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Command’s
Message

Families and friends of the 
Sledgehammer Brigade,

 Greetings from the arid and sunny 
Camp Buehring, Kuwait! We’re ex-
cited to announce that we’ve survived 
the hottest part of the summer here as 
temperatures have begun to cool just 
a bit.  We are still expecting to experi-
ence a few more brutally hot days over 
the next couple of weeks, but we be-
lieve the worst is behind us.  Our lead-
ers and Soldiers have done phenom-
enally well acclimating to the extreme 
weather conditions.  We attribute our 
success to the discipline and tough-
ness (mental and physical) forged from 
the many months of team building and 
challenging training exercises.  Never-

theless, we’ll remain vigilant on safety 
as we continue to train and prepare for 
future operational contingencies.   

 Although temperatures here in Ku-
wait are gradually cooling, the pace of 
training is starting to heat up for the 
Sledgehammer Brigade!  Units across 
the brigade are deploying to ranges 
and training areas for crew qualifica-
tions and to hone individual and col-
lective combat skills.  It is absolutely 
exhilarating to watch our Abrams 
Tanks, Bradley Fighting Vehicles, Pala-
din Artillery Systems, and Armored 
Breacher Vehicles engaging targets on 
a range and detonating mine clearing 
charges!  This type of training is fun-
damental to what an armored brigade 
combat team is designed to do and our 
Soldiers relish every opportunity to 
sharpen their skills!    

 The brigade’s operation tempo is 
steadily increasing but we continue to 
make time to tune in to major events 

at home and abroad.  We enjoyed 
watching the United States Olympic 
Team dominate the Olympic Games!  
Our Olympic athletes and competi-
tors definitely motivated us with their 
awe inspiring performances!  The Mo-
rale, Welfare and Recreation team on 
Camp Buehring sponsored its version 
of the Olympics which allowed our 
Soldiers to get into the Olympic Spirit 
and enjoy a little competition.  Addi-
tionally, the brigade’s “Biggest Loser 
Contest” is in full swing and we’re ex-
tremely impressed by commitment of 
our Soldiers who are competing to get 
in the best shape of their life.  Don’t be 
surprised to see your Soldier return-
ing home at the end of our deployment 
leaner, stronger, and healthier than 
ever before!    

 Sledgehammer Soldiers are not only 
training hard and having fun, they’re 
also doing a fantastic job of taking 
care of each other.  One terrific exam-
ple is Spc. Daniel Hall from the 203rd 

Brigade Support Battalion who extin-
guished a fire in the battalion’s shop 
office tent.  His unhesitating response 
prevented the fire from spreading and 
ensured the safety of 10 fellow Sol-
diers.  We take pride in the fact that 
our ranks are filled with Soldiers like 
Spc. Hall which allows us to meet the 
day to day challenges of our deploy-
ment and accomplish our mission.  

 Congratulations to the lieutenants 
across the brigade who were selected 
for promotion to captain.  This is a 
significant step for junior officers and 
indicative of the great potential each 
of them possesses.  We’d also like to 
congratulate our junior leaders and 
Soldiers who graduated from the War-
rior Leaders Course here on Camp 
Buehring.  It is refreshing to see the 
next generation of leaders moving up 
the ranks and preparing themselves for 
increased responsibilities.  Our Army, 
present and future, is in great hands!     

Col. Johnnie L. Johnson Jr.
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Commander
Command Sgt. Maj. Brian D. Harrison
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Command Sergeant Major
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 We’ll end this month’s message by 
expressing our gratitude once again 
for your undying support for the bri-
gade and your Soldier.  Please contin-
ue to stay in touch with your Soldier 
and keep him/her informed on events 
happening at home.  Most of all, con-
tinue sending your encouragements.  
As a reminder, if you are having trou-
ble communicating with your Soldier, 
contact the brigade’s rear detachment 
at Fort Benning.  Your support has a 
significant impact on the health and 
fitness of the brigade!  Thanks again!    

Continue following the 
Sledgehammer Brigade at 
www.facebook.com/3hbct3id for the 
latest updates.

God bless and take care!
Sledgehammer!         
  

Hammer 6, Hammer 7 “SLEDGEHAMMER”
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Story and photos by
Sgt. Christopher Johnston
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID
Public Affairs NCOIC

  To many, citizenship is more 
than a status. Citizenship is ac-
tion; it is something you do. It was 
Andrew Jackson who said, “Every 
good citizen makes his country’s 
honor his own, and cherishes it 
not only as precious but as sacred. 
He is willing to risk his life in its 
defense and is conscious that he 
gains protection while he gives it.”

 Spc. Yamilet Terry, a motor 
transport operator with the 203rd 
Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd 
Armored Brigade Combat Team, 
3rd Infantry Division, is not a U.S. 
citizen, but swore to “support and 

Citizenship 
Through
Service

Spc. Yamilet Terry, a motor transport operator from Acapulco, Mexico, assigned to the 203rd Brigade Support 
Battalion, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, stands next to Staff Sgt. Gregory L. Davis, 
an intelligence analyst also assigned to 203rd BSB at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, Aug. 21.
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defend the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic.” 

 Terry is one of many soldiers who are 
pursuing their citizenship by becoming 
“a guardian of freedom and the Ameri-
can way of life.”

 Terry was born in Acapulco, Mexico, 
Nov. 5, 1983, and lived there until she 
was 8 years old. Her family moved to 
Colorado Springs, Colo., where her fa-
ther received his citizenship and the rest 
of her family received their Green Cards.

 Her uncle, Army Sgt. George Lopez, 
visited her and her family just after the 
events of 9/11. He expressed how much 
he loved the Army and the pride it gave 
him. Having listened to her uncle she 
felt it was her duty to serve the coun-
try she already felt a part of. She entered 
the Army’s Delayed Entry Program, not 
yet old enough to enlist, and on Feb. 2, 
2004, she joined the Army. 

 Terry attended basic training at Fort 
Jackson, S.C., and Advanced Individu-
al Training at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 
After AIT, she was assigned to 64th 
Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade 
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, 

at Fort Carson, Colo. Her unit de-
ployed to Taji, Iraq, in November 2008. 

