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Iraqi Army soldiers assist Coalition Forces,
assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry
Regiment, in the removal of hundreds of
items found stashed underground during a
search of an abandoned compound in Mosul,
Iraq. (U.S. Army photo by Pfc. Ryan Kennedy, 2nd
Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment)
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COVER PHOTO: Sergeant Evan Martin, Battery A, 5th
Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery Regiment, makes friends with
an Iraqi boy during a visit by his platoon with a sheik in the
village of Sharqot, in the Qayarrah region of Iraq. The 5-
82 FA is part of the 4th Brigade Combat Team, Ist Cavalry
Division, out of Fort Bliss, Texas. (Staff Sgt. Antonieta Rico,
5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment)
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A message from Long Knife 6

I would like to extend my appreciation for
your support for our Soldiers once again. We left
El Paso just six months ago, and for some of us,
time has passed at a high rate. Unfortunately
for others, each day has been a challenge to pass
the time. I ask that you continue to take care
of each other, as we get closer to our time to
return. Many of you know that we are in Mosul,
however, most are unaware of its demographics.

The province is in the extreme northern part
of Iraq. It borders Syria to the west, Turkey to
the north, Dahuk Province to the east, and Al
Anbar and Salahaddin Provinces to the south.
There are three prominent cities in the province.
Mosul is in the eastern half and is the second
largest city in Iraq at roughly 1.8 million people;
Tal Afar with about 80,000 people lies in the
western portion of the province; and Qayyarah
with about 50,000 citizens, i1s south of Mosul
located in the Tigiris river valley. The province
1s slightly larger than the state of Maryland and
1s comprised of a diverse population with 40
percent being Sunni, 35 percent Kurdish, 15
percent Shia, and 10 percent other.

Finally, I will tell you that our efforts here
are not wasted. The people and leaders of Iraq
want and appreciate their freedoms. As the Iraqi
security forces continue to grow in numbers,
knowledge and capability, this province and
nation will remove the insurgency and have the
capability to operate independently. I applaud
the efforts of Team Ninewa, especially our
Soldiers. 1 am proud of them and I know that
they are proud of their work and the impact
it has on the people of the province. Mission
accomplishment is our goal and I am confident
that we will succeed.
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A message from Long Knife 9

Our Soldiers continue to do great things. From
border missions, carried out by the military
police officers of the Special Troops Battalion
and troopers assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 4th
Cavalry Regiment who have seized over 200
barrels of black market fuel, to the finding of
major weapons caches by the 2nd Battalion,
7th Cavalry and the 5th Battalion, 82nd Field
Artillery Regiments. The Soldiers of the 4th
. Brigade Combat Team continue to exceed the
e mission standard every day.

' There is one area | need everyone to

concentrate on, and that’s safety. As many of
you already know, safety is a major concern of
this brigade, and me personally. I have made

several on-the-spot corrections that could have
been handled at the lower levels. As leaders, we

are responsible for ensuring the safety of our
troops, and we are responsible for enforcing

1 policies and directives. It has always been
Army policy that if you see someone, regardless

of rank or position, who is not in compliance,

for you to correct them and move on. One area
I would like everyone to concentrate on is using

the proper safety gear, such as your eyepro that
M was issued to each of you. Keep in mind, it
must be worn any time you are outdoors. It has

. been proven as an effective device that can save

your eyesight. Wearing only your prescription
glasses is unacceptable; you must have ballistic

lenses. If you need inserts, the optometrist here

can provide you with them for these ballistic

» glasses: Oakley, Uvex and Revision.

Thank you all for your continued support and
dedication to our mission. Stay alert, stay safe.

-

A\
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Black History Month celebration ends with fashion show fun

STORY AND PHOTOS BY SGT. PAULA TAYLOR
4th BCT, Ist Cav. Div. Public Affairs

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE MAREZ, Irag—To end
Black History Month with fun
and relaxation, several members
throughout the FOB gathered
together for a fashion show at the
Community Activities Center.

Executive officer 1st Lt. Amanda
Coniglio, A Company, Special Troops
Battalion, models an outfit during the
Black History Month Fashion Show
on Forward Operating Base Marez.

The show netted more than 40
participants and included poetry
readings, dance and music.

“The beginning of the show
started with how African Americans
affected the fashion of the United
States, but it was also an opportunity
for people to wear normal clothes,
have fun and play around,” said 1st
Lt. Bridgette Bell, personnel officer,
Special Troops Battalion. “It was a
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Wesley Bonds, night manager of the
Morale Welfare and Recreation gym
on Forward Operating Base Marez,
Mosul, Iraq, wows the crowd in
his white silk suit during the Black
History Month Fashion Show.

morale booster.”

To help plan for BHM
celebrations, such as the Friday
night fashion show, a committee
was formed. The five-person team
created activities that centered
around honoring the culture and
famous African American leaders.
The committee met the first week
in January to decide the celebration
line-up for February, Bell said. “The
last Friday we planned the fashion
show, where we invited everyone
including contractors, civilians and
the tailors.”

Some people had their family
members send them clothes from
home, some bought them via the
Internet and had them mailed here,
while others, Bell said, got them
made by the tailors here on post.
“The jeans I brought from home,

but I got the shirt made here. I have
met so many people doing this. The
local vendors donated jewelry and
helped make the outfits. Everyone
was being helpful and it made the
whole thing better for us. This
turned out to be very successful.”
One of the participants modeled
two Hip Hop outfits. “I wanted to
come outand represent and torelieve
some of the daily stress,” said Sgt.
Roytoya Wilson, post office worker.
“It reminds us of where we come
from and helps us celebrate life.”

Private David Develin, combat
observation lasing team (COLT)
member, attached to 2nd Battalion,
7th Cavalry Regiment, models his
suit during the Black History Month
Fashion Show.
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Army finds weapons cache in new AO

STORY AND PHOTO BY
STAFF SGT. ANTONIETA RICO
5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

HESCHEL, Irag—Members
of the 5th Battalion, 82nd Field
Artillery Regiment, detained two
suspected insurgents and uncovered

a weapons cache in a rural Iraqi
village located in the Qayarrah
region, between Baghdad and
Mosul.

