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MCI West commanding general visits air station

Motivational flight Photo by Sgt. Lauren M. Henson

brings out warrior spirit

Brig. Gen. Vin-
cent A. Coglia-
nese, Marine
Corps  Installa-
tions West com-
manding  gen-
eral, visits with
Marines aboard
Marine  Corps
Air Station Mira-
mar, Calif., June
7. Coglianese
toured the air
station and visit-
ed with Marines.

A flight to show appreciation for Ma-
rines’ dedication to their work.

For full story, click—— )6

Click HERE for more photos

Wing Chaplain provides Maj. Gen.

spiritual help on the fly Andrew O’Donnell Jr.
Commanding General
3rd Marine Aircraft Wing

3rd Marine Aircraft Wing (Forward)’s
command chaplain delivered care
packages prepared by students at Si-

erra Academy of San Diego, v
For full story, click—— ‘\

Click HERE for more photos

From the couch to
combat

The Marines and Afghan personnel
scoured known drug trafficking routes
for suspicious vehicles.

For full story, click— '6
Click HERE for more photos
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VMM-166 leads in off-duty safety

Photos by Sgt. Lauren M. Henson

Col. Frank A. Richie
Commanding Officer
MCAS Miramar

Follow us on

] . ) . . ) :]e\nll}::sot::rl“l Se:i‘:f?: o o W e 166 anz a Houston nztive,bahccipts ;I?e safe;y Lt. Col. Michael Vannest, commanding officer of Marine Medium Tiltrotor

Members of the honor guard aboard Marine corps Air Station Mll'amal', Callf., must dis- ernment, the Department of Defense, Department of the proof t _e quarter award on behalf of his Squa' B Squadron 166, congratulates his Marines on a job well-done and reminds

p|a precise and perfectl timed coordination during ceremonies to Ia fa“en Marines Na\‘y‘ or U.S. I\/‘Iurine Corps. It is for illff\l‘lnﬂti()l‘.ml pi ron durlng an awards ceremony aboard Marine them Of the importance Of lOOklng out fOT fellOW Marines both on and Off
y v y poses only and in no way should be considered directive COrpS Air Station Miramar, Calif:, May 31.

in nature.

to rest. Marines undergo several hours of practice and numerous inspections in order to R T The award was achieved by all members of the 40 @fter an awards ceremony aboard Marine Corps Air Station Miramar,

ed by the Public Affairs Office, Comments or questions Calif., May 31. Vannest encourages his Marines to strive to keep the award

bid their fallen comrades a final farewell.(Photo by Lance Cpl. Michelle Piehl) Siouldibe irected o 455 57526060 squadron going more than one year without any . 00 1106 years without any alcohol related incidents.

alcohol-related incidents.
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Stayin’ alive:
Miramar Fire Department

sidewalk CPR

Photos By Lance Cpl. Rebecca Eller

Marines
support

blood yyiye

Photos by Sgt. Lauren M. Henson

(Above) Maria Luz Roberto, a phlebotomy technician, prepares Nico-
las Navarro to donate blood during a blood drive aboard Marine Corps
Air Station Miramar, Calif., June 7. The blood drive was hosted by the
Armed services Blood Program and is designed to give service members
and personnel the opportunity to help those who are less fortunate.

(Left) A Marine calmly sits and waits for her donation to be finished dur-
ing a blood drive held aboard Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif.,
June 7. The blood drive was held in front of the Marine Corps Exchange
and was sponsored by the Armed Services Blood Program.

Click HERE for more photos
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Courageous commitment
to honor the fallen

By Lance Cpl. Michelle Piehl

Lance Cpl. Erik D. Schieb,
a rifleman with the honor
detail and a Toledo, Ohio,
native, fires his weapon
during rehearsal aboard
Marine Corps Air Station
Miramar, Calif., May 30.
The honor detail provides
military honors to fallen
Marines and veterans in
the San Diego area.
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The importance of being precise, sharp and disci-
plined is instilled in every Marine during their days
of recruit training. These qualities exemplify the ide-
als and traditions passed down through generations
of Marines.

For the Marines with Headquarters and Head-
quarters Squadron’s honor detail aboard Marine
Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif., putting on their
dress blues to lay a comrade to rest is equivalent to
the highest standards of dress and professionalism.

The group of Marines meets on a weekly basis for
an hour-long practice. In addition to weekly prac-
tice, the honor detail often performs several ceremo-
nies each week for fallen Marines.

“The mission is to provide military honors to any
Marine who has served honorably or died in action,”
said Cpl. Kelvin D. Almazan, an honor detail senior
and a Modesto, Calif., native. “A lot of times we will
get requests for retirees and veterans of Vietnam and
WWIIL. We serve Marines whose next of kin lives in
this area”

Pride, honor and discipline reign as the funda-
mentals of their actions for members of the detail.

