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CFC giving
As of Thursday, JBER troops 
and civilian employees have 
given $41,397 to Combined 
Federal Campaign charities. 
JBER set a goal of giving 
$330,000 total before the cam-
paign ends Nov. 9.

More Spartans return
Soldiers of 4-25th ABCT continue 

to return in the hundreds from 
10-month Afghanistan deployment

Page A-3

Reunion

Fire Prevention Month
Fire Prevention Month reminds readers 
to plan, prepare and practice for the 
event of fi res in the home
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Spartan father, daughter deployed together
By Army Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Smith
4-25th ABCT Public Affairs

A unique relationship exists 
within U.S. Army Alaska. It is a 
relationship which extends beyond 
the rank and fi le. It is a relationship 
between father and daughter.

Pfc. Maeyamonique Barnes 
was surprised to have orders to 
Alaska, and when she was assigned 
as a military police offi cer with the 
425th Brigade Special Troops Bat-
talion, 4th Brigade Combat Team 
(Airborne), 25th Infantry Division, 
she joined forces with her father as 
a Spartan paratrooper.

Her dad, who will soon be 
redeploying from Afghanistan, is 
Army Staff Sgt. Albert Barnes, a 
unit supply sergeant with the 1st 
Squadron (Airborne), 40th Cavalry 
Regiment, 4-25th ABCT.

Private Barnes was initially as-
signed to the 545th Military Police 
Company at JBER, but when she 
learned there was a small platoon 
of MPs with the 4-25th ABCT, 
she requested through her chain of 
command and chain of concern to 
be reassigned so she could be in the 
same brigade as her dad and deploy 
with him to Afghanistan. 

The units worked together to 
reassign her to the 4-25th ABCT, 
and late last year the father and 
daughter team deployed together. 
But, due to the vastness of the 
brigade’s area of operations, the 
Barnes’ were at separate bases for 
the bulk of their deployment.

Private Barnes was stationed 
at a small Combat Outpost in 
the Khost Province of Afghani-
stan, while her dad was stationed 
at Bagram Air Base and Camp 
Clark.

She said it was difficult to 
speak with her dad directly, be-
cause the only phones they could 
use to contact each other were in 
the tactical operations centers. This 

lot,” she said.
She said a big challenge for 

them was always being worried 
about each other.

“He was at Bagram where it is 
so big, that sometimes when they 
are attacked, they don’t even know 
it, but my base was so small that 
every attack was a big attack,” she 
said. “I think it was more stressful 
for him than it was for me because 
I knew I was okay, but he didn’t.”

She said during a mission last 
December the truck she was in was 
hit by an improvised explosive de-
vice, and after the medical screen-
ing at Salerno Forward Operating 
Base, she told her dad about it.

“Well Dad, I got my Combat 
Action Badge today,” she told him.

“We only had some minor 
scrapes and bruises, but I told my 
dad about it and he was really 
concerned. He was asking all kinds 
of questions like: Are you okay? Is 
everybody okay? What happened? 
Did you guys catch the attacker? 
So that’s when I decided I would 
not tell him everything,” she said.

“Even though he is a noncom-

missioned offi cer in the Army and 
he has been there and done that, 
he is still my dad, so it’s not like 
it is some other Soldier getting 
hurt – it’s his daughter, so it’s not 
an Army thing anymore. It’s his 
concern with his family. It’s per-
sonal,” she said.

“I think the most stress I had 
was the thought of should I tell 
him or should I just be quiet about 
this one, because I don’t want him 
to worry more,” she said.

She said most things did not 
warrant the worry they would have 
caused had she told him about 
them, like the times her outpost 
came under attack.

“I will not tell him we got at-
tacked today. It was not that big of 
a deal. I will wait until we get back, 
then the stories will come out in 
our conversations together, but for 
now, while we are both out here, I 
don’t want him to be worried like 
that,” she said.

She said when her unit suf-
fered two losses one day in an IED 
explosion, her father was in angst 
because he knew two Soldiers in 

required extensive coordination, 
so they primarily used e-mails 
and Facebook messages to com-
municate.