The Black Dragon Battalion
Soldiers assumed control of the
Heschel village area last month.

Coalition Forces that previously

Spc. Franklin Filmon, 3rd Platoon, Company G, 5th Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery
Regiment, clears a room during a weapons search in the village of Heschel, Iraq.
Soldiers of Battery B, 1st Platoon and Company G, conducted a joint search with the
Iraqi Army’s 3rd Battalion, Ist Brigade, 2nd Iraqi Army Division. They detained two
suspected insurgents and uncovered a weapons cache during the search.
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controlled the area were unable
to fully exploit it because it was
outside the boundary of their area
of operations, which included the
much more active region of Bayji,
said Lt. Col. Robert McLaughlin, 5-
82 FA commander.

The mission in Heschel was
the first foray by the field artillery
Soldiers into the village to hunt for
weapons. Soldiers of Battery B and
Company G conducted the joint
search with the 3rd Battalion, Ist
Brigade, 2nd Iraqi Army Division.
They uncovered a 105mm artillery
round, one sniper rifle, three AK-47s
and binoculars, and a few hundred
rounds of ammunition. They also
detained the man who owned the
property where the weapons were
found, and his brother, as possible
suspects.

Soldiers also discovered one
weapon in a room full of hay and
animal feed. That find led the Iraqi
Army and Coalition Soldiers to
search other areas more thoroughly,
including a mud lean-to full of
logs.

“While we moved the logs out,
we discovered a crate buried in the
dirt,” said Spc. Franklin Filmon, 3rd
Platoon, Company G who headed
the search with the Iraqi Army
soldiers.

The crate contained the rest of the
weapons cache. Iraqi Army soldiers
then questioned and arrested the
two suspects.

“Im hoping we saved some
lives,” said Filmon, a Pinellas Park,
Fla., native. “With everything we
found—the guns, the artillery round
and all the rounds that they had, I’'m
hoping we saved some lives.”
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Rough Rider Soldier to continue minister’s work

StoRY BY 1sT LT. KENDRA EVERS
27th BSB Public Affairs Representative

FORWARD OPERATING BASE MAREZ, Irag—
During the gospel service at Transformation Chapel,
the stole that ministers wear during church services,
signifying their authority to lead the people of God, was
passed on to Master Sgt. Ronnie Fauntleroy, support
operations noncommissioned officer-in-charge, 27th
Brigade Support Battalion.

The previous minister of the services worked for the
company Kellogg, Brown, & Root and was returning
home after his tour of duty.

Fauntleroy was licensed and ordained as a minister in
1999 while he was stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y. He was
also licensed as an elder in 2003.

Specialist Michael Lewis, B Company, 27th BSB,
attended the service and said he was excited to be there
for the event.

“Master Sergeant Fauntleroy is a great man of God
and he deserves this position,” Lewis said. “It’s a great
opportunity for him to expand God’s kingdom.”

Many of the Soldiers said they were glad to have
Fauntleroy there to be able to continue the services and
conduct them the way they had been, including Pfc.
Yesenia Harris, B Company, who commented on the
blessings she’s experienced from Fauntleroy.

“He’s doing this from his heart, and that really means
a lot,” she said. “It’s more comfortable, in a way, to talk
to him because he is an NCO, and he knows what it was
like to be a young Soldier.”

Fauntleroy accepted the position, along with Sgt. 1st
Class Bradley McNair, who is his assistant. They were
nominated by the church, but the final decision came from
Chaplain (Ma;j.) Mitchell Butterworth, senior chaplain,
4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division.

Fauntleroy ministers at the gospel service held
Sundays at 3 p.m. in the Transformation Chapel.
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(U.S. Army photo courtesy of 27th BSB)

Chaplain (Maj.) Mitchell Butterworth inspects the minister’s
stole on Master Sgt. Ronnie Fauntleroy, support operations
noncommissioned officer-in-charge and ordained minister,
27th Brigade Support Battalion, during a ceremony held at the
Transformation Chapel on Forward Operating Base Marez.

(U.S. Army photo courtesy of 27th BSB)

Soldiers assigned to Headquarters Company, 27th Brigade
Support Battalion, Sgt. Ist Class Bradley McNair and Master
Sgt. Ronnie Fauntleroy, are appointed to the assist minister and
minister positions on Forward Operating Base Marez.
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S Mosul debuts, not ordinary television

StoRY BY Prc. BRADLEY CLARK
4th BCT, Ist Cav. Div. Public Affairs

MOSUL, Irag—One of the most
famoustelevisionseries todayis CSI.
The franchise has shows that take
place in three cities and is rumored
to be starting a fourth in the future.
CSI Mosul is not the fourth city for
the TV show, but instead, is hoped
to become the model city in Iraq for
crime scene investigation and crime
lab procedures by formalizing a CSI
training program.

For the first time in its history, Iraq
has found a way to bring the judicial
system and crime scene investigators
together through a series of courses,
called the Evidence Spectrum
Training Program, consisting of
20 investigators and 16 crime lab
scientists.

Local judges agreed the biggest
issue facing the Iraqi judicial
system, when trying to convict
local criminals, is that investigators
had no formal training in evidence-
collection or report-writing
procedures.

In order to enhance those skills,
Coalition Forces began working
with Iraqi Police and local judges to
design a training course, tailored to
the crime scene investigation unit,
based on what the courts need to get
a conviction.

“The purpose is to get the
investigators to collect and handle
evidence in a proper manner,” said
H. Monty Calhoun, an international
police trainer. “The goal is to get
everyone on the same page. These
are good investigators who just
need to improve their report writing

(U.S. Army photo by Pfc. Bradley Clark, 4th BCT, 1st Cav. Div. Public Affairs)

Reid Pixler, a U.S. assistant federal attorney and currently the director of rule of law for
the Ninewa Provincial Reconstruction Team, speaks to the initial class of the Evidence
Spectrum Training Program, Mosul, Iraq.
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in a fashion and manner that the
judges need. Right now they write
reports, but it won’t tie the evidence
to the criminal or the crime. This is
needed for the Major Crimes Court’s
success,” he said.