 Terry volunteered for many convoy 
missions, which were high risk assign-
ments due to improvised explosive de-

vices, throughout Iraq. Her Palletized 
Load System vehicle was hit by three 
separate IEDs throughout the day, dur-
ing one of her missions. 

 “The first one was on the right side of 
my PLS and it hit us from underneath,” 
said Terry. “The second hit a few inches 
away from my cab. The IED was placed 
in between two barriers. The last one, I 
was on my way to drop the barriers we 
were delivering, and it literally felt like 
we went up and came back down; the 
doors swung open; we started getting 
small arms fire.”

 Medics asked Terry if she could drive 
her vehicle to safety, and she said yes.

 “All I could think was I needed to 
get back to where my platoon was,” said 
Terry. “I felt safe there.”

 Terry received an Army Commen-
dation Medal with Valor Device for her 
actions.

Spc. Yamilet Terry, a motor transport operator from Acapulco, Mexico, assigned to the 203rd Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Armored 
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, assists in locating targets on a map during a mounted land navigation training exercise 
Aug. 17, at Camp Buehring, Kuwait.
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Terry, now assigned to 203rd BSB, 3rd 
ABCT, 3rd ID, Fort Benning Ga., be-
gan the paperwork to receive her citi-
zenship prior to the unit’s National 
Training Center rotation at Fort Irwin, 
Calif.

 Terry was told she was deploying 
to Kuwait and thought her application 
would be delayed for another year.

 “When we got to Kuwait, I asked 
my NCO if there was any way I can 
still get my citizenship papers,” said 
Terry. “That is when I was linked up 
with Staff Sgt. Davis.”

 “I was glad to help Spc. Terry,” said 
Staff Sgt. Gregory L. Davis, an intelli-
gence analyst with 203rd BSB. “She is a 
hard charger and great at her job.”

 Davis contacted Third Army/U.S. 
Army Central’s operations office, at 
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, where Terry 

filled out her Application for Naturali-
zation, submitted her fingerprints, and 
took pictures for her citizenship.

 “He helped me out so much,” Terry 

said of Davis. “There are a lot of peo-
ple out there that don’t know that we 
get help with this in the military, and 
that it is free!”

 “When I got the word that my ap-
plication had been approved and that I 
will be going to Arifjan Sept. 19, to be-
come a U.S. citizen, my roommate and 
I were so excited, we were screaming 

Spc. Yamilet Terry, a motor transport operator from Acapulco, Mexico, assigned to the 203rd Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, assists in locating
 targets on a map during a mounted land navigation training exercise Aug. 17, at Camp Buehring, Kuwait.
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and jumping up and down,” said Terry.

 With the presidential elections rap-
idly approaching, Terry is looking for-
ward to being able to vote for the first 
time.

 “Being able to vote is very impor-
tant to me,” said Terry. “I believe that 
every vote counts and I want my vote 
to count.”

 On Feb. 2, 2004, Terry swore to 
“obey the orders of the President of the 
United 
States” 
and this 
year she 
will have 
a say 
in who 
those or-
ders will 
come 
from.

Sledgehammer Comic: That’s the Spot...
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Pg. 4 - Hammer Heat- September, 2012 



“Can Do!”
Lt. Col. Nelson G. Kraft
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 1-15 IN Commander
Command Sgt. Maj. Angel M. Ortiz Jr.
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 1-15 IN Command Sergeant Major

Greetings from Camp Buehring Kuwait;

 Well, we are quickly closing out our 
second month on this deployment, and 
the pace is definitely picking up for our 
Soldiers.  Throughout the battalion, the 
daily schedule continues to become more 
predictable for our Soldiers as leaders con-
tinue to mix the right amount of tough, 
realistic training with ample personal 
time.  It is critical that we find this balance 
so our Soldiers are effectively prepared to 
conduct any mission assigned while main-
taining a steadiness in their personal lives. 

 From a training stand point, our Sol-
diers have performed magnificently.  
Every day the Soldiers and leaders of 
the CAN DO Battalion are busy prepar-
ing themselves for any situation that may 
arise.  From personal weapons qualifica-
tion to vehicle qualification to squad level 
maneuvers, CAN DO Soldiers are work-

ing diligently to be masters of their craft.  
Over the past month, Hardrock and Baker 
companies have conducted countless mis-
sions throughout the local training areas 
available in Kuwait.  After every training 
iteration, you can see the confidence and 
pride grow in our Soldiers.  This confi-
dence and pride will propel the CAN DO 
Battalion to greater achievements as the 
deployment continues.  For our tank com-
panies, Crusader and Destroyer, they are 
beginning to shift their focus from dis-
mounted operations to what they do best, 
mounted gunnery.  The companies are 
hard at work conducting the prerequisite 
training required to conquer the Udari 
gunnery range.  Pride and bragging rights 
are on the line as all companies compete 
to be named the Top Tank Company and 
Top Bradley Company.  For the crews 
themselves, the distinction of top crew is 
out there, waiting to be grabbed.  The bat-
talion is entering an exciting time in our 
training program and we look forward to 
updating you in the future.   

 Although the CAN DO Battalion is 
committed to training our Soldiers for 
any mission, we are just as committed to 

building strong, resilient Soldiers as well.  
At a recent Leader’s Professional Develop-
ment (LPD) seminar held here on Camp 
Buehring, the words “I will bend, but I 
will not break,” rang out from First Sgt. 
Hackstall.  The leadership of the battalion, 
from corporal to lieutenant colonel lis-
tened as some of the first sergeants from 
the battalion discussed ways they deal 
with some of their daily struggles.  As we 
exit the first couple of months of the de-
ployment, we are cognizant of the fact 
that the newness of the deployment has 
worn off.  Rest assured every leader and 
all Soldiers are working meticulously to 
identify and assist any individual that may 
be experiencing a difficult time.  There are 
numerous assets available here to assist 
Soldiers.  Additionally, there are numer-
ous resources that provide Soldiers with 
an outlet to break away from the monoto-
ny of training and enjoy some comforts of 
home.  

