
With watering eyes, 
runny noses and uncon-
trollable coughs, the re-
cruits of India Company, 
3rd Recruit Training Bat-
talion, and Papa Compa-
ny, 4th Recruit Training 
Battalion, applied their 
training inside Parris 
Island’s infamous gas 
chamber June 26. 

Inside the chamber, 
recruits were exposed to 
an irritant gas. However, 

recruits were required to 
endure its harsh effects 
to ensure they knew how 
to use protective masks 
and keep themselves 
safe should they ever 
face a toxic gas threat.

Some recruits panic 
and some tend to take 
their masks off or at-
tempt to run out of the 
chamber, said Sgt. Chris-
topher Proffitt, a chemi-
cal defense specialist on 
Parris Island. However, 
doing that results in re-
cruits going inside the 
chamber again.

The tear gas used for 
training recruits is actu-
ally made up of micro-
scopic crystals that ir-
ritate exposed skin and 
mucus membranes, said 
Proffitt.  

Recruits entered the 
dimly lit building in 
groups and lined up 
against the walls as the 
instructor prepared the 
gas. 

“As soon as I walked 
in, my neck started burn-
ing,” said Pvt. Joshua 
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Photo by Lance Cpl. David Bessey
Rct. Aaron Francis, 21, of Platoon 3060, India Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, provides cover for his fire team during the Crucible’s Battle of Hue City event 
Aug. 9. Francis is from Tiffin, Ohio. India Company graduates today.
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Octavia Davis
Rct. Michael Doughty, 19, of Platoon 3058, India Company, 3rd Recruit Training 
Battalion, closes his eyes on the instructor’s command as the tear gas builds up 
inside Parris Island’s gas chamber June 26. Doughty is from Gales Ferry, Conn. 

India, Papa hold their breath for graduation

Photo by Lance Cpl. Octavia Davis
Cpl. Carl M. Clegg, a Marine with the Marksmanship Training Unit on Parris 
Island, demonstrates the one-handed standing firing position at the indoor 
simulated marksmanship trainer building Aug. 9. After only one year of 
competitive shooting, Clegg shot his way to becoming one of the nation’s best 
pistol shooters. Clegg, 26, is from Whitmire, S.C.
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After only one year of competitive 
shooting, a Marine with the Parris Is-
land Marksmanship Training Unit, shot 
his way to becoming one of the nation’s 
best pistol shooters.

Cpl. Carl M. Clegg, 26, received the 
Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge on 
Aug. 9. 

The badge is one of the highest honors 

a pistol shooter can achieve, said Staff 
Sgt. Patrick Codding, Marine in charge 
of the marksmanship trainer schools on 
Parris Island. Clegg is one of very few 
Marines to receive the award, which 
typically takes a career of competitive 
shooting to earn.

“He’s just a natural,” Codding said. 
“When he gets a weapon in his hands, 
he knows what to do with it.”
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 India Company Honor Graduates

Papa Company Honor Graduates

Pfc. S. C. McGalliard, Warner Robins, Ga.
Platoon 3056, McGalliard was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Mock and trained by Sgt. Pacheco

 India and Papa Companies’ Graduates

Pfc. J. R. Scott Jr., Ridge Spring, S.C.
Platoon 3057, Scott Jr., was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Jablonski and trained by Staff Sgt. Mitchell

Pfc. J. J. St. Hilaire, Essex Junction, Vt.
Platoon 3058, St. Hilaire was recruited by

Sgt. Haynes and trained by Staff Sgt. Miller

Pfc. T. C. Smith, Covington, Ky.
Platoon 3060, Smith was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Trish and trained by Sgt. Prograis

Pfc. K. T. Zacherl, Warrenton, Va.
Platoon 4022, Zacherl was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Wetzel and trained by Staff Sgt. Bacolod

Pfc. A. N. Akey, Hudson, Wis.
Platoon 4023, Akey was recruited by

Sgt. Blazer and trained by Staff Sgt. Zavala

Pfc. E. L. Forde, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Platoon 3061, Forde was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Meyers and trained by Sgt. Theberge

Pfc. C. P. Matthews, Woodmere, Ohio
Platoon 3062, Matthews was recruited by
Sgt. Hudson and trained by Sgt. Aleman