The 90-day, classroom-based
program is broken into 30-day
blocks of instruction. The first
block is designed to teach the crime
scene investigators how to properly
collect and handle evidence, along
with preparing the reports for the
crime lab. The second block will
teach the crime lab scientists how to
handle and process the evidence in
preparation for the court. The final
phase of the course will teach the
investigators and the scientists how
to prepare the evidence for the court,
as well as how to prepare them for
being expert witnesses in the case.

“The scientists are extremely
ready,” said Sgt. FEric Radder,
a member of the Provincial
Reconstruction Team’s rule-of-law
section. “They are all university
educated in areas such as; biology,
microbiology, fircarmsandballistics,
and DNA analysis.”

Some of those who were involved
in designing this program said it
is the first of its kind in Iraq and is
hoped to become a major turning
point in transforming this country
into a safe and peaceful place for
the people and their families.

“It’s important to get the entire
judicial system together,” said Maj.
Joel Graham, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Cavalry Division liaison
officer to the Ninewa provincial
director of police. “This way they
can prosecute and convict terrorists
and stop cases from being dismissed
in the Ninewa Province . We’re here
to facilitate the system until the Iraqis

citizens will then start to respect
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(Photo courtesy Ninewa Provincial Police)

Equipment slated for the Evidence Spectrum Training Program, which began March 6
in Mosul, Iraq, lies ready for use by the future graduates in the Iraqi police evidence-
processing branch of the Iraqi security forces.

and support a more valid legitimate
system, one that gets facts through
evidence and demonstrates fairness.
We’re setting the stage for evidence
collection and forensic science. The
local nationals are ecstatic about the
program; it’s the first one in Iraq that
ties all three areas together. There
has been training before, but never
a unified effort. This program has
captured a lot of visibility. Baghdad

is keeping an eye on the program and
this program is going to be a model
for other provinces. We will also be
getting weekly updates so we can
pass the information onto the next
teams so they can provide formal
training and equipment. Every
person involved comes to the table
with a lot of passion because they
know it will make a difference,”
Graham concluded.

(Photo courtesy Ninewa Provincial Police)

' ) The crime scene investigation equipment is removed from boxes and set up in the new
can stand on their own. I believe the 14 i preparation of the future graduates in the Iraqi police evidence-processing branch

of the Iraqi security forces in Mosul.
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Military wives go the extra dlstance

STORY AND PHOTOS BY STAFF SGT. SAMANTHA STRYKER
5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

any women will do just about
anything for their family. Soldiers
will do just about anything to make
the mission a success. For Soldiers who are wives,
commitment is more than a wedding vow; it is a pledge
to see a promise through, no matter where it takes
them.

Two warrior wives talk about being deployed with
their military spouse.

FOB SYKES

Spc. Elaine Angelica Sandoval never dreamed she
would be celebrating her first wedding anniversary in
a crowded dining facility in northern Iraq. But the 20-
year-old Brawley, Calif., native and former cheerleader
enjoyed every moment because sitting across from her
was husband, Spc. Adam Sandoval.

The automated logistical specialist and her husband
are spending the next year living and working at Forward
Operating Base Sykes just south of the city of Tal Afar.
Both are assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 4th U.S. Cavalry
Regiment out of Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

Before they were married, Adam was already serving
in the military as a cavalry scout. In 2003 to 2004, he
was serving in Iraq and was involved in the heavy
fighting in both Najaf and Fallujah.

During this time, the young couple tried to stay in
touch, but Adam could not call home very often.

“I was really scared and did not understand the Army
before. He would call at different times and so I thought
he was lying about what he was doing,” she said.

Before his tour in Iraq was over, Elaine made the
decision to join the military. She broke the news to
Adam over the phone.

“I enlisted in November 2004, right out of high
school. When I told him, he did not like it,” she said.

After the shock of the news wore off, Adam did what
any Soldier does for his buddy; he gave her advice and
shared his knowledge and experience.

“He told me what it was like for him in the military.
So I thought being with him I knew what the military
was like,” she said.
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Specialist Adam Sandoval kisses his wife, Spc. Elaine Sandoval
outside his room at Forward Operating Base Sykes. The dual
military spouses are deployed to Iraq with the 3rd Squadron, 4th
Cavalry Regiment, from Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

Like so many family members who believe they
are serving vicariously through their military spouse,
Elaine assumed she was prepared for her service
commitment.

“But I realized I did not know what the military was
really like, not like I do now that I am in the Army,”
she said.

Elaine talked about the long hours and the hectic
schedules and the rules and regulations that to her,
did not make much sense, but as a Soldier, she had to
follow. She said that even making time to spend with
Adam was challenging.

After she graduated from training, the young couple
was able to get stationed in Hawaii after Adam reenlisted
for his fiancé’s first duty assignment. They later married
on the beach in October 2005. Today the only sand the
dual military couple walks along side-by-side is the
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Specialists Elaine and Adam Sandoval share their affections in the evening sun at Forward Operating Base Sykes near Tal Afar.
Both are assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment from Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

sand of Iraq’s Ninewa province.

Elaine believes serving alongside
her husband has strengthened their
marriage.

“Now that I am in the army and
serving in Iraq, I understand a lot
more of what he was and is going
through with his career and during
this and his last deployments,” she
said.

During this deployment, Adam
is the squadron commander’s
driver. That job among other duties
inherent to the position requires that
he drive off the safety of the base
almost everyday at a moment’s
notice. Those types of missions have
her worried about her husband’s
well-being.

“I have not gotten used to it, but
I don’t think about him out there,
otherwise [ will drive myself crazy,”
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she said.

