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Commander’s
Message

Col. Johnnie L. Johnson Jr.

3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Commander

Command Sgt. Maj. Brian D. Harrison

3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Command Sergeant Major

Families and friends of the Sledgehammer Brigade,

Greetings once again from Camp Buehring, Ku-
wait! We hope all is going well for everyone back
home! Although the Fall Season officially began
on Sept. 22, temperatures in the region actually re-
semble the time of the year with lows in the 50s and
highs in the low to mid 90s. Weather conditions
aside, the Brigade continues to hone our warfight-
ing skills as we prepare for contingency operations.
This edition of “Hammer Heat” is filled with high
intensity tactical training, regional partner capac-
ity building, distinguished leader visits, organiza-
tional day activities, and a variety of other fun-filled
events!

The month of October began with the Brigade
hosting Sgt. Maj. of the Army, Raymond E Chan-
dler III, at Camp Buehring. During a townhall ses-
sion, he fielded a variety of questions, promoted
some very deserving Soldiers and noncommis-
sioned officers, spoke one-on-one with our troop-
ers, and posed for photos. It was a fantastic visit
and we truly appreciate Sgt. Maj. of the Army Chan-
dler taking the time out of his busy schedule to visit
with the Sledgehammer Team!
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The Brigade continued to conduct tough and
realistic collective training across the formation.
Artillery, Bradley, Engineer, Mortar, and Tank crews
and platoons as well as our special troops and sus-
tainment units continued to increase their collec-
tive confidence and proficiencies on gunnery ranges
and across the vast Udairi Training Area. It is quite
impressive to see every capability and element in
the Brigade measurably improve in their respec-
tive skills and tasks while maintaining high morale
and laser-like mission focus! The Brigade will con-
tinue to build on our solid foundation of disciplined
and proficient Soldiers and units as we increase the
scope of our collective training to include exter-
nal capabilities and partnered units in the days and
weeks ahead. The Sledgehammer Brigade is indeed
a powerful team!

The Buffalo and Rock’s Support Battalions both
held Noncommissioned Officer Induction Ceremo-
nies this month. The guest speakers for each event
were Command Sgt. Maj. Stephan Frennier, the
Third Army Command Sergeant Major, and Maj.
Gen. Gary Cheek, the Third Army Deputy Com-
manding General for Operations, respectively. Both
ceremonies were conducted with precision and
pride, and exemplified the time honored tradition
that is one of the many hallmarks of our noncom-
missioned officer corps. Our guest speakers both
commented on the significant contributions made
by our noncommissioned officers throughout the
history of our Nation and the proud legacy of sacri-
fice, selfless service and enforcing Army standards
that today’s generation of leaders are expected to
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uphold. Ceremonies like these clearly illustrate why full day of activities! Job well done!

our Army is the best in the history of the world!
The Sledgehammer Brigade is certainly blessed

to have an impressive cadre of professional non-
commissioned officers across our formation! Our
“backbone” is stronger than ever! We were grateful
that our guest speakers took the time to participate
in these momentous events!

In recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Day,
the Brigade, along with fellow service members and
civilians serving here at Camp Buehring, sponsored
a Breast Cancer Awareness Walk to bring atten-
tion to and support efforts to find a cure for this life
threatening illness. Practically everyone donned
pink for the walk to symbolize our commitment
to this very worthy cause. After the walk we ac-
knowledged two breast cancer survivors, Staff Sgt.
Melinda Sessoms, who serves

We're excited to announce that we've reached
the mid-way point of our deployment! A lot of days
still remain, but we have crested the summit on our
calendars and can begin descent to redeployment!
We closed October with two competitive and fun-
filled events. First, we held a Brigade Organization-
al Day. Our timing was impeccable as we formed
to conduct a 5K run during the first significant rain
since our arrival in Kuwait! It definitely made for
a soggy event but kept us cool throughout the day.
After the Brigade 5K run, your Soldier spent the
rest of the day participating in a variety of events
including squad and Crossfit competitions, intra-
mural sports tournaments, and capped off by a bar-
becue and talent show in the evening. We received
a lot of positive feedback throughout the day which
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in the Brigade, and Sgt. Jody
Grant. Both of these non-
commissioned officers truly
exemplify strength and de-
termination! Other events
and activities throughout

the day included a cake cut-
ting ceremony, bake sale, and
Zumbathon! Our sincere ap-
preciation and thanks go out
to Capt. Euginna Addison,
Capt. Lenora Maxwell, Sgt.
1st Class Erica McGee, and
Staff Sgt. Christina McEachin
for their tremendous efforts
in planning and leading the
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was confirmed by the many smiles on the faces
of our Soldiers! Secondly, Soldiers had the op-
portunity to enjoy Halloween by participating
in the Camp Buehring “Zombie Run” hosted by
the Morale, Welfare, and Recreation Office. The
event was well attended and was a great way to
close out October! A hearty “Thank You” is in
order for the Morale, Welfare, and Recreation
Office and the United Service Organizations,
Inc. here on the camp for their continued sup-
port of our Soldiers!

We'll close by thanking you, our Families
and friends, for your sacrifices and undying
support of your Soldier! We draw a lot of our
strength from you and would not be successful
without the inspiration you provide us. Please
continue to communicate with your Soldier as

often as possible, it makes an enormous im-
pact on many levels across the Brigade. Lastly,
thanks to our Rear Detachment and Family
Readiness Team for holding down the fort on
Kelley Hill! Though we are separated by dis-
tance, we remain connected through our War-
rior Spirits and strong desire to serve others!
Keep up the great work!

God bless and take care!
Sledgehammer!

Hammer 6 and Hammer 7 C(C > )
https://twitter.com/jjhammer6 S L E D G E HA M M E R
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Soldiers
Workout for
Awareness

Story by

Sgt. Christopher Johnston
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID

Public Affairs NCOIC

October is National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, and Soldiers of the 3rd Armored Brigade
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, alongside
other service members and civilians stationed at
Camp Buehring, Kuwait, participated in several
events in honor of NBCAM, Oct. 20.

The fight against breast cancer has become
personal for many. According to the American =
Cancer Society, approximately one in eight wom- |
en will have a form of breast cancer during their
lifetime, and it is the second leading cause of can-|
cer death in women.