Pvt. E. Acevedo, Pfc. R. Aleman, Pvt. X. K. Benson, Pfc. D. W. Bergman, Pvt. J. A. Berryhill, Pvt. C. S. Burress, Pfc. T. M. Bushee, Pvt. J. D. 
Chilton, Pvt. J. H. Colbassani, Pfc. M. A. Darner, Pfc. D. I. Dumas, Pfc. B. K. Dupree, Pvt. M. A. Durham, Pvt. C. D. Durrah, Pvt. L. P. Foster, 

Pvt. J. E. Gillis, Pvt. K. R. Haywood, Pvt. J. M. Helton, Pvt. J. T. Hennes, Pvt. S. D. Hubbard, Pvt. M. C. Kelley, Pfc. T. M. Lindsey, Pvt. J. R. Mancini, Pfc. J. A. Martinez, Pvt. J. 
B. Martinez, Pvt. A. P. McGaha, Pfc. S. C. McGalliard, Pvt. J. T. Mitchell, Pvt. T. K. Mitchell, Pfc. N. P. Mittel, Pvt. C. C. Moreland, Pfc. K. Nguyen, Pfc. Q. N. Odom, Pfc. Z. T. 
Palmer, Pfc. D. W. Park, Pvt. J. L. Peterson, Pvt. J. A. Rodriguez, Pfc. A. L. Rummel III, Pfc. K. D. Sanchez, Pvt. A. C. Santiago, Pvt. A. J. Schoenborn, Pfc. T. J. Shirley, Pfc. M. J. 
Slifer, Pvt. T. M. Smalls, Pvt. A. B. Smith, Pfc. Z. M. Stapf, Pfc. J. B. Szteinbaum, Pfc. R. A. Tabbott, Pfc. L. J. Tavadia, Pvt. G. Tellez, Pvt. C. J. Thompson, Pfc. M. L. Underwood, 
Pfc. J. T. Vonkrebscintorino, Pfc. L. J. Walter, Pfc. T. A. Welsh, Pfc. N. V. Whipple, Pfc. C. A. Williams, Pfc. A. R. Worley, Pfc. W. L. Wright

Platoon 3056

Pfc. A. L. Allen, Pfc. R. B. Barnwell, Pfc. J. S. Bauer, Pvt. J. D. Bickley, Pvt. S. T. Bishop, Pfc. C. M. Bo, Pfc. J. Z. Boykin, Pvt. J. C. Brazile, 
Pfc. F. A. Brown, Pfc. C. R. Bubash, Pfc. D. A. Burkhardt, Pfc. D. S. Casey, Pvt. J. S. Casteel, Pfc. D. M. Cox, Pvt. D. E. Dennis II, Pvt. J. W. 

Dickerson Jr., Pfc. R. J. Dulin, Pvt. P. D Fonseca, Pvt. K. C. Glenn, Pfc. L. P. Green, Pvt. J. D. Gregerson, Pfc. C. R. Grubb, Pvt. M. D. Hays, Pfc. C. M. Jewell, Pvt. H. J. Kerins, 
Pfc. D. S. Knerr, Pfc. C. A. Letendre, Pfc. N. J. Markworth, Pfc. T. Z. Mauldin, Pfc. J. F. Miles, Pvt. J. W. Montgomery, Pvt. R. J. Moye, Pvt. T. L. Myles, Pfc. W. J. Parker, 
Pfc. C. J. Pedraza, Pfc. M. A. Perminov, Pvt. C. T. Pfeil, Pvt. K. J. Phillips, Pfc. E. S. Pozorski, Pvt. J. M. Quillen, Pfc. B. A. Rudisill, Pvt. M. A. Satterfield II, Pfc. J. R. Scott Jr., 
Pvt. C. L. Smith, Pvt. L. J. Smith, Pvt. B. T. Stratton, Pvt. P. S. Thomas, Pvt. J. R. Vermillion, Pfc. M. M. Vimo, Pvt. D. A. Vincie, Pvt. H. J. Wagner, Pfc. L. A. Weber, Pvt. I. D. 
Welch, Pfc. C. E. Williams, Pvt. N. G. Wilson, Pvt. M. C. Woodfin, Pvt. G. B. Young

Platoon 3057

Pfc. S. Abreau, Pvt. B. L. Adams, Pvt. D. J. Alfultis, Pvt. R. I. Beemus, Pvt. T. L. Berrier, Pfc. K. R. Berry, Pfc. A. J. Brozowski, Pvt. J. L. Burgstaller, 
Pvt. D. P. Caffery, Pfc. J. T. Daniel, Pvt. D. T. Decker, Pvt. K. J. Dinelle, Pvt. D. K. Dlugolecki, Pvt. M. M. Doughty, Pvt. D. H. Eastham, Pfc. 