Having her husband by her side
has affected her job performance.

“I do a better job out here because
I know that I will see him if he is not
out on a mission,” she said.

Even though the newlyweds can
spend their meals together, unit
policy dictates they will not share
their nights together. Under their
commander’s policy, Soldiers of the
opposite sex will not live together,
married or not.

“We both enlisted, why can’t
we live together? Why make life
harder? We chose to be in the same
unit so that when our turn came to
deploy we could do it together,” she
said.

At that moment Sandoval seemed
to consider her last remark.

“We are blessed to be together. A

lot of other couples are out here and
are apart,” she said.

As for their future, Elaine said
that for now they are concentrating
on their financial future and planning
for a family.

FOB MAREZ

Across a conference table sat Spc.
Johnnette Smith, a small woman
with a big smile. By her side sat Sgt.
Andre Smith, who had just gotten
off shift and a bit tired but shared
his wife’s gift of a warm smile.

When she joined the military
three years ago, Johnette was 19-
years-old and a mother of two.

“I joined the Army to support my
children,” she said. “When I did, I
realized that I would have to leave
my family back in Augusta, Ga.,
until I could be reunited with my
children.”

SEe WIVES, page 13
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Army platoon enters uncharted territory

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
STAFF SGT. ANTONIETA Rico
5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

SHARQOT, Irag—In a moment
reminiscent of the first triumphant
days of the Iraq war, American
Soldiers walked through a crowd
of cheering Iraqi children. On a
dirt road in the village of Sharqot,
the children whistled loudly for the
Soldiers, then, remarkably, broke
into applause.

Surprised, 1st Lt. Michael E.
Havey Jr. beamed at the cheering
crowd.

“That was pretty monumental,”
said Havey, platoon leader of 3rd
platoon, Battery A, 5th Battalion,
82nd Field Artillery Regiment.
“[Before] they wouldn’t even give
us a wave.”

Sharqot, a town about 60 miles
south of Mosul, is new territory for
Soldiers of 5-82 FA, 4th Brigade

Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division.

The people of Sharqot have
remained mostly unexposed to
Coalition Forces since the beginning
of the war, said Havey, which means
they have a chance at a fresh start
with the Iraqi people.

“Now that we own it...I’m trying
to work with the people so that they
understand that I’'m there to help
them, not hurt them, with my forces,”
said Lt. Col. Robert McLaughlin,
battalion commander.

So the Soldiers of 3rd Platoon,
Battery A are patiently trying to win
over the people of Sharqot. They
hope their concentrated efforts will
pay off, not only in earning the
respect of the townspeople, but also
in stopping terrorists from spreading
their influence.

“It’sahard process down there, and
our Soldiers are working patiently,”
said Sgt. 1st Class Gabriel Boyd,
platoon sergeant for 3rd Platoon.
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WIVES, cont’d from Page 11

The young matron said another reason she enlisted
was to earn money to pay for college and provide a
better future for her family.

Though she had hoped to reunite with her children
after completing her initial training as information
systems operator and analyst, Johnette’s first duty
station was an unaccompanied one-year tour at Camp
Walker, Taegu, Korea.

As fortune would have it, it was there in foreign
country she met and married her husband, Andre. Soon
after their wedding, Johnette learned she was pregnant
with her third child, Arianna.

After their tour in Korea, the couple was stationed at

Family photos of Specialists Johnette and Andre Smith and their three
children, AJ, age 4 Angel, age 3 and Arianna, age 1 at the time of the
Pphoto. The dual military couple is deployed to Iraq with the Special Troops
Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, near Mosul.
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Fort Bliss with their children until both were deployed
to Iraq at the end of 2006. Currently, the Soldiers are
assigned to Special Troops Battalion, 4th Brigade
Combat Team, Ist Cavalry Division, operating at FOB
Marez, just outside of Mosul.

Johnette, now 21, is happy that she is with her spouse
and makes every effort to spend as much time together
as possible despite working in different jobs. Andre is a
military policeman and most times his shift differs from
her duty hours.

“When I see him, I focus on him and our relationship
and our family,” Smith said.

When they spend that precious time together, Johnette
said they talk about their children; A.J., 4,
Angel, 3 and Arianna, almost a year old
when the couple deployed in November.
She says she is grateful to have her husband
there to lean on when the separation from
their children gets to be too much to
handle.

“We try to talk to (the children) by
webcam everyday,” she said. “We share
photos and even dance with them. When
we hang up we both share a big sigh and
quietly walk back to our room holding
onto one another.”

After a short pause, Smith looks up
and said that being deployed together has
strengthened their union. They talk about
their future. They talk about their children.
They do not talk about the stress of their
jobs, they do not let themselves slip into
compromising situations and they avoid
talking about the camp gossip; unless she
thinks it is really good.

“Being deployed together definitely
had made our marriage strong. We have
grown to trust and love one another even
more. But more important we share an
understanding civilians or non-deployed
spouses may never find,” Smith said.

Today more than 20,000 dual-military
couples currently serve in the U.S. Army.
Seventy-nine percent are in joint domicile
assignments. Hundreds are deployed
together to different theaters of operation
around the world.
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MEDCAP treats more than 400 Iraqi women, children

STORY AND PHOTO BY
1st LT. KENDRA EVERS
27th BSB Public Affairs Representative

NINEWAPROVINCE,Irag—The
3rd Iraqi Army Division, along with
the 3rd IA Military Transition Team,
conducted a Medical Civic Action
Project mission throughout several
villages in outlying communities
surrounding Mosul, Iraq.

After discovering many Iraqi
women and children were in need of
medical assistance, the IA division
and their Coalition counterparts
asked Capt. Keary Johnston,
physician’s assistant, C Company,
27th Brigade Support Battalion, to
help.

Assisting  Johnston was Spc.
Hadji, a female medic who was also
an Iraqi interpreter.

“This was the first time I'd
ever been provided with a female
interpreter,” Johnston exclaimed,
“and it was great!”

