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On the cover: An 875th Buffalo belonging to the 131st Engineer
Company’s 4th Platoon shows its teeth before heading outside the wire
on a route clearance patrol. The heavily armored Buffalo is one of the
battalion’s main tools for finding and clearing IEDs from a main supply
route in central Iraq. Brig. Gen. Michael Silva, 411th Engineer Brigade
commander joined the Buffalo crew this day as an observer. See story on
page 8. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Chris A. Durney.

Above: A young Iraqi girl shows her appreciation to members of the
875th at the Civilian Military Operations Clinic on the Victory Base
Complex near Baghdad. Battalion Soldiers often take donated food,
clothes, personal needs and candy to the clinic, and enjoy interacting
with some of the local populace. U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Chris A.
Durney.
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Ark. Soldier of the year
calls Alpha Company home

Sgt. Patrick Hart earned the honor of being named the 2005 National
Guard Bureau Soldier of the Year. Now he brings skills learned at com-
petitions to missions with Alpha Company.

Route cdearance patrol
gets some star power

Brig. Gen. Michael Silva, 411th Engineer Brigade commander, rides
along with 4th Platoon, 131st Engineer Company on night route clearance
mission.

Arkansas TAG and CSM
stop in on 875th troops

Maj. Gen. Ron Chastain, the adjutant general of Arkansas, and State
Command Sgt. Maj. Deborah Collins pay a visit to Arkansas troops de-
ployed to Iraq.

NPR reporter gets first hand look at 875th mission 12
Look who's turning four oh! 15
An emotional Purple Heart Ceremony 16
Promotions and new arrivals 17
Questions, comments or submis-
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Battalion Commander

Greetings. I hope this newsletter finds everyone
healthy — physically, mentally, and spiritually. We
have heard of the ice, snow and cold temperatures
back in the United States, but it is starting to feel like
spring here.

The days are getting longer and the day-time
temperatures are getting warmer. Our brave Soldiers
have completed over 1/3 of their tour of duty. Many
Soldiers have completed their 15 days R&R leave,
and our replacement unit has been identified. All of
these are great signs that our mission is progressing on
schedule.

I want to take a few moments to personally thank
every member of the families of our deployed Sol-
diers. Your sacrifice and dedication is the main thing
that makes it possible for our Soldiers to perform their
critical mission successfully. You have taken on the
burden of raising families, careers and homes, while
we get to focus on the singular issue at hand. You are
all amazing patriots who we greatly appreciate. Every
war the American’s have fought, since our birth in the
American Revolution, has depended on citizen Sol-
diers and Soldier’s families who have rallied around
the flag to ensure success of the mission. We hold you
close to our hearts. We think of you at sad and fear-
ful moments, and take great solace in the fact you are
there, just an email or phone call away, ready to pick
us up, dust us off, and help us drive on.

Thank you for all that you do, every day. Thank
you for your commitment, your selfless service and
the honor you bring to the 875th and Army Family.
God bless Vermont, Indiana, Arkansas and the friends
and family of the 875th Engineer Battalion.

Essayons — Ready and Willing!

Lt. Col. Patricia Anslow
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Command
Sergeant Major

Greeting from Iraq, all continues to go well with
the 875th. We continue to stay diligent and focus on the
mission at hand. We are now in our four month in Iraq
with our feet firmly on the ground. We are still learning
on the job but feel much more secure with situations
and issues. We continue to cover and protect each other
everyday.

Your soldiers continue to amaze me with their hard
work and commitment to become better everyday.
Training still is essential to our life line we train and
train until we understand every detail in our thoughts
and even sleep. Again we are grateful so many of you
are continuing in the fight with us with prayers, care
packages, telephone calls, adoptions of soldiers and
everything you are doing back in the states. We again
say thanks to all of you.

There continues to be challenges that we must over-
come and continue to stay focus on the ultimate mission
which is to assist a country in democracy and bring our
soldiers home safe. One of our most important efforts
is placed on safety on every level and every rank. We
continue to see large dividends in the arena of safety,
situational awareness, and being technical and tactical
proficient.

I would like all of you to remember we have come
an extremely long way from the National Guard unit
we were just four months ago. However, we have many
goals to accomplish and so much more to accomplish.
We continue to learn and respect the many different and
amazing cultures we come in contact with daily.