“I teach my Marines in the detail that this may
be the last image the family has of Marines,” said
Sgt. Arquimedes B. Madrigal, the honor detail sen-
ior noncommissioned officer in charge and a Fall-
brook, Calif., native. “The Marine may have been in
two years or out twenty years. All the family knows
is that they had the Marine Corps in their past and
they are proud of it

In order to accommodate as many funerals as
possible while maintaining squadron obligations,
MCAS Miramar splits the honor detail into two
teams.
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“This is so the Marines can schedule around
their annual training, leave and time with their fam-
ilies,” said Madrigal. “Also, that the Marines aren’t
away from their jobs. Sometimes we do have a lot
of funerals, a couple of times a week, or even on the
weekend.”

Each team consists of seven riflemen, one bugler
and a senior to call commands.

Tasked with the responsibility to lead his fel-
low Marines, the senior must be ready to overcome
unique situations that require quick thinking. The
senior must be logical and disciplined in order to
efficiently lead while maintaining a professional
standard during the ceremony.

“He can’t turn around and say to his Marines:
‘Hey look, this is what we are going to do now;” said
Madrigal. “Sometimes different situations come up
and you have to think on the fly and be quick”

Madrigal takes his Marines through different
scenarios, such as: odd obstacles, an unplanned cre-
mation urn and misplacement of the American flag
upon the casket. This spontaneous training ensures
the team is prepared in any situation. In the case of
a misplaced flag, the flag folders must adapt in order
to present a properly folded flag.

The honor of folding and presenting the Ameri-
can flag to the next of kin is reserved for the staff
noncommissioned officer in charge, senior and
junior, the three most experienced members of the
detail.

“We have to make sure it’s perfect,” said Almazan.
“We don’t want to give them a bad flag. That’s go-
ing to be something they look at the rest of their life.
That is what is going to be on their mantle, repre-
senting their loved one”

Continued next page
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Standing tall with pride,
riflemen with the honor
guard present arms dur-
ing rehearsal aboard Ma-
rine Corps Air Station
Miramar, Calif., May 30.
Each move must be coor-
dinated precisely in or-
der to display the highest
level of discipline during
funeral honors for fallen
service members.

After the flag has been dutifully prepared, the
senior passes the flag off to the SNCOIC, or pre-
senter. The presenter will insert three rounds into the
flag, symbolizing the three-volleys fired.

“It goes back to the Civil War era,” said Almazan.
“They would fire three shots at the end of the night
after they had collected all of their [casualties] to sig-
nify that the fight was still on”

Almazan, currently a senior with the honor de-
tail, became interested in this unique service oppor-
tunity as a way to give back to the Marine Corps.

“It is for the families,” said Almazan. “It’s so the
family knows we are always going to honor our Ma-
rines and take care of them, even after they have
passed. Everything has to be perfect for them, so that
their lasting impression of the Marine Corps is this.”

The precision in timing and coordination among
the detail is essential to sending the fallen Marine
off in the most dignified ceremony as possible. Each
member of the detail must undergo a thorough in-
spection prior to the ceremony, as well as sharpening
skills as a team during hours of rehearsal.

“We take pride in what we do,” said Madrigal.
“We know this might be the last image they have of
the Marine Corps. We want to leave the family with
a good image.”

After hours and hours of hard work and diligent
rehearsal, the prestigious honor of laying a fellow
comrade to rest is a humbling experience.

“A lot of these Marines want to do this because
it gets them back in the Marine Corps perspective,’
said Madrigal. “They go through their daily lives,
daily jobs, doing the same thing day in and day out.
This way they get to come out, hold a weapon and
be in their dress blues. It’s rewarding once they see
the families. The families really appreciate the service
they provide”

Regardless of circumstance, preparing for the fu-
neral of a loved one can be a challenging and pain-
ful experience. Honor detail Marines display coura-
geous efforts in honoring the fallen and committing
to always stand faithful to their brothers- and sisters-
in-arms.

(Above) Riflemen with the honor detail aboard Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Miramar, Calif., stand at port arms, awaiting the next command
to fire during a practice three-round volley for military funerals, May
30. Commands are given by the seniot, an experienced honor detail
Marine, dependent on the situation and coordination of a funeral cer-
emony.

(Left) Marines with the honor detail aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Miramar, Calif., receive commands from Lance Cpl. Joseph W. Earls, a
senior with the honor detail and a Mount Juliet, Tenn., native, May 30.
The senior must be able to think quickly in order to accommodate for
unique situations during funeral ceremonies for veteran Marines.
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Motivational flight brings out warrior spirit

By Lance Cpl. Michelle Piehl

Leaning forward in their seats, their eyes open wide with
excitement. A Marine speaks an inaudible “wow” as a pic-
turesque view of San Diego’s mountainous landscape comes
into view. For some typically land-based Marines, the chance
to fly in an MV- 22B Osprey became a chance to experience
something very different from the norm.

Members of the Motor Transport Maintenance Company;,
1st Maintenance Battalion, Combat Logistics Regiment 15
from Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., joined
with the Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 161 for a war-
rior flight over Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif,,
May 31.

“It shows the capability of the Marine Corps as a whole,”
said Capt. David P. Verhine, an MV-22B pilot and ground
safety officer with VMM-161, and a Mempbhis, Tenn., native.
“They can be proud and understand that what they do helps
out what we do”

The warrior flight was scheduled as an incentive flight for
units that have previously worked with the squadron on past
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missions. It served as a way to give back to the Marines on
the ground working with the Marines in the air.