Their family was stricken with 
loss in January of this year when 
Sergeant Barnes’ mother passed 
away. Both Soldiers went back 
home to Illinois to grieve with 
family.

He took emergency leave for 
the funeral, and she took an early 
rest and recuperation a couple of 
weeks later.

Dad and daughter were able 
to visit each other while she tran-
sitioned through the movement 
phases of R&R leave at Bagram 
Air Base.

She said because of her grand-
mother’s passing, seeing her family 
was “bittersweet,” and even a cou-
ple of weeks after the funeral there 
were still a lot of family members 
there to make sure her grandfather 
was okay.

While at Bagram, the Barnes’ 
spent a lot of time together and 
even did PT together. She said 
it was funny because he would 
always try to “smoke” her. When 
she got back from leave, he asked 
her how it was, and then told her 
to do pushups. He even had her do 
elevated pushups, she said. 

“It’s all in good fun,” she said.
While they were at Bagram, 

Sergeant Barnes bought his daugh-
ter new boots to patrol in, and 
they spent quality time together 
drinking smoothies and dining on 
pizza.

She said having her dad deploy 
with her made it easier because she 
did not feel all alone in a combat 
zone halfway around the world. 
She said it was good to have her 
dad there because she could com-
municate well with him and they 
could empathize with each other.

“He can listen, but also give me 
something back, it helped me out a 

her unit were killed, but didn’t 
know who they were. She said 
he had to wait until information 
fl owed through the proper channels 
fi rst, and because of the blackout, 
she was not able to contact him to 
let him know she was okay.

She said her dad was saddened 
by the loss of the Soldiers, but was 
relieved to learn it was not her.

The two had one last time 
to visit each other during her 
transition for redeployment back 
to JBER. She had a stopover at 
Salerno, and because her dad is a 
supply sergeant, he would often 
travel through Salerno to various 
bases on his way to transfer sup-
plies and equipment.

She messaged her dad to let 
him know she was there, and he 
was able to schedule his mission 
to fi t a stop in Salerno to see her. 

While resting in her stopover 
billet, she heard a knock on the 
door. She made it to the door, 
opened it up and there was her dad.

“I was so surprised, I just 
jumped on him like I was 5 years 
old again and was hugging him 
and crying because it was about 
six months since I last saw him in 
Bagram!” she said.

They had a long conversation 
that day about the whole deploy-
ment.

The visit was short due to the 
ongoing mission, and he boarded 
an outgoing fl ight later that eve-
ning. She helped him carry his 
heavy bags of equipment to the 
aircraft, and that was the last she 
saw of him since redeploying.

Sergeant Barnes is scheduled 
to return in early October.

Both troopers will stay busy af-
ter redeployment as they continue 
to train and serve together; they 
plan to attend the Basic Airborne 
Course soon. She is going in Octo-
ber and he is scheduled for a class 
in January.

Spartan Soldiers Pfc. Maeyamonique Barnes and her father, Army 
Staff Sgt. Albert Barnes, enjoy a moment together during their de-
ployment. (Courtesy photo)

By Sgt. 1st Class Jason Epperson
Task Force Spartan Public Affairs

KHOWST PROVINCE, Afghanistan — 
The Spartans of 4th Brigade Combat Team 
(Airborne), 25th Infantry Division, based at 
JBER, offi cially relinquished responsibility 
and operations of Forward Operating Base 
Salerno, and the Khowst and Paktya provinc-
es, to the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 101st 
Airborne Division (Air-Assault), Task Force 
Rakkasan, based at Fort Campbell, Ky., in a 
transfer of authority ceremony Oct. 6.

Several high-ranking U.S. offi cials and 
Afghan dignitaries attended the ceremony, 
which was marked by the traditional casing 
and uncasing of the unit colors by Soldiers 
of the Spartan and Rakkasan brigades. 

The TOA marks the offi cial end of the 
Spartans’ mission in Afghanistan. It is also 
the end of the brigade’s second deployment 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Army Maj. Gen. William Mayville, 
Regional Command East and Combined 
Joint Task Force-1 commanding general, 
praised the effort and commitment the Spar-
tan Brigade’s displayed during its tour in 
Afghanistan.

