battal-
ion, which will fall directly under II 
Marine Expeditionary Force.

Master Sgt. Brian K. Mil-
burn (second from left), the 
MP Company first sergeant, 
salutes Capt. Charles 
“Chip” Hemcher (right), the 
MP Co. commanding of-
ficer, during a deactivation 
ceremony aboard Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., March 2.
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Marines with Military Police Company, Combat Logistics Regiment 
27, 2nd Marine Logistics Group hold their last formation as a unit 
during a deactivation ceremony aboard Camp Lejeune, N.C., March 
2, 2012.  Troops with CLR-27’s MP Co. will be consolidated with oth-
er MP companies into a large battalion called Law Enforcement Bat-
talion, which will fall under II Marine Expeditionary Force.

19 Mar. 2012 - A Marine with Combat Logistics Regiment 2 attempted to make a turn 
traveling at a high rate of speed, causing the vehicle to lose traction and roll over. The 
Marine was treated and released without injury and charged with “reckless driving.”
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Favorite Sports 
Teams: 
“I prefer college sports, Michi-
gan State University anything.”

If I could have one 
job for a day, it 
would be: 
“DEA agent. It’s what I 
want to do after the Marine 
Corps.”

“I couldn’t have asked for 
better friends, associates, 

better family members,
 extended family members.

- Sgt. Maj. Herbert Wayne Wrench

If I was stranded 
on a desert island:
“I would just want my laptop 
to watch movies the whole 
time.”

Warrior
Weekof the 

Sergeant Major 
Herbert W. Wrench

Job: Sergeant Major
Hometown: Fayetteville,  
      N.C.
Favorite MRE: 
“It used to be the old ham 
slice. It was real meat. You 
could take that and make a 
sandwich and keep on mov-
ing quickly.”

&   Survival 
Celebration

Sgt. Maj. Wrench Retires After Trials, 
Tribulations of 30 Years of Faithful Service
Cpl. Katherine M. Solano
2nd MLG Public Affairs                          

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. – Three decades of 
service and faithful marriage, nine deployments 
and two tours on recruiting duty only skims the 
surface of one sergeant major’s career.
    The retirement ceremony for Sgt. Maj. Her-
bert Wayne Wrench, 
the sergeant major for 
2nd Marine Logistics 
Group, took place 
aboard Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., March 16.
    Two children, a 
grandson and count-
less friends surround-
ed the path and satu-
rated the experiences 
leading to Wrench’s retirement.  
    The site of the event itself, Marston Pa-
vilion, was filled with family in suits and 
dresses, Marines in uniform, and retired, 
decades-old friends in motorcycle garb.     
The hour-long event was less of a tradi-
tional ceremony and more of a celebration, 
packed with anecdotes and stories that 
can only come from people who survived 
through years of war, service, dedication 
and hardship, and it celebrated love and 

good times together.
   The tear-jerking moment came when 
Wrench spoke of how he and his family 
made it through the trials of the past few 
years.  Diagnosed with stage-four cancer, 
Wrench is still undergoing maintenance 
chemotherapy. He credits his strength, in 
large part, to an unwavering faith, but he 
says the support flowing in from his fam-

ily and friends was 
priceless, too.
   “Whenever I was 
having a bad day, a 
friend just knew to 
call,” said Wrench.  
“It’s been the true 
test of friends. Some 
of them didn’t even 
know I had cancer, 

they just called on the right day. During the 
five months of the initial chemo I had to go 
through, there were a lot of phone calls at 
just the right time.”
    Solid friendship was a consistent theme 
during the speeches, as well as when talk-
ing to Wrench’s closest acquaintances be-
fore the ceremony.
  “Everybody in this room, the extend-
ed family, the extended friend network, 

See RETIRE, Page 5

Favorite Saying:
“Marines will do one of two 
things - what you allow them 
to do or what you enforce 
that they do. There is no 
other option.”
Recent Movie Seen: 
“The Lorax with my grand-
son. I’m waiting to see Act of 
Valor.”
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Photo by Cpl. Katherine M. Solano
Sgt. Maj. Lanette N. Wright (right), the incoming sergeant major of Combat Logistics Regiment 27, 2nd Marine Logistics Group, salutes Lt. Col. 
Christopher G. Downs, the commanding officer, during an appointment and relief ceremony aboard Camp Lejeune, N.C., March 15. The em-
blematic Sword of Office was transferred to Wright, signifying the trust placed in the duties and responsibilities as the sergeant major. 