 Command sergeant major and I would 
like to thank our families and Soldiers at 
Fort Benning for their constant support.  
You all play a critical part in keeping us 
mentally and emotionally fit to continue 

on during this deployment. No matter 
how difficult it may seem at times, under-
stand we may bend but we will not break! 

Finally, command sergeant major and I 
would like to welcome some new addi-
tions to the CAN DO family:

- Lillian Grace Rose Blankinship born 
on July 24, to Staff Sgt. Jacob and Natasha 
Blankinship 
- Morgan Rebecca Cook born on July 31, 
to Staff Sgt. Michael and Sarah Cook 
- Zaedyn Lee Montgomery born on Aug. 
3, to Spc. Dakota and Aloha Montgomery 
- Brody Oliver Nelson born on Aug. 13, 
to Staff Sgt. Rocky and Allison Nelson 
- Maren Kellie Maszarose born on Aug. 
16, to Capt. Robert and Kristen Maszarose
- Gunnar Andrew Ginn born on Aug. 
17, to Pfc. Robert and Megan Ginn
- Gunner Matthew Allen Grigsby born 
on Aug. 22, to Cpl. Aaron and Dawn 
Grigsby

Can Do!!
Dragon 6, 7
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Story by Chaplain (Maj.) Geoff Bailey
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Chaplain

Leaving a Legacy 
or 

Chasing a Career?

 “Teach then to your children, talk-
ing about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get 
up.” – Deuteronomy 11:19

 With these words, the author of 
Deuteronomy charges parents with the 
task of teaching children about a life 
journey of faith and the intersections 
of history with the protection and 
providence of God.  As we examine the 
passage, we learn that there is no area 
of life where teaching cannot occur. 
Stated more succinctly, no mundane 
activity is exempt from being a teach-
ing moment. With the busyness of life, 
one might ask what this looks like.

After all, we live in a busy world. Our 
job places demands upon us. Chores 
place demands upon us. Our hobbies 
place demands upon us. Everywhere 
we turn, demands for our time and en-
ergy abound. Blank space on the calen-
dar almost cries out for events to fill it 
as if blank space is a negative entity. As 
we fill our calendars, build our careers, 

and chase 
achievement 
after achieve-
ment, are 
we building 
anything of 
lasting im-
portance and 
legacy? At 
some point, 
service to the 
military will 
come to an 
end. At some 
point any 
career will 
come to an 
end. 

 Who will be standing to your right 
and left when service to country and 
career are finished? Who will carry 
forward that torch you’ve carried all 
these years?
 
 As I write this, I am sitting in a 

“Skype Room” having just witnessed 
the birth of my second son, Joshua 
Robert. We named him Joshua because 
of the Biblical character’s strength 
and faithfulness to God. We named 
him Robert after my grandfather who 
served in the 28th Infantry Division 
from Normandy to the fall of Berlin. I 
will make sure I take time to teach him 
where his name comes from but also 
to teach him about service to country 
and more importantly about my faith. 
I will not meet him until he is seven 
months old. He will also not be at a 
stage where learning occurs through 
listening.  I will need to model that 
which I want him to emulate in his 
own life. I believe this is what the writ-
er of Deuteronomy was getting at in 
his discussion of all aspects of ordinary 
life as teaching moments.
 
 To teach our children the charac-
ter, integrity, and faith we hope for 
them to embrace we must be inten-
tional about spending time with our 

3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division
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Family. Career, service to country, 
and personal achievements fade away 
soon after we retire. Our children and 
Family are a lasting legacy. Have we 
set them on the right course to main-
tain that legacy for their sake and the 
sake of future generations? We cannot 
do this if we don’t make time for our 
Family apart from work and profes-
sional achievements. This means be-
ing wholly present to our Family when 
we are physically present. Email is 
closed, the television is off, the phone 
is only there for emergencies, and our 
spouse and children know they are 
the center of our focus and attention. 
While deployed, it means we’re not 
multi-tasking during Skype sessions 
and we schedule time to talk and write 
letters. It is then through intentional 
time with Family that we model and 
teach what we hope to pass on to fu-
ture generations. 

3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division
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G a l l e r ySoldier’s

A canvas for short stories, poetry, drawing, and other visual arts
Submission Guidelines:

 Submissions are“clean” in nature.  Content that is offensive, or contains 
generally harsh language will be rejected. Any derogatory works or direct 
attacks on individuals will be rejected. Posts will not advertise any for profit con-
tent, to include selling or looking to buy items.  Submitting your work does not 
always guarantee placement do to space restrictions.

Instructions:
Email the Following to pao.sledgehammer.bde@gmail.com

Email Title: 

Soldiers Gallery Submission (Your Name)

Email Message:

Your Name (If you wish to submit your work anonymously, indicate after your 
name.)
Title of Work
The work of art
(All work must be submitted digitally, either attached or included in the email.  If 
submitting an image, submit the highest quality possible.)

Do you have a creative bone in your body?  

 Whether you write short stories on a regular 
basis or took a stab at poetry on a whim, if you 
want to share it, that’s what this page is for.  We 
are accepting submissions from Soldiers for 
any type of visually based art.  So get out there 
and start exercising that creative muscle!

Submission Examples:
 *Short Stories
 *Poetry
 *Drawings
 *Paintings
 *Graphic Design Work
 *Photographs
 

3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division
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Story and photos by
1st Lt. Joseph Bush
1-15 IN, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID
Public Affairs Representative

  It is no secret that the heat is 
oppressive and at times the wind 
and sand compound the difficulty 
of training.  Despite these chal-
lenges, the Soldiers of Hardrock 
have demonstrated an indomita-
ble CAN DO attitude during their 
squad live fire exercise. Over the 
past month the men have been 
working together to develop their 
skills toward the same goal; oper-
ating as a single unit under simu-
lated combat scenarios.  The mas-
tery of these skills is necessary in 
the event that we are called upon 
in the future. 