Finally, we all are in unity with the mission and the
objective of being battle tested and mission capable at
any time. So again be proud of your spouse, son, daugh-
ter, friend, and relative for they are doing a great job in
the name of Arkansas, the Army National Guard and as
American. I hope as your family is on R&R you have
a wonderful time and enjoy the moment. It is again my
responsibility and duty to make sure that all of my Se-
nior NCOs’ are trained and are training their soldiers.

So again thanks for your prayers and thoughts and
remember we are also praying for you all.

Command Sgt. Maj. Billy
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131st Engineer Co.

Here we are, another newsletter closer to coming
home. There has not been a lot of change since the
last newsletter. Everyone in the 131 is making a great
reputation for themselves out on the roads. I have
heard a lot of compliments from many different units
thanking us for our hard work and doing what we can
to keep them safe. Things like that make this job even
more worthwhile. I would like to congratulate Spc.
Steven Ward and Spc. Chris Phillips on their promo-
tion to Sergeant. These two soldiers have worked very
hard to join the Non Commissioned Officer ranks and
I look forward to seeing them continue climbing the
ladder of success. I want to thank everyone for their
continued support to us here.

Capt. Jacob Roy

HHC

Wow, another month down! That is always a good
thing. Right now it is easier to keep track of how
many months we have been gone, than to look ahead
how many we have left! We truly feel the same as our
families back home, but we also know the importance
behind our mission. That helps us carry on. To see
how much our Country is supporting us is overwhelm-
ing, but when we call home and hear the support our
loved ones give us really does lighten the load we bare
over here.

The Company is starting to truly feel more like a
family. We are starting to know each other better than
we expected, and sometimes better than we wanted.
We are learning how to set each other up for success,
and enjoying each others company. I am sure some
of the bonds that are made over here will be life long
bonds.

Headquarters has the responsibility for supporting
the Battalion. Though the line companies are outside
the wire doing amazing things; they wouldn’t be able
to perform the way they do if it wasn’t for all the hard
work day in and day out that the Headquarters troops
perform. We have come a long ways from being green
when we hit the sand, to taking things to a higher
level.

Capt. Joshua Simmons

Essayons

Alpha Co.

Well, we’re now well
into 2007, the year we come
home. It’s exciting to realize that
we’ve come this far, and have learned
so much. The incredible men of Alpha
Company are able to perform their difficult
and dangerous mission day in and day out with
precision and vigilance. It makes me proud to get
up every day and serve with them. You, too, should
all be proud of your Soldiers.

Despite the long hours and constant battle rhythm,
spirits remain high. I think a lot of that can be at-
tributed to the support we all get from our friends and
families back home.

Essayons!!!

Capt. David Moore

Spc. Gary Humphrey, Alpha Company, works on the
hydraulic arm of a Buffalo at LSA Anaconda.

See Charlie Co. Page 14
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The Hart of Alpha Company

Story and photos by Staff Sgt. Chris A. Durney

conda as Sgt. Patrick Christopher Hart silently

begins preparing for the day’s long route clear-
ance patrol. For a while, he works alone out in the
dusty motor pool, checking vehicles, cleaning wind-
shields and organizing mission supplies.

After about a half hour of quietude, the other
members of 2nd Platoon, Alpha Company of the
875th Engineer Battalion, begin showing up, bringing
with them a friendly patter familiar to troops serving
together in combat zones. Hart’s face breaks into a
contagiously wide grin as his teammates call to him
and join in the preparations.

That Hart starts early, or is so dedicated to his
mission, is no surprise to those who know the tall,
affable, 31-year-old Soldier from Paragould. It’s a
standard part of his personality, and what helped earn
him the title of Arkansas National Guard Soldier of
the Year in 2005, 5th Army East Soldier of the Year,
2005, and National Guard Bureau Soldier of the Year,
2005.

Hart, who has been with the 875th throughout
his nine-year career, knows what it means to set the
example. “I’m always trying to set the standard, all
of the time,” says Hart. “As a team leader I have
subordinates under me and I have to set the example.
I’m responsible for the good things they do, as well
as the bad.”
The 875th deployed to Iraq F%
in late September 2006, and /.4

is one third of the :
way through a
yearlong

It’s early morning at Logistics Support Area Ana-

Sgt. Patrick
Christopher
Hart, 2nd Pla-
toon, Alpha Com-
pany was chosen
2005 Arkansas Na-
tional Guard Soldier
of the Year, and 411th
Engineer Brigade Soldier
of the Quarter.

mission to keep a
main supply route in
central Iraq clear of
hindrances to civil
commerce and
military mobil-

ity. Hart’s platoon is
preparing for an eight-

hour patrol to search t
for improvised
explosive devices
on the roadway.
It is a danger-
ous but critical
assignment for
the Jonesboro-
based bat-
talion, which
is attached
to the Army
Reserve
411th
Engineer
Brigade
for the
deploy-
ment.