“This incredible team has been asked to 
some extraordinary tasks,” Mayville said. 
“Everything I’ve ever asked of this brigade 
and leadership, they’ve delivered. I couldn’t 
be more proud.”

Mayville recognized the sacrifi ces the 
Spartans had made during the deployment.

“It did not come without sacrifi ce and 
we mourn their losses for those we had to 
send home.”

Mayville welcomed the Rakkasans, 
whom he said were no strangers to Af-
ghanistan.

Army Col. Morris Goins, Task Force 
Spartan commander, cited the accomplish-
ments of the Afghan counterparts – accom-

plishments that did not come easily.
“The Afghans lost several offi cers and 

several Soldiers along the way and we, Task 
Force Spartan, lost several paratroopers 
as well,” Goins said. “To the families and 
friends of our fallen, I will leave you with 
these words: It is not why they died or how 
they died. It’s all about what they stood for 
and how they lived. When you think of them 
often, think of them with a smile because 
that’s what they deserve and that’s they 
would have wanted.”

Goins then thanked the Afghan coun-
terparts, contractors and family members.

“Ten months ago, I stood in this spot and 
told everyone that the Spartans would do 
what we did in the battle of Thermopylae; 
we would make a difference. From Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. [Terry] Gardner and I, to 
the Spartans and paratroopers of Task Force 
4-25: you have proven that you know your 
profession. Thank you.”

Spartans formally end Afghanistan mission

Army Col. Morris Goins, commander of the 4th Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 
25th Infantry Division, and Command Sgt. Maj. Terry Gardner, the Spartan Brigade’s 
senior enlisted Soldier, case the colors at Forward Operating Base Salerno, Oct. 6.   

(U.S. Army photo/Sgt. Kimberly Trumbull)   

Panetta details 
new realities, 
command change 
in Afghanistan
By Cheryl Pellerin
American Forces Press Service

BRUSSELS — Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta Wednesday detailed new realities 
of the coming year in Afghanistan and an-
nounced leadership changes for NATO and 
the International Security Assistance Force.

In remarks at a conference of NATO 
defense ministers here, the secretary de-
scribed the coalition’s signifi cant progress 
and remaining challenges and asserted that 
those who have given their lives in the fi ght 
did so for a noble purpose.

“Eleven years ago this week, on Oct. 
7, 2001, our forces began a long fight 
against al-Qaida,” Panetta said. “They also 
embarked on a mission to help the people 
of Afghanistan defend their country and 
determine their destiny.

“Every nation represented at this table 
has sacrifi ced for that cause over the past 
decade,” he continued. “We in the United 
States have lost 2,000 of our precious sons 
and daughters, nations of this coalition have 
lost hundreds, and the Afghans have lost 
thousands.”

Fighting together, the secretary said, 
ISAF and Afghan forces have delivered seri-
ous blows to the enemy and brought about a 
turning point in the campaign and for those 
who will lead it. He announced President 
Barack Obama will nominate Marine Corps 
Gen. John Allen, who has commanded ISAF 
since July 2011, to succeed Navy Adm. 
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Command Emphasis
The duty and responsibility of voting

Photo courtesy Sgt. 1st Class Vaughn Larson

By Army Maj. Gen. Michael Garrett 
USARAK Commanding General

Voting is a privilege we as citizens enjoy 
and defend as Soldiers in the United States 
Army. Therefore, it is our duty and respon-
sibility to exercise this privilege and ensure 
all Army personnel are also equipped to 
exercise this privilege.

As the 2012 presidential election draws 
near on Nov. 6, participation and vigilance 
are increasingly more important to ensure we 
have a successful voting assistance program.  
Commanders at every level must ensure the 
proper resources are allocated in order to cre-
ate a strong foundation for voting assistance 
programs across U.S. Army Alaska. 

Capable and quality unit voting assis-
tance offi cers are integral for the success of 
unit voting assistance programs. Command-
ers must appoint a UVAO for 25 or more 
permanently assigned personnel in the unit 
and an additional UVAO for each additional 
50 personnel above the 25 member base.