M. K. Efelis, Pvt. W. J. Fannah-Enriquez, Pvt. B. Figueroa, Pfc. M. A. Fincik, Pvt. N. R. Gallaher, Pfc. G. R. Gehr, Pvt. M. Gonzalez, Pfc. S. F. Hansen, Pvt. M. R. Happensack, 
Pfc. J. J. Heffernan, Pvt. K. J. Herman, Pvt. R. B. Howells, Pvt. M. D. Howroyd, Pfc. K. A. Huston, Pvt. J. D. Ivey, Pfc. R. D. Jones, Pfc. D. M. Kaufman, Pfc. B. P. Lakes, Pvt. S. 
D. Lamphere, Pfc. J. R. Lausch, Pfc. J. P. Leahy II, Pvt. Z. P. Lincoln, Pvt. A. A. Lopez-Brito, Pvt. D. T. Marshall, Pvt. E. D. Moore, Pvt. J. A. Moore, Pvt. B. D. O’Neill, Pvt. J. P. 
Ordonez-Ochoa, Pfc. B. W. Ouellette, Pfc. W. P. Pfohl, Pvt. T. E. Reed, Pvt. M. D. Rose, Pfc. C. I. Ryan, Pfc. E. R. Sandstrom, Pfc. L. M. Santiago-Rosario, Pfc. M. J. Schaffner, Pfc. 
D. B. Sevenski, Pvt. C. F. Smith, Pvt. J. W. Sparks, Pvt. K. A. Steward, Pfc. J. J. St. Hilaire, Pvt. J. R. Trudell, Pvt. K. A. Vitolo, Pvt. M. T. Young

Platoon 3058

Pvt. I. S. Aguilar, Pfc. N. O. Amtower, Pfc. S. C Arnoult, Pvt. S. Z. Baqueri, Pfc. M. E. Black, Pfc. D. J. Boehm, Pvt. G. Colon Sanchez, Pfc. 
B. A. Cosme, Pvt. B. Cotter, Pvt. S. K. Crowe, Pfc. M. R. Daley, Pvt. N. A. Ellis, Pfc. J. I. Ettien, Pfc. C. A. Felker, Pvt. A. J. Forman, Pvt . A. J. 

Francis, Pvt. N. A. Garner, Pvt. R. Gehani, Pfc. J. D. Giron, Pvt. J. P. Goins, Pfc. E. S. Gorecki, Pfc. W. S. Hall, Pfc. A. G. Hernandez, Pvt. S. W. Hershey, Pvt. B. M. Hill, Pfc. 
S. M. Horne, Pvt. P. J. Jackson, Pvt. R. A. James, Pfc. B. M. Jewell, Pfc. A. L. Kempf, Pvt. F. P. Krementz, Pvt. C. N. Kunz, Pfc. J. T. Lanser, Pfc. J. B. McGinnis, Pvt. B. M. 
Means, Pvt. C. H. Patterson, Pvt. E. J. Ramirez, Pfc. A. L. Rivers-McCullough, Pvt. C. A. Romero, Pvt. R. J. Roach, Pfc. J. W. Schafer, Pvt. J. M. Scott, Pfc. P. J. Sheppard, Pvt. 
A. J. Shetler, Pvt. B. S. Shive, Pvt. Y. D. Silverberg, Pfc. C. L. Smalling, Pfc. T. C. Smith, Pvt. J. T. Snyder, Pvt. J. S. Stover, Pfc. T. N. Thomas, Pvt. T. C. Toadvine, Pfc. M. D. 
Tran, Pfc. T. R. Urban, Pfc. C. L. Vogel, Pfc. Z. T. Whattenbarger, Pvt. R. J. Wilfong, Pvt. L. A. Williams Jr., Pvt. S. K. Wolfe

Platoon 3060

Pfc. D. A. Aghakhan, Pvt. N. J. Alicea, Pfc. A. S. Anderson, Pvt. D. A. Beck, Pvt. T. J. Behrens, Pfc. M. D. Bierlein, Pvt. D. M. Cabral Jr., Pfc. P. 
A. Carlson, Pfc. T. J. Carter, Pvt. T. W. Davis, Pfc. R. J. Dilella Jr., Pvt. M. N. Duangjumpa, Pfc. E. L. Forde, Pvt. J. R. Franklin, Pfc. J. Funez, Pvt. 