Post!
Relief and Appointment brings fresh face to CLR-27
Cpl. Katherine M. Solano
2nd MLG Public Affairs                          

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. – The position of 
sergeant major of Combat Logistics Regi-
ment 27, 2nd Marine Logistics Group was 
transferred from one Marine to another 
during an appointment and relief ceremony 
aboard Camp Lejeune, N.C., March 15.
    Sgt. Maj. Lanette N. Wright received the 

Sword of Office from Sgt. Maj. Michael W. 
Redmeyer symbolizing the trust emplaced 
with the incoming senior enlisted advisor.
    Redmeyer expressed his appreciation to 
the Marines and sailors of the regiment for 
their hard work during his tenure as their 
sergeant major.
    “Thank you very much for the opportuni-
ty to serve with the MLG,” said Redmeyer.  
“I consider this a true blessing.”

Redmeyer, a native of Sneads Ferry, N.C., 
will continue his career by serving at the 
2nd MLG Corporal’s Course. 
    Wright, originally of Boca Raton, Fla., 
joined CLR-27 after completing a tour with 
Combat Logistics Battalion 22. 
    During her speech to her new Marines 
and sailors, Wright said she was looking 
forward to working with them. 
    “I already know the fine reputation you 
have at CLR-27, so I’m excited to be here,” 
Wright concluded.

Hard Corps Fact                    

Sergeant Major
The first sergeant major in the Marine 
Corps, Archibald Sommers, was appoint-
ed as such on Jan. 1, 1801. The position 
was originally a solitary post, much like 
the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps 
is today. The title was abolished in 1946, 
but re-introduced as a rank in 1954.

* Marine Corps Legacy Museum
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RETIRE, 
continued from Page 3

everybody prayed, everybody thought 
good thoughts, everybody cared,” said 
Col. Mark Hollahan, the commanding 
officer of 2nd MLG, during his speech, 
specifically about the time following the 
cancer diagnosis.  
    “The fact that [Wayne is] sitting here as 
a healthy man is a part of the investment of 
the strength of heart, undying faith, and a 
lot of love.”
    The devotion and love pouring forth 
from those who came to send Wrench 
ashore following a successful career was 
a testament to his strong character and his 
solid convictions.
“He’s the conscience of the regiment,” said 
Hollahan, a native of Atlanta.  “He’s the 
guy who makes us do the right thing all the 
time.  There’s no special ‘Wayne Wrench’ 
way of doing business.  There’s the way the 

Marine Corps taught you, and he holds you 
to the standard.”
    The stories came spilling out from both 
Hollahan and Wrench, with an emphasis 
on motorcycle riding, a favorite hobby 
of Wrench’s. Hollahan even joked that 
Wrench manages to keep his bike up on 
two wheels “most of the time.”
    Wrench took the time to recognize a 
number of individuals in the crowd, many 
of them retired Marines.  The cracks about 
riding, recruiting stories and recently-ac-
quired beards lasted for much of the cere-
mony, but Wrench brought it all back home 
to close it out.
   “I couldn’t have asked for any better,” 
said Wrench, a native of Fayetteville, N.C.  
“I couldn’t have asked for better friends, 
associates, better family members, ex-
tended family members. My door is always 
open at home for everybody. I’ve got a lo-
cal number, a local home. I’m not leaving 
this place.”

    Wrench spoke of his biggest support-
er, his wife of almost 30 years, Jo Ann, 
many times.
    “I appreciate her support for all these 
years,” he said during a meeting a few days 
before his retirement.  “She is the backbone 
of the family and my career. She is the rea-
son I’ve made it to where I am.”
    Many who retire go on to start a second 
career, or to find a job that encompasses 
their hobbies. It’s not the case for Wrench.
   “My intent is to ‘just’ retire and enjoy 
life,” Wrench said.  
    Riding motorcycles with Jo Ann and 
spending as much time outdoors as possible 
with his three-year-old grandson, Isaiah, are 
at the top of his retirement to-do list.
    “[Isaiah’s] the one who’s gonna keep me 
energetic for the next 120 years,” he added.
In true fun-loving, humorous, down-to-
earth Wayne Wrench fashion, he concluded 
his retirement speech with an invigorating 
“Semper Fidelis, peace!”

Sgt. Maj. Herbert Wayne 
Wrench, the sergeant major 

of 2nd Marine Logistics 
Group, receives the Legion 

of Merit medal from Col. 
Mark Hollahan, the com-
manding officer, during 

his retirement ceremony 
aboard Camp Lejeune, N.C., 

March 16, 2012.  During 
the ceremony, Hollahan 
spoke of Wrench’s love 

of motorcycles, devotion 
to friends and family, and 
unwavering dedication to 

upholding the Marine Corps 
standard in everything he 

did.  Wrench’s wife Jo Ann 
and daughter Ashley were 
in attendance, along with 

dozens of active duty and 
retired servicemembers 
whom Wrench became 

close with during his 30-
year career. 
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