UVAOs are the subject matter experts 

on the Federal Voting Assistance Program 
and the commander’s representative to all 
personnel. Commanders should utilize their 
UVAOs as an asset to reach eligible voters 
in their organization and ensure they have 
the resources necessary to vote. 

The majority of our Soldiers use the 
absentee ballot to vote. Therefore, it is 
necessary for each Soldier to account for 
postal transit time from their duty station 
to their local election offi ce. The Federal 
Write-in Absentee Ballot is available online 
at https://www.fvap.gov. The completed 
FWAB must be received by the local elec-
tion offi ce before the deadline established by 
their state. Unit Voting Assistance Offi cers 
have access to mail-in deadlines for all states 
and territories. Ensure your Soldiers know 
who their UVAOs are and allow suffi cient 
time for these offi cers to execute their duties. 

Thank you for all your support and dedi-
cation to the USARAK Voting Assistance 
Program. Please direct any voting questions 
or inquires to the USARAK Voting Assis-
tance Offi ce in USARAK G-l at 384-1042.

Sgt. Austin Patocka, from Enid, Okla., assigned to 545th Military Police Company, 793rd Military Police Battalion, holds a practice hand grenade Sept. 20. Soldiers of 545th 
MP ran through stations at Kraft Hand Grenade Range on JBER. The Soldiers were refreshing their skills with employing practice hand grenades in various scenarios at 
multiple simulated targets before throwing live grenades. (U.S. Air Force photos/Justin Connaher)

ABOVE: Pfc. Marcus 
Figueroa, 545th Mili-
tary Police Compa-
ny, of Killeen, Texas, 
prepares to pull the 
pin on a practice 
hand grenade Sept. 
20.
LEFT: Pvt .  John 
Long, 545th Military 
Police Company, of 
Pawleys Island, S.C., 
throws a practice 
hand grenade Sept. 
20.

prepares to pull the 
pin on a practice 
hand grenade Sept. 
pin on a practice 
hand grenade Sept. 

MORE
PHOTOS
To see more photos 
of the 545th Military 
Police Company at the 
grenade range, scan 
this QR code or visit 
http://tiny.cc/smyxlw
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LIKE

FOR SPARTAN SOLDIERS

More than 400 Soldiers from the 4th Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry Division, returned Oct. 4 after a 10-month deployment to Afghanistan. The Soldiers 
were honored in a homecoming ceremony hosted at Buckner Physical Fitness Center, where they were reunited with their families. (U.S. Air Force photo/Percy G. Jones)

James Stavridis as commander of U.S. Eu-
ropean Command and to serve as NATO’s 
supreme allied commander for Europe.

“General Allen is well known to all of 
you, and if confi rmed, his experience as 
[ISAF commander] will be instrumental 
in his broader role and in leading NATO’s 
oversight of the mission in Afghanistan,” 
Panetta said.

Obama also will nominate Gen. Joseph 
Dunford Jr., now assistant commandant 
of the Marine Corps, to succeed Allen in 
Afghanistan.

“[Dunford] is an exceptionally gifted 
strategic leader,” the secretary said. “He is 
combat-tested. He believes in ISAF, and if 
confi rmed, will be an extraordinary leader 
of it.” Stavridis will stay on at NATO until 
spring, Panetta said, thanking the admiral 
for his service.

At a speaking engagement in Washington 
today, Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Allen 
and Dunford are “very talented, capable, 
courageous, thinking offi cers.”

In addition to the campaign’s evolu-
tion, success in Afghanistan going forward 
depends on the coalition partnership with 
Afghan forces and the response to insider 
attacks, Panetta said in Brussels.

“A key challenge ISAF faces over the 
next two years is to plan and resource for the 
mid-2013 milestone and for the end of transi-
tion in December 2014. We must meet that 
challenge together,” he said, and described 
new realities for the coming year as ISAF 
ends its combat mission and assumes an 
advise-and-assist role in preparing Afghan 
forces to take full security responsibility for 
their country.

These include:
• The operation of fewer bases;
• A net fl ow of equipment out of Af-

ghanistan;
• U.S. enabler support for ISAF partners 

that will continue, but will change its scope 
as coalition members jointly reduce forces; 

• The continued stepping back of ISAF 
forces as Afghan forces assume full security 
responsibility.