Hardrock
in 

Kuwait
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 The NCOs of Hardrock developed 
a comprehensive training plan that 
tested their Soldiers’ ability to con-
duct tasks that every warrior must 
master. Each Soldier spent countless 
hours preparing to execute this train-
ing event.  The Soldiers honed their 
individual marksmanship skills by ex-
ecuting Advanced Rifle Marksmanship 
prior to the squad live fire exercises.  
From the Advanced Rifle Marksman-
ship training the Hardrock Soldiers 
tested their ability to engage targets 
from close range in close-quarters bat-
tle.  The close-quarter battle phase 
provided the Soldiers with the oppor-
tunity to engage targets at close range, 
inside of a structure.  Ultimately, the 
Soldiers of Hardrock developed the 
confidence to operate as a team and 
shoot, move, and communicate with 
lethality.  

 Once the fire teams mastered these 
tasks they then conducted a raid on 
a training site where they could ap-

ply all of their skills as a squad.  The 
squad received an order from their 
platoon leader on the location of a sus-
pected enemy or high value target in 
the vicinity of the village.  The squad 
leader then executed his Troop Lead-
ing Procedures to ensure his men were 
fully prepared for the challenges before 
them.  

 The squad mounted up and moved 
out to their objective in Bradley Fight-
ing Vehicles.  Through careful execu-
tion, these teams and squads moved 
from building to building, up stair-
wells, and down hallways. They were 
able to master the skills needed to op-
erate in an urban environment.  Squad 
members at every level were assessed 
on their ability to conduct multiple 
tactical tasks under simulated combat 
conditions.

 The men of Hardrock performed 
exceptionally well.  Their success is a 
testament to the incredible amount of 
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Stay Hydrated! 
The weather may be cooling down, but 
don’t get cocky.  With temperatures still 
reaching more than 100 degrees during 
the day, staying well hydrated remains 
crucial.  Ensure that you are drinking 
enough water throughout the day and 
not using soda, energy drinks, or other 
beverages as a substitute for water.  Re-
member that most heat related 
injuries can be prevented. 

devotion and effort that these Soldiers 
invest in every event. The families of 
Hardrock’s Soldiers have every rea-
son to be proud, as they consistently 
demonstrate their tenacity and dedica-
tion to the profession of arms.  These 
Soldiers are personified in a statement 
made by George Orwell, “People sleep 
peaceably in their beds at night only 
because rough men stand ready to do 
violence on their behalf.”  In Hardrock 
we stand ready.  

HARDROCK!  CAN DO!  
SLEDGEHAMMER! 

3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division

Pg. 11 - Hammer Heat- September, 2012 



Vigilance
Honor

Lt. Col. Steven M. George
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, BSTB Commander
Command Sgt. Maj. Scott E. Guillory
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, BSTB Command Sergeant Major

&
Family Members and Friends of the 
Buffalo Battalion,

“Vigilance and Honor!”

 We have successfully completed the 
second month of our tour here in Ku-
wait.  We have been extremely busy with 
training and preparing to interact with 
our Kuwait partners.   Buffalo Soldiers 
are executing a vigorous battle rhythm 
and fully settled into what is now our 
home away from home.
  
 During the past 30 days we have con-
ducted promotions and recognitions of 
our great Soldiers, executed some amaz-
ing training, and traveled to our neigh-
boring camps for a change of scenery 
and to relax.  During the month of Au-

gust we promoted 30 Soldiers including 
Chaplain Cottle who is now officially a 
captain.  We look forward to promoting 
many more Soldiers in the future.  We 
also took some time to travel to a neigh-
boring camp managed by the Air Force 
to take advantage of amenities yet to be 
established at Camp Buehring including 
a swimming pool and Middle Eastern 
eatery. 

 We continue to conduct a variety of 
training events that allow us to hone our 
skills and enable us to gain new experi-
ences.   I could write a book on the vari-
ous training events we have conducted 
so far but due to my limited space I can 
only address a few.  We have conducted 
buddy team live fire exercises, urban op-
erations training, demolition ranges, and 
have begun preparations for our stabi-
lized and unstabilized gunneries. 

 The buddy team live fire exercises 
were an exciting series of events.  Sol-
diers got the opportunity to shoot, move 
and communicate alongside fellow Sol-
diers while engaging targets down range.  

The urban operations training came with 
a twist.  After learning the techniques, 
tactics, and procedures for conduct-
ing urban operations, Soldiers put their 
knowledge into action using simulated 
munitions.  The munitions allowed the 
Soldiers to conduct operations against 
a fictitious enemy played by other Sol-
diers.  During the engagement Soldiers 
engaged each other with life like muni-
tions similar to paintball.  This was as 
close to real combat as you can get with-
out firing real bullets. The Engineers 
conducted the first demolition range of 
the deployment that went off with a huge 
bang.  They also fired multiple Mine 
Clearing Line Charges in preparations 
for future training events. 

 We will continue to train over the 
next month, but our focus will shift to 
partnering with our Kuwaiti hosts.  We 
will conduct training events and semi-
nars with Soldiers from the Kuwaiti 
Army.  We may also see Soldiers trave-
ling to other countries in the region to 
conduct training and seminars specific 
to our unique capabilities in the BSTB.   

We are all excited about the opportunity 
to travel and see other parts of this re-
gion and experience the varying cultures 
and military lifestyles.

 I am extremely proud of all of the 
wonderful events that the Family Sup-
port Groups continue to plan and ex-
ecute.  It eases my worries to know that 
you all are gathering for sporting events, 
bake sales, and group outings.  You are 
doing a great job supporting one anoth-
er and our Soldiers forward and at Fort 
Benning.  

 The morale on Camp Buehring 
amongst the Buffalo Battalion Soldiers is 
extremely high.  I accredit that to the un-
conditional support from family mem-
bers and friends back home and the suc-
cessful training of the Buffalo Soldiers 
forward and at Fort Benning.  I encour-
age all of you to continue to provide your 
support to our Soldiers and their fami-
lies. 

