
The Provost Marshal’s Of-
fice Special Reaction Team 
familiarized themselves 
with the newest addition to 
their arsenal at the pistol 
range aboard Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot Parris Island, 
Aug. 21.

This exercise marks the 
beginning of the transi-
tion to the M45 1911 A1 
pistol. 

 “We will be the first in 
PMO to carry them,” said 

Sgt. Daniel Sloniker, a team 
leader with the SRT. “We’ll 
be training a lot with them, 
that’s what we do—we shoot 
guns all the time.”

In a move to assist with 
the fleet-wide transition to 
the M45 close quarter battle 
pistol, the Marine Corps 
recently awarded Colt De-
fense a five-year contract. 
Full implementation of 
Colt’s M45 CQBP will begin 
later this fall.

Implementation of the 
weapon into the special 
reaction team is critical to 

their role as a response 
force. They respond to crisis 
situations such as: terrorist 
attacks, hostage situations 
and VIP protection. The 
unit has capabilities similar 
to civilian S.W.A.T. (Spe-
cial Weapons and Tactics) 
teams. 

“We’re the ones who kick 
the doors in, save hostages 
and take out the suspect,” 
said Sloniker. “We have to be 
able to employ our weapons 
and make sure if we shoot, 
we hit our target.”

SRT has begun to cross 
train the Marines to prepare 
for a standard issue with 
the weapon, said Staff Sgt. 
Joshua Sumerfette, a team 
commander with the SRT. 

The transition will leave 
behind the Beretta M9A1, 
which has been the Marine 
Corps’ standard issue side 
arm for the last 20 years. 
The pistols’ differences 
were noted by the SRT as 
they shot the new M45 for 
the first time. 

The M45 employs a .45-cal-
iber round that is noticeably 
larger than its predecessor’s 
9 mm round. No increase in 
recoil was  noted by the SRT 
Marines, despite the pistols 
larger round diameter.
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“The noise you hear is the sound of freedom.”  #TJSsc

Did you 
know... 
August 31, 1950, 
North Koreans 
swarmed across 
Naktong River 
against the 1st 
Marine Brigade.
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Pilots climb aboard 
their F/A-18 Hornets 
knowing their emergen-
cy equipment is main-
tained by skilled flight 
equipment repair techni-
cians.

The flight equipment 
section of each aircraft 
squadron is responsible 
for ensuring all aviators 
have all of their emer-

gency equipment, it fits 
properly, and is in work-
ing condition. 

Flight equipment main-
tenance technicians are 
responsible for altering 
and maintaining: para-
chute harnesses, gravity 
suits, cold weather sur-
vival gear, flight helmets 
and equipment carriers. 

Each piece of equip-
ment maintained by 
flight equipment techni-
cians fills a different role 

in the survival of pilots 
during a flight and in the 
event of an emergency 
ejection.

A pilot once came in and 
thanked our section for 
helping to keep him alive 
after having to eject from 
his aircraft,” said Sgt. An-
drew Emig, a Marine All-
Weather Fighter Attack 
Squadron 224 flight equip-

Flight equipment Marines ensure 
pilot emergency survival
Lance Cpl. Kris Daberkoe
Staff writer

Marine Corps Communi-
ty Services is slated to hold 
Operation Ball Gown at the 
Air Station Officers Club 
from 6 - 8 p.m., Sept. 6.

The free event will offer 
Tri-Command’s active duty 
spouses the opportunity to 

find evening dress apparel 
at no cost.

“Girls can try on any 
dress they want, the only 
rule is they can only hold 
two at a time,” said Ash-
ley McCartney, a Marine 
Corps Family Team Build-

Operation Ball Gown:  
providing an affordable option
Cpl. Justin Boling
Staff  Writer

see Gown, paGe 5

see 1911, paGe 5

Lance Cpl. Kris Daberkoe

Capt. Nicole Jansen-Hinnenkamp, a weapon systems operator with Marine All-
Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 224, dons her custom fitted flight equipment 
at the squadron flight equipment section aboard the Air Station, Aug. 28.

South Carolina Staff Delegation and members of the Beaufort Regional 
Chamber of Commerce visit Air Station, page 7.

SRT Marines sight-in with 
“new” .45-caliber pistol

Sgt. Marcy Sanchez

Marines with the Air Station’s Special Reaction Team, line up to disperse rounds to targets as they 
familiarize themselves with the M45 1911 A1 pistol, Aug. 21. The Marine Corps is slowly transitioning 
to using the M45 1911 A1 pistol as the standard-issue side arm for Marines who previously used the 
Beretta M9A1 service pistol.