“While we have yet to determine the 
necessary size and composition of the force 
that will remain in Afghanistan after 2014, 
NATO’s presence should be steadfast and 
effective,” Panetta said.

The alliance must follow through on the 
commitments its political leaders made at 
NATO’s Chicago summit in July, he added, 
including implementation of the framework 
for transition in Afghanistan They made at 
NATO’s November 2010 summit in Lisbon, 
Portugal. At the Lisbon summit, NATO 
agreed to hand over security responsibili-
ties to Afghan national security forces by 
the end of 2014.

On the coalition partnership with Afghan 
forces, Panetta said commanders on the 
ground believe the security force assistance 
team model is a game-changing approach to 
fi elding an effective fi ghting force.

“We’ve invested a great deal in helping 
develop Afghan security forces,” the secre-
tary said. “Now, we must do everything we 
can to help them successfully transition and 
take the lead for security throughout all of 
Afghanistan as planned next year.”

Panetta urged each nation to help in 
eliminating the shortfall of 58 security force 
assistance teams by a force-generation con-
ference scheduled next month. He said the 
United States has fi lled a disproportionate 
number of such teams and needs help to 
close the gap.

On insider attacks, Panetta said the ene-
my intends to use them to undermine mutual 
trust and cohesion and drive a wedge be-
tween the coalition and its Afghan partners.

“We can only deny the enemy its objec-
tive by countering these attacks with all of 
our strength, and fortifying our resolve with 
the signs of our progress,” the secretary told 
his NATO counterparts.

In a briefi ng to the ministers, Panetta 
said, Allen laid out the strategy for working 
with Afghan partners to diminish and defeat 
the threat, including:

•  Enhanced training before deployment 
and in the fi eld that emphasizes cultural 
awareness, counterintelligence techniques, 
vigilance and real-time information sharing;

• Adaptive levels of partnering based on 
continuous review of threat information;

• Expanded vetting and counterintel-
ligence operations by coalition forces and 
Afghan partners;

• Constant emphasis on effective use of 
“guardian angels” and other protective mea-
sures to deter attackers and ensure a quick 
response when an attack begins;

• Ongoing efforts to analyze attack 
patterns and develop stronger prevention 
methods.

Panetta said he believes these efforts, 
along with the full partnership of Afghan 
Defense Minister Bismillah Khan Moham-
madi and Interior Minister Mujtaba Patang, 
will counter the threat.

The problem of insider attacks is not 
what tests the alliance, Panetta said. “What 
tests us is how we respond to them,” he told 
his fellow ministers. “Still deeper partner-
ships, still deeper integration – those are 
the responses that will frustrate the enemy’s 
designs to capitalize on this problem.”

Panetta urged unity among the defense 
ministers in their thinking about the mission 
in Afghanistan.

“We, the defense leaders of this historic 
alliance, preserve a legacy of mutual deter-
mination and sacrifi ce in the face of danger 
and diffi culty,” he said. “By uniting our pow-
ers to fi nish the long fi ght in Afghanistan, 
we will honor that legacy and pass it intact 
to future generations in the North Atlantic 
area and beyond.”

ABOVE: Army Maj. 
Gen. Michael Garrett, 
commanding general 
of U.S. Army Alaska, 
salutes a portion of the 
500 Soldiers from the 
4th Brigade Combat 
Team (Airborne), 25th 
Infantry Division, who 
returned to JBER-Rich-
ardson, Saturday, after 
a 10-month deploy-
ment to Afghanistan. 
(U.S. Air Force photo/
Justin Connaher)
RIGHT: A single rose 
hangs from the hand 
of a Spartan Soldier 
during a redeployment 
ceremony at Buckner 
Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Saturday. (U.S. Air 
Force photo/Percy G. 
Jones)
FAR RIGHT: Army 1st 
Lt. Michael Blanchard, 
1st Battal ion (Air-
borne), 501st Infantry 
Regiment, clutches a 
welcome-home sign, 
made for him, during 
a Spartan redeploy-
ment ceremony. (U.S. 
Air Force photo/Justin 
Connaher)

THERE’S
NO PLACE

HOME
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HOME
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HOME
FOR SPARTAN SOLDIERS
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Briefs and Announcements
Dining facility restriction

In accordance with 673d Air 
Base Wing policy, use of the 
Iditarod Dining Facility will be 
restricted until Oct. 23.

