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Afghan security forces clear Taliban stronghold
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Kenneth Jasik
 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan – Afghan troops cleared
a Taliban stronghold the Yakchal Valley, with the support of
International Security Assistance Forces, during Operation
Now Roz, March 16 - 19. During the operation, the Afghan
National Security Forces discovered more than 40
improvised explosive devices, arrested known Taliban
members and discovered caches which included IED
components and suicide vests. Senior Afghan National Army
leadership planned and led the operation to secure the
objective. “The ANA seemed to dominate the ground pretty
effectively,” said British Sgt. Chris G. Bannon, a platoon
sergeant with British Advisory Group, 3rd Kandak, 215th

Corps, (Two Rifles Battle Group). “They had a positive effect on local nationals, who were pleased to see
the ANA. It’s quite easy to say that their presence on the ground forced the insurgents out.” (Read the
STORY)

British and Afghan troops launch dawn raid in Helmand
U.K. Defence News
 
A dawn raid by British and Afghan troops in Helmand
province has struck a blow at the insurgency in Afghanistan.
The elite Brigade Reconnaissance Force (BRF) joined forces
with the Warthog Group to strike at an insurgent
headquarters in the north of Task Force Helmand's area of
operations. A number of improvised explosive devices (IEDs),
some ordnance, and several weapons were recovered in the
operation. Local insurgents had been targeting British and
American troop bases to the north of the bustling city of
Gereshk and laying IEDs on the vital road between Gereshk,
Sangin and the Helmand power plant at the Kajaki Dam.
Intelligence suggested that the insurgents believed they were
safe because their headquarters were on the far side of a
large canal. But the BRF, comprising soldiers from the Queen's Dragoon Guards and 1st Battalion The
Yorkshire Regiment, swept in on their position in a two-pronged assault with the Warthog Group. (Read the
STORY)
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Afghan National Army operation symbolizes success in Advisor’s
mission
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Kenneth Jasik
 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan – As the tour of duty for
many soldiers with British Advisory Group 3rd Kandak 215th
Corps, (Two Rifles Battle Group), comes to an end, many of
them can look back at their work and see the results of their
time advising the local security forces when they see a more
independent Afghan National Army. British troops played a
supporting role in Operation Now Roz, March 16 through 19.
During the operation, they observed Afghan National
Security Forces securing the Yakchal Valley almost twice as
fast as they expected. “The ANSF have done really well,”

said British Cpl. John D. Elliot, a section commander with Two Rifles. “They are quite professional. The
locals are showing the ANA appreciation, which I believe is winning the war.” (Read the STORY)

‘Goliath’ Battery holds the front line at Kajaki
Story and photos by Marine Sgt. Jacob Harrer
 
OBSERVATION POST SHRINE, Afghanistan – The Marines
here guard the northeastern frontier in Helmand province.
Beyond the boundary of the observation post lies known
enemy territory, where insurgent fighters have taken refuge.
Farmland and abandoned compounds surround the post.
Insurgents sporadically shoot machine gun bursts and launch
attacks against the Marines from many different positions,
and when the Marines fight back, the enemy forces flee into
dry riverbeds deep enough to conceal most movement. For
the past four months, the Marines of Golf Battery, 2nd
Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment repelled dozens of attacks
and kept enemy forces from moving forward. Since 2010,
Marines have pushed insurgents north past the district center, said Sgt. Erick A. Granados, the 1st squad
leader with 1st platoon, Golf Battery, 2nd Bn., 11th Marines. They established Observation Post Shrine to
counter and attack insurgents where they settled, while preventing the enemy from conducting offensive
operations against coalition forces in the area. (Read the STORY)

British forces support Afghan-led clearance of insurgent
stronghold
U.K. Defence News
 

Nearly 1,000 British soldiers joined a major operation
planned and led by Afghan security forces to clear insurgents
from a Taliban heartland. The British troops joined forces
with 1,000 warriors from the Afghan National Army (ANA) and
patrolmen from the Afghan Uniform Police (AUP) and the
elite Afghan National Civil Order Police to clear insurgents
from the area around Yakchal. The area, known as an
insurgent heartland, lies to the east of Helmand province
between Lashkar Gah Durai and the bustling town of
Gereshk in the Nahr-e Saraj district. Gereshk is a security
priority for Afghan forces in the coming year and Yakchal is
close to both Highway One and Route 601 - putting

insurgents in an ideal position to attack Afghan and ISAF forces using the routes. Operation NOW ROZ, or
'New Day', came just before today's Afghan new year celebrations.(Read the STORY)
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Gunfighters aid 1st LAR insertion
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Isaac Lamberth
 