The group visited three villages
in just two days and saw over 400
women and children.

“It was the most well-supplied
MEDCAP I’d ever participated in,”
said Johnston about all the medical
supplies the Iraqi government
purchased with their funds.

The villages they visited were
Mahmudia, Al Walaid, and Quasar
Sericke. As well as examining
women and children, Johnston and
Hadji helped train the Iraqi medics
in treating patients.

The Iraqi Army commander
in charge of the MEDCAP took
names down of Iraqis that were
found to have a chronic illness,
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Iraqi women and children wait outside in the village of Quasar Seriche to be medically
evaluated by Capt. Keary Johnston, physician’s assistant, and Spc. Janis Haji, combat
medic, both assigned to C Company, 27th Brigade Support Battalion.

and they discovered that there was
a great need for wheelchairs in the
communities also.

The MiTT team that is attached
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to the 3rd IA Division is leaving in
June, but plan to conduct another
series of MEDCAP missions before
they go.
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(Photo by Sgt. Paula Taylor, 4th BCT, Ist Cav. Div. Public Affairs)
HeadHunter Battalion Soldier Pfc. Adam Bauer, gunner, B Troop, Ist Squadron, 9th Cavalry Regiment,
receives the first-issued brigade safety coin from Command Sgt. Maj. Stephan Frennier. Bauer was on a
combat re-supply mission from the city of Irbil to Forward Operating Base Marez. When the convoy he was
in reached a checkpoint, the convoy commander ordered the vehicles to stop. Immediately after Bauer’s
humvee, second in the order of march, came to a stop, the tactical commander, Maj. James Bird, began to
exit. Bauer stopped him and informed the crew to brace for impact after noticing a light medium tactical
vehicle traveling directly behind their humvee was not slowing down. The LMTV hit Bauer’s vehicle and

pushed them forward into the lead humvee. Bauer’s actions and attention to detail possibly saved Bird and
the rest of his crew from injury.
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Ghost Soldiers discover sec

(U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Thomas Christian, 2-7 Cav)

Garryowen troops Spc. Isaiah Johnson and Pfc. Ryan Kennedy, infantrymen, A Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, are
presented with 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division Coins of Excellence by Ist Sgt. Eric Volk for their part in the discovery of

a large weapons cache in Mosul, Iraq.

STORY BY SGT. PAULA TAYLOR
4th BCT, Ist Cav. Div. Public Affairs

MOSUL, Irag—Two Garryowen troops assigned to
Ghost Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry
Division, each received a brigade coin for a raid that
netted one of the largest weapons caches in the Ninewa
Province.

The cache, which was located in a walled-off compound,
was discovered by Pfc. Ryan Kennedy and Spc. Isaiah
Johnson, both infantrymen assigned to A Company, 2nd
Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment.

HTTP://ELPASOTIMES.TYPEPAD.COM/LONGKNIFE

“Our battalion got [information] that there was a weapons
cache in one of the lots [in the city],” said Kennedy, a
Pequannock Township, N.J. native. “They called us up.
We actually didn’t think we were rolling out until later that
day.”

Kennedy’s platoon arrived in the suspected area and
began taking small arms fire from a mosque across the
street, he said. After they secured the area, they, with the
help of Iraqi Army troops, were able to find and detain 10
suspects before moving into the actual compound where
the cache was believed to be located.

“We pushed forward to continue searching another lot
after another platoon moved up to secure the detainees,”
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ret room, find hidden cache

he said. “There were four garages and a small building
with two rooms in it; one was like a tool room and the
other was like a living area. We cleared the building and
the garages.”

After a brief search by 1st Squad, 1st Platoon Soldiers
of the immediate area, their supervisor, Sgt. Shen O, split
his team up for a more comprehensive search.

“Me and Specialist Johnson went back to the room
that was like a living area and started busting all the floor
tiles,” Kennedy said.

“We saw a sink and tried turning it on,” Johnson, a
Chicago native, explained. “It didn’t turn on. There was
a stove next to it. At the time, we didn’t think anything of
it.”

The two continued busting floor tiles to see if the ground
would give way.

“Once we busted all the tiles, we started getting
frustrated that we weren’t finding anything,” Kennedy
said. “We went and got Lieutenant Miller, our executive
officer, and asked him if he had any ideas. I busted the
sink that was in there and Lieutenant Miller kicked over
the sink base.”

After the sink was knocked out of the way, the three
began taking a closer look at the possibilities.

“Once we broke the sink, we saw there weren’t any
pipes under it,” Johnson explained. “The XO noticed there
was no grout between the tiles.”

“We could tell something was wrong with it because
the tiles under it were real loose,” Kennedy added. “T hit it
with a sledgehammer and it fell through. You could clearly
see some [rocket-propelled grenades], some bags and
different types of munitions. The opening was only about
one foot by one foot. You had to squeeze in, and then there
was a narrow crawl space that you could barely kneel in.
That led to an open room that was about seven foot, by
seven foot, by seven foot. We were overjoyed (to find the
cache). All these months we weren’t finding anything. We
were going on raids, searching vehicles. We were all so
excited. When we saw it, we just started yelling out, ‘Hey,
we found it, we found the cache!””

After discovering the secret room beneath the sink, a
member of the explosive ordnance disposal team, who was
waiting nearby, was called into the compound to check the
hole and cache room for dangers. Once he deemed it was
safe to enter, other troops began arriving to assist in the
removal of the items.
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“There was everything you could name in there,”
Johnson excitedly recalled. “Missiles you shoot helicopters
with, grenades, mines, wiring, cell phones, tons of AK-
47s and ammo. It took us several hours to get it all out. It
made us feel happy finding that stuff, knowing they can’t
use the weapons against us. It was sneaky how they had
it set up, with the sink and the stove. They tried to make
it look like it was a kitchen. We put the clues together and
we figured it out. It made us really happy. We were proud
to have found all this stuff and help get it all out,” Johnson
bragged.