Authorized patrons include 
enlisted members, commanders, 
meal card holders and personnel 
on official temporary duty orders. 
All others are not authorized to use 
the Iditarod Dining Facility during 
these dates due to Red Flag.

Brain injury classes
Beginning Oct. 30, the JBER 

Hospital Traumatic Brain Injury 
Clinic will host education and peer-
coping strategies class for spouses 
and partners of service members 
affected by TBI. 

The class will be hosted Tues-
days from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m.

For more information, call 
580-0014.

Do not trespass
Trespassing on JBER-Elmen-

dorf combat-arms firing ranges is 
both dangerous and illegal.

Units fire on ranges at random 
times in accordance with their 
training schedules.

The outdoor range is located 
approximately one mile north of 
Six-Mile Lake and the indoor range 
is at Building 4309 Kenney Ave.

For more information or to 
inquire about access to these areas, 
call Combat Arms at 552-1846.

Federal Impact Aid
When parents return the pink 

Federal Impact Aid card, they can 
do their part to garner millions of 
dollars in federal school dollars for 
local schools.

Federal Impact Aid is available 
to help school districts handle the 
cost of educating children from 
military families.

The cards will be given to 
parents Oct. 24 – the first day of 
parent/teacher conferences.

For parents not attending the 
conferences, they will receive 
the survey cards along with an 
explanation letter Oct. 29. Parents 
should ensure the cards are signed 
and returned to the front office of 

mand environment survey.
The survey takes about five min-

utes to complete and is for USARAK 
Soldiers, Department of the Army 
civilians and family members.

The survey ends Oct. 21 and 
can be taken at http://www.usarak.
army.mil/main/survey-ca.cfm. 

For more information, call 
384-3933.

Rental Partnership
The Rental Partnership Pro-

gram at JBER is available to all 
eligible active-duty members and 
consists of two options. 

The first option, RPP Plus, 
includes utilities and sometimes 
cable costs providing an easier 
budget with a set rental payment 
year round.  

The other option, RPP 5 Per-
cent below market, saves the 
member five percent off the rental 
fee that other tenants pay however 
utilities are paid for by the tenant.  

Both options are made avail-
able with no deposits or fees to the 
member with the exclusion of pet 
fees as applicable.   

This program is designed to 
provide active-duty military per-
sonnel, enlisted and officers, ac-
companied and unaccompanied 
with affordable off-base housing. 

An allotment must be executed 
under either option of the RPP for 
the rental payments which is made 
directly to the landlord resulting in 
a more trouble free transactions.  

JBER-Elmendorf can see RPP 
officials at the Capital Asset Man-
agement Office, Building 6346, 
Arctic Warrior Drive, or call at 
552-4328 or 552-4374 for further 
information and assistance regard-
ing this program.

At JBER-Richardson, visit 
the Housing Management Office, 
Building 600, Richardson Drive, 
or call at 384-3088 or 384-7632.

Troops to Teachers
Troops to Teachers is a Depart-

ment of Defense program, which-
helps eligible military personnel 
begin a new career as teachers 
in public schools where their 
skills, knowledge and experience  

are needed.
An information briefing will 

be hosted at the JBER Richardson 
Education Center Oct. 16 at 11:30 
p.m.

Public Health closures
Public Health closes the first 

Thursday of the month from 1 to 
4:30 p.m. and the third Thursday of 
the month from noon to 4:30 p.m. 
every month. For more informa-
tion, call 580-4014.

Home buyer’s seminar
The 673d Civil Engineer 

Squadron Capital Asset Manage-
ment Office offers a first-time 
home buyer’s seminar two times 
each month through the Volunteer 
Realtor Program.  

The seminar covers home loan 
prequalification, negotiations, 
offer acceptance, inspection, title 
search, available types of loans, 
and the closure process as well as 
many other aspects of interest to a 
prospective home owner.  

