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...there is expressed the longing of

humanity for an order of society in

1-75th CAV Draws Sabers in 3 which justice, fair dealing, coopera-
New Sector tion, and peace shall prevail. This
seems almost an idle dream in such
= = = a time of war as this. But we are en-
“Strike” S_Oldlel" Recognized for 4 gaged in this struggle in order that
Volunteering such a dream may be brought closer
to realization.
1-75th Cav. Soldier Overcomes 5
Obstacles to remain with Com- We have clearly changed the face of South Baghdad. Because of
s yvour efforts, we will soon turn over a second area of operations to
Iragi army control. Simply know that in this area, once defined as
Faces of the Heart 6-7| Al Qaeda in Iraq’s southern zone we have broken the back of the

major terrorist network. For nearly 10 months, we, you, have
pushed Al Qaeda out of a major sanctuary and killed many of its

g g ring leaders. Know that our efforts are directly linked to the death of
Strong Links at Strike Force 8| Zarqawi -- we have enabled a chance for peace in this most difficult
of areas. No other unit has done more. On a July 1 visit to Camp
Striker, General Casey, Commanding General Multinational Forces
—Iraq, stated, *“it’s rare that I can point to a brigade that has had such

- a strategic impact on my two goals -- securing Baghdad and defeat-
Feeding the Forces 91 ing Al Qaeda.”

Even with our many successes and even in our most challenging

times, none of us ever expected to face events, such as the brutal
Soldier and NCO of the Quarter, 10| murder of our fellow Soldiers, at the hands of soulless terrorists. But
we did and we have dealt with it and we will continue to gain
strength fiom it.

Having personally witnessed all that each of you gave under the

harshest of conditions, you Black Heart Soldiers, defined for all
others what it really means to be a Soldier. I will never know better
men and women than you. I offer my most sincere and deepest
thanks to each and every Soldier, Air Force Airmen, Navy Diver,
and interpreter, who served with us during this moment. Never was

Stories Continued 11

I more proud of all of us as we fought with incredible courage and a
tireless devotion to duty to recover our lost Soldiers. Within moments of the incident, nearly 8000 US and Iraqi army Sol-
diers moved to block, conduct searches, and engage communities to gain clues in support of this effort. Most of you had not
rested at all from earlier missions and yet you did not hesitate one second, you simply executed your mission flawlessly and
persevered under the harshest battlefield conditions for over 72 hours straight. You are Soldiers — no, you are the very best
Soldiers. Everyone one of you is to be thanked and admired — everyone!

Furthermore, this fight continues. We recently have killed or captured many terrorists linked to this event to include a
senior Al Qaeda lieutenant. I am confident that given an unshakable faith in God, coupled with our total commitment to
each other and to our mission, this most challenging event has further strengthened us — we are able to face anything and we
remain vigilant in taking our fight to a despicable enemy.

Finally I offer my heartfelt condolences to all the families, friends and teammates

The things we see are temporal; the things which are not yvet seen are eternal.

The dream of a more peacefill South Baghdad, Iraq is much closer to reality because of us. Stay focused, maintain high
standards, and remain vigilante. Continue to set conditions for those that follow us. We will give them a South Baghdad,
Iraq better than anyone could ever imagine.

God Bless each of you.
STRIKE!

Todd Ebel

Colonel, Infantry
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CAMP STRIKER, Iraq — Change is something that the Sol-
diers of the 1st Squadron 75th Cavalry Regiment have grown
accustomed to during their tour in Iraq. Since deploying, the
squadron has changed mission three times in nine months.

The unit has transferred battle space with 2nd Battalion,
130th Infantry Regiment, 1st Battalion, 22nd Combined
Arms Brigade, 1st Battalion, 87th Infantry Regiment, 1st
Squadron, 71st Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Battalion, 8th Infan-
try Regiment, 1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd
Marine Recon Battalion, 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cav-
alry Regiment, 2nd Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment, 1st
Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, and twice exchanged Area
of Operations with 2nd Battalion, 502 Infantry Regiment.

However, the most recent change is one which brings 1-
75th CAV full circle sending them back to an area they con-
trolled when the unit first arrived in October 2005.

“It’s De ja Vu, all over again,” as Task Force
“Widowmaker” gets another crack at the sprawling farmland
of Radwaniva.

Every mission is different, and during the last nine months
each change of mission has presented the squadron with a
unique set of challenges. In every instance, the Soldiers
have risen to the occasion and met those challenges head-on.