Breast cancer death rates have steadily de-

clined due in part to early detection effortsand | TS s A A . SRR SRR U R BRI e L e S NS
improved treatment techniques. Today there are S S & Soldiers of the 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team 3rd Infantry D|V|S|on anng with other service members and Department of

e Defense civilians, participated in a 1.8 mile walk in honor of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Oct. 20 at Camp Buehring,
Kuwait. More than 200 people walked in support of breast cancer awareness, a disease that affects nearly one out of every eight
women in America. (U S. Army photo by Sgt Chrlstopher Johnston, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Public Affalrs)

more than 2.5 million breast cancer survivors in
the United States, but the fight is far from over.
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Staft Sgt. Melinda Sessoms, a power genera-
tion equipment repairer, assigned to 203rd Bri-
gade Support Battalion, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, is one
of those survivors.

“I was diagnosed at the early age of 35, and
was still a young NCO,” said Sessoms. “I think the
only thing that saved me was early detection and
the Army medical community.”
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Sessoms
added, “Ear-
ly detection
basically as-
sists you 1n
| determining
what type of
treatment
you will go
through. We
as mothers
need to en-
courage our
daughters to
continue to
take care of
themselves.
Breast can-
cer doesn’t
just affect
the older
people; it
hits people

in their 20’s and 30’s too.”

Sessoms explained that during her battle with
breast cancer, emotional and morale support was
just as important as her medical treatment.

“My chain of command was a great part of my
treatment, they were there for me and that made

me feel like I am still part of the team, not just a
sick Soldier.”

More than 200 service members and civilians
at Camp Buehring started the day with a 1.8 mile
walk in honor of NBCAM.

“I enjoyed the walk,” said Maj. Willette
Alston-Williams, the brigade’s senior human re-
sources officer. “It was great to walk hand in hand
with my Army family for a cause that needs to al-
ways be out in the forefront, not just in October.”

More than 50 Soldiers also took part in a two
hour Zumba-thon the evening of Oct. 20. Sol-
diers danced into the night wearing the familiar
pink.

“Both events
went extremely
well. It was a great
time to bring a lot
of people together
who have been
touched in one
way or another by
breast cancer, said
Sessoms. “People
learned about my
battle and came to
me to talk about
their mother, aunt
or grandmother
who is or has bat-
tled breast cancer.”
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For some participants, the day was about
more than just breast cancer awareness.

“To me, it’s not just breast cancer awareness,
it’s cancer awareness, said Capt. Euginna Addi-
son, a military intelligence officer and the Zum-
ba instructor for the event. “I lost a sister to can-
cer in 2009, and I think it is very important for
people to get checked (for cancer) and to raise
money for a cure.”

Addison also discussed the benefits of unit-
ing Camp Buehring Soldiers and civilians for a
good cause.
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“It was a great event, we are basi-
cally in a fishbowl here, and anytime
we can bring people together for a
cause is awesome, said Addison.

“I had a lot of fun,” said Spc. Ke-
shia Henry, a signal support systems
specialist assigned for the Sledge-
hammer Brigade. “T got a great
workout for a great cause, and the
opportunity to wear pink made it
even better.”

NBCAM was founded in 1985
and its main effort is to educate peo-
ple on the symptoms and treatment
of breast cancer. Supporters hope
that with more knowledge and early |
detection there will be higher long-
term survival rates, and that the
money raised will bring a perma-
nent cure for the disease.

Volunteers from 3rd ABCT and
various units raised a total $886.00
for breast cancer awareness and will
donate the funds to the Susan B.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation

which was established in 1982. Capt. Euginna Addison, Opelika, Ala., native and military intelligence officer assigned to 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, leads 3rd ID
soldiers, service members and Department of Defense civilians in a two hour long Zumba-thon, in support of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month Oct. 20,
at Camp Buehring, Kuwait. Soldiers raised approximately $900 in support of NBCAM as well provided information on early detection and signs and symptoms of
breast cancer to educate Soldiers. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Christopher Johnston, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Public Affairs)
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“Can Do!”

Lt. Col. Nelson G. Kraft

3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 1-15 Commander

Command Sgt. Maj. Angel M. Ortiz Jr.

3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 1-15 Command Sergeant Major

Greetings CAN DO Families!

It is a great feeling for Command Sgt.
Maj. Ortiz and I to write these letters
every month. For one, it is an avenue for
us to communicate with you all about
the great things our Soldiers are doing.
Additionally, with each letter comes the
passing of one more month. And, with
this letter, we are at our half way point!
October has been a very busy month for
the battalion. Throughout the month of
October, every element of the CAN DO
Battalion was conducting tough, realistic
training within the Udairi Range Com-
plex. We could not be more proud of the
accomplishments of this great outfit.

October was a month of transition for
the battalion. We have moved on from
squad/section training to more complex
platoon maneuvers. Every company in
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the battalion spent about a week refining
their skills as a team, culminating with an
exciting live fire exercise. The Soldiers of
the CAN DO organization have invested
a lot of time, energy, and sweat to refine
their systems and build an effective, co-
hesive fighting force. Every system and
organization in the battalion was tested.
Whether it was the tank and infantry
companies executing the live fire ranges,
the mortar platoon delivering timely and
accurate indirect fire support, or the men
and women of Phantom company ensur-
ing that every Soldier had the materials
they needed to be successful, CSM Or-
tiz and I are truly honored to be a part of
and lead such a great group of Soldiers.
Every family member of the CAN DO
Battalion should be proud of their Soldier
and their accomplishments thus far.

Additionally, the battalion took some
time to relax and have fun. As you might
remember, our battalion organizational
day was postponed due to a dust storm.
During the last month, the companies fi-
nally had an opportunity for some spir-
ited competition. Each company fielding

teams in volleyball, dodge ball, horse-

shoes, and bean bag toss (a.k.a corhnole).

The day was an excellent opportunity for
our Soldiers to forget about training for
a day and have some fun. Each com-
petition resulted in points for 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place. The winner of each indi-
vidual event was presented a trophy and
the highest point total received the Com-
mander’s Trophy. All of you Hardrock
families will be happy to hear that your
Soldiers swept every competition. Con-
gratulations to the Hardrock Soldiers for
their overwhelming victory.

Finally, I would like to take an op-
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Maj. Ortiz and I encourage everyone to
maintain the open lines of communica-
tions and develop unique ideas that will
allow us to ease through this time period.
[ encourage all of you, Soldiers and Fami-
lies, to exchange gifts and holiday decora-
tions. These small gestures can go a long
way to enhancing the resiliency that will
carry us to the end. Thank you for your
continued thoughts and words of encour-
agement. | know our Soldiers are thank-
ful for the overwhelming support we have
received during this deployment.