N. Gabino-Perez, Pvt. E. K. Gibbons, Pvt. M. Z. Gjurkaj, Pvt. M. A. Gonzalez, Pfc. A. M. Green III, Pfc. S. M. Griffin, Pvt. E. K. Gutierrezvillalta, Pvt. L. A. Hampton, Pfc. S. A. 
Hands, Pvt. B. J. Hanlon, Pvt. K. D. Hannis, Pvt. T. C. Johnson, Pvt. T. J. Joy, Pvt. M. J. Klinchock, Pvt. B. T. Knight, Pfc. N. R. Kozeniesky, Pfc. J. J. Kurpiel, Pvt. S. C. Latimer, 
Pvt. J. L. Lee, Pvt. J. G. Lugo, Pfc. P. L. Martel, Pfc. M. A. Martin Jr., Pvt. W. F. Martinez, Pvt. J. K. Matthews, Pvt. M. M. McLaughlin, Pvt. J. E. Moffitt, Pfc. K. P. Monko, Pvt. D. 
D. Moore, Pvt. E. Moran-Pavia, Pvt. S. D. Mullens, Pfc. B. C. Napier, Pfc. M. D. Perkins, Pvt. R. Prado, Pfc. B. A. Pringle, Pfc. Y. J. Rabeiro-Real, Pvt. F. A. Roeder Jr., Pvt. J. D. 
Romanowski, Pfc. T. M. Sander, Pfc. A. J. Seale, Pfc. R. S. Seo, Pfc. B. E. Soares Jr., Pfc. J. R. Stanford, Pvt. A. D. Stone, Pvt. T. G. Tormasi, Pfc. J. M. Waldron

Platoon 3061

Pvt. C. Alvarado, Pvt. C. R. Barns, Pfc. G. A. Beane, Pvt. T. K. Botdorf Jr., Pvt. A. P. Brooks IV, Pvt. J. D. Caputo, Pvt. M. W. Champney, Pfc. J. D. 
Chase, Pfc. M. A. Chingay, Pvt. J. H. Choi, Pvt. M. L. Connell, Pfc. M. R. Crawford, Pvt. C. F. Davey, Pvt. C. Diaz, Pvt. A. T. Enright, Pvt. C. D. 

Estevez-Reyes, Pfc. R. D. Felix, Pvt. M. G. Fernandez, Pfc. E. R. Fogg, Pvt. C. A. Garrod, Pvt. M. L. Godin, Pfc. A. D. Grassette, Pvt. D. S. Hawkins, Pfc. D. G. Hennigan, Pfc. G. 
M. Herndon, Pvt. D. E. Higgins, Pfc. D. S. Korach, Pvt. T. J. Lawton, Pfc. C. P. Matthews, Pfc. S. P. McBride, Pvt. N. C. McKitrick, Pvt. E. J. Molina, Pvt. A. J. Monroe, Pvt. D. 
S. Multani, Pvt. C. Ospina, Pfc. A. J. Pawlush, Pvt. O. E. Pazmino, Pvt. B.  Picarello, Pvt. N. S. Piechowski, Pfc. J. P. Rodenhiser, Pvt. M. J. Rosario, Pvt. G. A. Santana, Pvt. J. E. 
Sawko, Pvt. G. A. Smith IV, Pfc. R. G. Sodano, Pvt. S. Stinvil, Pvt. S. W. Stout Jr., Pfc. D. J. Suarez, Pfc. P. B. Theurer, Pvt. M. B. Thomasson, Pvt. C. M. Turner, Pfc. B. J. Tyx, Pfc. 
C. J. Vassar, Pvt. D. L. Vergara, Pvt. Q. J. White, Pvt. S. T. White, Pvt. D. J. Winter, Pvt. J. J. Yososoegito, Pvt. D. A. Zilliox

Platoon 3062

Pvt. J.R. Alvarado, Pfc. D. Aoyama, Pfc. M. Artiga, Pfc. E. B. Banfield, Pfc. K. L. Bondurant, Pvt. D. E. Booher, Pvt. S. A. Brown, Pfc. D. 
Cancelhernandez, Pvt. T. L. Carroll, Pvt. K. M. Carwile, Pvt. A. J. Chappa, Pvt. P. M. Clarkmains, Pvt. M. E. Crowder, Pvt. A. R. Domingo, 