SEE SECRET, next page

(U.S. Army photo by Pfc. Ryan Kennedy, 2-7 Cav)

Executive officer 1st Lt. Michael Miller, A Company, 2nd Battalion,
7th Cavalry Regiment, crawls down into the small hole that leads to
a weapons cache he and two of his troops, Pfc. Ryan Kennedy and
Spc. Isaiah Johnson, discovered during a raid on an abandoned
compound in Mosul, Iraq.
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(U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Shen O, 2-7 Cav)

Garryowen troopers Pfc. Ryan Kennedy and Pfc. Raul Alderete, infantrymen, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, kneel above the
hole leading to one of the largest weapons caches discovered in Mosul, Iraq, since the arrival of the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st

Cavalry Division.
SECRET, cont’d from previous page

Some of the items included in the day’s find were
30 blasting caps, about 250,000 rounds of small arms
ammunition, 25 grenade fuses, 37 high-explosive anti-
tank weapons, 100 unfused grenades, one Iranian PG-7
grenade rocket, six Chinese 7Smm APERS rocket fuses,
13 French 68mm SPAMYV rockets, 72 rocket motors, 10
Iraqi 40mm rockets, 221 mortars, 300 various fuses, 40
pounds of propellant, 50 pounds of detonation cord, 13
PG-7 launchers, 17 AK-47 assault rifles, one Russian
machine gun, two sniper rifles, one PKC machine
gun, 40 million Iraqi Dinar and more than 400 fake
identification cards.

“People can say I found it, but everyone was searching
that day,” Kennedy modestly admitted. “We were all
working really hard. Everyone was covered in sweat
even though it wasn’t that hot. It was back-breaking
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labor. There were other finds, too. They found Iraqi
Dinar and fake IDs in another area. Everyone worked
hard that day, it wasn’t just me and Johnson.”

In recognition for their part in the discovery, Johnson
and Kennedy were given a 4th Brigade Combat Team,
Ist Cavalry Division Coin of Excellence, which was
presented to them by their first sergeant.

“It was a large cache,” said 1st Sgt. Eric Volk. “They
knew it had to be right under their feet. These guys are
very determined to have a positive impact in this area.
You could see it in their faces afterward. They knew
they finally made a difference. These troops had just
recently lost their platoon sergeant (Sgt. 1st Class Russell
Borea). This is one big thing they have done since then.
They’ve got a lot of pride, they’re very strong guys and
I think they feel like they’ve finally achieved that big
step against the insurgency. I couldn’t ask for any better
troops than what I’ve got.”
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U.S. police train Iraqi highway patrol

STORY AND PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. SAMANTHA STRYKER
5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

QAYARRAH, Irag—Law enforcement officers from
the United States are working with Iraqi highway patrol
units, which guard the highway that connects Mosul to
Baghdad, to stop the flow of terrorist supplies between
the Iraqi urban centers.

“My job is to interdict (anti-Iraqi forces) before they
get supplies, north and south along the major supply
routes,” said Lt. Col. Robert

We’re trying to get the Iraqi policemen to realize that, as
a highway patrol officer, it is your duty to maintain basic
security on the entire highway, not just the checkpoints,”
McLearen said.

The station has a shortage of vehicles, fuel and
personnel, which forces the officers to focus solely on
checkpoints along the highway, instead of patrolling the
road.

But part of the job of the IPLO team is showing
the policemen how to be effective despite a lack of
resources.

“We’ve actually taken

McLaughlin, commander
of 5th Battalion, 82nd
Field Artillery Regiment,
responsible for the Qayarrah
arca, about 40 miles south
of Mosul.

To that end, McLaughlin
called on an International
Police  Liaison  Officer
team to come to his area
of operations to work with
Iraqi police officers.

Since their arrival in
Qayarrah two months ago,
the IPLO team has met with

Lt. Col. Robert McLaughlin (right), commander of 5th Battalion,

them out from their station
and done foot patrols up
and down the highway,”
McLearen said.

Other aspects of the
IPLO training with the
highway patrol officers
include teaching the Iraqi
officers how to properly
conduct vehicle searches,
personnel searches and
interviews. They also
teach them to interact
with drivers as they
pass through the traffic

Iraqi police commanders,
including the officers of the

82nd Field Artillery Regiment, his interpreter and the commander
of an Iraqi Highway Patrol unit (center) view on a map a stretch
of highway in Qayarrah which the highway patrol officer is in

control points, read body
language, and do visual

charge of .

two highway patrol stations

searches of the vehicles

in the Qayarrah area, to
advance their training and
stem illegal and terrorist activity along their stretch of
the Mosul-Baghdad highway.

“We are here to mentor and advise the Iraqi police,”
said IPLO team member James A. McLearen, a former
deputy sheriff who served in North Carolina and Texas.

Ahighway patrol agency is anew concept in Qayarrah,
McLearen said. Thus, getting the Iraqi stations near U.S.
standards will take a lot of work, he said.

“In all actuality, the only thing it is offering the
community right now is a traffic control point operation,”
said McLearen, referring to one particular station in
charge of a part of the Mosul-Baghdad highway. “They
don’t offer anything that is highway patrol related.
That’s the big challenge for us out there at that station.
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while they are talking
to the people inside the
vehicle, McLearen said.

IPLO members conduct on-site seminars with the
highway patrol officers at their checkpoints.

“At the highway patrol stations, we focus mainly on
on-the-job training,” McLearen said, “Then we will step
back, we will mentor, we will watch, we will observe
and we will intervene,” he said.

The IPLO team will work with the highway patrol
stations until they believe the stations are self-sufficient,
based on an assessment checklist. The stations will be
considered independently effective when they have
reached the level where they have the personnel and
equipment necessary to work, and are actually working
on their own.
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Northern Iraqis
blanketed with
‘heart and soul’

STORY AND PHOTOS BY 1ST LT. KENDRA EVERS
27th BSB Public Affairs Representative

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
MAREZ, Irag—Mail clerks in the 27th
Brigade Support Battalion mail room
have been noticing a steady stream of
boxes of blankets being shipped to one
of the Soldiers in C Company.