DRAGON 6 & 7

portunity to thank you for
your continued support. As |
I stated, we are at the half
way point. Although, there
is a slight shimmer of light at
the end of the tunnel, we are
cognizant of the time of year
we are entering. The Holi-
day Season can be a bit over-
whelming for our Soldiers
and our Families during a
deployment. Command Sgt.
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Command Security
Detail Conducts VIP
Escort Training

Story and photos by

Sgt. Christopher Johnston
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID

Public Affairs NCOIC

Soldier s of the Command Secu-
rity Detail, Headquarters and Head-
quarters Troop, 3rd Brigade Spe-
cial Troops Battalion, 3rd Armored
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infan-
try Division, conducted a VIP es-
cort training mission Sept. 24, at the
Udairi Range Complex, near Camp
Buehring, Kuwait.

The mission of CSD is to guard
and protect the brigade commander
and brigade command sergeant ma-
jor. As part of the CSD, Soldiers need
to prepare for many different scenar-
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Soldier s of the Command Security Detail, Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 3rd Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 3rd Armored Brigade
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division take cover and return fire during a VIP escort training mission Sept. 24, at the Udairi Range Complex, near
Camp Buehring Kuwait. The training exercise enhanced the Soldier’s ability to move, communicate and work together as a team while preparing

for any mission that may be presented to them. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Christopher Johnston, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Public Affairs)




ios that may occur in a real world en-
vironment.

“Where ever we go and whatever
we do, our first and foremost mis-
sion is to ensure they can get where
they need to get safely, and there is
no hostile intent,” said Sgt. James
Donovan, assigned to CSD, HHT,
3rd BSTB, and Ocean Township N.].
native.’If there is hostile intent, we
are able to react to that proficiently
and get them out of the situation as
quickly as possible”

The training consisted of two
teams simulating escorting a VIP
through an urban environment, com-
ing under fire, breaking away from
hostile fire, and securing a building
to ensure the safety of the VIP.

As the two teams walked through
a range littered with dilapidated
buildings, rusty abandoned vehicles
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“This establishes muscle memory |88 2

and gives us a basis for scenarios that
could happen in the real world,” said
Donovan “If you don't train like you

fight, then you won’'t know how to

fight””

After the Soldiers had eftectively
removed the VIP from harm’s way;,
they moved to the second phase of
the training.

Soldier s of the Command Security Detail, Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 3rd Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 3rd Armored Bri-
gade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, kick in a door and prepare to enter and clear a room during a VIP escort training mission Sept.
24, at the Udairi Range Complex, near Camp Buehring Kuwait. Soldiers simulated escorting a VIP through an urban area while taking fire

EaCh fOU_I' member team SYStem' and then securing a building while protecting the VIP. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Christopher Johnston, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Public AffWWairs)

atically cleared and secured a build- “This is basic Soldiering skills, as  signed to CSD, HHT, 3rd BSTB and a
ing and eliminated any enemy threat long as you keep up with them, keep Maynard Ark. native. “This is every-
inside the building. them in your mind, and keep them  thing you learned from Basic Train-

fresh,” said Spc. James Whitlock, as-  ing, only better.”



Both phases of the training were
conducted with live ammunition and
focused on safety, communication
and team work.

“My team did extremely well,” said
Donovan. “Coming together and do-
ing stufl like this always enhances the
overall group potential.”

OVEMBER 11, 1885

|

1
' WORLD WAR || GENERAL GEORGE S. PATTON
~ (1885-1945) WAS BORN IN SAN GABRIEL,
CALIFORNIA. IN 1942, HE LED THE ALLIED
TASK FORCE THAT LANDED AT CASABLANCA
IN NORTH AFRICA. HE COMMANDED THE
U.S. 7TH ARMY DURING THE INVASION OF
~ SICILY, THEN RECEIVED WORLDWIDE ATTEN-
TION AND AN OFFICIAL REPRIMAND FOR
SLAPPING A HOSPITALIZED SOLDIER SUFFER-
ING FROM BATTLE FATIGUE. AFTER D-DAY,
HE LED THE U.S. 3RD ARMY ACROSS FRANCE
~ AND INTO GERMANY. HE DIED AT HEIDEL-
~ BERG, GERMANY ON DECEMBER 21, 1945, ‘
" OF INJURIES FROM AN AUTOMOBILE ACCI-

%
' DENT.
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- Soldiers of the Command Security Detail, Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 3rd Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 3rd Armored Bri-

. gade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division strategically withdraw during a VIP escort training mission Sept. 24, at the Udairi Range Com-

i plex, near Camp Buehring Kuwait. Two teams worked together to withdraw the VIP from enemy contact. As one team returned fire to-

ward the enemy, the other team moved to cover. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Christopher Johnston, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Public Affairs)
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1-15
Re Up

Story and photos by

1st Lt. Joseph Bush

1-15 IN, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID

Unit Public Affairs Representative

A Soldier’s reenlistment can be a sig-
nificant and emotional event, and most
want to make it memorable by having
it done on a helicopter, ship, underwa-
ter or some other strange and austere
place or condition. For 29 Soldiers in 1st
Battalion 15th Infantry Regiment they
wanted to do it together. On Oct. 20, the
Can Do Battalion held a mass reenlist-
ment ceremony under the guns of their
M1A2 Abrahams and Bradley Fighting
Vehicles.

The Soldiers took advantage of the
new fiscal year’s opportunities bonus’s by
reenlisting at the first possible opportu-
nity in a mass reenlistment with the Bat-
talion commander, Lt. Col. Nelson Kraft,
administering the oath. With the chang-
ing Army reducing its end strength and
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aligning the force, it is important to retain
qualified Soldiers to maintain our all volun-
teer force, according to the fiscal year 2013
memorandum on Army retention. Another
reason for the large number of reenlistees is
that the 2013 guidance opened up reenlist-
ment 2 years out allowing Soldiers with ETS
dates out to Sept. 30, 2014 to take the oppor-
tunity a year earlier than last year allowed.
“With the ever changing face of today’s Army,
and realignment of forces, it is imperative that
Soldiers and leaders are well educated on the
retention program that we have today to en-
sure that the Soldiers are making the right de-
cision for their future and career,” said Sgt. 1st
Class Ruth Postell the 1-15 IN career counse-
lor.