Lt. Col. Lee Walters, the commander of 1-75th CAV, took
a moment recently to discuss the nature of the new mission
and describe how he expects the squadron will respond to
this latest test.

i New Saciar

Sgt. Jason Durham, 1st Squadron, 7Sth Cavalry Regi-
ment, looks out over the landscape while heading out on
an Air Assault mission Nov. 1, 2005, south of Baghdad,
Iraq. The Soldiers of 1-75th CAV have participated in
multiple Air Assaults and are responsible for uncovering
many weapons caches during their deployment.

(U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Patrik Textira, 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division)

“Change is always inevitable in this dynamic and
fluid environment,” he said. “This adjustment is no
different. It will be a challenge to take over a new AO
but our Squadron is up to the task and looks forward to
making real progress in this important area of opera-
tions.”

Accompanying the change of mission is yet another
change in the squadron’s task organization. Since ar-
riving in theater, Task Force Widowmaker has been
assisted in their operations by a litany of attachments to
include a mechanized infantry company, an engineer
company and an Iraqi army battalion. The most recent
additions are the Soldiers of D Co., 2nd Battalion,
502nd Infantry Regiment, who are relieving the Engi-
neers of E Co., 1st Battalion, 22nd Combined Arms
Brigade.

While their reputation precedes them, D Co., 2-502nd IN
has some big shoes to fill in replacing a unit that has been so
important to the squadron’s operations over the last six
months. Prior to their departure, the Squadron Commanding
Officer (SCO) praised the impeccable performance of the
engineers and wished them continued success in the future
saying, “We have enjoyed operating alongside our brothers
from E Co. 1-22nd CAB (Engineer) and they have been an
integral part of TF Widowmakers, The Soldiers have devel-
oped friendships that will stand the test of time and separa-
tion and we wish them well on their next mission.”

Aside from the organizational changes, the squadron
staff recognizes the major tenet of the new mission as an
expansion in the size of AQ Widowmaker, and while suc-
cessful in its previous assignment, guarding arguably the
most dangerous stretch of highway in all Iraq, the Soldiers
are looking forward to the flexibility a larger AO creates.

This expansion will allow the planners at both squadron
and troop level to target not only the terrorists responsible
for attacking coalition and Iraqi Security Forces, but also
those who facilitate their operations, directing and support-
ing these attacks behind the scenes.

“The ability to pursue the enemy into their safe havens,
separate the insurgents from the general populace, and crush
their attempts to launch coordinated attacks will be instru-
mental to the unit’s effectiveness at disrupting the Anti-Iraqi
Forces operating in the southwest Baghdad area,” said Capt.

Continued on Pg. 11 see 1-75th CAV
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"Strike" Soldier Recognized for Volunteering

Spc. George Welcome
2nd BCT 101st Abn. Div. PAO

CAMP STRIKER, Iragq—The spirit of the volunteer is the foundation that the Army is built on. It is what has made our
Army the best and most professional for the past 231 years. A Soldier in the “STRIKE” Brigade exemplifies the volun-
teering spirit and for it, will be presented with an award.

Spc. Samuel Harrington, an intelligence systems maintainer with Company B, 2-101st Brigade Troops Battalion is be-
ing awarded the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal for volunteer work he performed while attending ad-
vanced individual training at Fort Huachuca, Ariz.

“While I was in AIT, two other Soldiers and I coached a nine and ten-year olds basketball team in Sierra Vista,” said
Harrington, a native of Grandledge, Mich. “It was the first time I volunteered and I had a great time. It was awesome.”

According to the American Veterans website, the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal was established by
Executive Order 12830. It is awarded to members of the Armed Forces who performed outstanding volunteer community
service of a sustained, direct and consequential nature.

“I found out just before I graduated firom AIT that I would be getting the
award, but the paperwork got lost somehow,” Harrington said. “The orders for
the award just got here about three months ago.”

“As a person, I thought it was great,” Harrington said of his volunteering ex-
perience. “We all loved basketball so that’s why we decided to do it. We taught
these kids how to play basketball, they loved it, the parents loved it, and it was a
great time.”

Soldiers who work with Harrington were not surprised to find that he had been
awarded the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, as his daily actions
in the workplace prove that he has a helpful nature. “He’s very squared away.”

“No, I'm not surprised at all that Harrington is receiving this award,” said
Staff. Sgt. Jedediah Wells, intelligence electronic warfare noncommissioned offi-
cer in charge.

Wells had nothing but praise for Harrington’s work ethic.