Hart has
just been
announced
as the Brigade
Soldier of the
Quarter to no .
one’s surprise. f 4
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“I’m usually a truck commander; on a mission
I command a vehicle,” says Hart as he clambers up
into an armored gun truck called a RG-31. “Some-
times I man the gun, which is a break from the lead-
ership responsibilities.”

For Hart, responsibility seems to be second na-
ture. In addition to being responsible for a team, he
is a dedicated husband, and a father to six children
who wait for him to come back home to Paragould.
He has been married to Rebecca Michelle for over
three years. Chandler, Braden, Wyatt, Sawer, Alexi
and Bailey are Michelle’s children from a previous
marriage.

“We definitely have a special kind of love,” says
Hart about his pretty wife. “She supports me 100 per
cent, and I think that’s what makes it so easy for me.”

“I know that the home life is tough, though,” con-
tinues Hart. “I think the deployment is harder on the
families because they take on more responsibilities.
As Soldiers, we know where we’re going and what

preparation work I had to do. While the competition
was going on I didn’t really see how it was benefit-
ing me, but by the end I realized that all the work and
time you put into it is worth it.

“Now when I do something, I know that to do it
right takes a lot of work, and that in the end it’s going
to be worth it. Maybe that’s part of getting older,”
explains Hart. “Generally, I try to get out to the mo-
tor pool two hours before the mission starts, getting
everything ready, which makes for a pretty long day.”

Hart says this as if long days and serious dedica-
tion are just a part of every-day life, a common theme
in the 875th these days. Once the vehicles are all
ready for the mission, Hart and his fellow Soldiers
gather for a briefing and a final check of everyone’s
battle gear. As he dons his body armor, gloves and
helmet Hart’s eyes continue to scan over his vehicle,
looking for any thing that needs last minute attention.
The friendly patter among the men dies down as they
mount their armored vehicles and head out from the
Alpha Company compound.

From his position in the front right seat of the ve-
hicle, Hart keeps a steady gaze, looking every bit like
a Soldier of the Year.

Above: Hart makes sure his vehicle is ready for a
long patrol. Above left: Hart gives Spc. Levi Craw-
ford a hand mounting his .50 Cal. automatic weapon.

Essayons
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ROUTE CLE AI{A\‘(‘I* PATROL
GETS A LITTLE ‘7/ POWER!

Story and photos by Staff Sgt. Chris A. Durney

n 875th Engineer Battalion route clearance
Apatrol got some star power during one recent
mission. Brigade star power to be precise.

Brig. Gen. Michael Silva, commander of the
411th Engineer Brigade, witnessed first hand the
“protect” aspect of the brigade’s “plan, build and
protect” mission February 1 as he rode along with a
4th Platoon, 131st Engineer Company route clear-
ance patrol. The 131 is a unit of the Vermont Army
National Guard that is attached to the Arkansas
Army National Guard’s 875th.

As of February 1, Soldiers of the 875th
have conducted over 800 patrols, cov-
ering over 100,000 kilometers and
clearing over 300 improvised
explosive devises. On the
evening patrol, Silva helped
the battalion add one more
find to its impressive success
record.

“The 131st did an excellent route
clearance mission last night,” said Silva
the next day. “These are professional
Soldiers dedicated to the mission and willing
to put their lives on the line. It was a real proud
pleasure of mine to serve with them, and go on that
trip.”

Silva flew down earlier in the day from Logistics
Support Area Anaconda, near Balad, where the 411th
is headquartered, to Camp Striker, near Baghdad,
where the 131st is stationed. Silva often visits 411th
units to keep a pulse on the critical role the brigade
is playing in Operation Iraqi Freedom. The Army
reserve brigade deployed to Iraq in August 2006, and
normally calls New Windsor, N.Y. home.