“It all basically comes down to morale,” said Verhine. “I
can’t do my job, ultimately, without the myriad of other peo-
ple doing their job. The maintainers can do their job without
me; I can’t do my job without them?”

The flight around southern California was designed to
show the Maintenance Battalion Marines the capabilities of
the Osprey, as well as give them an unforgettable experience.

During a mid-flight conversion from vertical to horizon-
tal propelling, Marines aboard the Osprey experienced a shift
similar to the sensation of riding a roller coaster.

“To feel the accelerations and capabilities of the Osprey
was very unique,” said Verhine. “I'll never forget [my first
flight] and I'm sure these Marines will probably never forget
it either”

Cpl. Ian P. Shankland, a motor transportation mechanic
with 1st Maintenance Bn aboard Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, Calif., and a Cottage Grove, Minn., native, was

excited to be a part of the warrior flight.

“I've never flown on a helicopter before, so I thought it
would be a good experience;” said Shankland. “It’s giving
motor transportation Marines like us a chance to get up in
the air and get off the ground for a change.”

Shankland explained that events like this help Marines
get out of their shop and to understand the full capabilities of
the Marine Corps. The event also served to give the Marines
a chance to prepare for possible deployment opportunities.

“I have been at my shop since I joined the [fleet],” said
Shankland. “It gives me a chance to explore a little more of
what the Marine Corps has to offer”

With a great smile, Shankland boasts his memorable
experience on an Osprey.

“I get to fly around in an Osprey today. It gives me a little
more experience, something I can say I've done. It ties into
the idea of a well-rounded Marine”

(Above) Marines with Motor Transport Maintenance Company, 1st Maintenance Battalion, Combat Logistics Regi-
ment 15, from Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif,, board an MV-22B Osprey, May 31. The Camp Pendleton
based Marines joined with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 161 for a warrior flight over the air station and sur-
rounding areas.

(Left) Lance Cpl. Edward Martinez, a motor transportation mechanic with Motor Transport Maintenance Company,
Ist Maintenance Battalion, Combat Logistics Regiment 15, from Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif, looks out
the back of an MV-22B Osprey during a warrior flight with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 161May 31. For the
motor transportation mechanics, this flight served to show appreciation for their dedication to their work.

(Below) Cpl. Keith D. Lujan, a crew chief with Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 161, observes the mountainous landscape
aboard an MV-22B Osprey with a motor transportation mechanic from Marine Motor Transport Maintenance Com-
pany, 1st Maintenance Battalion, Combat Logistics Regiment 15, from Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., May
31. Safely attached to gunner's belts, the Marines were able to get a closer look of the scenery during the motivational
warrior flight.
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By Cpl. Isaac Lamberth

for them to talk to an outsider about certain subjects.”

Foley is one of four Catholic chaplains in Regional
Command Southwest. With so few in the area, Foley
said he tries to get out to various outposts to speak with
Marines and let them know their sacrifices are appreciated
and that their hard work does not go unnoticed.

“I always thank the troops for what they do,” said
Foley, of Philadelphia. “To hear that from a stranger
means a lot to these guys.”

Many Marines at remote outposts, such as Now Zad,
typically do not get visited by a chaplain often. Foley said

he tries to get out as much as he can to help raise their Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class Andrew Randall, a religious program specialist (far left),
spirits. stands with Marines of Police Advisory Team, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, at

“Bringing the care packages is a really big deal to these Combat Outpost Now Zad, Afghanistan, May 27. Randall along with 3rd Marine Aircraft
guys;,” Chapman said. “Little things like peanut butter, Wing (Forward)’s command chaplain delivered care packages prepared by students at
snacks and socks means so much to them. It gives them  Sierra Academy of San Diego, which contained hygiene items, clothing and snacks to the
insight from home and what they’re fighting for.” Marines at the outpost.

Foley added the visits also give him first-hand perspec-
tive into how the Marines and sailors live and give him
a great appreciation for the amenities he has at Camp
Leatherneck. Marines in remote outposts sometimes go
days without electricity, rarely receive hot meals and sleep
on cots nightly.

Foley said he has visited approximately 18 forward
operating bases and combat outposts since his arrival to
RC-Southwest and plans to visit many more Marines and
sailors while he is out here.

“I try to get out as much as I can and see the Marines
out there,” he said. “If I can get them to smile and laugh,

I've done my job and made it easier for the next chaplain
who comes to visit them.”

Marines with 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, listen as 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing
(Forward) command chaplain, Navy Cmdr. Francis Foley, reads scripture from the Bible
during a Catholic Mass service at Combat Outpost Now Zad, Afghanistan, May 27.

Click HERE for more photos
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Sgt. Jose Guadar-
ramapedraza, an
administrative spe-
cialist, and Staff
Sgt.  Jason Con-
stable, a watch of-
ficer and combat
engineer, both with
Marine Wing Sup-
port Squadron
273, earned their
citizenship prior to
deploying with the
squadron  earlier
this year.