Sgt. Marcy Sanchez
Press Chief

see FliGht, paGe 5

Cpl. Justin Boling

Ashley McCartney, a readiness and deployment sup-
port trainer, examines one of the gowns that will be 
given away during Marine Corps Community Ser-
vices’ Operation Ball Gown



The Single Marine and sailor 
Program is scheduled to host a free 
lunch time cookout at Afterburners  
for single Marines and sailors at 11 
p.m., Sept. 5. 

The Marine Corps Family 
Team Building office will hold 
a Developing Healthy Blended 
Families workshop from 9 a.m. 
to noon, Sept. 6. For more info, 
call Becky Salazar, LifeSkills 
program trainer, at 228-7334
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Editor’s note: We at The Jet Stream care 
about our reader’s opinion. In reaching 
our goal to put out the best possible prod-
uct, we understand the importance of your 
feedback. Please add a comment to the 
“How can we improve The Jet Stream?” 
topic on our www.facebook.com/MCAS-
Beaufort discussion board on how we can 
better your base newspaper.

Published by the Savannah Morning News, a private 
firm in no way connected with the Department of 
Defense, the United States Marine Corps, the United 
States Navy, or Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, S.C., 
under exclusive written contract with the United States 
Marine Corps.  This commercial-enterprise newspaper 
is an authorized publication for members of the military 
services.  Its contents do not necessarily reflect the 
official views of the U.S. government, the Department 
of Defense, the U.S. Marine Corps or the U.S. Navy 
and do not imply endorsement thereof. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts 
and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by 
the DoD, the Marine Corps, the Navy, Marine Corps Air 
Station Beaufort, S.C., or the Savannah Morning News 
of the products or services advertised. Everything in 
this newspaper shall be made available for purchase, 
use, or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, 
gender, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor 
of the purchaser, user or patron.  If a violation of this 
equal opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, 
the contractor shall refuse to print advertising from that 
source until the violation is corrected. Editorial content 
(i.e., all content other than paid advertisements) is ed-
ited, prepared and provided by the public affairs office of 
the installation. All queries concerning news and editorial 
content should be directed to: Jet Stream, Marine Corps 
Public Affairs Office, P.O. Box 55001, MCAS Beaufort, 
S.C., 29904 or (843) 228-7225. All queries concerning 
business matters or display ads should be directed to 
the Savannah Morning News at (843) 597-9100.
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Roman Catholic   
• 9:30 a.m. - Sunday Mass   
• 11:15 a.m. - Weekly Mass: Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday

Protestant 
• 9:45 a.m. - Protestant Church School 
(Sunday School) 
• 11 a.m. - Protestant Sunday Worship 
Service  
• 5 p.m. Wednesday - Protestant Bible 
Study 

Other Faith Groups
• For Jewish, Mormon and  Islamic 
support, contact the Chaplain’s Office at 
228-7775

Chapel ServiCeS

Saturday
Lunch

Pork loin and 
mixed vegetables

Dinner 
Grilled steak and

baby carrots

MeSS hall Menu

Sunday
Lunch

Roasted chicken and
vegetable blend

Dinner
Fried fish and 

cabbage

Monday - Friday Breakfast

Lunch
Cajun chicken and

sauteed squash

Dinner
BBQ spareribs and 

broccoli
Tuesday

Lunch
Fried catfish and 

vegetable primavera

Dinner
Pot roast and 

sweet sour greens
Wednesday

Lunch
Pork loin and 

spinach

Dinner
Beef brisket and 
vegetable stir fry

Thursday
Lunch

Jerk chicken and 
roasted vegetables

Dinner
Pork scaloppini and 

zucchini

Monday
Hot farina, hot hominy grits and oven fried bacon

Friday
Lunch

Glazed salmon and 
cauliflower

Dinner
Pork roast and 

peas with celery

Saturday, Sunday 
and holidays
Brunch: 8:30 - 11 a.m. 
Dinner: 4 - 6 p.m.

* Take-out window: Monday - Friday 7:30 - 10 a.m. 
Sunday - Thursday 6 - 8:30 p.m.

facebook.com/MCASBeaufort

Military 
Appreciation 

Day

The event will be lo-
cated at the Welcome 
Center aboard Laurel 
Bay 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Sept. 8. There will be 

free food and fun 
activities. 

Midrats

Sunday - Thursday
11:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Monday - Friday
Breakfast: 6 - 7:30 a.m.
Lunch: 11 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 
Dinner: 4 - 6 p.m.

Fraud, Waste and Abuse
If you know of or suspect any fraud, 
waste or abuse aboard MCAS Beaufort, 
call 228-7777.
If you know of or suspect any fraud, 
waste or abuse within MAG-31, call 
(252) 466-5038.
The automated answering service on 
these lines are available 24 hours a day.