CAMP BASTION, Afghanistan - An hour before the break of
dawn, offices on the flight line of Camp Bastion, Afghanistan,
were abuzz with the day’s upcoming operations; one of which
included providing close-air-support for Marines on the
ground. Prior to heading into a hostile area, two helicopters,
a UH-1Y Huey and an AH-1W Cobra, from Marine Light
Attack Helicopter Squadron 369, also known as the
“Gunfighters,” fired their door mounted machine guns. The
final function check of their weapons reassured the crew
they would be ready to engage enemy forces if necessary.
After finishing their final tests, the duo flew south and circled
over a location suspected of containing IED-making materials
as they waited for ground units to arrive and search the area. As the sun’s rays began to touch the desert of
southern Helmand province, a platoon of Marines from 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion arrived
in MV-22B Ospreys, from Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 365, to check the suspected location as the

Gunfighters provided overwatch. (Read the STORY)

Operational stress program helps Marines help each other
Story and photos by Marine Sgt. James Mercure
 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WHITEHOUSE, Afghanistan
- If a Marine gets injured in combat, the response by those
he serves with is immediate. If a Marine has problems
handling operational stress, they are there for him just as
quickly. To help Marines identify the stages of operational
stress, the Operational Stress Control and Readiness
program is taught to all infantry battalions across the Marine
Corps. Keeping with a long-standing tradition of small unit
leadership, the OSCAR program teaches leaders at all levels
how to get their Marines the help they may need. “The
OSCAR program is an effective tool we use to help our own,”

said 1st Sgt. James Robertson, OSCAR instructor and Weapons Company 1st sergeant, 1st Battalion, 8th
Marine Regiment, and Nicholasville, Ky., native. “It teaches all Marines not to just stand by and watch a
Marine struggle. You may be a lance corporal and he may be a sergeant, but you should still step up and talk
to him if you see a change.” (Read the STORY)

Afghan soldiers conduct independent convoys with help from
advisor team
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Michele Watson
 
CAMP SHORABAK, Afghanistan - Coalition forces with the
Regional Logistics Support Command-Southwest Advisor
Team have made significant progress training members of
the Afghan National Army in the past few months. More than
a hundred ANA soldiers piled into 31 vehicles and set out for
their first independent cross-boundary combat logistics
patrol, March 15, at Camp Shorabak, Afghanistan. The
RLSC-SW Advisor Team is a joint team sourced through
NATO Training Mission-Afghanistan. Working side by side
with Afghan counterparts, members of the RLSC-SW Advisor
Team have paved the way for handing over logistical
responsibilities to the ANA. “When I first came here I knew it
would be the most fun, rewarding, challenging and frustrating job I have ever had,” said Lt. Col. Luke Kratky,
partnering office-in-charge, RLSC-SW Advisor Team. “And it has been exactly that.” (Read the STORY)
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Kajaki police sergeants sharpen skills with Marine advisors
Story and photos by Marine Sgt. Jacob Harrer
 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE ZEEBRUGGE, Afghanistan
– Second Sergeant Abdul Hari is a nine-year veteran of the
Afghan Uniformed Police in Kajaki district. As the assistant
training officer for his unit, he visits with U.S. Marine advisors
here several times a week for tips and tricks on how to
improve his unit and bring security to the locals. Hari and two
other sergeants drove their green police truck to meet with
Police Advisory Team 1, 1st Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment,
recently. Sitting next to a wooden table under a mosquito net,
they watched as Cpl. Jonathon R. Powell, a military
policeman with PAT 1, drew blue X’s on a white board to
show a tactical column. After observing the formation, Hari
asked questions about tactical scenarios, like dealing with
multiple enemies, moving around barriers, and being

ambushed from the rear. Powell, a 23-year-old native of Salineville, Ohio, added arrows and explained to the
police officers how to maneuver a squad forward when receiving enemy fire. Hari smiled and expressed how
happy he was to learn how to counterattack against insurgent forces. (Read the STORY)

Marine police advisors learn culture to work with Afghan police
Story and photos by Marine Sgt. Jacob Harrer
 