“He’s a go-getter,” said Wells. “ Any task you give him he gets it done with mini-
mal supervision. He’s just a great Soldier all around.”

As for Harrington, volunteering was not only a way to help out others, but an
opportunity to do something that brought him great joy.

“I did it for fun,” Harrington explained. “I didn’t know I was getting an
award.”
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L<{0llh Gy Sotdier Overcomes Onstacles to Remaim with fmrades

By 1st Lt. Thomas Cudahy
1-75th CAV

Five months prior to 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1015t
Airborne Division’s deployment to Iraq, doctors at Fort
Campbell, Ky, diagnosed Spc. Benjamin Keenan with tes-
ticular cancer.

He immediately underwent radiation treatment and addi-
tional therapies; he began to show signs of recovery. After
several weeks of treatment, it appeared that the therapies had
halted the spread of his cancer, which to Keenan, provided
him the possibility of deploying with his platoon.

When asked to describe himself, Keenan, a Cavalry Scout
assigned to 1st Squadron 75th Cavalry Regiment, said he is
“just another Joe in the Army.” Yet to those who know him
better, Keenan, or “Big Ben™ as he is known, has become a
towering example of fortitude and personal courage, both for
his unit and the entire Squadron.

While Keenan appeared to be winning his struggle against
cancer, his fight to deploy with the rest of his unit had only
begun. The first challenge was to convince his doctors that
his cancer was in total remission. Further testing assured the
doctors that Keenan had a minimal chance of suffering a
relapse.

Additionally, he had to persuade his chain of command
that he would be able to receive adequate follow up treat-
ments from the medical staff in the Combat Support Hospital
in Baghdad. He signed a waiver saying he understood he had
a strong possibility of suffering a relapse, and that he was
willing to risk his health and his life to go to war with his
fellow troopers.

A week prior to deployment, Keenan, who friends call,
“the unluckiest, lucky person I've ever met,” was told his

request would be granted, and he left Fort Campbell with his
platoon, bound for southern Baghdad.

As a member of 2nd Platoon, A Troop, 1-75th Cav,
Keenan always contributed greatly to his team’s success.

“He set a great example for his peers,” said 1st Lt. Jason
Fears, Keenan’s platoon leader. “His work ethic and tough-
ness are an inspiration to us on a daily basis.”

While Keenan’s dedication to his mission and his fellow
troopers was evident, his personal trials continued.

In early March a black mass was detected on Keenan’s X-
Rays during a routine check-up. Blood tests indicated that
the mass indicated a possible relapse. He was evacuated to
Landstuhl Medical Center in Germany, where he underwent
further testing to determine the source of the mass. After
several harrowing days in which Keenan wondered whether
his cancer might return, he was given a clean bill of health
and told he could return to his unit.

One month later, the day before he was scheduled to earn
his promotion to Specialist, Keenan’s truck struck a pressure
plate roadside bomb while conducting a patrol south of
Baghdad. Keenan was wounded in the attack, and after being
ground evacuated, it was determined he had suffered several
injuries, including a broken transverse process and ruptured
spleen. This was the second time that the vehicle in which he
was riding was completely destroyed by a roadside bomb, a
distinction he is happy to share with no one else in the
Troop. Instead of opting to return to Fort Campbell for his
recovery and rehabilitation, Keenan again fought to finish
what he had started.

Currently, Keenan is performing light duty as a Radio
Transmit Operator for Apache Troop’s Tactical Operation
Center. At 29 years old, he says he is motivated by the desire
to provide for his wife and three sons.

Keenan was recently
awarded the Purple

Heart for the wounds he

suffered in combat.
Keenan said he is eager
to rejoin the line; a
model for the Warrior
Ethos, he said he only
wants to get back to
doing the job.

Spc. Benjamin
Keenan, 1st Squadron,
75th Cavalry Regi-
ment, stands proud in
the turret as he pulls
duty as gunner just
before heading out on
patrol Jan. 12, south of
Baghdad, Iraq. (Photo
courtesy of 1-75th
Cavalry Regiment )




Command Sgt. Major Pfrogner, 2nd
Battalion, 302nd Infantry Regiment,

watches as a road is cleared for IEDs
June 19.

Lt. Col. Farley, 326th Brigade Support Battalion, passes
the colors during a change of command ceremony June
27, to in coming commander Capt. Horton

Two Soldiers pose for a photo after a
change of command ceremony June 27.

“Strike” Soldiers get a lesson on IED detection from a
visiting British sergeant major June 28.