Marines earn citizenship, fight for country

By Cpl. Isaac Lamberth

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan - Two Ma-
rines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 273 reached
a turning point in their lives when they swore in and
became American citizens prior to deploying to Af-
ghanistan.

Staff Sgt. Jason Constable, a watch officer and combat
engineer, and Sgt. Jose Guadarramapedraza, an admin-
istration specialist, are now citizens of the United States.

“I've always felt like I was an American,” said Consta-
ble, a native of New Zealand.

Constable said he came to the United States in 1985
and completed his sophomore year in high school after
having stayed in the country four years. He returned in
1991 and became a security guard at a local hospital in
Phoenix, before joining the Marine Corps in 1993.

“My father wanted me to join the French Foreign
Legion,” he said.

Instead, Constable sought the opinion of his friends
and asked them what the hardest option would be in
the U.S. military. His friends told him it was the Marine
Corps.

Constable enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1993 and
completed his enlistment four years later.

“I lived a pretty uneventful seven years after that,” he
said. “After I got out, it just wasn’t the same”
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Constable said he missed the camaraderie, his sense
of belonging and purpose in life. After the attacks on
Sept. 11, Constable felt a resurgence in patriotism and
reenlisted in the Corps in 2004. In 2005, he deployed
to Iraq where he received a Purple Heart after being
injured when his vehicle hit an improvised explosive
device.

Since then, he has continued his service in the Corps
where he is now a watch officer for the squadron. Con-
stable said he not only wanted to get his citizenship, but
also needed it to perform his duties.

“I started needing clearances that I couldn’t get be-
cause [ wasn’t a citizen,” he said.

Constable’s journey to become a citizen began late
last year and finished when he was sworn in, hours
before he deployed to Afghanistan.

Halfway around the world, Guadarramapedraza

began a different journey of his own to become a citizen.

Migrating to Idaho from central Mexico with his
family of 11, Guadarramapedraza grew up in the town
of Mountain Home until he enlisted in the Corps in
2004. Guadarramapedraza said he had permanent
residency before he joined, however, not being a citizen
began to hamper his ability to carry out day-to-day
activities at work.

“I can do my job easier and not have headaches from
having to renew my green card and not be able to do
certain tasks with my job,” he said. “It’s a huge relief”

Guadarramapedraza said gaining his citizenship has
opened new avenues for him at work. As an administra-
tive specialist, he ensures squadron personnel are paid
their entitlements, receive their awards, and tracks their
troop movements.

The new clearances granted to him by becoming a
citizen allow him to gain access to basic administrative
and non-administrative components on secure networks
while being deployed.

“I felt proud,” he said. “It was the right thing to do for
my family and the Marine Corps. In order to do my job
and be proficient and support my Marines, I needed my
citizenship,” he said.

With the process now over, Guadarramapedraza said
he is proud to be an American and can now properly
carry out his duties without problems.

Constable and Guadarramapedraza are both cur-
rently supporting operations with the squadron in
Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan.

Click HERE for more photos

Sgt. Jose Guadar-
ramapedraza, an ad-
ministrative special-
ist with Marine Wing
Support  Squadron
273, earned his citi-
zenship prior to de-
ploying  with  the
squadron earlier this
year. Originally from
Mexico, he immi-
grated to the United
States with his fam-
ily of 11 at the age
of four and enlisted
in the Marine Corps
in 2004. He is on his
first deployment.

Staff Sgt. Jason Constable, a watch officer and combat engineer with Marine Wing Support Squadron 273, swore in
as a citizen of the United States hours prior to his deployment to Afghanistan. A native of New Zealand, Constable
enlisted in the Corps in 1993 and has completed nearly 14 years of total service
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Bulk fuel Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 373 retract fuel hoses after providing fuel to Two Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 373 look on as a UH-1Y Venom prepares Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 373 wait for their turn to

helicopters aboard Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms, Calif., June 7. Ma- for takeoff aboard Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms, Calif., June 7. fire crew serjved weapons as part ofafamiliari?ation exercise during En-
rines with MWSS-373 took part in Enhanced Mojave Viper training where they established, operated Aircraft refueled at a Forward Arming and Refueling Point, which is used as an expeditious way hanced MOJ‘We Viper a?oard Marine Corps Air G"'O””d C‘ombat‘ Center
and protected a Forward Arming and Refueling Point. to supply aircraft with weapons and fuel to keep them closer to troops operating in remote areas. Twentynine Palms, Calif., June 7. MWSS-373 Marines trained with crew

the MK-19.

served weapons like the M240B, the SAW, .50 caliber machine guns and

Marines with Marine
Wing Support Squad-
ron 373 fire an M240B
as part of a familiari-
zation  exercise  dur-
ing Enhanced Mojave
Viper aboard Marine
Corps Air Ground Com-
bat Center Twentynine
Palms, Calif., June 7.
Marines trained with
crew served weapons in
order to maintain secu-
rity of the site around
Forward Arming and
Refueling Points.
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Ace support takes Enhanced
Mojave Viper by storm

By Lance Cpl. Christopher Johns

Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 373
“Ace Support” conducted training during Enhanced
Mojave Viper aboard Marine Corps Air Ground Com-
bat Center Twentynine Palms, Calif.,, June 5 and 6.