The Soldiers reenlisted for a variety of op-
portunities, other than a few thousand dollars
in reenlistment bonuses. Four senior career-
minded Soldiers reenlisted for option 1, Regu-
lar Army needs of the Army, with an indefi-
nite reenlistment. Eight Soldiers reenlisted for
option 2, station stabilization, with education
incentives, which means they will remain on
Kelly Hill for an additional 12 months and
have the opportunity to attend 1 semester of
college on the U.S. Army. 6 Soldiers reenlisted
with option 3, Army training, which means
they will reclassify into a new military occu-
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pational specialty. Only one Soldier took the
opportunity to get stationed overseas as part
of Option 4. With 10 Soldiers taking option 5,
the majority chose, CONUS station of choice,
and the opportunity to branch out to another
duty station in the lower 48 states.

Whatever option these Soldiers took or
will take there is often a deeper reason or am-
bition for wanting to stay in the military much
like there was when they decided to walk
into the recruiter’s office and enlist in the first
place. Cpl. Boyd Ghant, of Destroyer Com-
pany, 1-15IN, who reenlisted to be a 92A auto-
mated supply specialist, did it was for his fam-
ily. Ghant said, “In the long run it will help me
and my family out a lot.” He said, “Plus [the
Army] has brought me a long way from who
[ used to be.” For Spc. Adolfo Chagoy, it was
a much deeper belief in what he doing here
as a Soldier. “I reenlisted in the United States
Army ‘cause I feel my duty, as a free Ameri-
can citizen, is to serve my country as a United
States Soldier, Chagoy said. “We don't fight
‘cause we hate what's in front of us, we fight
‘cause we love what we left behind.”

For whatever reason these 29 Soldiers de-
cided to stay in the Army we are proud of
them and hope to continue to breed great Sol-
diers and Americans like them.
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Spors &3 Safety

Concussions

A concussion is an injury to the brain that is usually
the result of a blow to the head. Symptoms include diso-
rientation, vision disturbance, headache, dizziness, am-
nesia, loss of balance, dificulty concentrating, and nau-
sea. A concussion does not necessarily involve a loss of
consciousness. Repeated and ignored concussions can
become a serious problem.

The best way to prevent concussion is to avoid con-
tact sports, but that may not be a viable option for many
people. Treating a concussion simply involves resting,
although you can take acetaminophen (Tylenol) if you
have a headache. Depending on the severity of your con-
cussion, you will have to refrain from playing contact
sports for a few hours to a few months. Returning to play
too quickly could result in second impact syndrome, a
potentially fatal condition.

Remember to be safe and wear protective equipment
when necessary. If you suspect a concussion in either
yourself or your battle buddy, don't ignore it!



Vi ce

r

Lt. Col. Steven M. George

3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, BSTB Commander

Command Sgt. Maj. Scott E. Guillory

3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, BSTB Command Sergeant Major

Family Members and Friends of the Buffalo
Battalion,

“Vigilance and Honor!”

BSTB Soldiers enthusiastically closed out
the fourth month of our deployment mark-
ing our half way point with a focused mind-
set. We are fully engaged with our partner-
ship effort, mission support, and internal

training events. We remain poised and ready

to execute whatever mission we are tasked to
execute anywhere in the region. Even with

a full menu of events and requirements we
make a conscience effort to give our Soldiers
time to relax, communicate with loved ones,
and participate in Morale Welfare and Recre-
ation events to maintain a high level of mo-
rale.

Partnership has taken off with a blast.
We are fully engaged with our two Kuwaiti
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partnered brigades through training ex-
changes that are focused on tactics while
reaping the benefit of exposure to a new cul-
ture and history. We initiated a three week
training cycle that includes the exchange

of ideas on how to execute various com-

bat tasks. Although we are fully engaged in
training with our partners, the exchange of
local customs, traditions, and history s a
side benefit of the partnership. At the con-
clusion of the duty day, Soldiers from the
Buffalo Battalion and the Kuwaiti Brigades
enjoy the sharing of foods, tea, and board
games as they unwind and recap the day’s
events. We expect our partnerships to con-
tinue to reach new heights as we learn from
each other and potentially create new life-
long friendships.

The Buffalo Battalion internal train-
ing schedule included some unique train-
ing events this past month. We initiated
the month’s training with stabilize gunnery
for our Chaos and Hellraiser companies.
Of the ten Bradley Fighting Vehicles crews
that qualified during gunnery, four crews
achieved the highest qualification level as
distinguished and six crews achieved the
second highest level, superior. This is a new
record for the Battalion and we look to build

on our success at the next range. All of the
Companies continue to hone their com-

bat skills through marksmanship ranges.
Unique to this month were the hand gre-
nade, AT 4, and TOW ranges. Members of
each company from the Battalion got the
opportunity to participate in the hand gre-
nade and AT 4 range. Chaos Company got
the opportunity to fire TOW missiles for the
first time in the history of the Battalion. We
continue to expand our capabilities and set
new precedents for training goals within the
Battalion which will allow us to me more
versatile in any environment.

Morale of our BSTB Soldiers remains ex-
tremely high. The high level of morale is due
to programs and support we receive here in
Kuwait and from home. Besides the Battal-
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any U.S. city. It is our goal to have every Sol-
dier participate in at least one of these trips
before the end of our stay in Kuwait.

The success of the Buftalo Battalion is
a reflection of the support we receive from
the families, friends, and charity organiza-
tions at Fort Benning and across the United
States. Your love and support allows us to
continue to reach great heights. We extend
our thanks, gratitude and appreciation for
the amazing support we receive. We are half
way through our deployment and look for-
ward to the day that we are reunited at Fort
Benning.

Buffalo 6 & 7

ion led trips to other camps that
provide difterent amenities, our
Soldiers have take MWR spon-
sored trips oft Camp Buehring to
malls, museums, and restaurants
in Kuwait City. These trips allow
our Soldiers to experience the Ku-| 2
waiti culture first hand. After the | = K¢
MWR trips, Soldiers realize Ku- |
wait is much more than a desert,
but also has all the amenities of




3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division

Sergeant Major of the Army visits Sledgehammer Brigade

Story and photos by

Sgt. Christopher Johnston
3rd ABCT, 3rd ID

Public Affairs NCOIC
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Sergeant Major of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III talks to Soldiers of the 3rd Armored
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, about the challenges of today’s Army Oct. 1,
at Camp Buehring, Kuwait. Chandler talked about the Army suicide rate, sexual assault,
hazing in the Army, and asked each Soldier to help eliminate these problems, not by poli-
cies and procedures, but through their day to day actions as U.S. Soldiers. (U.S. Army
photo by Sgt. Christopher Johnston, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Public Affairs)
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Sergeant Major of the Army Ray-
mond F. Chandler III visited the Sol-
diers of the 3rd Armored Brigade
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division
to discuss the shape of the Army and
gather feedback from Soldiers Oct. 1,
at Camp Buehring, Kuwait.