(RIGHT) Command Sgt. Major Brown (Left) and
First Sgt. Sampson stand before a formation dur-

ing a change of responsibility ceremony held June
30.

Pfc. Charboneau, 2nd Battalion, S02nd In-

fantry Regiment, looks out over a sunrise Sgt. Rodriguez, 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infan-

during a mission June 19. try Regiment, welcomes the new MERLIN 6,
\ 1st Lt. Morris to the team.
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When the Soldiers of 2™ Battalion,
502™ Infantry Regiment, the “Strike
Force” Battalion, began preparations for
their deployment to Iraq back in June of
2005, no one could foresee what would
await the Battalion upon arrival at
Camp Stryker.

Sure, the battalion had the previous
unit send as much information as possi-
ble, and sure, the battalion had taken the
lessons learned from previous deploy-
ments and applied them to this deploy-
ment, but in the end, the Soldiers truly
had no idea what conditions would be
like when their boots hit the ground.

The companies began making their
preparations for their arrival in Iraq, and
the battalion headquarters began mak-
ing theirs. The Tactical Operations Cen-
ter (TOC) had a lot of work to do. There
was packing of all of the equipment that

would be needed to maintain a Battalion
Command Post as well as the mentally
taxing task of trying to think of every-

Hunter raises his hand for his final reenlistment while deployed in Iraq

thing that the Soldiers would need to
conduct day to day operations. From
coffee pots to power converters, the
lists were endless, and the enormous
task of trying to think of everything
needed would fall to one man, Sgt. 1%
Class Jeffrey Hunter, the Battalion’s
Operations NCO.

Hunter hails from Staunton,
Virginia. He is assigned to the 2
Battalion, 502™ Infantry Regiment
as the Battalion Operations NCO.
He attended Basic Combat Train-
ing at Fort Benning, GA, and
serves the Army as an Infantry-
man (11B). He is married to
Nancy Hunter, and they have one
child, a little girl named Madisyn
(4 months old).

When the battalion arrived at Camp
Striker, they began conducting the relief
in place of the previous unit. The battal-
ion basically fell in on all of their equip-
ment, as well as the building that they
had previously used as their Tactical
Operations Center. The first change that
the battalion put into effect was the
renovation of the TOC.

It was decided almost immediately
that there were to be major changes, and
the task of renovating the building fell
to Hunter and his crew. They wasted no
time at all, beginning the renovations
before the previous unit had even left.

In a matter of days, you could barely
recognize the structure. Where before
there had been an administrative work

area, there was now
four plasma screens
displaying a constant
flow of information
from the battlefield, a

After spending
the better part
of two days on a
plane, Sergeant
1% Class Jeffrey
Hunter holds
his new daugh-
ter for the first
time.

raised platform for the Battle Captain to
work and miles upon miles of cable run
through the ceiling, facilitating a myriad
of communications options.

All this was accomplished in only 48
hours, and all at the hands of Hunter.
He could often be seen working up to
20 hours a day, with little sleep, until
the battalion was 100% ready to assume
control of the area. If not for his in-
credible skill, and dedication to the suc-
cess of this battalion, there would have
been no way that we could have as-
sumed control of the area so seamlessly.

He had clearly established himself as
the glue that held the Battalion together.

“I have never seen a Non Commis-
sioned Officer take such good care of
soldiers as Sgt. 1** Class Hunter does,”
said Capt. Dan Stuewe, battalion assis
tant operations officer. “I’ve seen him
studying numerous Army Regulations
trying to figure out how to get citizen-
ship for his Soldier’s wife, coaching a
young Soldier on how to save money
and set up a plan to get his teeth fixed,
and personally getting ice cold water for
Soldiers every time they come off an
Air Assault. He is a master of doing all
of the little things that no one thinks
about or remembers...but that will

Story cont. on Pg. 11 see (STRIKE FORCE)
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Pfc. Brandon Fraser slices tomatoes in the Kitchen of the
MMahmudiyah dining facility.

Story and photos by
Spc. George Welcome

People love to eat and Soldiers are no exception. In a
place with very few of the comforts of home, knowing that
hot, delicious meals are available to them can go a long way
in bolstering Soldiers’ morale.

Certainly these tasty vittles don’t just prepare themselves,
that’s where the Soldiers who cook at the Mahmudiyah din-
ing facility use their culinary talents to feed the troops who
fight the battles.

“Dinner is definitely the busiest time of the day,” said
Sgt. Dyshan Keels, of Headquarters Company, 526th Bri-
gade Support Battalion. *“Soldiers are out on missions in the
morning and the afternoon, so most of our crowd is in the
evening.”