Pfc. T. R. Edwards, Pfc. D. K. Garlock, Pfc. K. L. Glembocki, Pvt. P. N. Glore, Pfc. H. S. Gober, Pfc. O. N. Harvey, Pvt. J. Herrera, Pfc. M. E. Iannarelli, Pfc. S. A. Jarrett, Pvt. 
K. Jordon, Pvt. O. E. Kellogg, Pvt. E. B. Key, Pvt. L. L. Kohlman, Pfc. J. A. Kountz, Pfc. K. G. Lindberg, Pfc. L. M. Maldonado, Pvt. J. G. Maranon, Pfc. J. T. Mattson, Pfc. J. 
A. Mckay, Pvt. C. N. Meece, Pvt. J. L. Melendez, Pvt. E. G. Miller, Pvt. R. H. Nachilo, Pfc. K. M. Newcomb, Pfc. P. T. Nguyen, Pvt. D. E. Nunezmoreira, Pvt. J. Peralta, Pvt. 
K. E. Quiles, Pfc. T. L. Robbins, Pvt. J. L. Rose, Pvt. A. I. Saahir, Pvt. G. E. Sarmiento, Pfc. T. C. Seoane, Pvt. S. M. Smith, Pfc. K. A. Sylvester, Pfc. C. M. Thomas, Pvt. D. L. 
Union, Pfc. J. Vera, Pfc. B. N. Weston, Pfc. A. B. Winskey, Pfc. P. L. Wise, Pfc. K. T. Zacherl

Platoon 4022

Pvt. I. M. Acenas, Pvt. S. S. Aguilar, Pfc. M. G. Aguirre, Pvt. G. E. Agurciamendoza, Pfc. A. N. Akey, Pvt. C. A. Alphonso, Pfc. M. F. Avendano, 
Pvt. H. J. Bedonnih, Pvt. L. M. Brown, Pfc. T. M. Butler, Pvt. H. J. Carney, Pvt. E. R. Carpenter, Pvt. H. B. Chennault, Pvt. K. M. Coats, Pfc. E. 

Correa, Pvt. K. Y. Delgado, Pvt. C. L. Demarce, Pvt. J. M. Dorney, Pfc. B. Escutiacalderon, Pfc. V. EstradaReyes, Pvt. A. R. Fernandez, Pfc. J. B. Figueroasalazar, Pfc. R. N. 
Firth, Pvt. L. L. Flyinghawk, Pvt. A. J. Fodera, Pvt. E. J. Frank, Pvt. M. L. Freudiger, Pvt. L. Gandy, Pvt. J. Garcia, Pfc. T. M. Goodale, Pvt. A.  Hanides, Pfc. K. L. Helmersen, 
Pvt. A. L. Hepler, Pfc. B. V. Jorgenson, Pfc. A. R. Karp, Pfc. S. L. Ledesma, Pfc. A. R. Liles, Pvt. T. M. Lottes, Pvt. E. N. Mares, Pvt. J. N. Matthews, Pfc. M. A. Mauricio, Pfc. 
M. A. Mendoza, Pfc. C. C. Oshanick, Pfc. C. R. Parcell, Pvt. T. A. Patrickmoore, Pfc. T. R. Patterson, Pfc. S. M. Powers, Pfc. C. E. Prendergast, Pfc. S. K. Procko, Pfc. A. M. 
Rainwater, Pfc. M. J. Ramirez, Pvt. J. R. Reed, Pvt. M. D. Robles, Pvt. C. M. Smith, Pvt. E. A. Thompson, Pvt. M. D. Valadez, Pvt. N. I. Voronina, Pfc. T. D. Williams

Platoon 4023



Recruits of India Com-
pany, 3rd Recruit Training 
Battalion, and Papa Com-
pany, 4th Recruit Train-
ing Battalion, the Crucible 
event known as the Battle 
of Hue City on Parris Is-
land's Page Field on Aug. 
9-10.

The event gives recruits 
a chance to use teamwork, 
call commands and take 
leadership to cross obsta-
cles and large open areas 
using squad tactics, said 
Sgt. Jonathan Rado, 24,  an 
event coordinator.