During his visit, Chandler spoke
about some of the tougher issues the
Soldiers of today’s Army are facing.

Chandler asked for each and every
Soldier’s help taking care of each other
and reducing the number of Soldiers
committing suicide.

“You can control what’s going on
with the Soldiers you lead. You can be
involved in their lives. If you don't su-
pervise anyone, your friends are some-

one. You need to look out for them,’
said Chandler.

People are afraid to ask for help with
personal situations in their lives. When
you have a problem with your weapon
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that you are unable to fix, what do you
do? You ask for help, he explained.

“We have this T am a professional,
no one is more professional that I" stuft,”
said Chandler. “Part of your profession
is, it's ok to ask for help.”

The Army’s most senior noncommis-
sioned officer also spoke with Soldiers
regarding sexual assault.

There were 1,701 reported sexual as-
saults last year. The Army provides Sol-
diers with training and classes on pre-
vention of sexual assault and agencies
to take care of Soldiers who have been
sexually assaulted.

“T am not satisfied until we don’t
have any more sexual assaults in the
Army,” said Chandler. “We spout all this
stuff, ‘everyone is supposed to have a
battle buddy, we are gonna look out for
each other, but we still have sexual as-
saults.”

igade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division

Sergeant Major of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III answers a question on the subject of suicide in the Army during his visit to Camp
Buehring, Kuwait, Oct. 1. During his visit with the 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Chandler spoke of personal
courage, one of the Army Values, and how Soldiers need to truly look out each other as well as be strong enough to ask for help even
with personal problems. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Christopher Johnston, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Public Affairs)

“Why is it that if someone were to problem. It's not a program, not a poster,
take a material possession, something  not a policy. It’s us actually living what
we can buy and replace, we get pissed  we say.’
off? Why aren’'t we pissed oftf when
someone gets sexually assaulted? You
can't buy back somebody’s dignity or re-

spect, you should be furious about that.”

Chandler also interacted with Sol-
diers on the topic of hazing in the Army.

He mentioned topics such as Soldiers

“It’s us that are going to solve this getting smoked, which equates to vari-
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ous physical exercises as a form of pun- P

ishment, as well as a recent story of a
promotion ceremony, that was shown on
television and the internet, of a Soldier
getting hit in the chest with a wooden
mallet.

“I'm disgusted, we have had a no haz-
ing policy for at least 15 years now, and
we still tolerate this type of behavior.”

Chandler said this is not the pro-
fessionalism we should be presenting.
While looking out at the nearly 200 Sol-
diers present, he again asked for each
and every one of their help to fix these
issues present in the Army today.

Chandler also answered questions
Soldiers had about such topics as a pro-
posed new tattoo policy, reenlistment
bonuses, and military downsizing.

After the questions, Chandler took
the time to take photographs with Sol- | A
diers. ‘

Sergeant Major of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III speaks with Spc. Catherine A. Ford, assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 3rd Brigade Special Troops
Battalion, 3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Oct. 1, at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, before presenting her with a coin. Chandler visited Camp Buehring
to discuss the shape of the Army and gather feedback from Soldiers. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Christopher Johnston, 3rd ABCT, 3rd ID Public Affairs)
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Lt. Col. Monica L. Burnhauser

3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 203rd BSB Commander

Command Sgt. Maj. Kent A. Galvin

3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 203rd BSB Command Sergeant Major

Eagle Families and Friends,

Greetings from Kuwait!

Temperatures are getting cooler, but
the training is heating up as the Soldiers of
the Eagle Battalion continue to train with
intensity and focus. Soldiers conducted
training events to include squad designated
marksmanship, protective services detail
(PSD) training, convoy academy classes,
night vision device (NVD) drivers train-
ing, land navigation, Modern Army Com-
batives, and a litter relay competition. The
highlight of the month was our Sustain-
ment STX in which we established bat-
talion operations out in the field and con-
ducted situational training exercises. Eagle
Soldiers executed Tactical Convoy Opera-
tions (TCO) with blank ammo and Motor-
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ized Platoon Live Fire (MPLFX) with live
ammo. It was a great opportunity for our
Soldiers to set up operations in the field,
react to IEDs and local nationals, and con-
duct MEDEVAC and recovery operations.
Command Sgt. Maj. Galvin and I are very
confident in our Soldier’s abilities to ac-
complish all missions with precision for the
upcoming field training exercises.

We would like to welcome our new-
est member of the Eagle Battalion, Capt.
Aaron Griflin. He has assumed command
of Charlie Company and comes to us from
the Brigade Surgeon Cell. His energy and
enthusiasm will take the “Painkillers™ to
the next level. We also bid farewell to the
outgoing company commander, Capt. Sean
Colley, as he assumes the role of Brigade
Medical Planner. He did an outstanding
job during his time at 203d BSB and we
wish him well in the future.

Several Eagle Soldiers were promoted
this month which is always good for the
morale in the ranks. It shows if you try
hard and live the army values, you are re-
warded for your dedication. Congratula-
tions to Sgt. Davis, Spc. Brawner (HHC),

Sgt. Kinsey, Spc. Dockery, Spc. Reyes (A
Co), Staff Sgt. Patterson, Spc. Green, Spc.
Painter, Spc. Foster, Spc. Killingsworth (B
Co), and Spc. Nelson (C Co).

It was extremely busy for our Retention
NCO, Staft Sgt. Lewis, as he assisted over
20 Eagle Soldiers to reenlist this month:
Staft Sgt. Coleman, Sgt. Wilson, Sgt. Ed-
wards, Spc. Collins, Spc. Christopher, Spc.
Reyes (A Co), Staff Sgt. Ojeda, Staff Sgt.
Acquah, Sgt. Tipton, Spc. Elliott, Spc. Clay,
Spc. Bennett, Spc. Morreale, Spc. Brum,
Spc. Wallace, Spc. Juarezledesma (B Co),
Sgt. Bradford, Sgt. Conklin, Spc. Gavitse,
Spc. Nolke, Spc. Windham (C Co).