Combat medic Spc. Steve Stephens, a
Portland, Ore., native, with the help of
a blanket drive committee made up of
fellow Soldiers in the BSB, has started
a blanket drive to make a difference in
the lives of the people living in northern
Iraq.

“There are a large number of displaced
Iraqis living in Mosul and the surrounding
areas that don’t have a lot and could use
a blanket or two,” Stephens explained.
“Soldiers Helping Those in Need—
Iraq is a mission of the heart and soul.
Thousands of Iraqi people have no heat
or electricity. It is our mission to make
a positive difference in their lives; and
as simple as a blanket may be to those
back home, a blanket to those who have
nothing is more of a necessity than it is
a want.”

The blanket drive initially started as
a toy drive for the orphans of Iraq, but
Stephens found that there was a greater
need for simple items, like blankets. His
goal is to collect 2,000 blankets that will
be distributed to Iraqis in need while on
various humanitarian missions. In order
to reach that goal, Stephens contacted a
representative from www.blankets.com,

= '
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Specialist Steve Stephens, combat medic, C Company, 27th Brigade Support Inc., to see if he could add “Soldiers
Battalion, opens boxes he received in the mail that contain donated blankets March helping those in need—Iraq” as an
13. Stephens will hand out the blankets during humanitarian missions throughout organization on their donation page. The
his unit’s deployment.
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company accepted his request and
quickly added a “Soldiers” link to
their “Donate a blanket” page on
their Web site.

“When I received the e-mail
from Specialist Stephens, I could
tell by his letter that he was a
very compassionate person who
was truly moved by the condition
of the Iraqi people where he was
stationed in Mosul,” said Monica
Barbuscia, general manager,
Blankets.com, Inc.. “I was truly
moved by the fact that he, and
those who would be helping him,
were there in Iraq risking their
lives day after day, yet they had
concern for the Iraqis around
them. It made me cry, it made me
proud to know the kind of people
we have over there representing
the U.S.A., and it made me
want to help in any way I could.
Blankets.com feels honored to be
involved in getting blankets over
to Iraq to help Specialist Stephens
reach his goal of donating at least
2,000 blankets. It is a small thing
compared to what he is doing,”
she said.

The blankets cost just $8.50
including shipping, and are shipped
directly to Stephens in Mosul, Iraq.
Stephens hopes that by keeping the
cost down and making the process
is as easy as few simple clicks. It
will encourage more people to
participate.

“We are hoping for the ripple
effect,” said Stephens. “Once word
gets out about this blanket drive,
we hope that Soldiers will tell
their families, friends, churches,
and other organizations who will
continue to spread the word.”

The blanket drive was started
while it was still cold outside,
Stephens explained, but even
though the weather is starting to get
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warmer, the Iraqi people would still
be able to use a blanket.

“Even during the driving heat
of the summer they can be used as
shelter from the heat, as a pillow,
or even as something to cover the
ground with so they don’t sleep
on the dirt,” Stephens added,
hoping that donations of blankets
continue to increase as rapidly as
the temperature.

In addition to starting the blanket
drive, Stephens has also collected
boxes of school supplies, Beanie
Babies, and hats and gloves from
various donors to give out to the
children of Iraq as well.

His squad leader, Staff Sgt.
Johnny Cheatham, said Stephens is

Combat medic, Spc. Steve Stephens, stops to pose with local Iraqi children during his unit’s
visit to several villages in northern Iraq to hand out humanitarian supplies. Stephens, a
Portland, Ore., native, is collecting blankets on his personal time to distribute to the local
people while he is deployed.

one of those people who naturally
has an eagerness to help others.
“He’s like a big kid at heart,” smiled
Cheatham. “He is one of the most
highly-motivated individuals I’ve
ever met.”

Stephens’ platoon sergeant, Sgt.
Ist Class Warren Wright, agreed
with Cheatham and added “Stephens
epitomizes selfless service.”

“I think it’s a great thing for new
Soldiers coming into the Army to be
so eager to help others,” said 1st Sgt.
Christopher Coleman, C Company,
27th BSB. “It’s a trait more people
should have, not just Soldiers.”
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The common theme in her comments is her support of
the troops.
Posted by: Steven Lodahl |

Just want every one to know our thoughts and prayers
are with them all as they serve, and we all care about

them all!! and waiting to hear more bogs please keep

them coming.

Posted by: barbie davis |

Usually i listen to N P R for my news rather than

the bad only b/s that is piped into everyone’s home
every night. i have learned about what good things
are being done in your part of the world by reading
the long knife legend. there is never any news about
good things going on in iraq in the main stream news
media. good job to all of you for letting the rest of the
world know about what good is being done dispite the

DA( ond Ol O N1aVE 10 WOIrK W 9
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do!
Posted by: Donna Rogers |

Thanks for keeping the wives inform about what s go-
ing on...we do apppreciate all your sacrifices....keep
up the good work.

Wife of Sgt. Baiz

Posted by: Susana |

Thank you for your service. I came via Bill Roggio/
Chris’s report from Mosul.

I’m going to bookmark your blog.

Are any of you guys at AnySoldier.com?

Posted by: Agnieszka O. |

I would just like to make a great big HOOAH shout
out to my hubby spc johnson... Honey we love you and
miss you so much. I wish our r&r didn t have to end,

. P
9, ne Kla 171
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FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

Countryside townhomes for sale

Fire extinguishers, satellite TV, bottled water, privacy walls and
wooden decks are some of the popular features of the townhomes.

These new townhomes will be available this fall. Reserve  Graveled, private parking just outside the townhome complex is
yours now. Price is just $524,000 and includes all utilities. available for each unit.