The event is dedicated 
to the Battle of Hue City, 
which was fought in 1968 
during the Vietnam War. 
The battle is remembered 
as one of the bloodiest 
battles of the Tet Offen-
sive. It was the largest 
urban battle the Marine 
Corps had fought up until 
the 2004 Battle of Fallujah 

in Iraq.
Recruits are grouped 

into 13-person teams.  Dur-
ing the Crucible, the drill 
instructors will act as men-
tors and teachers to better 
advise the recruits during 
the 56-hour ordeal.

The course stretches 
approximately half a mile. 
During the course, re-
cruits practice  patrolling 
tactics and crossing dan-
ger zones. 

The assault portion of 
the course is approximate-
ly 400 yards of sand, razor 
wire, walls and ditches.

Recruits navigated by 
crawling with their faces 
toward the dirt to create a 
smaller target. 

“The crawl was the hard-
est part,” said Pfc. Jordan 
Kountz, 19,  native of Tuc-
son, Ariz, and from Platoon 
4022, Papa Company, 4th 
Recruit Training Battalion. 
“It used up a lot of energy 
and patience.”

 They are continuously 
bombarded with the 

sounds of machine gun 
and mortar fire created by 
an air pressure gun and au-
dio recording. 

“It was difficult to hear 
my buddy over the noise, 
but I was still able to yell 
commands,” said Kountz.

Every recruit has a 
chance to go through the 
course during the Cruci-
ble, said Rado, a Baltimore 
native. 

Recruits rush the last few 
yards of the event and set 
up a perimeter in the tree 
line. From there, they are 
given time to clean their 
rifles, take care of their 
themselves and eat food.

The Battle of Hue City 
is just one of several chal-
lenges the recruits of India 
and Papa Companies faced 
during the Crucible. It 
tested their ability to move, 
communicate and advance 
toward an enemy. These 
skills will continuouly be 
tested as they continue 
their training in the Ma-
rine Corps.
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India, Papa Companies attack Hue City

Photo by Lance Cpl. David Bessey
Rct. Tyler Urban, 19, of Platoon 3060, India Company, 3rd Recruit Training 
Battalion, crawls through mud during the Crucible’s Battle of Hue City  event at 
Parris Island’s Page Field on Aug. 9. Urban is from Trafford, Pa. 

Recruits of Papa Company, 4th Recruit 
Training Battalion, stormed the sands of 
the day movement course on Parris Island’s 
Page Field on July 24.

“The tactics they learn here are the basics 
of how to shoot, move and communicate on 
the battlefield,” said Sgt. Jason Boggess, 26, 
lead day movement instructor.

Recruits are taught how to navigate a 
simulated battle environment using rushes, 
clear obstacles, check for traps and stay in 
communication with their partner or fire 
team. 

Recruits must stay in contact and advance 
through the course with the fellow recruit. 
If they fail to do so, they will be sent back to 
the beginning.

“You have to keep eye contact and speak 
loudly,” said Pfc. Kimberly Lindberg, 26, of 
Platoon 4022.

After rushing through the tree line, re-
cruits climbed over a wall only to have their 
vision hindered by a smoke screen.

Recruits watched their steps as they made 

their way through a grid of razor wire less 
than a foot above ground masked by white 
smoke.

 “The smoke is used to conceal the tangle 
wire and forces recruits to pay attention,” 
said Boggess, a native of Stuart, Fla. 

Recruits crawled with their faces toward 
the sand to the biggest obstacle on the 
course.

The obstacle consists of razor wire. To 
get through the obstacle, recruits must use 
their rifle to push the wire away from them 
as they crawl under it. Their buddy can also 
help by using their rifle to help raise more 
of the wire to pass through.

“It’s used as a choke point,” said Boggess. 
“It forces recruits to slow down.”

After clearing the obstacle, recruits rushed 
and low crawled to the finish.

“It was fun and put into context everything 
we have learned,” said Lindberg. “It was ev-
erything I pictured boot camp to be.”

The knowledge the recruits have gained 
through the course will carry them through 
their future training in the Marine Corps as 
they continue to sharpen their skills to work 
as a single unit on the battlefield.

Lance Cpl. David Bessey
Staff Writer

Photo by Lance Cpl. David Bessey
Rct.  Amanda Fodera, 20, of Platoon 4023, Papa Company, 4th 
Recruit Training Battalion, dashes to cover during the day movement 
course on Page Field on Parris Island on July 24. Fodera is from 
Ronkonkoma, N.Y. 