Sexual Assault
The contact number for a Uniformed 
Victim Advocate is 592-0646. This 
number can get you in contact with a 
UVA 24 hours a day.

Upon notification from the weather office, Giant Voice pre-recorded  
messages will be broadcast. All destructive weather notifications begin and 
end with a 12 second wailing siren. Then follow-on information is repeated 
twice between siren wails. The following are abbreviated examples of each 
warning that will be broadcast through Giant Voice.

Siren sound meanings

Things you need to know

-Lightning within 5 nautical miles...
-Thunder storm condition 1, winds up 
to 50 knots and/ or hail up to 3/4 of an 
inch…
-Tornado condition 1 a tornado 
is imminent…
-Tornado condition 2… observed 
within 60 nautical miles
-An all clear broadcast will be  

announced sounding “all clear”.
Test tone – A steady tone will be 
broadcast for 10 seconds, followed 
by an alert stating “This is a test” and 
then another 10 second tone.
For more information please call 228-
7904, or for example warning tones, 
visit: www.whelen.com/outdoor/warn-
ingtones.htm.

facebook.com/TheJetStream

Tri-Command News Briefs

Commentary

Tobacco Cessation classes 
are offered for active duty 
personnel every Wednesday 
at the MCAS Beaufort Branch 
Medical Clinic from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. To register, call 
228-7424.

Saturday 2 p.m.
The Amazing Spider-Man............PG-13..(2:16)

Saturday 4:45 p.m. 
Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter......R...(1:45)

The Marine Corps Family 
Team Building office will hold 
a Prevention and Relationship 
Enhancement workshop at 
the Air Station chapel from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Sept. 13. For 
more info, call PO2 Adam 
Campbell at 228-7775.

MCAS Beaufort 
Movie Schedule

MCI East 
Labor Day 
message

youtube.com/mcasbeaufortsc1

Hydration Tips
Drink 17-20 ounces of water two to three hours before you begin 
exercising.
Drink 8 ounces of fluid 20 to 30 minutes prior to exercising or 
during warm-up.
Drink 7-10 ounces of fluid every 10-20 minutes during exercise.
Drink an additional 8 ounces of fluid within 30 minutes after 
exercis-ng.
Drink 16-24 ounces of fluid for every pound of body weight lost 
after exercise.
Hint: Re-hydration occurs faster in the presence of sodium, re-
gardless of whether this is provided in a sports drink

 LABOR DAY IS DISTINCTLY AN AMERICAN HOLI-
DAY WHICH PAYS TRIBUTE TO OUR NATION’S 
WORKFORCE AND ACKNOWLEDGES THE INDI-
VIDUAL WORKER’S ROLE AS THE SOURCE OF 
AMERICA’S STRENGTH, FREEDOM, AND LEADER-
SHIP.  MARINES AND SAILORS OF EVERY RANK 
SHOULD PAUSE AND TAKE PRIDE IN THEIR CON-
TRIBUTION TO THE NATION.

 WHETHER TRAVELING OR STAYING LOCAL, RE-
MEMBER WE ARE MARINES 24/7, AND WE LIVE 
WITH EVERY DECISION WE MAKE OR FAIL TO 
MAKE.  AS YOU CELEBRATE WITH FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS, PLAN YOUR ACTIVITIES WITH CARE 
TO MINIMIZE RISK.  DRIVE THE SPEED LIMIT, 
WEAR PROPER PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT, AND 
USE A DESIGNATED DRIVER.  IF TRAVELING, GET 
PLENTY OF REST AND AVOID DRIVING LONG DIS-
TANCES AT NIGHT.  IF YOU CHOOSE TO DRINK 
ALCOHOL, DO SO RESPONSIBLY.  WHEN AROUND 
WATER, USE THE BUDDY SYSTEM AND EDUCATE 
YOURSELF ON HOW TO ESCAPE A RIP CURRENT.  
LEADERS AT EVERY LEVEL, KNOW YOUR PEOPLE, 
THEIR TRAVEL PLANS, AND ENSURE THEY KNOW 
AND PREPARE FOR POTENTIAL RISKS.  HAVE FUN, 
MAKE RESPONSIBLE DECISIONS, AND RETURN 
FROM THE LONG WEEKEND WITH HONOR.

 TO LOSE ANYONE TO AN AVOIDABLE MISHAP 
IS UNACCEPTABLE.  BE SAFE AND ENJOY YOUR 
WELL DESERVED TIME OFF!  SEMPER FIDELIS, 
BGEN GORRY SENDS.



Fightertown deployed:
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Corps Bits

Marine Corps Air Ground Combat 
Center Twentynine Palms, Calif.   — Not 
even a rainstorm and unexpected power 
outage could stop the Sesame Street / 
USO Experience for Military Families 
tour from bringing their message of 
hope and friendship to Combat Center 
kids Aug. 22 and 23, 2012. 