And it is quite the hungry crowd. The cooks on Mah-
mudiyah prepare well over 800 servings per meal, to ensure
that everyone will be able to have enough to eat.

*“Since we have people who can’t eat certain foods be-
cause of their culture, we usually cook different things. If
we cook a pork selection, we will cook another type of meat
as well,” said Keels.

The Soldiers had to overcome some major obstacles in
transforming the DFAC from shabby, to an inviting eating
establishment.

“When we first got here everything was pretty trashy and
we didn’t have the best equipment to work with,” said Spc.
Eric Snell. “We didn’t even have warmers that worked well,
so the food would be cold sometimes.”

||1n r'r r')r*'“

After a few months, the Soldiers were not only able to get
new equipment for the kitchen, battalion had arranged for
the entire DFAC floor to be refinished. All these improve-
ments made cooking a proper meal much easier.

I

The cooks® work goes far beyond what they do in the
kitchen. Along with preparing three meals per day, they also
perform guard duty and divide rations that are shipped to
Mahmudiyah from Camp Striker.

“We have 15 Soldiers who work at the DFAC,” said
Keels. “But that gets stretched thin when you take into ac-
count the guard shifts we pull and the ration details.”

The DF AC receives rations that include various food,
soda, Gatorade, ice cream, utensils and all the things one
would expect to find in a dining facility.

“Every five days we receive $ 75,000 worth of rations,”
said Sgt. 1st Class Inman, dining facility noncommissioned
officer in charge. “The rations come from Kuwait to Striker,
then get pushed out to us.”

Since there are no Kellogg, Brown and Root food prepar-
ers, the cooks attached to 1-502 have the distinction of be-
ing the only cooks in the “STRIKE” area of operations who
are actually cooking, a fact that some of them enjoy.

“I heard some of the war stories about Mahmudiyah and I
didn’t really want to come down here,” explained Keels.
“But once I got down here and realized that I was doing my
job, it actually felt good because it makes the time go by
faster.”

The Soldiers are glad they are there as well. Deployments
usually bring fears of eating MREs for a year, a fate no Sol-
dier deserves.

“We get compliments from the Soldiers,” said Keels.
“They tell us if they thought the food was good. But if we
don’t have something they want that day, they’ll be mad at
us,” he joked. “The thing Soldiers like best right now is
breakfast. A month ago we started making omelets, so they
really enjoy that.”

With the addition of the new breakfast omelet selection,
the DFAC has become a place Soldiers know that a good,
hot meal awaits them.

Pfc. Maira Perez re-stocks the salad bar in the Mahmahdiyah.
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Congradulations
to the NCO and Soldier of the Quarter

Soldier of
(I!!!\;\‘ The Quarter:
B spc wWilkes
1-75th CAV NCO of
The Quarter:
S$SG Escude’

HHC, 2-101st
BTB

H@ﬁ@ﬁﬁg our [allen C omrades

2nd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, has lost many Soldiers since
our arrival in Iraq. We will never forget our fallen eagles and should honor their mem-

ory and service to country.
These Soldiers exemplified the Army values and it is the Brigade Sergeant Major’'s
plan to provide a lasting memorial for their service and sacrifice.

Sgt. Major Stall is asking all Soldiers to donate $10.00 to a memorial fund. Upon re-
turn to Fort Campbell a memorial wall will be
raised with each Soldier’s unit and name en-

graved on it.

For those who would like to donate $10.00
to the fund should provide the money to
their First Sergeant by September 1st.

9
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Photos by Spc. Kelly K. MeDowell s}
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1'75th CAV (Continued from Pg. 3)

“The ability to pursue the enemy into their safe ha-
vens, separate the insurgents from the general populace,
and crush their attempts to launch coordinated attacks
will be instrumental to the unit’s effectiveness at dis-
rupting the Anti-Iraqi Forces operating in the southwest
Baghdad area,” said Capt. Matthew Arrol, squadron fire
support officer.

As part of the transition, B Co. 1-75th CAV, will re-
occupy a heavily contested area formerly controlled by
the Marines of Multinational Forces West. This region
has seen little coalition presence in recent months and
experienced resurgence in enemy activity since the last
time the Widowmaker squadron was in the area.

“Over the last nine months we’ve conducted a lot of
different operations,” Capt. Matthew Ruckman, B
Troop’s Commander, said. “We’ve learned a lot in that
time and I'm certain that we will be able to get back in
there and take the fight to the enemy.”