We are successful here thanks to the

3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division

illustrate the care and the concern that
continue to carry the companies and its
Soldiers throughout this deployment.

In closing, we are an organization that
will thrive in uncertainty through our core
competencies and self-confidence. We
could not be more proud of being mem-
bers of such an outstanding organization.
We are proud of the Eagles and they truly
live by our motto, “Support and Defend”.

Lt. Col. Monica L. Burnhauser
Command Sgt. Maj. Kent A. Galvin
203d BSB Commander

203d BSB Command Sergeant Major

love and support that Sol-
diers and families provide
to us. We are grateful

to the Family Readiness
Groups and rear detach-
ment personnel for build-
ing momentum within
the regular formation
through their dedication
to the families and Sol- 5y
diers. Their contributions "'?'?'-?“;. |
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WANT TO PLACE AN AD?
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Title: Keep it short and to the point. Try to stay around five ‘} O C e
words.
Wanting to Start a

Dod g eball Lea guc This space is for you to ask questions, post

concerns, or to find other Soldiers to set up an

eccnne . . event. A submision does not guarentee
essage: Include as much relavent information as you can

but be brief. Anything over 7 sentences will be trimmed placement due to space re strictions.

down.
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Posted content is “clean” in nature. Content that is offensive, or contains gener-
ally harsh language will be rejected.

Posts which are derogatory or a direct attack on an individual will be rejected.

Posts will not advertise any for profit content, to include selling or looking to buy

items.

Instructions:
Email the Following to pao.sledgehammer.bde@gmail.com

Email Title:

Contact: If you are wanting feedback, include some contact . . o
Soldiers Voice Submission (Your Name)

information. We will not include this unless you ask.

Email Message:
Your Name
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Rock’s
Support

Lt. Col. James E. Willard

3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 1-10 FA Commander

Command Sgt. Maj. Mark A. Aaron

3rd ABCT, 3rd ID, 1-10 FA Command Sergeant Major

Another busy, productive month is in
the books for the battalion as the “Rock’s
Support” Soldiers continue to perform tre-
mendously well. The month of October is
notable for the variety, quantity, and quality
of events conducted. These events include
providing artillery fires in support of 1-15
Infantry’s Platoon Qualifications, executing
our own Artillery Platoon Qualifications,
participation by numerous Soldiers in the
Camp Buehring Ten Miler, and the comple-
tion of the finest NCO Induction Ceremony
[ have ever witnessed.

The month started out with a bang, as
the “Can Do” and “Rock’s Support” Bat-
talions headed to the field to refine and
advance combined arms operations at the
platoon level. Throughout the month, both
battalions’ rotated combat formations to
the field to execute platoon level operations
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supported by a variety of fire support as-
sets including Paladin Howitzers, Apache
Helicopters, and F/A-18 Fighter Bombers.
Each iteration was preceded by extensive
coordination and rehearsals that lead to re-
alistic live fire training for all involved. It
brings joy to an Artilleryman’s heart to pro-
vide fires in a truly up close and personal
manner for our maneuver brothers. There
is nothing better than feeling the power of
friendly artillery paving the way to an ob-
jective.

In addition to maneuver training sup-
port, the battalion qualified our artillery
platoons as they were challenged by a 72
hour, scenario driven live fire event. Each
platoon was required to plan, rehearse and
execute an operation that pushed them
and their equipment to the limits of per-
formance. Facing a variety of artillery fire
missions, time constrained movements, and
enemy ground and artillery attacks stressed
both the technical and tactical competence
of the platoon leadership. All involved per-
formed admirably and I have no doubt this
Battalion fields the most capable, heavy ar-
tillery in the world, bar none!

Not only are the Soldiers improving

their skills professionally, they are also im-
proving personally. The physical transfor-
mation of our Soldiers has been spectacu-
lar as the vast majority established fitness
regimes that are allowing them to achieve
goals that many have never even consid-
ered. Indicative of this is the large number
of Soldiers who ran in the Camp Buehring
10 Miler on 21 October 2012. Of this
group, fifteen Soldiers in the battalion are
training to run a marathon (26.2 miles) on
the camp in November. I am incredibly
proud of all our Soldiers and the hard work
they have done.

Finally, I want to thank the battalion’s
Non-Commissioned Officer Corps for per-
forming the most professionally executed,
dignified NCO Induction Ceremony I have
ever witnessed. This event demonstrated
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ior Artilleryman in theater, Maj. Gen. Gary
Cheek, preside over the ceremony induct-
ing 16 Soldiers into the ranks of the NCO.
We were also blessed to have our friend
and partners from the Kuwaiti Land Forces
Artillery Regiment with us to observe the
ceremony; truly a special day in the Rock’s
Support Battalion!

In closing, I want to thank everyone
back home for your continued support,
thoughts and prayers as we reach the half
way point in this deployment. We couldn't
do this without you. It is an honor to have
each and every one of you as part of the
“Rock’s Support™ Family.

Hard Rock 6 & 7

the professionalism and meticu-
lous attention to detail for which
Command Sgt. Maj. Aaron and
the “Rock’s Support” NCO Corps
have become known. There is
possibly no more important mo-
ment in our Army than when a
Soldier makes the transition to

a Sergeant; a leader of warriors.
It was an honor to have the sen-
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We have now
seen our first
day of rain and
the cool weath-
er is becoming a
frequent visitor.
Most of us have
received our in-
fluenza shots to
help fight of the
flu but it doesnt
stop there. Cold
and flu preven-
tion 1s ongoing
and to avoid get-
ting either of the
nasty bugs you

* must maintain a

strong 1mmune
system and here
is how:
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 Eating foods high in protein-
almonds, lean cuts of beef and
pork are great sources of pro-
tein and magnesium which help
support a healthy immune sys-
tem

e Consuming fruits and veg-
gies high in Vitamin A, C and
E- each vitamin serve a different
purpose in helping your body
fight off infections.

o Exercise- antibodies and
white blood cells circulate
through your body faster al-
lowing for a quicker detection
of illness.

o Check vitamin levels- vita-
min deficiencies affecthowyour
body responds to illness in your

body.
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Rock Highlights
Platoons; Role of
the NCO