The training missions consisted of establishing,
operating and protecting a Forward Arming and
Refueling Point. A FARP is used as an expeditious way
to supply aircraft with weapons and fuel to keep them
closer to troops operating in remote areas.

“The purpose of the entire exercise is to ensure
Marines scheduled for future support of Operation
Enduring Freedom are trained and prepared for their
level three training in order to deploy, said 1st Lt. Isaac
Cortes, the FARP mission commander with MWSS-
373 and a Mastic Beach, N.Y,, native.

Part of this training was to create the FARP site
from scratch using heavy machinery and combat engi-
neers’ skills to build watch towers and surround the site
with concertina wire.

“The benefits [this environment provides] are simi-
lar to the austere environments in Afghanistan where
these Marines may be deploying to,” said Cortes. “The
terrain is very similar; the climate is very similar so the
Marines grow accustomed to the conditions.”

Working in this environment allows the Marines to
mentally prepare for the hardships they will face while
deployed. As part of this acclimatization, the Marines

must perform all aspects of their mission.

This mission includes the second part of training -
site security.

“We set up obstacles, concertina wire, guard towers
and serpentine road blocks on the entry ways in to and
out of the training area,” said Cortes.

Should these obstacles fail to fend off any would-be
attackers, the Marines receive lessons on crew served
weapons.

“We wanted to get [these Marines] educated on
crew served weapons like the M240B, the SAW, .50
caliber machine guns and the MK-19 should they be
needed to deploy,” said Master Sgt. Ronnie Smith, the
ACE Support squadron master sergeant and a Mt. Ol-
ive, La., native. “These Marines have received the train-
ing necessary to break down and clean the weapons
and maintain them for further use if needed”

To test the Marines willingness and ability to
protect the site, role-players engaged the defenses to
see how the FARP Marines react to local nationals,
explained Pfc. Ethan Foote, a combat engineer with
MWSS-373 and an East Glacier, Mont., native.

“After all of this training I feel [prepared] to go in
country; said Foote.

From prepping and building a FARP to protecting
it, the Marines of MWSS-373 are now prepared for
their part of the mission while deployed.
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Sgt. Enrique Zamora, a crew
chief with Marine Heavy Heli-
copter Squadron 466, watches
the other CH-53E Super Stallion
in his flight section over south-
western Afghanistan May 17.
The two flight crews supported
vehicle interdiction operations
with members of the Afghan Na-
tional Army’s military police and
Regimental Combat Team 5.
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From the coych to combat

By Cpl. Lisa Tourtelot

Sgt. Enrique Zamora, a crew chief with Marine Heavy
Helicopter Squadron 466 and Los Fresnos, Texas, native,
keeps an unusual collection with him on flights: a selection
of Chevrolet Hot Wheels cars.

“For good luck,” Zamora explained before his CH-53E
Super Stallion took off to conduct drug raids in southwest-
ern Afghanistan May 17. His brother-in-law collects the
tiny cars and Zamora said that, while Chevrolets are his
favorites, they all remind him of home.

On his third deployment, flying with Marines and
Afghan National Army military police personnel to stop
drug trafficking in the volatile region is just another day at
the office for Zamora.

The 31-year-old father of three, enlisted in the Marine
Corps in 2004 after seeing service members on the news
doing good things, he explained.

“I was just sitting on the couch, playing video games,”
Zamora said. “My whole family is fishermen; I've been
around the water my whole life. I wanted to be in the air”

Zamora has come a long way from playing video games
on the couch, to helping Marines and ANA personnel seize
illegal drugs and weapons from insurgents in Afghanistan.

“I'm concerned about the area I'm going to be operat-
ing in, whether it’s night or day, and when the last enemy
engagement was in that area,” Zamora explained, elaborat-
ing on the worries he now has.

On a deployment in 2010, those concerns became a
harsh reality when Zamora’s helicopter was hit with a
rocket-propelled grenade.

“We did an emergency landing, checked all of our
systems and gauges,” said Zamora. “There was a huge hole
in the belly [of the aircraft], our landing gear was damaged
and there was shrapnel in the blades. I'm just glad we all
got back safely”

Despite facing RPGs and other attacks, Zamora re-
mains dedicated to accomplishing any mission asked of
him.

“Anything can happen at any time,” said Zamora. “I just
hope the cargo gets from point A to point B safely and on
time...we try to put that food, water, ammo and anything
they need right at [the ground combat elements’] door-
step”

The day’s aerial drug interdiction raids ended without
incident.

“It went pretty smooth. We were able to stop the cars
and the people weren’t hostile,” said Zamora.

Capt. Eduardo Pinales, a Regimental Combat Team

5 Military Police Company team chief and Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic, native, explained that
aviation assets are vital to stopping the drug trade in
Afghanistan, and experienced air crew like Zamora
make their jobs easier.

“The crew members are very flexible to the ground
element’s requirements, and they are always willing to
assist us in accomplishing the mission,” said Pinales.
“During these missions, both the ground element and
the aviation element work as one team.”

Zamora has several more months left in country,
and explained that he hopes to continue the squadron’s
record of successful missions.

