
 
 

 

 
 

NEWS 
Running toward gunfire: Marines, British forces repel insurgents attacking 
Camp Bastion 
Story by Sgt. John Jackson 

 

CAMP BASTION, Afghanistan – Sergeant Rasheem Thomas never thought 

his first night working on Camp Bastion would turn into a gun battle with 15 

insurgents. When Thomas was told he was transferring from 1st Platoon to 

2nd Platoon, the landing support specialist with Combat Logistics Battalion 2, 

Combat Logistics Regiment 15, thought nothing of it. Instead of working on 

Camp Leatherneck, Thomas would be working at the rotary wing Arrival 

Departure Airfield Control Group on Camp Bastion, an adjoining base ran by 

British Armed Forces. He would be responsible for getting coalition forces and 

cargo on helicopters departing Camp Bastion’s airfield heading for remote forward operating bases throughout 

Regional Command Southwest’s area of operations. Thomas’ first night on Camp Bastion was Friday, Sept. 14. He 

and a fellow sergeant were driving through a checkpoint close to the airfield when they heard an explosion.        

(Read the STORY) 

 

Always remembered, never forgotten: Marines honor fallen brothers 
Story and photos by Cpl. Mark Garcia 
 

CAMP BASTION, Afghanistan – Hundreds of Marines gathered to honor the lives 
of two fallen comrades killed during the attack on Camp Bastion, Sept. 14. During 
the two separate memorial ceremonies, which were held Sept. 19 and 20, 
Marines paid tribute to Lt. Col. Christopher Raible and Sgt. Bradley Atwell. Both 
were killed in action while engaging the enemy. Raible was the commanding 
officer of Marine Attack Squadron 211, from Huntingdon, Pa., and Atwell was an 
aircraft electrical, instrument and flight control systems technician with Marine 
Aviation Logistics Squadron 16, from Kokomo, Ind. Before each of the 
ceremonies had begun, Marines constructed a traditional battlefield cross 
providing them the opportunity to pay their final respects. The memorial consisted 
of a helmet with identification tags to signify the Marines will never be forgotten, a rifle with bayonet inverted signifying 
a time of prayer and a break in action to pay tribute, and a pair of boots signifying this was the Marines last march. 
(Read the STORY) 
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Air superiority – Harriers continue operations over Helmand 
Story and photos by Cpl. Timothy Lenzo 
 

CAMP BASTION, Afghanistan – Two AV-8B Harrier II Plus aircraft appear to 
dot the gray sky, as ground crewmembers prepare for their arrival. The aircraft 
are more than 46 feet long and have a wingspan of 30 feet 4 inches. They roar 
through the Afghanistan sky, a symbol of our air superiority. After a recent 
insurgent attack at Camp Bastion, Afghanistan, Marine Attack Squadron 211 
endured not only the loss of some of their squadron’s aircraft, but also the 
tragic loss of their commanding officer, Lt. Col. Christopher Raible. Despite this 
tragedy, the squadron is pushing forward to complete their deployment in 
Helmand province. The Harrier squadron remains fully operational and 
continues to provide support to ground troops throughout Regional Command 

Southwest’s area of operations. “We are used for close-air support for the infantry battalions,” said Capt. Matthew 
Pasquali, a pilot with Marine Attack Squadron 211, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing (Forward). “We are providing patrol 
overwatch, scanning for known improvised explosive device implementing spots and looking ahead of patrols for 
typical ambush positions.” (Read the STORY) 
 
 
 
 

Afghanistan’s senior enlisted American visits Marines in Helmand 
Story and photos by Cpl. Ed Galo 
 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan – The wind blows gently over the twin 
flags – one American, one Afghan. In their shadow below, Marines with 
Regimental Combat Team 6 stand in formation, anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of the senior enlisted American in Afghanistan, Sept 26. Command 
Sergeant Major Thomas Capel walks up to the Marines and calls them out 
of the formation. He asks them to come closer so that he can speak with 
them. “First, let me just say that it is my honor and pleasure to be standing 
here in front of you and talking to you today,” said Capel, command senior 
enlisted for the International Security Assistance Force-Afghanistan. Capel 
continued talking to the Marines, thanking them for the sacrifices they have 
made during their deployment. “How many of you have missed an anniversary or a child’s birthday?” he asked. A few 
Marines raised their hands. (Read the STORY) 
 