Vigilance and Honor!
Buffalo 6, 7
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A Compass in the Information Age

Sgt. Robert Nabors, Pfc. Kareem Ahmed and Spc. Jam’e Hunt, all of 203rd Brigade 
Support Battalion, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, study a 
map prior to finding targets during a mounted land navigation training exercise Aug. 
17, at Camp Buehring, Kuwait. Mounted land navigation is an essential skill for soldiers 
to maneuver on the battlefield. (Photo by Capt. Garrick Guico)

Story by
Sgt. Christopher Johnston
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID
Public Affairs NCOIC
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 Soldiers of the 203rd Brigade Sup-
port Battalion, 3rd Armored Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, 
conducted a mounted land naviga-
tion training exercise Aug. 17, at Camp 
Buehring, Kuwait.

 Terrain navigation has been a de-
ciding factor of battles since the organ-
ization of armies. Knowing the terrain 
and the ability to move one’s forces has 
won more wars than sheer numbers 
and weapons. 

 During the Revolu-
tionary War, the U.S. forc-
es were severely outnum-
bered and outgunned but 
fought on familiar terrain.

 The first Marne sol-
diers of World War I, 
from which the 3rd ID 
soldiers draw their name-
sake, moved their forces 
using maps and compass-
es; the technology of their 
time. They participated in 
the Meuse-Argonne Of-
fensive, part of the final 
Allied offensive which in-
cluded American Expedi-
tionary Forces and French 
forces. They were able to 
coordinate movements 
across the entire western 
front of the war, using 
nothing more than these analog tools.

 The Blue Force Tracker and the 

Defense Advanced GPS Receiver are 
the technologies of today’s Sledgeham-
mer soldiers.
 

 “The BFT is a great tool,” said Pfc. 
Justin D. Green, a radio and commu-
nications security repairer and Planta-
tion, Fla., native assigned to the 203rd 

Pfc. Ryan J. Nelson, a health care specialist assigned to the 203rd Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, re-
views his map of the training area during a mounted land navigation training exercise Aug. 17, at Camp Buehring, Kuwait. (Photo by Sgt. Christopher John-
ston)
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BSB. “It tells you where you are, and 
also tells you where your enemies and 
friends are, and the routes to get where 
you are going.”

 The BFT communicates with every 
other vehicle equipped with a BFT to 
determine where friendly forces are 
on the battlefield. Satellites gather in-
formation about the terrain that can 
be programmed into a BFT as a map 
overlay. Soldiers get eyes-on intelli-
gence of the location, movement and 
size of enemy forces. All this informa-
tion is constantly transmitted, moni-
tored and relayed to individual ele-
ments, essentially creating a shared 
perception of the battlefield.

 “This is great training for these 
soldiers,” said Sgt. 1st Class Anthony 
R. Gordon, a motor transport opera-
tor, Bullard, Texas, native and non-
commissioned officer in charge of the 
training. “They are learning level-one 
map reading that goes hand-in-hand 

with the BFT and DAGR, combined 
with being mounted in their vehicles.”

 “None of the soldiers in my truck 
have deployed before,” said Staff Sgt. 
David J. Branshaw, a health care spe-

cialist and Phoenix native assigned to 
the 203rd BSB. “As medics, we work 
a little more independently. In a real 
world mission with only grid coordi-
nates, I need them to be able to locate 
their mission and return safely.”

 Although today’s Army has high-
tech instruments to assist them on the 
battlefield, such as BFTs and DAGRs, 
soldiers cannot be completely reliant 
upon them. A dependency on tech-
nology would leave the Army ineffec-

Soldiers from 203rd Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, conducting a mounted land navigation training exercise Aug. 17, at Camp Buehring, Kuwait. (Photo 
by Sgt. Christopher Johnston)
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Sledgehammer Comic: Dessert...tive in the absence of it, which is un-
acceptable according to many leaders 
throughout the military.
 
 “Map reading is a basic skill that if 
not practiced will erode,” 
said Branshaw. “When everything else 
technologically fails, simple map ori-
entation could be the difference be-
tween life and death. It is a skill we as 
NCOs have a duty and responsibility 
to keep current in our soldiers.”
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Support
Defend

Lt. Col. Monica L. Burnhauser
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 203rd BSB Commander
Command Sgt. Maj. Kent A. Galvin
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 203rd BSB Command Sergeant Major

Eagle Families and Friends,

Greetings from Kuwait!  

 We are happy to announce 
that we are another month 
down through this nine month 
deployment. Our Soldiers have 
been able to settle down a lit-
tle more this month and were 
able to establish a much more 
consistent battle rhythm.  This 
past month, the Eagle Battalion 
conducted training to include 
physical fitness, hot/cold load 
training, service and recovery 

operations, crew-served weap-
ons marksmanship, mounted 
land navigation, and tactical 
convoy operations.  We are tak-
ing advantage of the abundant 
resources that Kuwait has to 
offer to educate and train our 
leaders and Soldiers.  Our sys-
tems are in place, we are settled 
into our mission, and we are 
dedicated to making you proud 
with our disciplined and precise 
performance.

 Due to temporary contract 
negotiations, Alpha Company 
has assumed the role to trans-
port all of Camp Buehring’s fuel 
supply from Arifjan.  By the 
end of August, Alpha Company 
will have completed more than 
twelve fuel missions, delivering 

more than 200,000 gallons of 
fuel and driven more than 2,000 
miles.       

 Congratulations to all the 
Eagle Soldiers on their well-
deserved promotions for the 
month of August: 

Sgt. Harris
Staff Sgt. Cook (HHC) 
Sgt. Rivera (A Co) 
Staff Sgt. Acquah (B Co) 
Sgt Hines
Capt. Lee(Rear Detachment).    

 The Eagle Battalion wishes 
all the best to 1Lt. James Berry 
and his wife Lauren on the birth 
of their daughter, Sarah Kate. 
She was born Aug. 4, at Martin 
Army Community Hospital in 

& Fort Benning, Ga. Both mother 
and baby are healthy and well.
On behalf of all Eagle Soldiers, 
I thank you for your continued 
support.  You motivate us and 
keep our spirits high as we jour-
ney through this deployment 
together.  We are committed to 
keeping you informed through 
our access to the internet, phone 
calls, Skype, Facebook, or sim-
ply the old fashioned way – 
writing a letter.  

Support and Defend!