The free-of-charge show, which is the 
USO’s longest running live show, fea-
tures many of the beloved characters 
from the hit children’s TV show and 
focuses on issues that directly impact 
military kids.

“Sesame Street knows kids; the USO 
knows military families,” said Lonnie 
Cooper, tour producer, USO. “It’s a fan-
tastic partnership.”

As of last year, there is one very spe-
cial new friend on the show, named Ka-
tie. Katie is a military kid worried about 
an upcoming move when her family gets 
orders to another base.

“One out of every three military fami-
lies is going to move this year,” Cooper 
said. “This is a resource for families to 
help deal with one of the biggest chal-
lenges of military life.”

The other Sesame Street stars help Ka-
tie discover how to turn this potentially 
scary experience into an adventure dur-
ing several song-and-dance routines. 
She learns how to make the move more 
fun, how to keep in touch with friends 
she’s leaving behind and how to make 
new friends when she gets to her new 
home.

“The age group we target is the 
age when kids start learning to make 
friends,” Cooper said. “We want them to 
know that they are not alone. The cool 
thing about the military is you get to live 
all over the planet and have friends ev-
erywhere.”

Katie’s story is one every military kid 
experiences, and she was the crowd fa-
vorite as the curtain drew on the end of 
the show.

“Walking in, the favorite is almost 
universally Elmo,” Cooper said. “Walk-
ing out, so many kids say Katie is their 
favorite because they know exactly who 
she is and what she’s going through. 
They live it.”

Cooper’s thoughts were echoed by 
more than one exiting audience mem-
ber.

“I loved it,” said Jacqueline Kumher, 
age 6. “Every time she gets somewhere, 
she has to move again. I understand 
it because we do it a whole bunch of 
times.”

Corps Shot

USO, Sesame Street show tour 
teaches military children how 
to handle moves.

USS IWO JIMA  — Marines with Bat-
talion Landing Team 1st Battalion, 2nd 
Marine Regiment, 24th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit, conducted a multiple tar-
get, live-fire training on the flight deck 
of USS Iwo Jima, Aug 19, 2012.

Marines are constantly training 
whether on land or sea and executing 
live-fire ranges at sea is commonplace 
for Marine Expeditionary Units.

The 24th MEU is deployed with the 
Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group as 
a theater reserve force for U.S. Central 
Command and is providing support for 
maritime security operations and the-
ater security cooperation efforts in the 
U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet area of responsi-
bility.

“It is important that we as the ground 
combat element for the 24 MEU main-
tain our shooting proficiency, no matter 
the environment. It does not matter if 
we are firing ranges on shore or at sea, 
it is paramount to ensure that shoots 
are creative, challenging, and keep our 
Marines’ warfighting edge sharp,” said 
Capt. Jeremy Wilkinson, operations of-
ficer, BLT 1/2.

U.S. Marines conduct live-fire 
training aboard USS Iwo Jima

Sgt. Justin D. Head, ani-
mal packing course chief 
instructor, exercises his 
mustang, Hondo, shortly 
after grazing. in Bridge-
port, Calif. The animal 
packing course is the 
only one of its kind in the 
Department of Defense 
and teaches Marines and 
other military personnel 
how to effectively and ef-
ficiently work with beast 
of burden to transport 
munitions, supplies and 
wounded personnel.

Sgt. Aaron Hostutler

VMFA-251 Thunderbolts
are currently deployed aboard 

the USS Enterprise in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom.

MWSS-273 Sweathogs
are currently deployed to  

Afghanistan in support of  
Operation Enduring Freedom.

MALS-31 Stingers
detachment is currently de-

ployed aboard the USS Enterprise 
in support of Operation Enduring 

Freedom.

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan  
— Riding in an armored truck over Af-
ghanistan’s rutted dirt roads is scarcely a 
smooth or comfortable experience.

Each bump is felt as leaf springs groan 
and creak under the weight of the mine 
resistant, ambush-protected vehicle. The 
air conditioner circulates dusty air, and un-
less you’re right next to the vents, you’re 
drenched in sweat. Body armor weighs 
down on shoulders and compounds the 
pain of sitting in one spot for hours on 
end.

For Lance Cpl. Stephen Mader and his 
dog Maxx, this experience is routine. Mad-
er is an improvised explosive device detec-
tor dog handler with 3rd Battalion, 8th Ma-
rines, Regimental Combat Team 6.

Their MRAP hits a large bump. Water in 
a metal dish near the truck’s back entrance 
splashes onto the floor. Maxx, who was 
dozing, stands up, puts his front paws on 
Mader’s lap and nuzzles his head against 
Mader’s body armor.