Over the past month, the Rock’s
Support Battalion spent multiple days
in the field conducting platoon level
training and supporting 1-15 Infantry
Regiment’s Gun Tables. Throughout
the month, batteries took advantage of
the cooler weather and further trained
their respective units. During platoon
level training, Battery Command Teams
focused their training on the success-
ful completion of Artillery Table XII
tasks. These tasks focus on platoon op-
erations and effective Paladin platoon
employment. During the month, each
platoon culminated with Artillery Ta-
ble XII qualifications. The qualification
consisted of 72 hours of continuous op-
erations. On Day 1, platoon leadership
completed Troop Leading Procedures
and prepared their respective element
for live fire. On Day 2 and 3, platoons




conducted a host of live fire missions
and artillery specific operations to vali-
date planning and mission command. NCOs took center stage
Senior leaders from the Battalion staft ~ throughout this past month.
provided oversight and feedback to each The month began when the
platoon’s leadership on their perfor- Sergeant Major of the Army
mance at a variety of tasks. came to visit the Soldiers of
the Rocks Support Battalion.
Sgt. Maj. of the Army Chan-
dler conducted a walkthrough [F5%
of the Soldiers living areas and F<
fielded a question and answer
session with enlisted person-
nel of all ranks. Furthermore,

neuver and fires integration.

Concurrently, the Battalion sup-
ported 1-15 Infantry Regiment’s Gun
Table XII. Similar to Artillery Table
XII, Gun Table XII also tested the ma-
neuver platoons in a variety of Troop
Leading Procedures and core compe-
tencies. The “Can Do” Battalion created
several tactical maneuver lanes that en-
hanced their platoon techniques, tactics,
and procedures. In addition, maneuver
platoon leaders integrated indirect fires
into their planning. During iterations,
the Rock’s Support Battalion had ele-
ments on station providing accurate,
timely indirect fires during multiple erations. Later on in the month, the
day and night iterations. This training Rock’s Support Battalion took time to
proved invaluable as it further enhanced recognize the achievements of all junior
the close relationship between both bat- NCO's by holding an NCO Induction
talions and reinforced platoon level ma- Ceremony. The first rate production

issues facing the NCO corps

at the luncheon here at Camp
Buehring. His visit proved in-
sightful and helped NCOs of
all ranks better understand the
future of the Army as the force
contracts after a decade of combat op-
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he took time to discuss current é’a@
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highlighted the NCO’s unique role with- Field Artillery Regiment commander,
in the Army and served as a reminder  Col. Khalid.

of the critical role that NCOs have with-
in our formation. Special guests for the
event included Maj. Gen. Gary Cheek,
Col. Johnnie Johnson, and the Kuwaiti

As the month concluded, the Bat-
talion took part in the Brigade Organi-
zational Day. The Rock’s Support Bat-
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talion fielded multiple teams to include | § I edgehammer Comic: R |Se|
basketball, flag football, dodge ball, tug .

of war, and a squad competition team.

Soldiers competed against the other Rally Men! falter!
battalions to give leaders and soldiers The

a break from their daily tasks. The day Oppressor

allowed the Battalion to build espirt de il 4

corps among the ranks as we cheered
on Battalion teams.

not keep
us down!!

As the Battalion looks towards No-
vember, the training focus transitions
from the collective to combined train-
ing as we continue our work with the
Kuwaiti Field Artillery Regiment. Vari-
ous upcoming training events will fur-
ther refine internal systems while we
conduct combined arms live fires with
1-15 Infantry Regiment and the Kuwaiti
Land Forces. As always, the Rock’s Sup-
port Battalion remains prepared to pro-
vide timely, accurate fires for the Sledge-
hammer Brigade regardless of time or
location.

Rock’s Support!
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Butfalo Soldiers
Charge Ahead
With Training

As the Buffalo herd continues to
charge full speed ahead towards the apex
of our deployment, we have become a le-
thal entity within our specialty areas for
the Brigade. As we approach the mid-
way point of our deployment, we take the
time to reflect on an event filled month

that included partnership exchanges with
our Kuwaiti hosts as well as unique inter-
nal training and morale building events.

Our primary focus continues to be
training alongside our partnered Ku-
waiti Brigades. We initiated a three week
training cycle with our partners that in-
corporates Soldiers from every company
within the Battalion. Each cycle involves
a difterent company from our Kuwaiti
partners and will last well into 2013. We
have successfully completed two three
week cycles and currently are half way
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complete with the third. Our soldiers

are enjoying the opportunity to train and
learn from our Kuwaiti partners. Our in-
teraction with our partners does not end
when training is over. Buffalo Soldiers
enjoy the opportunity to sample tradi-
tional foods and resiliency activities such
as board games at the end of the training
day. The partnerships allow both the Ku-
waiti and our Buffalo Battalion Soldiers
to improve their war fighting skills as well
as strengthen a lifelong partnership be-
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tween the two Armies.

All of the Buffalo Com-

~ " | panies continue to sustain
their technical and tactical
skills through multiple train-
ing events. The companies

~ | remain sharp and poised to
| deploy anywhere within the
£ -7;...,, region in support of partner-
~ | ship and designated missions

T
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-"|

| throughout region.
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¥

The Alpha Company
Raptors experienced a month
of executing their technical
skills and honing their tacti-
cal skills through marksmanship ranges
and aerial support for our sister battalion
training events. The Raptors sharpened
their marksmanship skills through re-
hearsals in the Engagement Skills Trainer
and tested their abilities on a crew served
weapons range. The Raptors soared into
the stratosphere this month as they pro-
vided aerial coverage with the Shadow
for the maneuver and artillery battalions
conducting collective training. They also

continue to provide critical intelligence
support to U.S. Army Central and the
3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team by
conducting screenings of every foreign
national entering our facilities while also
keeping us informed of current interna-
tional developments in the region. The
Raptors took the lead with partnership
this month as they trained with a compa-
ny from the 94th Kuwaiti Brigade. They
were the first to enhance our partnership
plan by incorpo-
rating a social hour
at the end of the
training day. The
social hour con-
sisted of the shar-
ing of foods and
customs between
the Kuwait unit
and the Buffalo
Battalion.

Bravo Compa-
ny “Beasts” contin-
ue to work hard to
ensure the brigade
can communicate

3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division

across vast lands through multiple means.
The company regularly sends Soldiers

to a neighboring base to attend a broad
range of classes from Microsoft excel to
Security Plus to hone their already ex-
ceptional skills. Particularly noteworthy,
Sgt. Buza was selected as a member of the
prestigious Sgt. Audie Murphy Club. This
stellar Non Commissioned Officer partic-
ipated in a grueling board that lasted two
days, met the challenge, and in the end
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was selected as a member of this honored
organization. This is a great honor for
Sgt. Buza, the Company and the Buffalo
Battalion.