KAJAKI DISTRICT, Afghanistan – Marine advisors with
Police Advisory Team 1, 1st Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment,
frequently visit the Afghan Uniformed Police district
headquarters here. Before entering the compound, the
Marines leave their body armor and helmets in the vehicles
outside as a gesture of trust that the Afghan police secured
the area, and the Marines would not need their body armor
around their counterparts. The Afghans and Marines greet
each other with firm handshakes, smiles, and hugs. Shortly
after the Marines arrive, the Afghans bring chai tea and
sugar, insisting that each Marine sits down for a drink.
Though they speak different languages, both the Marines
and Afghans use basic phrases in English and also Pashto, the primary language in Helmand province.
Since first meeting with the AUP, the Marine advisors have practiced cultural awareness to build rapport with
their counterparts and recognize the different ways the Afghan police do their job in Kajaki, said Chief
Warrant Officer Jason G. Smith, the PAT 1 officer-in-charge with 1st Bn., 8th Marines. That includes being
comfortable with touch. (Read the STORY)

Garmsir district continues progress in education with Safar
School construction
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Reece Lodder
 

SAFAR, Afghanistan — Though its gray exterior walls must
still be painted and its entrances sealed by doors, the newly
constructed Safar School is a stepping stone for the growth
of education in southern Helmand province’s Garmsir district.
Approximately 40 elders and 150 students met with Afghan
National Security Forces and U.S. Marines with 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, to discuss the crucial role of
education to the future of Garmsir during a shura here,
March 18. The expansion of education in Garmsir has been
a challenging yet continuous process. Upon the arrival of
coalition forces here in 2006, the government and ANSF
began working with coalition forces in the northern portion of

the district to strengthen its infrastructure. (Read the STORY)
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Navy Seabees harness earth’s natural resources, sustain Afghan
region for years to come
Story and photos by Petty Officer 1st Class Jonathan Carmichael
 
KANDAHAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan – Seabees assigned to
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 11 harnessed a natural
source of water from 680-feet below the earth’s surface March
17, 2012 in the Panjwai district of Zangabad, Afghanistan, to
create a well that will sustain U.S. and allied forces there for
years to come. Immediate plans for the well are to provide
water for facilities such as showers, sinks, and toilets. Water
for those facilities is currently being trucked in by local hired
contractors. Future plans could include treating the water to
make it safe to drink. Currently, bottled water is brought in by
the truckload to sustain all who live and work on the forward
operating base. In addition to improving the quality of life and making the FOB self-sustaining, eliminating the
need for contractors and truckloads of bottled water will free up U.S. money that can be utilized elsewhere.
(Read the STORY)

Renewed bazaar a sign of progress in Kajaki
Story and photos by Marine Sgt. Jacob Harrer
 

TANGYE BAZAAR, Afghanistan – When Maj. Joseph R.
Jackson arrived here in October 2011, the bazaar was almost
completely abandoned. More than 400 stalls lay empty
except for a lone bakery supplying bread to the Afghan
Uniformed Police and local nationals. Since then, businesses
have began opening in the bazaar as Kajaki residents felt
safe and optimistic enough to return for the first time since
2006. “The Tangye Bazaar is in a state of rejuvenation,” said
Jackson, the lead governance and development advisor with
1st Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment. “Right now… there are
shops reopening in the Tangye Bazaar, and this is an
incredibly encouraging sign. The people are slowly coming

back to the bazaar. It has tremendous potential, and we’re seeing people come back, reopening shops, and
doing this on their own. It’s showing us that the economy has a chance of revitalizing itself.” The Tangye
Bazaar is located next to the Helmand River and bordering the Zamindawar farmlands to the north. It was
built shortly after the Soviet occupation ended here, said Jackson, a native of Cincinnati and a History, and
Diplomacy and Foreign Affairs major from Miami University in Ohio. (Read the STORY)

ANA graduates take major steps to medical independence
Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Timothy Lenzo
 
FORWARD OPERATING BASE DELARAM II, Afghanistan –
The three medics stand at attention, quietly waiting for their
weeks of hard work to come to fruition. After some words from
Afghan National Army Lt. Col. Miwand, corps surgeon with
215 Corps, the men received their certificate of qualification,
March 17. The soldiers completed the medic course and took
a major step toward Afghan medical independence. Miwand
attended the first graduation for the medic course taught by
Afghan instructors, on Delaram II. His presence demonstrated
the level of confidence and support by the ANA higher
commanders in the program started eight week ago. “This is
something that is really high profile with the ANA,” said Petty
Officer 1st Class Nigel Kissoon, course supervisor and chief medical adviser with Regimental Combat Team
6. “Having the [ANA Corps] surgeon come down to do the graduation was really important, especially to
these students.” (Read the STORY)
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Logistics Marines hit their stride, complete largest patrol so far
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Mark Stroud
 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan - Alpha Company,
Combat Logistics Battalion 4, 1st Marine Logistics Group
(Forward), completed their largest combat logistics patrol to
date in Helmand province, March 11–14. Even with more
tactical vehicles and more supplies than any of their previous
patrols, CLB-4 completed their mission ahead of schedule.
“The Marines are getting the hang of operations out here
and are becoming [more proficient],” said Staff Sgt. Luis
Martinezbido, platoon sergeant, 2nd Platoon, Alpha Co.,
CLB-4. “We set ourselves a goal to complete the convoy
ahead of schedule and the Marines worked together and