If interested in becoming a 
home owner and wish to attend, 
please call 552-4439 to be included 
on the sign-up sheet.

Spartan history book
The 4th Brigade Combat Team 

(Airborne), 25th Infantry Division 
Brigade History Book, chronicling 
the Spartans’ 2011 to 2012 deploy-
ment to Afghanistan, is available.

For more information, email 
charles.spears@afghan.swa.army.
mil.

Mortgage relief
Policies are in effect to pro-

vide significant housing relief to 
thousands of service members and 
veterans who have faced wrongful 
foreclosure or been denied a lower 
interest rate on their mortgages.

Service members and their 
dependents who believe that their 
Service Member Civil Relief Act 
rights have been violated should 
contact their servicing legal assis-
tance office – 552-3046 at JBER- 
Elmendorf office, and 384-0371 
for the JBER-Richardson office.

Additionally, information and 

referral services regarding the 
mortgage relief plan can be ob-
tained at the JBER Military and 
Family Readiness Center, 552-
4943.

U-Fix-It Store
The U-Fix-it Store is located 

in Building 706 and is open to all 
Aurora Military Housing tenants.

Assorted items for maintaining 
your home may be issued from the 
U-Fix-It Store.  

The items available are subject 
to change and limits and some may 
have a cost. There are also Ameri-
can flag kits, and fire extinguishers 
available. U-Fix-It work includes 
all home maintenance activities. 

Its purpose is to allow the occu-
pant to make minor improvements 
and repairs to their home and cut 
down on the amount of service 
orders at maintenance. 

This allows tenants to do work 
in their homes themselves, thus 
improving the appearance of the 
interior as well as the exterior of 
the home. There are two stores 
located on base. 

The JBER-Elmendorf location 
is 6350 Arctic Warrior Drive and 
it is open 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday and Satur-
day, 9 a.m.  to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. 
(closed for lunch noon to 1 p.m.).

The JBER-Richardson location 
is Building 706 1st St., open from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday 
to Friday.

A window blind cleaning ma-
chine is currently located at the 
JBER-Elmendorf location.

A “reservation required to use” 
policy is in place with the priority 
going to military members PCS-
ing. For more information, call 
375-5540.

Giant Voice testing
Giant Voice mass notifica-

tion system testing occurs every 
Wednesday at noon. If the an-
nouncement is difficult to hear or 
understand, please call 552-3000.

If the announcement is difficult 
to hear or understand in any base 
housing area, please contact JBER 
at Facebook.com/JBERAK.

the student’s school.
At this time, the Matanuska-

Susitna Valley School District is not 
surveying for Federal Impact Aid.

Lunch with a Lawyer
Judge Advocate General law-

yers will meet with troops every 
Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the Iditarod Dining Facility to 
answer general legal questions.

Koats for Kids
Army Community Service 

and the Military Family Support 
Center is hosting Koats for Kids, 
a program asking units, families 
and individuals to bring in gently 
used winter clothing such as coats, 
snow pants, snowsuits, boots, hats, 
gloves and mittens to help military 
families during a busy PCS season 
before the winter.

For more information on where 
to turn in equipment or how to set 
up a unit program, call 384-1517 
or 552-4943.

Voting assistance
To register, request a ballot, 

and vote absentee, visit www.fvap.
gov to complete the Federal Post 
Card Application. The process 
requires less than 10 minutes to 
complete using the online registra-
tion and absentee ballot assistant.

Road closures
Gulkana Avenue is closed 

west of Sixth Street for housing 
construction, opening again time 
to be determined.

Dyea Avenue is closed from 
Fifth to Sixth streets until Decem-
ber for housing construction.

Juneau Avenue is closed near 
Fifth Street until March 15, 2013, 
for housing construction.

Alpine Avenue and Birch Hill 
Drive near Alpine Avenue will be 
closed until February for housing 
construction.

Seventh Avenue is closed be-
tween Beluga and Dyea avenues 
until April 15, 2013.

USARAK survey
The U.S. Army Alaska Inspec-

tor General is sponsoring a com-
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