Mader wraps his arms around Maxx, 
gives him a pat on the side, a scratch be-
hind the ears and reassures him every-
thing is alright. Maxx, settles back down, 
his chin across Mader’s boots – his spot – 
and closes his eyes again.

“It’s basically like having a 3-year-old in 
Afghanistan,” Mader, who is responsible 
for every aspect of Maxx’s care, said. He 
feeds him, cleans him and even monitors 
Maxx’s behavior for signs of stress or fa-
tigue.

And like a 3-year-old, Maxx, a yellow Lab-
rador, always wants attention.

“Otherwise, he’ll start licking me,” Mad-
er said.

Mader and Maxx have been together 
for seven months since they met at the 
5-week IDD handler school in Southern 
Pines, S.C. The dogs come to the school 

pre-trained to obey commands and track 
explosive scents. Human students go to 
learn how to handle the dogs.

School instructors interviewed Mader 
about his demeanor and personality and 
asked questions like, “Are you laid back 
or a hard-charger?” to get an idea of which 
dog to assign him (Mader said he’s a mix 
of both).

Mader, who joined the Marine Corps in 
2009, said the dog needs a good rapport 
with their handler. If there is a personality 
clash, the dog won’t perform. Maxx is a 
perfect match, he said.

“If I want to be playful and active, he will 
be. But, if I want to relax, he’ll lay down 
next to me,” Mader said.

Overall, Maxx, who is actually 4-years-
old, is “pretty chill,” and will sleep when 
he’s not working, Mader said. But, Maxx 
does have his wild streaks like when he 
breaks out of his kennel. He also likes to 
try to swim in the canals in the southern 
Helmand River Valley where the battalion’s 
PSD often travels.

“He’ll try, and I’ll have to stop him,” said 
Mader.

Unlike some military working dogs, 
IDDs are not trained to be aggressive. Be-
cause of this, IDD handlers have the dis-
cretion to allow other Marines to approach 
or pet their dogs. Maxx is popular with the 
Marines and gets a lot of attention. But, 
when it comes time to work, he’s ready to 
go.

“In the truck, he’s like a pet, but when-
ever we’re out there, he’s like a tool,” said 
Mader. And, “they’re a great tool to have if 
you use them correctly.”

The duo spends a lot of time on the road. 
Maxx can sense where they are.

“It’s weird, but he’ll know what (for-
ward operating base) we’re going to,” said 
Mader. When they’re getting close to FOB 
Geronimo, a larger, more built-up base, 
Maxx will get excited and start pacing. 
When they approach a smaller, more deso-
late place like Combat Outpost Rankle, 

“he’ll just lay there.”
When Mader and Maxx aren’t on the 

road or working, they’re training. After 
missions, while other Marines are relax-
ing, Mader is making sure Maxx’s track-
ing skills stay sharp.

Maxx isn’t trained with food, rather, with 
a rubber bouncy toy called a “bumper.” 
The bumper is used as a reward for per-
forming a task – either in training or a real 
scenario – successfully. When the bumper 
comes out, it’s a morale boost for the dog, 
Mader said.

Even with the long hours and the extra 
responsibilities of being a dog handler, 
Mader said it’s “the best thing to happen to 
me in the Marine Corps.”

After this deployment, if there is a need 
and an opportunity, Mader said he would 
volunteer to be a handler again.

“I love being with the dogs,” he said.
As the Afghan National Army continues 

to take over more of the security respon-
sibilities in Helmand province, officials at 
Marine Corps Systems Command said 
they anticipate the number of dogs cur-
rently serving to be reduced in the near 
future, correlating with the reduction in 
Marine forces in the region.

If Maxx is no longer needed, Mader said 
he wants to adopt him.

“I don’t want to give him up,” Mader said. 
“I’ve bonded too much to give him up.”

Mader looks down at Maxx, who is still 
asleep across Mader’s boots, unaware 
of the potential dangers outside of their 
MRAP. The occasional hard bump in the 
road is the only thing that stirs him from 
his nap on this ride.

However, if needed, the pair will be ready 
to go on a moment’s notice to track down 
the scent of any explosives on the route, 
potentially preventing vehicle damage, in-
juries or worse.

“A local kid asked if he could buy Maxx 
for 10 dollars,” Mader recalled. “I had to 
tell him he’s worth a little bit more than 
that.”

Photo and Story by Staff Sgt. Brian Buck-
walter
I MEF FWD

Following the scent: Explosive detector 
dog, handler protect Marines 

1st Marine Logistics 
Group (FWD)

HELMAND PROVINCE, Afghanistan-Maxx, an improvised explosive device detector dog, licks the face of his handler, 
Lance Cpl. Stephen Mader, during a convoy in southern Helmand province, Afghanistan, July 26, 2012.
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Corporals Course:     
NCO’s growing into their stripes

The Marines of Class 271-12, the latest 
graduating class of the Air Station’s Cor-
porals Course, graduated at the Lasseter 
Theatre, Aug. 21.