Eagle 6, 7
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Soldier’svoiceWanting to Start a 
Dodgeball League

Title: Keep it short and to the point.  Try to stay around five 
words.  

SPC Chuck Finley:

Message:  Include as much relavent information as you can 
but be brief.  Anything over 7 sentences will be trimmed 
down.  

We’ve got six guys right now from HHT 
who are ready to play and we know 3 peo-
ple from 203rd who are interested too.  It 
doesn’t have to be based on company, but 
we want to get some teams together and 
start playing.  If you want to play, have 
suggestions for forming teams, or have a 
team allready, contact us.  Let’s get this go-
ing! 

Contact: If you are wanting feedback, include some contact 
information.  We will not include this unless you ask.
Contact: Chuck.Finley@gmail.com

Facebook: facebook.com/beuhringdodgeball

Want to place an ad?

This space is for you to ask questions, post 
concerns, or to find other Soldiers to set up an 

event.  A submision does not guarentee 
placement due to space restrictions.

Rules:  
Posted content is “clean” in nature.  Content that is offensive, or contains gener-

ally harsh language will be rejected. 

Posts which are derogatory or a direct attack on an individual will be rejected. 

Posts will not advertise any for profit content, to include selling or looking to buy 
items.

Instructions:
Email the Following to pao.sledgehammer.bde@gmail.com

Email Title: 
Soldiers Voice Submission (Your Name)

Email Message:
Your Name

Title
Message

Contact Information (Optional)

Here’s what your ad will look like

3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division
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Story by
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Sean P. Thomas
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Targeting Analyst

Temper Your
Discontent: The 

Battle of the 
Marne

 It is so hot here!  I miss my family!  
The chow here is terrible!  I wish I were 
at Fort Benning, Ga.!  These are senti-
ments that I hear on a daily basis, and 
sentiments I have often expressed my-
self.  It is easy to get caught up in our 
own misery, but sometimes you have to 
take a step back and consider the rela-
tivity of your misery.  There is no doubt 
that being in Kuwait versus at your 
home in or around Fort Benning, Ga. 
is miserable, but consider, if you will, 
the misery of the Soldiers of the past.  I 
would point out those Soldiers of this 
great Division around this same time al-
most one hundred years ago that experi-
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enced misery unparalleled to our cur-
rent discontent.

 The 3rd Infantry Division has 
been given the title, “The Rock of the 
Marne,” and this title was bestowed 

because of the actions of our predeces-
sors at the second Battle of the Marne.  
The date was July 14, 1918, and the 
38th Infantry Regiment of the 3rd In-
fantry Division was set in a defensive 
position on the southern banks of the 

Marne River.  The ground 
they were holding was 
called the Surmelin Valley, 
and it was essential to Ger-
many’s planned advance 
on Paris.  The many 3rd 
Infantry Division Soldiers 
were dug in and anticipat-
ing the imminent advance 
by the Germans.  I imagine 
many of them were there 
thinking of their families 
back home or thinking 
how awful it was to be sit-
ting in that hole anticipat-
ing an attack.  

 At approximately mid-
night, the morning of 
the July 15, the Germans 
started what seemed to 

be an unrelenting barrage of artillery 
fire that would last for the better part 
of four hours.   Hunkered up in their 
holes riding out the storm, the Soldiers 
of the division knew that an all out at-

tack would follow, and it did.  At 4 
a.m., the Germans advanced with two 
divisions of elite foot soldiers that were 
supported by a third division plus ar-
tillery.  As they began to cross the riv-
er they encountered the fighting men 
of the 3rd Infantry Division and they 
paid dearly for every inch of ground 
they gained.  

 “It’s God’s truth that one company 
of American Soldiers beat and routed a 
full regiment of picked shock troops of 
the German Army...At ten o’clock...the 
Germans were carrying back wounded 
and dead [from] the river bank and we 
in our exhaustion let them do it - they 
carried back all but six hundred which 
we counted later and fifty-two machine 
guns...We had started with 251 men 
and 5 lieutenants...I had left 51 men 
and 2 second lieutenants...” Capt. Jesse 
Woolridge, 38th Inf., 3rd Division

 The losses to the division were stag-
gering, but they held their position and 
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ultimately defeated three German divi-
sions with only one regiment of infan-
try Soldiers.  If the Germans had over-
run the mighty Soldiers of 3rd ID, the 
allies would have likely lost this war, 
but the events that occurred on this 
great day in the history of our division 
turned the tide on the Germans and 
allowed allied forces to launch a coun-
ter-offensive that would result in the 
defeat of the German Armies within 
the next three months.
 
 “It was at the Marne in July, 1918 
... that a single regiment of American 
Infantrymen ... stemmed the German 
tide and rolled it back in defeat, earn-
ing thereby for itself ... the proud title, 

The Rock of the Marne.” 
Hon. C.N. McArthur, 1920

 The Soldiers in this battle experi-
enced misery beyond anything most 
of us could imagine.  Besides the con-
stant threat of enemy artillery, direct 
fire, and bayonets, these Soldiers were 
victims of inadequate equipment, ram-
pant disease, and often dwindled food 
and medical supplies.  Furthermore, 
they were away from their homes for 
extensive periods with very little con-
tact which only came in the form of 
letters that often never reached their 
intended recipient.  Despite all their 
discomfort and complete misery, they 
stood in the face of danger and stood 
down their enemy with an unconquer-

able attitude of defiance to defeat.

      Next time you are covered in 
sweat from the heat of the desert, or 
you are missing your loved ones, or 
you are not particularly happy with 
the menu at the chow hall; think of 

these men that suffered through un-
imaginable misery and still held their 
ground.  Think of the heroes from the 
38th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry 
Division that fought for freedom de-
spite the insurmountable odds against 
them.  Take pride in your sacrifices for 
the defence of our great nation, but 
temper your discontent and think of 

the sacrifices of those that preceded us.  
 
 Always remember, no matter how 
bad it may seem, it could always be 
worse.  Take heart that the sacrifices 
you make today pave the way for a 
better future for generations to come.