 
 

Sailors receive anchors in Afghanistan 
Story and photos by Cpl. Anthony Ward Jr. 
 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan — “Ask the chief” is a saying that many 
sailors and Marines have heard in their career. The rank of chief petty officer is 
held in high regards in the United States Navy, and Sept.14, chief selectees 
throughout the Navy accepted their anchors and joined the storied rank of 
chief. Six chief selectees stood rigidly at attention, eyes trained forward as they 
waited to have their anchors placed on their collars in front of their peers, 
higher officers, senior enlisted and spectators at the Camp Leatherneck 
Chapel. “The chief makes the Navy move,” said Command Master Chief Petty 
Officer Michael Smith, Regional Command Southwest command master chief. 
“The rank of chief petty officer has been around for the last 119 years since 

1893. “A chief is charged with the unique job of mentoring not only those junior enlisted sailors but also the junior 
officers,” said Smith. “Ensuring they’re taught the traditions and customs of the Navy, as well as advised on matters 
pertaining to their job field.” (Read the STORY) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dvidshub.net/news/95304/air-superiority-harriers-continue-operations-over-helmand
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/95304/air-superiority-harriers-continue-operations-over-helmand
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/95362/afghanistans-senior-enlisted-american-visits-marines-helmand
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/95362/afghanistans-senior-enlisted-american-visits-marines-helmand
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/94822/sailors-receive-anchors-afghanistan
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/94822/sailors-receive-anchors-afghanistan
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/95304/air-superiority-harriers-continue-operations-over-helmand
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/95362/afghanistans-senior-enlisted-american-visits-marines-helmand
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/94822/sailors-receive-anchors-afghanistan


Stocked up, moving out: mobile PX serves Marines anywhere 
Story and photos by Cpl. Timothy Lenzo 
 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE JACKSON, Afghanistan – The mobile 
exchange is a service civilians might not know about, but to Marines serving 
in Afghanistan, it is something to look forward to. The warfighter exchange 
service team runs the mobile exchange unit, traveling throughout the area 
and reaching the Marines on the front lines. The truck is a store on wheels, 
complete with cashier and security. “We take a 20 foot container and make a 
store out of it,” said Sgt. Christopher Sherrill, a Marine Corps Community 
Services noncommissioned officer with Combat Logistics Regiment 15. “We 
stock the shelves in it like you would see in a regular store.” Once the 
container is filled, the Marines travel to different bases throughout the area. 
The mobile store is stocked with everything including canned food, protein powder, hygiene gear and magazines. 
(Read the STORY) 
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Milford native still in the fight despite war injuries 
Story and photos by Sgt. James Mercure 
 

CAMP BASTION, Afghanistan - “There was blood down my leg after I got 
shot.” Lance Cpl. Ethan Burk, a hazardous materials management coordinator, 
Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 16, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing (Forward), 
was on his way to work when he heard the first rocket-propelled grenade 
explode behind him. Avoiding the giant fireball from the explosion, he had 
driven straight into an ambush of heavily armed insurgents firing at his four-
wheeled tractor, which had no armor to stop the barrage of bullets striking all 
around him. “I could see the muzzle flashes from the corner of the compound,” 
said Burk, a Milford, Texas native. “That’s when I realized they were all aiming 
at me. I felt something hit my arm, but I thought I had just banged it on 

something. Then I rolled out of the (tractor) and ducked. When I reached for my rifle they started shooting at me 
again, and that’s when I realized they had a lot more firepower than I did because they were firing too fast for just 
regular AK-47s.” (Read the STORY) 

 
A decade later: prior Marine, Seabee reunite in Afghanistan 
Story and photos by Cpl. Timothy Lenzo 

 
FORWARD OPERATING BASE JACKSON, Afghanistan – The sound of 
power tools and commands come from the battalion aid station startling a 
few Marines walking by. Two corpsmen stick out from the crowd of sailors 
inside the building, working to remodel their work area. The two 
servicemembers started their military careers in different fields, but now 
they work together in Afghanistan. One trained to be a Marine, the other a 
Navy Seabee. “When I joined the Navy, I had a degree in construction, so 
that’s what the Navy wanted me to do.” said Petty Officer 2nd Class David 
Cergol, a corpsman with the battalion aid station, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine 
Regiment. “At the time, the Seabees were undermanned, so it was more 
important for me to help them.” Cergol, from Pittsburg, Pa., started working construction when he was 14. After 10 
years in the civilian world, he decided he wanted a change, but found himself again working construction for the 
Navy. (Read the STORY) 
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Commitment defines Marine through multiple deployments 
Story and photos by Cpl. Mark Garcia 