Papa Company sprints to the finish



Marines from the Parris 
Island Shooting Team have 
finished yet another suc-
cessful competition season, 
and presented their awards 
to Parris Island’s command-
ing general Aug. 9.

The team brought home 
individual and team tro-
phies for both rifle and pistol 
while representing Parris Is-
land and the Marine Corps. 
Throughout the season, they 
pitted their skills against all 
branches of service and ci-
vilian shooters. 

While training did not be-
gin for the team until Janu-
ary, the Depot Intramural 
Rifle and Pistol Competition, 
used to choose new competi-
tors for the team, took place 

in November 2011.
The team is made up of new 

Marines and Marines from 
last year’s team. Strangely 
enough, new team members, 
such as Cpl. Carl Clegg, are 
chosen not for their ability 
to shoot, but for their char-
acter, said Staf f Sgt. Pat-
rick Codding, supervisor of 
the marksmanship trainer 
schools at Parris Island.

“We don’t care exactly 
how well you shoot,” said 
Codding, a 30-year-old from 
Copan, Okla. “It’s your atti-
tude, your ‘trainability.’ We 
choose them for their will-
ingness to learn and want to 
be there.”

Members of the team in-
cluded Sgt. Justin Isham, 
team captain, and Lance Cpl. 
Van Thawng, team coach. 
The firing members were 

Clegg,  Codding, Sgt. Devin 
Cordray, and Gunnery Sgt. 
David Watts.

During the team’s weeks 
of training, they focused on 
the needs of the team, rath-
er than a set schedule. The 
shooters helped one another 
by sharing experience and 
advice. 

The team is only allowed 
to compete in four competi-
tions per fiscal year. They 
began in the Eastern Divi-
sion Matches, held at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., and won the 
Elliot Trophy, the oldest 
award in the Marine Corps 
competition. The Elliot Tro-
phy is awarded to the rifle 
team with the highest aggre-
gate score. Parris Island’s 
team has won this trophy for 
the past two years. 

While at the Eastern Di-

vision Matches, the team 
also won the Edson Trophy, 
which is awarded to the pis-
tol team with the highest col-
lective score. Parris Island’s 
team has won this award 
three years in a row. 

During the Interservice 
Rifle Championships at Ma-
rine Corps Base Quantico, 
Va., teams of all services 
compete at a national level 
for the top honor of winning 
the Marine Corps Combat 
Development Command Tro-
phy. The Parris Island team 
won the award too. 

Throughout the season, 
the team won 27 individual 
awards, including two mem-
bers recognized as new high 
shooters for their events. 

“There is not one mem-
ber on this team that would 
have been successful with-

out the other members of 
the team,” said Codding. 
“We don’t look at it as an in-
dividual spor t. When we left 
here, we left here as 14 team 
members.”

After the season is over, 
the Marines return to their 
jobs. For those that are able 
to stay on the range, it’s a 
chance for them to share ev-
erything they have learned 
over the past six months. 

The ultimate goal is train-
ing recruits, said Codding. 
The Marines are out there 
learning. It gives them the 
ability to come back to the 
Parris Island range with that 
knowledge and be a better 
primary marksmanship in-
structor or marksmanship 
coach, and they are more ca-
pable of training the recruits 
on marksmanship.
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Caitlin Maluda
Brig. Gen. Lori Reynolds, commanding general of Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, and Sgt. Maj. Gary Buck, right of the trophy, depot sergeant major, stand 
with members of the Parris Island Shooting Team while holding the Edson Trophy on Parris Island, on Aug. 9.

Parris Island shooting team wins big



Clegg, who is from Whitmire, S.C., began teaching 
himself to shoot pistols about one year ago after be-
ing introduced to them by a fellow Marine. Having al-
ready had previous experience with other weapons as 
an infantry rifleman, Clegg caught on quickly to pistol 
shooting, and said the fundamentals were very similar 
to that of a rifle. 

He shot in a local shooting competition, which in-
cluded units from Parris Island and the Marine Corps 
Air Station in Beaufort, S.C. His shooting prowess im-
pressed the members of 
the Parris Island shooting 
team and he was selected 
to join in January.  

From there, Clegg and 
the team competed in 
more tournaments where 
he placed first in the gold 
tier at the Eastern Division 
matches and first in the 
silver tier at the Marine 
Corps Championships.