Convoy commander Staff Sgt. Robert Ruell
welcomed the general at the battalion motor pool on
Camp Striker, and quickly integrated him into the
patrol team. Patrol members usually begin preparing
for their missions a couple of hours in advance, mak-
ing sure that all of the vehicles are in good working
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order, and that the big defensive weapons are properly
mounted and ready to go.

For this mission Silva was assigned as an observer
in the convoy’s Buffalo. Even so, he couldn’t resist
checking out the .50 caliber gun mounted in the turret
of one of the platoons armored RG-31 vehicles.

“It’s not the first route clearance mission I’ve been
on,” explained Silva. “The Buffalo is a lot roomier
than the RG, and the RG is somewhat better than a
humvee. The Buffalo is the Cadillac in compari-
son.”

After meeting and getting to know the
Soldiers of 4th platoon, Silva joined
them in the nearby maintenance of-
fice building for a mission brief-
ing. Ruell went over all of the

details of the mission, and

made sure every one knew
their assignments, and was
ready to go.

“We’re glad the general is here
to see us at work,” said Ruell, “but

for this mission, he’s just another critical
pair of eyes and an important member of the
team. We do our best to stay sharp and com-
plete our mission successfully and safely.”

Following the briefing, everyone struggled into
their protective gear, including nearly 50 pounds of
body armor, a helmet, earplugs, gloves and eye pro-
tection. Silva and his fellow Soldiers mounted their
vehicles looking something akin to ancient Samurai,
and settled in for the long overnight patrol. At the
prescribed time, the convoy formed up and rumbled
out of the motor pool, on its way “outside the wire.”

The next afternoon Silva stopped by the battalion
headquarters to thank the 131st and boast on the 4th
platoon. “The trail RG found one IED that was very
cleverly placed,” he explained. “It was very difficult
to see. I’m not sure I would have seen it, but the great
Soldiers of the 131st spotted it and were able to save
lives.”
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Above: Convoy commander Staff Sgt. Robert Ruell
briefs members of the 131st’s 4th Platoon and Brig. Gen.
Michael Silva, 411th Engineer Brigade commander, prior
to a night route clearance patrol near Baghdad, Iraq.
Right: Brig. Gen. Silva looks akin to a Samurai warrior
as he takes his place in a Buffalo belonging to the 131st.

Essayons
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Left: Brig. Gen. Silva meets members of the
131st’s 4th Platoon at the battalion motor pool
on Camp Striker, Iraq prior to riding along on
a route clearance mission February 1. Below
left: Brig. Gen. Silva checks out a M-240B ma-
chine gun mounted on a RG-31 belonging to the
131st Engineer Company. Below: Brig. Gen.
Silva, second from left, stands with members of
the 131st’s 4th Platoon prior to a night route
clearance mission. Behind them is a RG-31 and
the Buffalo he rode in during the mission.




Arkansas TAG and CSM visit 875th,
meet and greet with deployed troops

Story and photos by Staff Sgt. Chris A. Durney

aj. Gen. Ronald S. Chastain, the adjutant
M general of Arkansas, was enthusiastically

welcomed to Camp Striker, Iraq, today
by members of the 875th Engineer Battalion, which
deployed in September.

Chastain, and the state Command Sgt. Maj. Debo-
rah Collins, are on a command visit to Arkansas Na-
tional Guard troops serving in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. They toured the battalion’s Alpha and
Charlie companies Wednesday, January 31, which
are located at Logistics Support Area Anaconda near
Balad.

After being briefed by Lt. Col. Patricia
Anslow, the battalion commander, and the
battalion staff, Chastain and Collins met
with Soldiers from Headquarters, Head-
quarters Company and the 131st Engineer
Company, shaking hands and passing out
leader’s coins. They then departed for a
lunch date with members of the Arkansas
Army National Guard’s 142nd Fires
Brigade who are stationed at another
nearby forward operating base.

“You’ve got a dangerous mission
here,” said Chastain to the assem-
bled staff, “and I’'m really proud
of you all. I just congratulate all
of you on a job well done, you're
all representing us really well, and I
appreciate it.”