The three-week course instructs these 
junior noncommissioned officers to 
lead, teach and guide young Marines.

 The Marine noncommissioned offi-
cer is a small unit leader that helps lead 
their juniors through daily tasks, while 
teaching them to be the next generation 
of small unit leaders themselves.

The course consists of numerous writ-
ten examinations, uniform inspections, 
sword and guidon manual evaluation, 
technical military instruction and field 
tactics training.

The courses’ culminating event in-
cluded land navigation, overcoming the 
obstacle course and a surprise combat 
scenario.

The scenario put Marines in squads 
moving through simulated urban en-
vironment where they had to locate 
a weapon cache, while engaging en-
emy aggressors. The event tested their 
knowledge of field tactics and their abil-
ity to patrol an enemy entrenched town.

With certificates in hand and motiva-
tion in their hearts they are prepared to 
more effectively meet the mission of be-
ing a Marine noncommissioned officer.

 The class will return to their respective 
units, throughout the Tri-Command to 
use the tools they received from their in-
structors and lead. For more pictures visit, 
www.facebook.com/MCASBeaufort.

Cpl. Justin Boling
Staff  Writer



ment technician. “It may 
not happen often but the life 
of another Marine can rest 
in the integrity of the equip-
ment we provide them.”

The harness-like sys-
tem is comprised of an 
air bladder that inflates 
around the pilots limbs, 
pushing blood to the pi-
lot’s brain. The suit keeps 
gravitational forces from 
interrupting blood flow 
to the brain, potentially 
causing the pilot to lose 
consciousness. 

“I have a lot of faith in our 
gear,” said Capt. Michael 
Stroup, a VMFA(AW)-224 
pilot. “There have been 
a lot of people, who have 
survived partially because 
of the gear.

Flight equipment ex-
perts take the measure-
ments of each pilot and 
ensures that the air blad-
ders are positioned cor-
rectly on the pilots bodies 
while inflated.

“Within every 365 day 
period every piece of gear 
that each pilot wears will 
be checked,” said Emig. 
“The most frequent piece 
of gear we check is the air 

mask.
“Every 30 days all 40 

masks used by the pilots 
will be checked.”

Flight equipment such 
as the parachute harness, 
flight vest and gravity suits 
have fabric seams that the 
flight equipment Marines 
inspect and repair on a 
regular basis, said Lance 
Cpl. Walter Rodriguez, 
a VMFA(AW)-224 flight 
equipment technician.

 “We do a little bit of 
everything,” said Rodri-
guez. “To work with the 
flares we must have an 
ordnance qualification. 

“We have to be familiar 

with the radios on the sur-
vival vests and the little stuff 
that no one really looks at.”

 The work of these Ma-
rines saves lives. When 
Marine Corps aviators 
face an emergency, they 
do not face it alone; they 
have the hard work of 
maintenance Marines to 
count on.

“I have a lot of faith and 
trust in our guys because 
they go though all our 
gear and make sure it’s 
working,” said Stroup. 
“This equipment is here 
for us in case everything 
else goes wrong. It’s our 
last safety net.”
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ing readiness and deploy-
ment support trainer. 
“The Marine Corps Ball 
can be an expensive time 
for military couples.”

This year’s event will 
offer light refreshments 
and prizes including com-
memorative event T-Shirts 
and additional jewelry. 
Volunteers are also going 
to show their skills on the 
catwalk modeling many of 
the dresses, shoes and ac-
cessories.

“You have to be present 
to win anything,” said Mc-
Cartney, the lead coordina-
tor for the event. “If you are 
not there you will not win.” 

For those still interested 
in cleaning out there closet 
they can donate handbags, 
gowns and jewelry, until 
Sept. 5. Gowns must be 
clean and on a hanger to 
be accepted.

“Anybody can donate 
dresses and we have gath-
ered racks of beautiful 
gowns for spouses,” said 

McCartney. “Many of the 
donated gowns still have 
price tags some costing as 
much as $500.

“Dress donations are 
not required to receive a 
dress,” McCartney contin-
ued.  “The only require-
ment is to come and enjoy 
the event.”

Donation points can 
be found throughout the 
Tri-Command including- 
the Marine Corps Fam-
ily Team Building offices 
aboard the Air Station and 
Marine Corps Recruit De-
pot Parris Island.

“We have a range of 
shoes, hand bags, jewelry 
and this year we are also 
offering shawls,” said Mc-
Cartney. “Everyone who 
attends will take one gown 
and two accessories.