Chaos Company enhanced their
combat capabilities this month through
stabilized gunnery, hand grenade, AT -

4, and TOW ranges. They successfully
qualified all nine stabilized crews with the
highest scores in the company’s history.
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Chaos was
the first com-
pany within
the Battal-
ion to con-
duct the hand
grenade and

‘| AT-4 ranges
and the first
in the Brigade
to execute
the “Tube-

| launched,
Optically-
tracked, Wire
| command
data link”
(TOW) Mis-
sile range. For many Soldiers, this was
the first time they fired these weapons
which greatly increased the confidence
and ability to engage and destroy the en-
emy.

Headquarters and Headquarters
Company is the lifeline to all of our op-
erations. They provide just in time logis-
tic support which enables the remaining

3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division
companies to execute ranges and other  ion.
training events. The Wardog Military Po-
lice and Chemical Platoons continue to
share their special capabilities across the
region enhancing security and partner-

ships.

We realized that none of the great ac-
complishments could be possible if not
for the support and love we receive from
family and friends at Fort Benning. We
appreciate the letters, care packages, and
support you all provide to our deployed
Buffalo Soldiers and their families. We
know that everyone is working hard
whether deployed or back at Fort Ben-
ning and look forward to the day when
we are reunited in a single location. As
always we will remain vigilant and honor-

able.

As a morale builder, we conducted
multiple MWR events this month. Eve-
ry unit continues to travel to neighbor-
ing camps that offer amenities we don't
have on Camp Buehring. Some compa-
nies took advantage of Camp Buehring’s
MWR sponsored trips to Kuwait City.
They were able to experience the culture,
dining, and historical experiences of
Kuwait. On October 16, 2012, fifteen
of our Buffalo Soldiers were inducted
into the Non Commissioned Ofhicer
Corp. Our Buftalo First Sergeants in-
troduced the newly promoted Buffalo
Sergeants to Command Sgt. Maj. Fren-
nier (Army Central's Command Ser-
geants Major) and all who attended.
The newly promoted Sergeants an-
swered the charge given by Command |

Sgt. Maj. Guillory to lead, train, and |,
mentor the Soldiers within the Battal-
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Military Family
Appreciation Month

Each year the President signs a
proclamation declaring November
Military Family Month. Last year
President Obama said that our nation
owes “each day of security and free-

| dom that we enjoy to the members of

our Armed Forces and their families.
Behind our brave service men and
women, there are family members
and loved ones who share in their
sacrifice and provide unending sup-
port.”

This annual proclamation marks
the beginning of a month-long cel-
ebration of the Military Family in
which the Department of Defense
and the nation will honor the com-
mitment and sacrifices made by the
families of the nation’s servicemem-
bers.




~ My Battle

Written By Maj. Ellis Gales Jr.

] ve a]ways heard that the battle’s the Lord s

50 w}': am ] the first to PlC!( up a sword?
\/\/1[79 do ] ong for the battle fP
Jo look my enemies dead in their cyes”?

Id C!"iCS

‘Causc ]’m bold and courageous, ]’m valiant and strong
|'m wi”ing to Fig%t no matter how ]ong.
| stand tall like a soldier, like a gcnera[ who’s

F[anncd every step, every inch, every move.

]’vc made up my mind and I Jaid down my Plans.
| | hever turn back not ever again.
I\/é Put on my armor and Ptci«:d up my shield
I take up my sword as ] turn to the field.

| bend down on my knees as | look throug;[*: the air
| hold up my hands as | offer this prayer:

Lordyou are strong even when ]’m weak
You Protect me all day and even when ] ]ccp.

]Prafj to you this cfay that v:ctory Is mine
know thatgou re with me, you ve been every time

] ve stumbled and {chn looked death in the cyes
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Put [ ord tlvrougiv your mercy |ve alwafjs survived With victory comes fame, territory and wcaItH_

No weapon can prosper, of this [ am certain
Thougﬁl? | stand undcfcatecﬂ on]y you know |'m Hurting.
|'ve been bruised in my battles, and scarred in the den
Fcrsccuted by a”, even stabbed 59 my friends.

A warrior at heart, but a heart that still bleeds

T el

Put victory’s not easy, f:ccling battered and Pai
But ] ve Foug%t for too long and have too much tog
Thc € ashmg of swords brmgs sparks to the skies
Dawn qu:ck[y approac:lwmg as the lxght starts to ris
On you ] can trust to su[:)[:)]
A hand touches my shoulder, so | swing forit’s head
But the man is unarrnedJ not harmed and not dead

| stare in amazement of this wonderful sight

Lordgtvc me the w;sdom the know]cdgc the mind
To flght all my battles and win every Hime
You've blessed me with talents, strcngth courage and skill
With You on my side, | know that | will.

Wif!"l 3ou as my Partner ] m never alone

Forthe ligivt was not dawn, but a man in all white

Lord case protcct me until ] come home. “You said ] am strong even 3ou’rc weak

| makc this request before You | stand
(rant me Your anointing and Your courage, Amen.

So w;lvy is it victory over Me t}*:atgou seek?

You’vc battled your enemies, but wounded yoursclf '

If you look all around you, you'll see no one else.

Pack on my feet with my sword in my hand You’gvc P]armec[ a”your%at’cfis and fought them your g
] m closer to battle as ] walk throug‘l': the land. Lest

But this wasn’t a battle. [t was on19 a test.

You wanted to battle with Me 133

But [l Fig}vt a”your Lattles; a”you do is ride
|’ve blessed you with tafcntj with strength and with skill
But courage and wisdom come from doing My will

My enemy’s ap roac}vmg, thc:r fires burn throug% the Fog
TILIC batt/j won’t end ‘ti ve defeated them all.

your side

With swiftness and violence my sword has been swung
As my enemy surrounds me, NoOw the battle’s begun
LA fierce as a dragors, and 51[781‘[3 as a blade ]’Hgive you this Armor hcyou give Me your sword.”

| battle my foes until day starts to fade So Iafj down my weapon and trust in the | ord.

Surrounaed by dar]messj Lut the moon from afar

I Lattle my foes who outnumber the stars.

|ve Fought a good battle and |Pve Fought it my Lest.
Now the battle’s the [ ord’s. |t’s my time to rest.

My fear has been tal«:n, Pers&verance’s been dealt
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