Approximately 400 Arkansas
Soldiers are deployed with the
875th, which is one third of the way
through a yearlong deployment in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Approximately another 100 Soldiers from
Indiana and Vermont Army National Guard
units are attached to the 875th during this
mobilization.
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Previous page: Maj. Gen. Ronald Chastain, the adju-
tant general of Arkansas. Right: Maj. Gen. Chastain
meets with battalion staff after arriving at the head-
quarters at Camp Striker. Below left: State Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Deborah Collins talks with battalion
Command Sgt. Maj. Billy Ward and Headquarters,
Headquarters Company Ist Sgt. Michael Sims. Bel-
low right: Maj. Gen. Chastain gets a close up view
of the inside of an up armored humvee at the HHC
support platoon. Bottom: Battalion maintenance
officer Chief Warrant Officer Kenneth Baker, center,
gives Maj. Gen. Chastain a tour of the motor pool at
Camp Striker.




AR (o0 o7t mission

ational Public Radio’s John McChesney
Ntraveled all of the way from California to get

a first hand look at how well the 875th is per-
forming its critical route clearance mission in Iraq.

The veteran newsman spent an entire day with an
Alpha Company platoon, including nearly eight hours
on patrol in a Buffalo, recording sounds and inter-
viewing Soldiers.

McChesney’s report aired on NPR’s “Morning
Edition” program January 26, and was broadcast
through the network’s 3,800 affiliates nationwide.
The program recording, and a written account by
McChesney, can be found at NPR’s web site: www.
npr.org. Type “875th” in the search box near the top
of the page. On the next page, click the story title:
“Looking for Trouble: A Search for IEDs in Iraq.”

Top right: National Public Radio vet-
eran reporter John McChesney knows
how it feels to wear nearly 50 pounds
of body armor as he gets ready to head
out on patrol with Alpha Company’s 3rd
Platoon. Above: Brig. Gen. Michael
Silva, 411th Engineer Brigade com-
mander, is interviewed by NPR’s John
McChesney at the brigade headquarters
on Logistics Support Area Anaconda.
Right: McChesney, center, stands with
Alpha Company’s Staff Sgt. Kurtis Hol-
loway and 2nd Lt. Paul Burns, 3rd Pla-
toon commander, following a successful
route clearance patrol.
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A minor sand storm engulfs the 875th Engineer Battalion headquarters building on Camp Striker, Jan. 29, 2007
U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Chris A. Durney



From the Chaplain

By Chaplain (Capt.) Mark Golaway

he fifth of the seven Army Values is Honor.
I The Apostle Paul, when writing to the church
in Rome, instructed them, “Give everyone
what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if
revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if
honor, then honor.” (Romans 13:7, NIV)

To pay honor is to make a showing of merited
respect. It is to acknowledge a job well done. Itis to
esteem those who merit praise for the tasks they ac-
complish and the attitude they display in doing those
things.

Such a debt of honor is owed to the men and
women of the 875th Engineer Battalion. Your sol-
diers are daily making a name for themselves with
both the local nationals and their coalition military
counterparts. Your soldiers have earned the respect
of those they work with as well as those they seek
to help. Their actions have brought honor on them-
selves, the 875th, and you, the friends and family that
support and stand with us.

Daily, I watch these soldiers step up to their as-
signed tasks. Daily, they faithfully discharge the du-
ties of their posts. Daily, they face and overcome the
fears and concerns associated with war and separation
from home and hearth. Daily, they find ways to dis-
play their joy of life and camaraderie with their fellow
soldiers. Daily, they rejoice in finishing the job and
being one day closer to home.

The real measure and scope of the success of their
mission may never be known. Every day, these val-
iant men and women clear the roads they have been
assigned, freeing traffic to move safely. They are pro-
viding security not only for coalition force movement,
but also for the local Iraqi travelers. It is safe to say
hundreds of lives have been saved due to their efforts.

Each soldier plays a vital part in the success of
this mission. Every soldier impacts the efforts of the
whole unit. It doesn’t matter whether your soldier is
driving a patrol vehicle, repairing broken equipment,

Essayons

managing the mounds of paperwork in various of-
fices, or standing guard, each member of this unit has
performed in a manner worthy of honor.

I am blessed to serve with them and to see first
hand the incredible job they are doing. It is fitting to
give them honor. You have much to be proud of as
their support and strength. It is right for us to pause
here in the midst of the mission and say, “Well done,
good and faithful soldiers.” The 875th has shown
itself Ready and Willing and they deserve to have you
know.

Blessings.

Charlie Co.

Company Corner from page 5

Just want to drop everyone a line to say hello
and we miss you all. The missions are rolling
along and we’re already talking about how we are
going to pack everything up and come home. It
is hard to believe that we’ve been on active duty
for seven months. Time goes by pretty quick over
here because we are always going to the movies,
gym, PX and the pool. The Jacuzzi’s are on order
and we’re all excited about the new bar.