went the extra mile to get that done.” The convoy delivered supplies to forward operating bases and combat
outposts manned by Regimental Combat Team 6 in support of counter-insurgency operations. After
completing the delivery, the Marines backhauled surplus equipment for repair and retrograde, said 2nd Lt.
Charlsie Brooks, platoon commander, 2nd Plt., Alpha Co., CLB-4. (Read the STORY)

Memorial to fallen soldiers dedicated
Story and photos by Army Sgt. Christine Samples
 
CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan – Five fallen soldiers
were honored with a unique monument during a memorial
dedication service at the 375th Combat Sustainment Support
Battalion compound here March 17. Inspired by the National
9/11 Memorial, the monument consists of a small reflecting
pool with fountain, a five foot tall Freedom Tower made out of
reinforced concrete covered with mirrored Plexiglas and a
concrete wall measuring seven feet covered with black
granite. Etched in plaques on the wall are the names of the
five soldiers: Sgt. Devin Daniels, Spc. Shawn Muhr, Spc.
Joshua Campbell, Pfc. Alberto Obod and Cpl. Colby
Richmond. “Memorials are for the living,” said Brig. Gen. Les
Carroll, commander of Joint Sustainment Command-
Afghanistan, a speaker at the ceremony. “These great
Americans weren’t perfect men. They were just like every
one of you. They were soldiers who raised their hands and
said, ‘Send me’,” Carroll told the audience that the fallen
soldiers were willing to sacrifice all they had in this world for
something greater than themselves and that’s why we honor
them and pray for their families, but we memorialize them for
ourselves. (Read the STORY)
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Chief of staff turns tables: constraining insurgents, engaging
Afghan leadership
Story and photos by Chief Petty Officer Leslie Shively
 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan - From a roadside bomb
exploding under a bus full of Afghans to a firefight between
insurgents and coalition forces, Col. Lawrence Killmeier
knew about them all. As chief of staff for II Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward), he reviewed reports on
casualties in Nimroz and Helmand provinces among his other
duties. He said it was these tasks that accounted for many of
his longest days in Afghanistan. “We had an incident where
a civilian bus hit an (improvised explosive device) going
around a checkpoint because the driver didn’t want to wait
for traffic,” he said. “That was probably the largest number of
casualties we had in one day.” Coalition forces responded to

the bombing causing the operating rooms at the U.K.-led Bastion Hospital to reach their capacity with
wounded. Both the chief of staff and hospital personnel put in a very long day – fighting physical exhaustion
and the media battle. Insurgents took every opportunity to highlight civilian casualties and condemn coalition
forces in the press. (Read the STORY)

I am not a hero
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Johnny Merkley
 
PATROL BASE LAMBADAND, Afghanistan — Marines
across the globe perform admirably in high stress, difficult
situations on a daily basis. While many of these Marines are
rewarded with medals for their service and dedication, others
feel satisfaction just knowing they did their job. In some
cases, doing their job could mean keeping the Marines and
sailors around them alive and well. For U.S. Marine Cpl.
Robert D. Knutson, a squad leader with Weapons Company,
2nd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, it meant making sure his
best friend lived to see another day. “I will never forget that
day,” said Knutson, a native of Lebanon, Pa. “So far it is my
most memorable Marine Corps experience.” On Sep. 24,
2010, Knutson was on patrol in Helmand province’s Marjah
district when his squad came under heavy enemy machine
gun and small arms fire. In the midst of the battle, Knutson got word that his best friend, Cpl. Millard W.
Westfall, a native of Opp, Ala., had been shot and was bleeding profusely. (Read the STORY)

Nebraska Reserve Marine keeps Afghans safe
Story and photos by Marine Sgt. John Jackson
 

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan – For the past six
months, Sgt. Matthew Branch has been responsible for
providing security for Afghan truck drivers while they deliver
fuel to forward operating bases in northern Helmand
province, Afghanistan. While he and his Marines have
successfully accomplished this mission, the job is a change
of pace for the Kearney, Neb., native. Branch is the assistant
security team leader for 2nd Platoon, General Support Motor
Transport Company, Marine Air-Ground Task Force Support
Battalion 11.2, 1st Marine Logistics Group (Forward);
however, while not forward deployed, he is a Marine Corps
reservist attached to 4th Engineer Maintenance Company in
Omaha, Neb. When in Nebraska, Branch is accustomed to

arriving at work at 6 a.m. and leaving around 3 p.m. Additionally, ensuring the enemy does not affect his
mission or harm Afghan drivers is not in his everyday job description. (Read the STORY)
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Los Angeles corpsman takes care of Marines in Afghanistan
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Michele Watson
 
HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan - After spending his
entire life growing up in Los Angeles, Petty Officer 3rd Class
Joshua Stallings decided he needed to make a life altering
change if he was going to become the man he wanted to be.
The youngest of six, Stallings looked to the military as a
possible career path. “My family was very supportive of the
medical field, so I decided to join the Navy and became a
corpsman,” said Stallings, 23. As a first duty station, Stallings
worked with Marines at Parris Island taking care of countless
recruits in training. After two and a half years, he was sent to
Combat Logistics Battalion 1, 1st Marine Logistics Group at
Camp Pendleton, Calif. “I love California,” said Stallings, who
was more than happy to be stationed much closer to his
family. “It’s my home, and family is the most important thing to me.” (Read the STORY)

Colorado Marine teaches discipline through martial arts in
Afghanistan
Story and photos by Marine Cpl. Alfred V. Lopez
 

CAMP DWYER, Afghanistan – Black, brown, green, gray and
tan. Those are the colors of the belt levels of the Marine
Corps Martial Arts Program that a ‘user’ can earn. Red is a
color reserved for a Marine who has the extreme discipline
and dedication required to earn the right to become an
instructor trainer. Hours, days and weeks are spent under
grueling training conditions to earn the red tab these Marines
display on their belts. Four red instructor tabs represent the
experience and discipline of U.S. Marine Gunnery Sgt. Jason
Rossman, the company gunnery sergeant of Charlie
Company, 3rd Assault Amphibious Battalion, currently
attached to Combat Logistics Battalion 1. Rossman, a 4th

degree black belt MCMAP instructor and 37-year-old native of Grand Junction, Colo., began his martial arts
journey in the Corps in 2001 at Marine Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe Bay. (Read the STORY)

Combat Sustainment Support Battalion Memorial
Video by Army Staff Sgt. Daniel Symonds

 
Soldiers stationed at Camp Leatherneck in Afghanistan paid
honor to their fallen brothers. Soldiers of the 375th Combat
Sustainment Support Battalion joined together to pay honor
to five soldiers with a permanent unique memorial on Camp
Leatherneck, Afghanistan. The memorial stands almost
seven feet tall, made of black granite with a replica of the
Freedom Tower along with a reflecting pool. The memorial
will stay in its current location, until all U.S. forces come
home from Afghanistan. (Watch the VIDEO)

http://www.dvidshub.net/video/139860/cssb-memorial
http://www.dvidshub.net/video/139860/cssb-memorial
http://www.dvidshub.net/video/139860/cssb-memorial
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/85422/colorado-marine-teaches-discipline-through-martial-arts-afghanistan
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/85422/colorado-marine-teaches-discipline-through-martial-arts-afghanistan
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/85422/colorado-marine-teaches-discipline-through-martial-arts-afghanistan
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/85470/los-angeles-corpsman-takes-care-marines-afghanistan
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/85470/los-angeles-corpsman-takes-care-marines-afghanistan
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/85470/los-angeles-corpsman-takes-care-marines-afghanistan


The Renewal of the Tangye Bazaar
Video by Marine Sgt. Jacob Harrer

 
in October 2011, the bazaar was almost completely
abandoned. More than 400 stalls lay empty except for a lone
bakery supplying bread to the Afghan Uniformed Police and
local nationals. Since then, businesses have began opening
in the bazaar as Kajaki residents felt safe and optimistic
enough to return for the first time since 2006. The Tangye
Bazaar is located next to the Helmand River and bordering
the Zamindawar farmlands to the north. It was built shortly
after the Soviet occupation ended here. (Watch the VIDEO)

 
Strengthening the backbone: NCOs share lessons learned in
combat
 
Marines escort Afghan drivers, get fuel to the fight
 
UK forces help Afghan police hold community party
 
Marines find downtime while deployed
 
Marines celebrate Afghan New Year
 
Marines, civilians connect through armbars and choke holds
 
Cash is out, the eagle is in

 

Lt. Grasmuck speaks with a reporter from the Union Democrat
 
Cpl. Frank, MACG-38 (FWD) talks to Yuma Sun
 
Sgt. Aguirre, MWHS-3 (FWD) talks to Fox Sports - National
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