The crew chief said that he is looking forward to
seeing his wife and children again, and perhaps a new
Chevrolet Camaro, just like one of his lucky cars.

Click HERE for more photos

Marines with Regimental Combat Team 5 and members
of the Afghan National Army’s military police search a lo-
cal Afghan’s vehicle in southwestern Afghanistan May 17.
Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 466 supported vehicle
interdiction operations, searching for potential drug traf-
fickers in the area.

routes for suspicious vehicles.

Crewmen with Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 466 main-
tain security while Marines with Regimental Combat Team 5
and members of the Afghan National Army’s military police per-
form vehicle searches in southwestern Afghanistan May 17. The
Marines and Afghan personnel scoured known drug trafficking
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Marines with Combat Logistics Battalion 5 wait to approach a cargo hookup site in
Helmand province, Afghanistan, May 22. Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squad-
ron 2 made history with the landing support team Marines and the Kaman K1200,

“K-MAX,” unmanned helicopter by performing the first unmanned, mid-flight cargo
hookups.

Sgt. Brianna Conte, a landing support team leader with Combat Logistics Bat-
talion 5 and Lafayette, Calif., native, directs her team after executing an exter-
nal cargo hookup with a hovering Kaman K1200, “K-MAX,” unmanned heli-
copter in Helmand province, Afghanistan, May 22. The CLB-5 Marines made
history with Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 2 by performing the
world’s first unmanned “hot hookups” and assisting in the delivery of nearly
6,000 pounds of gear on the first day of trials.
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Facets of support:
KC-130J

By Lance Cpl.

An F/A-18D Hornet with Marine Fighter
Attack Squadron 314 refuels from a KC-
130] “Hercules” with Marine Aerial Re-
fueler Transport Squadron 352 “Raiders”
above Marine Corps Air Station Miramat,
Calif., May 30. The Raiders provide aerial
refueling so Hornets can continue missions
without having to return to station for fuel.

An F/A-18D Hornet with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 314 re-
fuels from a KC-130] Hercules with Marine Aerial Refueler Trans-
port Squadron 352 “Raiders” above Marine Corps Air Station Mi-
ramar, Calif., May 30. A KC-130] can carry up to 58,000 pounds
of fuel and can provide fuel to other aircraft before it needs to land.

Click HERE for more photos

Two F/A-18D Hornets with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 314 fly
alongside a KC-130] Hercules with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport
Squadron 352 “Raiders” after refueling above Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Miramar, Calif., May 30. The Raiders provided fuel to the two
Hornets while they performed aerial combat maneuvers.
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SHARP SHOOTING!:
VMM-165 conducts tail-gunnery training

By Lance Cpl. Michelle Piehl

Marines conduct annual training on the range in order to keep
skills sharp and prepared for combat. For members of Marine Medium
Tiltrotor Squadron 165 “White Knights,” targets are not standard
paper-targets, but rather, a simulated enemy territory hundreds of feet
below.

Pilots and crew members of VMM-165 conducted section tail-
gunnery flight training on the Yuma Range Training Complex east of
Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif., June 5.

Maintaining communication during the flight ensures the most ef-
ficient and effective means of firing a GAU-16/A machine gun.

The pilots give the location of targets to crew members, as well as
giving the command to begin and cease fire, explained Sgt. Denver M.
Alsup, a crew chief with VMM-165 and a Fair Grove, Mo., native.

22  FlightJacket Y

“The [MV-22B] is an assault-support aircraft, and as such, needs a
defensive capability;” said Maj. Thomas W. Kershul, an MV-22B Osprey
pilot with VMM-165. “We need to have defensive capabilities in case
we come under contact performing our mission.”

For pilots, the challenge lies in providing a stable platform for the
gunner to load and fire from, explained Kershul.

Using a method of calling the target, side, azimuth and range, the
pilots then give an accurate verbal map to the gunner, poised to de-
fend. Given the command by the aircraft commander, the gunner will
provide defensive fire.

“We need to have very standardized procedures, so the aircrew
understands the rules of engagement and what the situation is,” said
Kershul. “[The pilots decide] whether it would be appropriate to open

fire or hold back” This form of low-altitude training simulates landing
and lifting-off while suppressing an enemy attack, Kershul explained.

In a tactical situation, other joint coalition aircraft would typically
escort an Osprey to provide additional defense, Kershul added.

“We came down to 50 [feet off the ground] and simulated com-
ing into the zone and taking fire,” said Kershul. “There were multiple
targets for the gunners.”

Old tanks, trucks, buildings and tires simulated a mock-town over-
taken by the enemy, giving crew members practical targets at which to
aim. The gunner fired approximately 1,200 .50-caliber live-rounds of
ammunition during the training, Kershul added.

In addition to the tail-gunnery training, pilots took the Osprey
through a variety of profiles and speeds.

“The MV-22B is unique in that we fly up high and fast like an
airplane and land like a helicopter,” said Kershul. “The target solution
for the gunners changes with different airspeeds and altitude. With
increased airspeed and altitude, the ability to put [rounds] accurately
where you want to put them becomes more difficult”

Because of the challenges presented with increased altitude and air-
speed, various scenarios were presented to the crew aboard the Osprey.

