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MAZAR-E-SHARIF, Afghani-
stan — The fifth and final Afghan Na-
tional Police Regional Command Cen-
ter opened here Sept. 29. Members
from the government of Afghanistan,
the international community and the
ANP gathered to celebrate the final
link in the country’s police security
plan.

The Northern Regional Command
Center includes nine of Afghanistan’s
34 provinces, and will provide a re-
gionally centric approach to develop-
ing an environment that promotes a
rule of law to protect the Afghan
people.

Maj. Gen. Ahad Fazli, the newly
appoint commander of RC North, said
at the ceremony; “The real protectors
of the Afghan people is the ANP. Be-
cause we are professionals, we will
be flexible and responsive to the
community’s needs to ensure their se-
curity. My job is to secure the north-
ern provinces, and it will be done suc-
cessfully.”

He also expressed how the five re-
gional commands, all now fully opera-
tional, are the key element in the pro-

tection of Afghanistan.
The regional commands of

the ANP are tied into the Af-
ghan National Army’s com-
mand and control structure,
creating synergy between the
army and the police; thereby
strengthening the effective-
ness of the Afghan National
Security Forces as a whole.

 After the ceremony, Min-
ister of Interior Zerar Ahmad
Muqbil, and ANP members
raised the Afghan flag, while dignitar-
ies and distinguished guests viewed the
weapons and equipment the ANP
uses to fight enemies of Afghanistan.
Part of the displayed equipment was
the newly donated 24,000 weapons
and eight million rounds, in addition to
new trucks, protective equipment and
uniforms. The equipment is represen-
tative of the Afghan and international
community’s investment in the ANP,
and the firepower and capability of the
Northern Regional Command.

“The main goal of the police re-
form is to assign honest and disciplined
people to provide security for the
people of Afghanistan,” said Minister
Muqbil. “These regional centers will
do just that, and also help strengthen
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Minister of Interior Zerar Ahmad Muqbil speaks
at the Afghan National Police’s Northern Re-
gional Command Center opening Sept. 29.

coordination and cooperation between
security forces sectors.”

Fazli ended his speech by telling the
audience, “We will miss no opportu-
nity to provide the best security for
residents of this region.”

Above: After the ceremony, Minister
of Interior Zerar Ahmad Muqbil and
ANP members raised the Afghan flag.

Left: Girls from a local school sing
during the ANP RC North opening. The
ceremony marked the fifth and final
ANP command center opening.