The Marine Corps 
shooting team spotted 
Clegg and his remarkable 
skills during the cham-
pionships and gave him 
a temporary spot on the 
service wide team the 
next day. 

He has the potential to 
be considered for per-
manent membership, 
said Gunnery Sgt. Timo-
thy Lindeman, officer 
in charge of the Marine 
Corps pistol team. 

After winning second 
in the gold tier at an inter 
service shooting champi-
onship, Clegg went with 
the team to compete in 
national matches in Ohio 
on July 15 where he com-

peted against civilians and other service members. 
“Being a new shooter, I didn’t know what to expect,” 

Clegg admitted. “I did expect to win.”
Clegg fired several pistols at the match, including a 

22 mm, 1911 .45 Automatic Colt Pistol, and a Beretta 
9 mm. He fired a total of 30 rounds at the competition 
–10 at a distance of 50 yards, and 20 at 25 yards. All the 
rounds were fired in a one-handed standing position, 
an unorthodox shooting stance in the Marine Corps.

Clegg placed first in the gold tier at the match and 
ninth among the top 100 pistol shooters in the country. 

He is an asset to the Parris Island shooting team, to 
the Marine Corps shooting team, and Marine Corps 

marksmanship in general, Codding said. 
Brig. Gen. L. E. Reynolds, commanding general of 

Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, presented 
Clegg his Distinguished Pistol Shot Badge for excel-
lent marksmanship performance at the indoor simulat-
ed marksmanship trainer on Parris Island on Aug. 9. 

Clegg said he feels privileged to be part of the teams 
and hopes to achieve more in competitive shooting.

Codding said he plans to make Clegg a primary 
marksmanship instructor on Parris Island, as Clegg 
has also qualified as a rifle expert for five consecutive 
years in the Marine Corps. Clegg will be able to impart 
his marksmanship knowledge to future U.S. Marines.
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Octavia Davis
Cpl. Carl M. Clegg, a Marine with the Marksmanship Training Unit on Parris Island, S.C., demonstrates the one-handed standing firing position at the indoor simulated 
marksmanship trainer on Aug. 9. Clegg, a rookie competitive shooter, has competed on both the Parris Island and Marine Corps shooting teams and after only one 
year of competitive shooting, Clegg shot his way to becoming one of the nation’s best pistol shooter. e. Clegg is from Whitmire, S.C.
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Brazile, 18, with Platoon 
3057 and a native of Ful-
ton, Mo. “I started to get 
nervous.”

Recruits were instruct-
ed to close their eyes and 
hold their breath before 
loosening the airtight seal 
on their mask with their 
fingers. This protects the 
recruits’ eyes and lungs 
from the burning effects 
of the gas. 

Breaking the seal 
caused coughing and 
unsteady breathing, said 
Pfc. Jonathan Bauer, 20, 
of Platoon 3057 and a na-
tive of Virginia Beach, Va. 
Trying to regain a normal 
breathing pattern was dif-
ficult for him.

The instructor opened 
the chamber door only af-
ter all the recruits cleared 
their masks of the gas. 

 “I kind of want to do it 
again,” said 18-year-old 
Pvt. Kahana Glenn, of Pla-
toon 3057 and a native of 
Virginia Beach, Va.  “Even 
though it sucked, it was a 
unique experience.” 

The pain was only tem-
porary, said Pfc. Dillon 
Cox, 20, of Platoon 3057, 
from Lexington, S.C.  
Overall, the knowledge 
and skill gained for the 
experience was worth it.

The recruits of India 
and Papa Company, who 
graduate today, stepped 
out of the gas chamber 
not only with clearer si-
nuses and more Marine 
Corps knowledge, but 
also one step closer to be-
coming U.S. Marines.

Breath
Continued from Page 1

The recruits of India Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, wait as the gas 
fills the air inside the Parris Island gas chamber on June 26. The tear gas used for 
training recruits is made up of microscopic crystals that irritate exposed skin and 
mucus membranes.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Octavia Davis
The recruits of Papa Company, 4th Recruit Training Battalion, reseal their masks while inside the gas chamber on Parris Island on June 26. 

Rct. Gerald Beane, 19, of Platoon 3062, India Company, 3rd Recruit Training 
Battalion, takes off his mask after exiting the gas chamber on Parris Island on 
June 26. Beane is from Cleveland.
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Have you “liked” us yet? If not, head 
over to www.facebook.com/ParrisIsland
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