3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division

Pg. 21 - Hammer Heat- September, 2012 



Rock’s
Support

Lt. Col. James E. Willard
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 1-10 FA Commander
Command Sgt. Maj. Mark A. Aaron
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 1-10 FA Command Sergeant Major

To all the Families and Friends 
of the “Rock’s Support” 
Battalion,

 Another month has passed 
and our Soldiers have been in-
credibly busy preparing for 
our first live fire.  The batteries 
have settled into a weekly bat-
tle rhythm, allowing Soldiers 
some time to rest and recuper-
ate.  The Kuwaiti summer can 
be unforgiving at times, and we 
continue to avoid the heat of the 
day when training.  Since most 
of our work is done outside, this 

has made our Soldiers lives a lit-
tle easier.

 We are conducting team lev-
el training, which builds upon 
the ranges and individual train-
ing of last month.  Battery com-
manders and first sergeants 
did an exceptional job of plan-
ning, resourcing, and executing 
battery training plans.  In ad-
dition, units travelled into lo-
cal training areas surrounding 
Camp Buehring to negotiate the 
unique desert environment in 
Kuwait.  Not only have teams 
and sections become more pro-
ficient in their assigned duty 
positions, Soldiers successfully 
reinforced critical artillery skills 
necessary for upcoming train-
ing.  By the time you read this, 

we will have completed our first 
live fire exercise in Kuwait.  We 
are excited to finally fire artil-
lery as we conduct section live 
fire qualifications.  Our field 
time increases throughout the 
fall as we support our maneuver 
forces, partner with the Kuwaiti 
Field Artillery and hone our ar-
tillery skills.

 Despite the focus on collec-
tive training, the batteries man-
aged to take some time off to 
enjoy a couple off-post facilities.  
Batteries took multiple trips to 
Camp Arifjan and The Rock at 
Ali Al Salem Air Base to enjoy 
swimming and newly released 
movies.  The change of scenery 
helped Soldiers recharge. 

 In conclusion, we would 
like to thank all the family and 
friends back home.  Your con-
stant support help the days go 
by.  We appreciate all you do 
and you’re in our thoughts daily.

Thanks again, 

Lt. Col. Willard and 
Command Sgt. Maj. Aaron
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HEALTH & NUTRITION
 Many of us are in the same 
boat.....struggling to run in 
this dry climate. So if your 
2-mile run time has changed, 
and not for the better, here are 
some tips. 

 We have quite a few months 
left here in Kuwait, and a little 
while longer before the tem-
perature cools down. Don’t 
start the acclimation process 
and think that after your body 
has adjusted to the tempera-
ture that you can slow down. 
That’s not the right answer. As 
a matter of fact you may find 
yourself struggling as you did 

when you first arrived.  The 
adjusting process is one that is 
ongoing; Christopher Jensen, 
nutrition and epidemiology 
researcher, suggests that after 
you adapt you have to con-
tinue to expose yourself to the 
heat. If not, in about a week 
your body will tell you that 
you shouldn’t have taken so 
much time off. 

 When running in the heat 
it’s imperative to stay hydrated. 
I know that’s what you hear 
all the time hot or not but in 
the heat of Kuwait it is gospel. 
This is the easiest way to pre-

vent becoming a heat casu-
alty. Most people know to hy-
drate after a run but its just as 
important to hydrate before 
a run. Make sure you are hy-
drated at least 3o minutes be-
fore you run.  You must also 
remember to consume sports 
drinks so that you replace so-
dium and electrolytes lost dur-
ing the run.  

 Finally, take advantage of 
the coolest part of the day 
and choose that time to 
run. For us here in 
Kuwait, that is early in the 
morning. 
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Story by Capt. Garrick I Guicko
203rd, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Communications OIC
Public Affairs Representative 

Skype 
Delivery

 Without a doubt, the birth of a 
child is one of the biggest moments 
in a couple’s life.  It’s something that 
if you miss it, you will never be able 
to see again.  If you are in the military 
and deployed, it’s nearly impossible to 
witness the monumental moments like 
the birth of their sons and daughters 
in person.  Not only that, the mothers 
have to go through it all alone without 
their husbands. 

 This is exactly what happened to 1st 
Lt. James Berry when his wife, Lauren, 
went into labor. 1st Lt. Berry is cur-
rently deployed to Kuwait while Lau-
ren is back home in Fort Benning, Ga.  
But, thanks to a little technology, 1st 

Lt. Berry was able to be there for Lau-
ren and new daughter, Sarah Kate, on 
the unforgettable occasion. 
 
 With the use of Skype and the help 
of other family members, 1st Lt. Ber-
ry was able to watch the birth of his 
daughter in real time and Lauren had 
the support of her husband when she 
needed him most.  “I felt like I was a 
part of the delivery process using 
Skype to coach and comfort my wife.”  

(From Left to Right): Angie Sink (Mother-In-Law), 
Pam Norman (Aunt of Lauren Berry), 1st Lt. James 
Berry on Skype, Sarah Kate Berry (baby Berry).
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1-10 Roll-up
 The Rock’s Support Battalion began 
the month focusing on wheeled and 
tracked fleet maintenance.  The bat-
talion Maintenance Officer, Battalion 
executive officer, and battery/com-
pany executive officers worked tire-
lessly with higher and adjacent units 
here in Kuwait to receive the necessary 
parts.  Furthermore, our vehicle opera-
tors and mechanics did an exceptional 
job of keeping our guns operational as 
parts arrived during the month.  Af-
ter negotiating multiple friction points 
and ordering parts from all corners of 
Kuwait and the United States, 1-10 FA 
was prepared to begin training. 

 During the remainder of the 
month, the battalion focused on ar-
tillery and Soldier skill proficiencies.  
Each battery/company used the les-
sons learned from NTC Rotation 12-
05 as the foundation for their training 
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plans.  Initially, training emphasized 
individual skills focusing on land 
navigation, maintenance procedures, 
weapons qualification, and heat in-
jury prevention.  As individual skills 
testing culminated, batteries shifted 
their priority to Artillery Skills Profi-
ciency Testing and section level train-
ing.  commanders capitalized on the 
open terrain available in the Camp 
Buehring training areas and trained on 
traditional artillery movement forma-
tions.  This unique training opportu-
nity proved invaluable due to mobility 
constraints in Fort Benning’s training 
areas.  Due to previous deployments 
focusing on counterinsurgency and 
security force operations, this was the 
first time many Soldiers had the op-
portunity to fully train on the Paladin’s 
tactical employment.  