 

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan – Commitment is often used to describe 
Marines, for Master Sgt. Eric Johnson it has defined his life. Johnson, the 
current operations chief for Regional Command Southwest, enlisted in the 
Marine Corps as a teenager, 22 years later he is serving on his fourth combat 
deployment. “I joined when I was 19, so I didn’t have a life before the Marine 
Corps,” said Johnson, from Salt Lake City, Utah. “I have more time in the 
Marine Corps than time as a civilian. I love what I do, so I’ll just keep doing it 
until they make me get out.” Johnson had the desire to be a Marine since he 
was a child. “When I was a little kid, I liked the uniforms,” Johnson said. “My 
mom was a jeweler, and the company she worked for used to make the eagle, 

globe and anchors. She would bring them home for me as a little kid, so it’s something I’ve wanted to do since I was 
probably five or six.” (Read the STORY) 

 

 

VIDEOS 
Relocated Harriers 
Video by Cpl. Gregory Moore 
 

U.S. Marines with Marine Attack Squadron (VMA) 211, Marine Aircraft 
Group 13, 3D Marine Aircraft Wing (Forward) relocate six AV-8B Harriers to 
continue conducting counter-insurgency operations, Camp Bastion, 
Helmand province, Afghanistan Sept. 26, 2012. The six AV-8B Harriers were 
relocated to Camp Bastion to increase the overall readiness level after the 
base was attacked on Sept. 14, 2012. (Watch the VIDEO) 

 

 

HMLA-469 Maintenance 
Video by Cpl. Gregory Moore 

 

U.S. Marines assigned to Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron (HMLA) 

469, Marine Aircraft Group 39, 3D Marine Aircraft Wing (Forward) conduct 

routine maintenance on AH-1W Cobras and UH-1Y Venoms, Camp Bastion, 

Helmand province, Afghanistan Sept. 19, 2012. HLMA-469 deployed to 

Afghanistan to provide air support, utility support, and armed escorts for 

counter-insurgency operations. (Watch the VIDEO) 

 

 

 

 

The Sounds of Freedom: 1st Lt. Wilson Bautista 
Video by Cpl. Cpl. Ed Galo 
 

Marines deployed to Afghanistan find many ways to occupy their down time, 
one Marine, 1st Lt. Wilson Bautista, plays the piano to unwind from a long day. 
(Watch the VIDEO) 
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Keeping Our Honor Clean: FOB Shukvani STP/FRSS 
Video by Cpl. Sgt. John Jackson 
 

This is part 12 of a series highlighting the work of 1st MLG (Fwd) 
noncommissioned officers deployed to Helmand Province, Afghanistan, in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. This video package focuses on the 
petty officers of the Field Resuscitative Surgical System and Shock Trauma 
Platoon at Forward Operating Base Shukvani. Soundbites from Petty Officer 
2nd Class Shannon Shelton, a corpsman, Navy Lt. Brett Bechtel, an emergency 
room physician, Petty Officer 2nd Class Katharine Nutting, a surgical technician, 

Petty Officer 2nd Class, Georgia Reeves, the Shock Trauma Platoon’s leading petty officer, and Lt. Cmdr. Jonathan 
Schoeff, FRSS/STP officer-in-charge. (Watch the VIDEO) 

 

 

Marketed/Republished Combat Correspondent Product 

Marine Cpl. Jesus V. Cardenas, from Houston, Texas, talks to a WTKF-FM 
reporter about his duties as an administrative specialist deployed to 
Afghanistan. 
 
Lance Cpl. Marcus L. Miller, from West Burlington, Iowa, talks to a WTKF-
FM reporter about his duties as a Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
Nuclear Defense specialist deployed to Afghanistan.  
 
Running toward gunfire: Marines, British forces repel insurgents attacking 
Camp Bastion republished in the Yuma Sun  
 
Always remembered, never forgotten: Marines honor fallen brothers 
republished in Home Post 
 
Air superiority – Harriers continue operations over Helmand republished on 
GlobalSecurity.org  
 
Milford native still in the fight despite war injuries republished on Elites TV 
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