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Gen. John Abizaid, commander
of U.S. Central Command, rec-
ognizes “Rambo,” an Afghan
local national, Feb. 16 for his
heroic efforts Jan. 10. Rambo
helped prevent a terrorist from
driving a vehicle wired with
explosives from gaining ac-
cess to Camp Phoenix, Kabul,
Afghanistan, and detonating a
vehicle-borne improvised ex-
plosive device. (Photo by Navy

Lt. Janette Arencibia)
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KABUL, Afghanistan — Two Afghan local nationals
and five American Soldiers were recognized Feb. 16 at the
Combined Security Transition Command — Afghanistan for
their heroic efforts in preventing a driver from conducting a
suicide bomb attack.

Gen. John Abizaid, commander of U.S. Central
Command, applauded the Afghan local nationals
and soldiers for working together and saving the
lives of several people when they subdued the
driver.

“Afghanistan will never be lost, when we work
together as we did on that day,” Abizaid said. “I am
proud to be here and I would like to thank you for
what you did.”

Staff Sgt. William Strobeck, Sgt. Brian Bailey, Sgt.
Mathew Sisson, Spc. Justin Carry and Spc. Linza Hampton
were recognized by General Abizaid and awarded the
Combat Action Badge for performing their duties while
actively engaging the enemy.

In a recent presidential address to the nation, President
George W. Bush described the events of Jan. 10 as, “a

human story. It’s a story that speaks of courage, alliance
and respect for life. To me it’s a story that says these people
in Afghanistan want to do what is necessary to survive and
succeed, and it’s in our interest to help them.”

Just after 9 a.m. on Jan. 10, a vehicle loaded with explo-
sives attempted to crash through the front gate of Camp
Phoenix, a U.S. base in Kabul. Without regard for their
personal safety, two Afghans recognized this
was a terrorist attack and rushed the vehicle. The
two Camp Phoenix workers assisted the security
forces soldiers in restraining the suspect. The
suspected terrorist was dragged from the vehicle
and detained by security forces.

The area was immediately evacuated and an
explosive ordnance demolition team responded
to the scene. Security forces, with assistance from
the Afghan National Police and International
Security Assistance Force soldiers, cordoned the area and
waited for the EOD team to disarm the bomb. During an
attempt to disarm the explosives, the device detonated. No
coalition soldiers were injured.

“Through the quick minds and patriotic sense of duty,
these brave men were able to stop a bad situation from
getting worse,” Abizaid said. HEH