Now that we got all the bull out of the way,
everyone is doing fine. As a commander I have
the best guys that you can ask for. They stay
vigilant and perform at the top of their game. The
hardest thing for us is worrying about all of you
at home. I want to thank you for all that you have
done and continue to do in order to comfort us on
all issues concerning you. I have said it before
and it still holds true that you are the true warriors.
You pick up the load while we are gone.

It is great to talk to the guys when they get
back off their leave and listen to all the stories of
back home. We all miss it. Everyone says it is the
fastest 15 days of their lives.

Keep up the hard work. The concern that I
have is that of communication. If you’re hav-
ing trouble PLEASE bring it to the attention of
the family support group. Use each other to vent
and work through the hard times. I also ask you
to continue to remember us in prayer as we pray
for you all often. Don’t be pulled in to the rumor
mill, and I hope you all have been enjoying the
snow. Put some in the freezer for us.

WE LOVE AND MISS YOU ALL

Capt. Timothy Norman
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Arkansas Adjutant General pins Purple
Heart on 875th Alpha Company Soldier

with a Purple Heart by Maj. Gen. Ronald S.
Chastain, the adjutant general of Arkansas, at
an emotional bed-side ceremony January 30.

Haynes is a member of the 875th Engineer Battal-
ion’s A Company, 2n Platoon, and was honored with
the award for wounds received in combat on January
29. Chastain was conducting a command visit with
the deployed Arkansas Guardsmen when he was of-
fered the privilege of presenting the award to Haynes.

Brig. Gen. Michael Silva, commander of the

S pc. Justin Haynes of Beebe, Ark., was pinned
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411th Engineer Brigade, to which the 875th is at-
tached, also participated in the brief ceremony, and
thanked Haynes for his service.

The state Command Sgt. Maj. of the Arkansas
National Guard, Deborah Collins, presented Haynes
with a special coin and spoke with him for a few min-
utes after the pinning. Haynes seemed to be in good
spirits and gave everyone a thumbs-up as he was car-
ried back to his hospital room. According to hospital
reports, his wounds are not life threatening.

Above: Maj. Gen. Ronald Chastain, the adjutant gen-
eral of Arkansas pins a Purple Heart medal on Spc.
Justin Haynes of Beebe, Ark. Brig. Gen. Michael
Silva, commander of the 411th Engineer Brigade

also participated in the bed-side ceremony. Lefft:
Command Sgt. Maj. Deborah Collins, the command
sergeant major of the Arkansas National Guard, talks
with Spc. Justin Haynes following a bed-side Purple
Heart ceremony at Logistics Support Area Anaconda
in Iraq. (U.S. Army photos by Sgt. Ist Class Gregory
Murray, 411th Engineer Brigade.)
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Four advance in rank,
131st names new NCOs

our 875th Engineer Battalion Soldiers have
pinned on new rank, including two who are

joining the ranks of the Noncommissioned Of-
ficer Corps.

Headquarters, Headquarters Company promoted
Aaron W. Norman from Sergeant to Staff Sergeant,
while Michael B. Tollette was made a Specialist.

The 131st Engineer Company welcomed two new
NCOs to the ranks with the advancement of Steven

R. Ward and Christopher D. Phillips to Sergeant.

Michael Tollette is pinned a Specialist by HHC 1st
Sgt. Michael Sims and Capt. Joshua Simmons, HHC
commander February 2 at the Support Platoon of-

fices.

HHC Support Platoon leader Sgt. 1st Class Neil Hall,
Jr., slaps Staff Sgt. rank onto Aaron Norman as the
battalion commander and HHC commander watch.

Essayons

Battalion welcomes
new troops Feh. 2

| = [ el .
Command Sgt. Maj. Billy Ward addresses the 875th’s

newest troops at a ceremony at the battalion head-
quarters on Camp Striker February 2.

he 875th welcomed ten new Soldiers to the

I ranks at a ceremony February 2 at the battal-
ion’s headquarters on Camp Striker.

The Arkansas troops are late augmentees to the

deployed 875th, and have been split between the
131st Engineer Company and Alpha Company.
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Pvt. James Aytchan of West Memphis is one of the
875th’s newest combat engineers. Eleven new troops
were welcomed February 2.
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