The more things change however, the more they re-
main the same, and while the Widowmaker AO is ex-
panding, the squadron has not vet been relieved of its
primary mission of guarding the Corps Main Supply
Route.

“This task is vitally important, not only to the Bagh-
dad Area, but to all Coalition operations throughout
Iraq,” said the squadron commander commenting about
the importance of the unit’s MSR security mission.
“Maintaining freedom of movement for coalition forces
on the MSR allows friendly units to both sustain them-
selves logistically and conduct the tactical maneuvering
necessary to defeat the insurgency. As such it remains a
top priority for both the leaders and the soldiers of 1-75
CAV.>”

Everyone in the squadron views the upcoming mis-
sion as an opportunity to build upon the accomplish-
ments made over the last nine months and is anxious to
finish out their tour in Iraq on a high note.

“We patrolled this new area of operations for about
three months, previously during the deployment, suc-
cessfully destroying numerous weapons caches and de-
taining over 30 insurgents,” said A Troop’s Com-
mander, Capt. Jeff Lewis. “We also have several months
of experience patrolling MSR Tampa, in which we re-
duced the number of daily attacks in our AQ by over
50%%6. I am confident we will capitalize on our previous
experiences and be successful once again in our new
area of operations.”

In spite of all the changes, there has been one con-
stant throughout over nine months of continuous full
gpectrum operations and that is the indomitable spirit of
the Soldiers of 1st Squadron, 75th Cavalry Regiment.

“No matter what mission is thrown their way,
whether it’s patrolling a deadly stretch of highway or
hunting down terrorists in the Iraqi countryside, the Sol-
diers of 1-75 CAV take it all in stride,” Lt. Col. Lee
Walters said. “Missions may come and go, but the pur-
suit of excellence is the enduring operation in TF Wid-
owmaker.”

Strike Force {Continued ffom Pg. 8

make or break a Soldier’s morale. He is selfless, plain and sim-
ple. And that’s not just in his daily Army duties...everything
he does is selfless.”

As the months wore on, Hunter continued to impress his
leadership on the battalion. He logged hour after hour assuming
all responsibility for any air operations conducted by the battal-
ion. It never mattered what time of the day the air operations
would occur, Hunter would be there. He would personally load
aircraft with supplies and ensure that the soldiers outside of the
wire were well taken care of.

The Soldiers of the battalion were always his primary con-
cern, no matter what. Although his assigned job was to main-
tain smooth operations at the TOC, he never failed to put effort
into helping the Soldiers of the battalion, both at the TOC and
outside of the wire.

He even managed to sneak onto the commander’s Personal
Security Detachment, just to make a trip outside of the wire,
when his job would normally keep him operating inside of the
wire.

“He just cares about Soldiers in general” said Sgt. 1% Class
Berieault, the battalion operations sergeant major. “He’s al-
ways working his butt off. The guy is always on top of things.
Half the time, he’s putting in more hours than anybody else
here, and in the end, he just really cares about the Soldiers. It
doesn’t matter if there in the wire or out, he just simply cares
about all of the Soldiers™.

When Hunter deployed with the battalion, he, of course,
looked forward to getting the job done in Iraq, but he also, like
the rest of us, dreaded leaving his wife behind. Their relation-
ship is a special one that most people only dream of. To make
matters worse, she was pregnant with their first child. It was
shaping up to a very long deployment. As the months rolled by,
he began looking forward to heading home for his mid-tour
break.

As that day approached, it became obvious that it was going
to be very close to the birth. I personally remember the day that
he left out. He was like a little kid, just excited to be going
home to be with his wife and child. His wife had gone into la-
bor while he was still airborne and on his way. After giving
birth to a beautiful little girl, she was released from the hospital
with just enough time to head out to Nashville, and to pick him
up at the airport.

He had assumed that he would be heading to the hospital
when he landed, but instead, he was greeted by his wife and
their new daughter, Madisyn Hunter. It was easily the best day
of his life, the icing on the cake for a great vacation home.
Eight months into the deployment and that little girl is his fa-
vorite topic of conversation. Not a day goes by with him show-
ing off his latest photos. That little girl is the apple of his eye,
and his little princess.

Just a few days ago, Hunter chose to take the final step in his
career. He signed the paperwork for his final reenlistment in
the Army. Quite a crowd was on hand as SFC Jeftiey Hunter
raised his right hand and repeated the oath that he knows so
well. It’s an oath that means the world to him, and is apparent
in everything that he does. He takes it very seriously.
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