“This event is a great 
way to enjoy a dress 
that is new to you and 
looking great for the 
Marines Corps Ball with-
out spending a lot of  
money.”  

For more information on 
Operation Ball Gown, call 
228-7311.

GOWN
continued from page 1

The M45 has a seven 
round magazine vice the 
M9’s 15 round magazine, 
said Sumerfette. However, 
the stopping power makes 
up for the lack of rounds.

“Even though there is 
an obvious difference be-
tween the [9 mm] round 
and [.45-caliber] round, the 
recoil is similar],” said Sum-
erfette. “The M45’s trigger 
tension is lighter and makes 
for a smoother shot.”

Before stepping out in 
front of their targets, the ma-
jority of the Marines of SRT 
had their expectations for 
the new weapon.

“I personally have never 
shot the [M45 1911 A1],” 
said Sloniker, from Law-
ton, Okla. “I’m expecting it 
to be a little more accurate 
because the trigger pull 
is a lot softer than the M9 
pistol. 

“I’m sure it’s going to be a 
good time.”

1911
continued from page 1

Sgt. Marcy Sanchez

A Marine with the Air Station’s Special Reaction Team puts rounds down range dur-
ing an exercise designed to familiarize SRT with the M45 1911 A1 pistol. The M45 
1911 A1 pistol is slowly becoming the Marine Corps’ standard-issue side arm.

FLIGHT
continued from page 1

Sgt. Marcy Sanchez

 Lance Cpl. Walter Rodriguez, a Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 224 flight equipment technician, 
inspects the flight vest during routine maintenance at the the flight equipment section aboard the Air Station, 
Aug. 21.
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A little rain did not stop Team Beau-
fort from holding their first Volunteer-
palooza at Bay Circle aboard the Lau-
rel Bay living community, Aug. 23.

The event brought together units 
and families to save funds by sharing 
the cost of the event and finding volun-
teers to support unit and Air-Station-
wide family readiness programs.

Family readiness is tied directly to 
unit performance while deployed. A 
Marine, who is worried about home, 
is more likely not to focus on the job 
at hand while on the pitching deck 
of an aircraft carrier at sea, turning 
wrenches in Thailand or working hard 
in Afghanistan.

Maj. Gen. Glenn Walters, the com-
manding general of 2nd Marine Air-
craft Wing, was present to observe and 
meet with unit family readiness volun-
teers and leadership. A representative 
of Headquarters Marine Corps was 
also present to observe the event.

Tri-Command personnel and their 

families enjoyed fun, music and free 
food catered by the Officers’ Club.

Children enjoyed free snow cones 
and bounce houses, while their par-
ents learned about the numerous pro-
grams and volunteer opportunities of-
fered by the Family Readiness team.

All Air Station units had booths and 
gave away candy and prizes to pro-
spective unit family readiness volun-
teers. 

Representatives from Marine Corps 
Family Team Building  Lifestyles In-
sights Networking Knowledge and 
Skills program was also on deck to 
gather volunteers to aid in future train-
ing and to inform families of the many 
programs which are available to them.

According to Becky Cederholm, the 
Marine Aircraft Group 31 Command 
Team Advisor, the event brought the 
importance of family readiness to the 
forefront of people’s minds. Families 
can take part in events and volunteer 
to help others through the rotational 
deployments of the Air Station’s many 
units. For more pictures visit, www.fa-
cebook.com/MCASBeaufort.

Cpl. Justin Boling
Staff  Writer

Volunteerpalooza
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The South Carolina Staff Delegation 
and members of the Beaufort Regional 
Chamber of Commerce visited the Air 
Station for briefing and viewing of air 
station facilities and aircraft, Aug. 23.

The delegation consisted of staff mem-
bers for Senators Jim DeMint and Lind-
sey Graham, Representatives Tim Scott, 
Joe Wilson, Trey Gowdy, Mick Mulva-
ney and Jim Clyburn.

Members of the staff delegation began 
the visit with a brief that provided informa-
tion about the Air Station such as installa-
tion size, personnel, quality of life and what 
the F-35B Lightning II means to the Air 
Station. 

Following the brief the delegation vis-

ited the construction site of the Pilot 
Training Center. The PTC is the site 
where pilots will train to fly the F-35B 
Lightning II in flight simulators as well 
as the classroom.

“The PTC is crucial in the Air Station’s 
future as it is the place where all future 
F-35B pilots will train to fly the joint 
strike fighter,” said Troy Ward, F-35 Site 
Activation Task Force.

The tour concluded with a visit to Ma-
rine All-Weather Fighter Attack Squad-
ron 224 where the delegation got up-
close-and-personal with F/A-18 Hornets 
and received a short brief about the his-
tory of VMFA(AW)-224. 