Completing tail-gunnery training prepares pilots and crews for
even the most demanding situations.

Through intense training and implementation, Marines with
VMM-165 have the ability to provide versatile support to troops on the
ground through defensive airborne firepower.

Click HERE for more photos
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Marines send rounds down
range for training

By Pfc. Melissa Eschenbrenner

A Marine practices unloading
and clearing a 240B machine gun
during a training exercise aboard
Marine Corps Base Camp Pen-
dleton, Calif., June 7. Marines
of 3rd Low Altitude Air Defense
Battalion took classes about gen-
eral knowledge of the weapon and
performed a practical application
test before firing live rounds.
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Marines with 3rd Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion fire an M2 .50-caliber machine A section leader with 3rd Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion instructs a new Marine Marines with 3rd Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion prepare for a live fire exercise

gun attached to turrets on an Advanced Man Portable Air Defense System gun truck on how to properly clear a 240B machine gun during a training exercise aboard Ma- with the M2 .50-caliber machine gun during training aboard Marine Corps Base

aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., June 7. Marines practiced static rine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., June 7. Marines took classes about general Camp Pendleton, Calif., June 7. Training with the crew serve weapons familiarize

shooting at targets of different distances. knowledge of the weapon and performed a practical application test before firing live Marines with the weapon and allows them to practice aiming and tracking targets.
rounds.

Marines with 3rd Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion conducted a live-
fire training exercise aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, June 7.

The battalion’s main mission is to provide aerial defenses with the low
altitude stinger missile and ground support with the 240B and M2 .50-ca-
liber machine guns.

This training with the secondary crew serve weapons is to familiarize
Marines with the weapon and allow them to practice aiming and tracking
targets.

New Marines have not trained as thoroughly with the weapons so it is
important for the section leaders to ensure they are confident and proficient
in every aspect of the mission, explainedPfc. James R. Murtari, a gunner
with 3rd LAAD Bn., “B” Battery.

“I wasn’t nervous or scared, just psyched for this training,” said Murtari,
an Auburn, N.Y., native. “We never got to fire the M2 .50-caliber machine
gun attached to the gun truck so it was something new to learn”

As part of the training, Marines took classes and performed practical
application to learn weapon conditions, characteristics and the procedures
to break down and clean the weapons.

The unit takes it one step at a time to ensure Marines get the best train-
ing possible, added 1st Lt. Justin McCann, the 1st platoon commander with
3rd LAAD Bn., “B” Battery, and a Greenwood Ark., native.

Training also helps build morale and trust between Marines. When Ma-
rines work together and motivate one another during training, they can be
confident in one another’s abilities. This gives the Marines the opportunity
to bond and learn about one another on the job, explained Murtari.

“Training helps you to learn about your unit,” said Murtari. “You have to
stay close to your unit because they are the people who will have your back
in combat”

The 3rd LAAD Bn. must always be ready for deployment at a moment’s
notice. Having training in all aspects of weapons ensures preparedness for
anything that may arise.

Marines with 3rd Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion fire M2 .50-ca-
liber machine guns attached to turrets on Advanced Man Portable Air
Defense System gun trucks aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif., June 7. Marines practiced static shooting at targets of dif-
ferent distances.
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Marines test
nefr
nutrition knowledge

Flight Jacket

(Above) Marines from Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif, take part in a
nutrition game show, June 6. The game show was hosted by Marine Corps Commu-
nity Services as part of the 101 Days of Summer safety program. Service members
showed up to support their fellow Marines and earn points for the 101 Days of Sum-
mer competition.

(Left) Pfc. Ernest Robinson, a legal services specialist and Detroit native, shows off
his second place prize from the nutrition game show hosted by Marine Corps Com-
munity Services aboard Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif, June 6. The Ma-
rines who participated took home a variety of prizes from lunch boxes to MCCS
bracelets. Service members attended the event to support their fellow Marines and
earn points for the 101 Days of Summer competition.

(Below) Marines participate in a nutrition game show aboard Marine Corps Air
Station Miramar, Calif,, June 6. The first Marine to answer five questions correctly
was declared the winner of the round and went on to the semi-finals. The game
show was hosted by Marine Corps Community Services as part of the 101 Days of
Summer safety program. The program raised awareness about safety and nutri-
tion, and provided Marines the chance to earn points for the 101 Days of Summer
competition.
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An MV-22B Osprey with
Marine Medium  Tiltrotor
Squadron 166 lands during
a confined area landing drill
aboard a Navy auxiliary field
in Southern California, May
21. CALs are conducted to
help pilots learn and practice
landing in a zone smaller than
a normal size helicopter pad.

Ospreys prepared for any clime, place

By Pfc. Raquel Barraza

Looking down a standard flight
line, it appears to go for miles. Typi-
cally, aircraft have all the space they
need to take off and land safely.

When helicopter crews are resup-
plying Marines on the ground or
transporting them to remote locations,
however, vast runways are not always
available.

To ensure pilots and crews are
prepared for these situations, Marine
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 166 con-
ducted confined area landings.