 Task Force 1-10 FA task organiza-
tion also offered unique training op-
portunities.  The addition of the COLT 
observer teams to HHB’s footprint 

gave the battalion an organic fire sup-
port asset.  The COLTs integrated 
quickly and led the way by executing a 
joint training exercise with 3-159th At-
tack Aviation Battalion (Apache).  In 
addition, the HIMARS battery, C/5-3 
FA, has fully integrated their training 
plan to follow the Battalion’s training 
glide path.  Throughout the month, 
Charlie Battery focused on long range 
reconnaissance missions, crew drill 
validation, tactical satellite radio pro-
cedures, and MLRS Artillery Tables 
I-V.  The Battalion Fire Direction 
center also utilized weekly Digital Sus-
tainment training to test our commu-
nications database and ensure 100% 
compatibility across the Task Force.  
Each weekly training event is designed 
to stress the communications infra-
structure from sensor to shooter.  The 
battalion fire directions officer also 
lead the Rock’s Support Safety Certifi-
cation Program.  All junior officers in 
the Task Force attended multiple pro-
fessional development classes to prop-

erly teach manual artillery safety and 
ensure that they were prepared to con-
duct degraded fire mission processing. 

 As this month concludes, the bat-
talion conducted its first live fire, Artil-
lery Table VI Qualification.  Observ-

ers from 1-15 IN also participated in 
the event by exercising their fire sup-
port teams to call for fire and validate 
their leader’s certification program.  
Although a section qualification, the 
Rock’s Support took this opportunity 
to deploy the entire battalion and ex-
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ercise multiple internal systems during 
the field problem.  Overall, the suc-
cessful training event has set the tone 
for the next thirty days in theater, and 
motivated the crews to prepare for the 
battalion’s Top Gun/ Top FDC compe-
tition in September. 

ROCK’S SUPPORT!!!

Sledgehammer Comic: Impossible password
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Buffalo Soldiers 
Charge Ahead 
With Training

 The Third Brigade Special Troops 
Battalion is settled into a new home 
and is charging full speed ahead with 
training.   We have successfully com-
pleted our second month of deploy-
ment.  Training is moving on schedule, 
partnership is developing on the pre-
dicted glide path, and morale is ex-
tremely high. 

 The Buffalos acclimated to the 
warm climate of the Middle East 
quickly and without delay in opera-
tions.  The first month of deployment 
allowed us to assume our mission, 
qualify with our individual weapons 
and move into our new homes for the 
deployment.
  
 The second month of training was 
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fierce.  We continued the training plan 
by completing crew serve weapons 
qualifications and initiating collective 
task.  

 Alpha and Bravo companies con-
tinue to provide critical real world ca-
pabilities to the 3rd Armored Brigade 
Combat Team and ARCENT while si-
multaneously conducting a rigorous 
and demanding training schedule.  The 

two compa-
nies contin-
ue sharpen 
their Sol-
dier skills in 
preparations 
for possible 
future mis-
sions during 
deployment 
through 
small arms 
ranges and 
team 
exercises. 

 Chaos Company lowered their 
horns and charged towards the train-
ing target.  They completed their first 
demolition range with impressive 
flaming explosions that wowed every-
one in attendance.  The company con-
tinued with dig training and buddy 
team live fire exercises.  They continue 
to hone their engineer skills through 
numerous training events offered on 

Camp Buehring.  The equipment pla-
toon fired six inert Mine Clearing Line 
Charges in one week which equaled 
the total numbered fired at home sta-
tion in three months. 

 HHC has yet to slow down since 
arriving at Camp Buehring.  The War-
dogs are perfecting their specialties 
through realistic 
training.  The military 
police conducted ur-
ban operations train-
ing using simulated 
munitions which 
provided the most 
realistic training pos-
sible short of actual 
combat.   The CBRN 
platoon conducted 
specialty training en-
suring they are fully 
prepared to execute 
their mission.  When 
the platoons were not 
conducting specialty 

training they executed buddy and team 
training to include live fire exercises.  

 The Battalion is in full swing in 
preparation for stabilized and unstabi-
lized gunnery.  The air is buzzing with 
healthy competition between crews.  
Soldiers are focused on a safe qualifica-
tion with their eyes on the position of 
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top gun in the Battalion. 

 The holy period of Ramadan has 
come to an end and we are looking 
forward to integrating our Kuwaiti 
partners into our battle rhythm.  We 
are gearing up to begin exchanging 
operational ways, cultures, and experi-
ences in order to build a solid partner-
ship and long term alliance with our 
Kuwaiti friends.  We had a productive 
key leader engagement at the begin-
ning of Ramadan which ended with 
the development of a calendar of pos-
sible tactical exchanges with our coun-
terparts.

 Although the battalion is in full 
stride with training, Soldiers have op-
portunities to tour and enjoy the cul-
turally rich atmosphere of Kuwait.   
We have conducted two battalion level 
trips to our neighboring camps to en-
joy amenities we do not have on Camp 
Buehring.  These amenities include a 
swimming pool and restaurants that 

offer local cuisine.  Additional 
MWR trips to Kuwaiti shop-
ping areas, museums, and other 
cultural attractions are now 
available to our Soldiers.  Many 
Buffalos have signed up to take 
advantage of these opportuni-
ties beginning at the end of Au-
gust.  

 We are fully engaged with 
training and partnership but 
will continue to incorporate 
MWR trips to allow Soldiers 
to relax.  Time seems to go 
by without delay. The multi-
ple methods of communicat-
ing back home to family and 
friends continue to allow us to 
maintain a high state of morale.  
Continue to support each other 
at home and your Buffalo Sol-
diers forward and the deploy-
ment will be over before you 
can blink an eye. 
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