The tour provided the South Carolina 
Staff Delegation with a more in-depth 
understanding of how the Air Station 
functions as well as the importance of 
the F-35B Lightning II and its facilities.

South Carolina Staff Delegation 
visits the Air Station

The South Carolina Staff Delegation made a visit to the  Air Station the Air Station, Aug. 23. The visit also included a tour of the site of the Pilot Training Center and Ma-
rine All-Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 224. The tour provided the South Carolina Staff Delegation with an in-depth view of the Air Station. 

Story and Photos by Lance Cpl. John Wilkes
Staff writer

South Carolina Staff Delegation visited Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack Squad-
ron 224 during their tour of the Air Station, Aug. 23. The tour provided the South 
Carolina Staff Delegation with an in-depth view of the Air Station. 

The South Carolina Staff Delegation visited the Pilot Training Center aboard the 
Air Station, Aug. 23.  The tour provided the South Carolina Staff Delegation with an 
in-depth view of the Air Station. 

South Carolina Staff Delegation receive safety equipment at the construction site 
of the Pilot Training Center, Aug. 23. The tour provided the South Carolina Staff 
Delegation with an in-depth view of the Air Station. 

Behind the scenes of CLC-23

Lance Cpls. James Gustin and 
Jesse McMillian, Combat Logistics 
Company 23 mechanics, assemble 
a Humvee after completing main-
tenance.

Groundside vehicle and 
weapon maintenance is 
a vital part of the Air Sta-
tion’s daily operations. 
The Marines of Combat 
Logistics Company 23 
work diligently to ensure 
that the Air Station oper-
ates smoothly.

CLC-23 provides inter-
mediate supply support, 
motor transport and en-
gineer ground equipment 
maintenance as well as 
groundside weapons re-
pair for the Air Station.

Also known as The 
Roughnecks, CLC-23 is 
a small detachment of 
Combat Logistics Regi-

ment 25, 2nd Marine Lo-
gistic Group and has been 
aboard the Air Station 
since Nov. 25, 1976

“We are a company the 
size of a platoon doing 
battalion level work,” said 
Master Sgt. Charley New, 
CLC-23 staff noncommis-
sioned officer in charge.

From an armorer to a 
diesel mechanic, there 
are many diverse military 
occupational specialties 
within CLC-23; each of 
them capable of perform-
ing the task of the Ma-
rines to their left and right. 
Which is an asset when 
they deploy as individual 
augments with other units, 
said Sgt. Douglas Shamp, 
motor transportation qual-
ity control. Without the 

Marines of CLC-23 in the 
field, there would be no 
engine repairs, utility re-
pairs and a lack of several 
other repairs.

“We support the base 
as a whole,” said Shamp. 
“There is always some-
thing that needs to be 
worked on or fixed, which 
is all essential.”

A definite advantage 
to command welfare and 
camaraderie is CLC-23’s 
size. The usual size of a 
company or squadron is 
200 to 300 Marines vice 
CLC-23’s 35.

“We have a great group 
of Marines,” said Shamp. 
“We may be small, but I 
think that’s why we do 
so well; everyone knows  
everyone.”

Story and Photos by 
Lance Cpl. John Wilkes
Staff writer
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My larger, newer car tow dollie is
located in Beaufort. Use it free for
your move west and deliver it to

me within 100 miles of Myrtle
Creek, Oregon. 541-863-1556

Honda
Civic
‘99

843-705-5959
www.

sunsetmotorcars.com

Ford
F350
‘05

843-705-5959
www.

sunsetmotorcars.com

Lowcountry Day Preschool
Multi-Family Yard Sale - Sept. 8,
8a-1p. 285 Red Cedar St. See office
to reserve your spot. Rain date 9/15.

Ford
F-350
‘06

843-705-5959
www.

sunsetmotorcars.com

Nissan
Altima

‘06

843-705-5959
www.

sunsetmotorcars.com
Sea
Doo
‘06

843-705-5959
www.

sunsetmotorcars.com

Honda
Odyssey

‘02

843-705-5959
www.

sunsetmotorcars.com

Nissan
Maxima

‘04

843-705-5959
www.

sunsetmotorcars.com

Ford
Mustang

‘07

843-705-5959
www.

sunsetmotorcars.com

Ford
Escape

‘05

843-705-5959
www.sunset

motorcars.com

Audi
A6
‘04

843-705-5959
www.

sunsetmotorcars.com

Put yourself in a
better position! Find
a new job today at
jobs.savannahnow.com!

Business Owners and Managers: Want
to know how to reach the largest

audience in the Savannah area? Call
Chris Corey at 652-0241

New cars. Used cars. Your car.
Find it in Classified!