CAL:s are conducted several times
each month to ensure pilots’ and crew
members’ are prepared for landing
in small zones or on rough terrain,
explained Capt. Eric R. Mann, an MV-
22B Osprey pilot with VMM-166.

These landing approaches are the
most efficient way to put ourselves on
the ground in the least amount of time,
added Mann.

With this drill, pilots not only
executed single aircraft CALs, but also
section CALs. Section CALs consist of
two aircraft practicing the drill in the
same confined area. This is to practice
avoiding obstacles that come with
having two aircraft land so close to one

another.

“Anywhere we go, whether it is in
the desert or the East Coast, where we
have a lot of wooded areas, the pilots
have to be able to maneuver around the
different obstacles,” said Sgt. Christo-
pher S. Miller, an MV-22B crew chief
with VMM-166.

Crew chiefs guide the pilots around
and over obstacles, which makes crew
members very important, especially in
the CAL drill, explained Miller.

“Crew chiefs in the back are aerial
observers,” said Miller. “They give dis-
tance calls to the ground and give the
pilot a radius as they are coming in, but
their primary objective is making sure
the aircraft is clear of any obstacles as it
is landing”

With the crew chiefs and pilot
working together proficiently, the CALs
can be easily executed.

“There’s not always a field; it’s not
always a big built up place that you're
landing at,” said Miller. “That’s why
it’s important to train to land in small
zones. That way we are always prepared
in any clime and place”

Click HERE for more photos

A crew chief looks out an MV-22B Osprey while conduct-
ing a confined area landing drill aboard a Navy auxiliary
field in Southern California, May 21. The crew chiefs en-
sure the pilot is clear of any obstacles that may prevent the
aircraft from landing.

MCAS Miramar, MCCS Prevention Coalition Presents

STRONGER WARRIORS
FIELD MEET

Who has the Strongest Warriors?
Is it your Cornmand?
Do you have The Courage to Prove it?
Will we see you there?

Time: 0800—1200 Date: 07/19/2012
Mills Park, MCAS Miramar

The Events to determine which Command will win the Trophy for a
year and earn the Title and Bragging rights for having the Strongest
Warriors will be:

e 3 Point Shootout Team Competition

o Fireman Carry Relay

e Dizzy lzzy and Egg Carry Relay

e 400 yard Relay race

e HITT Team Competition

o Water Balloon Toss

e Rock Wall Relay

e Tug-of-War

e Horse Shoes

e Bean bag toss

Contact Person: Seo voUT Commend
Jeannette Turner, pprc Representative to Sign Up
Phone: 858 577-1945 EEEY,

Email: Jeannette.turner@usmc.mil
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Miramar Marines play pingpong
Photos By Lance Cpl. Christopher Johns

Lance Cpl. Jason Rhodes, a telephone system and personal computer
repair technician with Marine Wing Communications Squadron 38
and a Baltimore native, keeps the ball going during a game of pingpong
at The Great Escape aboard Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif.,
May 16. The Great Escape provides service members stationed aboard
the air station a place to come and relax when not working.

Lance Cpl. Jason Rhodes, left, a Baltimore native and Lance Cpl. Ed-
ward Mora, right, a Ponca City, Okla., native, both telephone system
and personal computer repair technicians with Marine Wing Commu-
nications Squadron 38, play a game of pingpong at The Great Escape
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif., May 16. The Great
Escape provides service members stationed aboard the air station a place
to come and relax when not working.

Prior Service Recruiter Contact Information
https://www.marines.usmc.mil/RS/pages/brc/psr.html
MCAS Mirar PSR ( 858) 577-8344 / 8345

Recruiting for all MOS fields.

Current Billet Openings

IR FI

MPI

Sk

VMM 764, Marine Aircraft Group 41,
4™ Marine Air Wing
redesignation and relocation scheduled
for Jan 2013 to MCAS Miramar, CA.

Contact your nearest (PSR)
Prior Service Recruiter.
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Grade | PMOS JOB DESCRIPTION

E3-E6 6048 Flight Equipment Technician

E3-E6 | 6116 Tiltrotor Mechanic, MV-22

E3-E6 6156 Tiltrotor Airframe Mechanic, MV-22

E4 - E6 6176 Tiltrotor Crew Chief, MV-22

E5 6286 Fixed-Wing Aircraft Saf?ty Equipment Mechanic,
E3-E6 | 6326 Aircraft Com/Navigatio\r/\{EIzectrical/Systems Tech,
E3-E6 | 6531 Aircraft Ordnance Technician

The Miramar Minute

VMM-165 conducts tail-gunnery training
Video by Sgt. Sarah Fiocco

To view on NMCI computers, click HERE

To submit a photo to The Flight Jacket, upload it to our Facebook page HERE or e-mail it HERE.

For information on Marine Corps Community Services,
events and announcements click the MCCS logo for

their weekly newsletter.

Consolidated Public Affairs Office

GySgt. Steven Williams Maj. Carl Redding

Staff Sgt. Donald
Bohanner

1st Lt. Chad Hill

For the Base Guide, click HERE

Contact (Click) us

1st Lt. Tyler Balzer

2nd Lt. Jose Negrete

GySgt. Tiffany Carter
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