Comfortable, cozy townhomes available in quiet, secure neighborhood, just outside the Mosul,
Iraq, city limits. Nestled behind lush, green, rolling hills, these affordable townhouses would
make a great home for a first-time buyer, or anyone interested in having a unique family vacation
property. Each comes equipped with electrical outlets, heat and air conditioning. Running water,
bathrooms and showers are right around the corner from the main property. Private parking areas,
24-hour security patrols, and satellite TV comes with each townhome. Landscaping is easy to
maintain because it’s all gravel, with no grass to cut. Shopping, restaurants and airport are all
just minutes away. Stop dreaming and own a piece of the future at a promising vacation hot-spot.
Reserve yours now. These units will sell FAST. Priced at just $524,000 each.

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY
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HORSEMEN NEWS

(U.S. Army photo courtesy of 1-17th Cavalry)
(U.S. Army photo courtesy of 1-17th Cavalry) Aircraft structural repairer, Sgt. Tillmah Wilson, makes repairs to an
OH-58D helicopter. Wilson, a Memphis, Tenn., native, is assigned to B
Company, 122 Aviation Support Battalion, 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade,
based out of Fort Bragg, N.C.

Aircraft ~ armament/electronic/avionic  systems
repairer, Sgt. Christopher Thomas, D Troop, Ist
Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, and Columbus,
Miss., native, performs a functions check on the OH-
58D helicopter’s .50 caliber machine gun.

(U.S. Army photo courtesy of 1-17th Cavalry)
A mechanic, Pfc. Adam Willford, works on a heavy
m " | expanded mobility tactical truck. The Shelbyville, Ky.,

(U S Army photo courtesy of 1-17th Cavalry) hative is assigned to E Troop, Ist Squadron, 17th Cavalry

An Antioch, Tenn., native, Spc. Davis Hannon, aircraft refueler, E Regtment
Troop, 1st Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, fuels a UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopter so the crew can continue with their mission.
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HEADHUNTER NEWS

STORY COMPILED BY SGT. PAULA TAYLOR
4th BCT, Ist Cav. Div. Public Affairs

You do not have to go far to find Soldiers who
have a good luck charm or something with significant
meaning that they keep with them at all times here in
Iraq.

Soldiers from the 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry
Regiment are no different and are not shy about
showing off the things that bring them not only
comfort, but according to some, good luck.

Rank does not seem to matter on the subject like
this one. Soldiers in all
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away, and to make his ring fit her finger, she had it
cut,” she explained. “The day I left Laguna Beach,
Calif., she gave it to me.” Klass said she never goes
anywhere without her five charms.

Some lucky charms are pieces of clothing, like the
one kept by Pfc. Joshua Golden, another member of
the 1-9 Cav. PSD.

“I'have lucky boxers,” he said, adding that the Texas
Longhorns are featured on the favorite shorts.

Golden explained he had the boxers on when he
went out on a mission and was shot at one day. Since
he survived the incident, he now considers them to be
lucky.

Soldiers with children

grades seem to have some
sort of good luck charm.

Indirect fire infantryman
Pfc. Ricardo Mendoza,
who is on the explosive
ordnance disposal team’s
quick-reaction force for the
1-9 Cav., proudly displays
and tells the story of his
crucifix, which he said
came from his mom.

Aside from it being a
symbol of his faith, its
sentimental value makes it
even more special because,
he boasts, it was blessed by
a priest in Mexico.

Motor transport operator
Spc. KaelynKlass, assigned
to the personal security
detachment, has five lucky
charms. Each one, she

sometimes have a
different type of good
luck item, like the one
Staft Sgt. Jorge Monge,
1-9 Cav. retention
noncommissioned officer,
keeps with him, which is
an Army book his children
made entitled, / Love My
Daddy Because.

Specialist Joseph
Middlebrooks, another
indirect fire infantryman
on the 1-9 Cav. EOD
QREF, proudly keeps hold
of his Rosary, given to
him by his aunt at Camp
Pendleton, Calif..

“I went on leave
February eleventh
through March first and
she gave it to me over

said, has an emotional

Indirect fire infantryman Pfc. Ricardo Mendoza, currently

leave.”
For these

significance to it. The most
intriguing one is her piece
of a wedding ring.

“My friend’s dad passed
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serving on the explosive ordnance disposal team’s quick-
reaction force, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry Regiment, holds his
Rosary that was blessed by a priest in Mexico and given to him
by his mother.

Soldiers,
things that mean so much,
seem to bring a level of
comfort in a dangerous
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(U.S. Army photo courtesy of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment)

2-7 CAVALRY TROOPS PULL FOR ONE ANOTHER

Garryowen troop, Spc. James R. Greer I1, guides his donkey rider, Pfc. Michael R. Hughes, both of Headquarters Platoon, E
Company, to the finish line during the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment’s Platoon of the Month competition on Forward
Operating Base Marez, Iraq. The race, which included six teams of two participants, was the idea of Command Sgt. Maj. James

Pippin, senior enlisted Soldier for 2-7 Cavalry. This event was one of many the Platoon of the Month competition. Other
winners for the month were the Soldiers of Headquarters
h

events included a football toss, tire race, litter carry, and tug-of-war. The
Platoon, E Company. &
7

'R

g
)
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THUNDER HORSE NEWS ¢

StoRY BY 1ST LT. NICHOLAS PAOLINI
2-12 Cav. Public Affairs Representative

BAGHDAD—Before the sun came up over northern
Ghazaliya, a weapons cache was discovered as the
result of a tip from a resident in this western Baghdad
district.

conducting the raid.

Finding nothing at the target house, the patrol went
to the house next door. While searching that house,
Rhea’s troops found two automatic weapons, one pistol,
one hand grenade, and a large amount of ammunition.

Also found inside the house were roadside bomb-
making materials.

The house was occupied by two males who were

| . ]

— taken into custody by
the Fort Bliss, Texas,
Soldiers for further
questioning.

The discovery of
the cache was within
eyesight of the Joint
Security Stationlocated
in Ghazaliya. The JSS
1s an integral part of
the new security plan.
It is jointly run by the
Iraqgi and American
forces and has been
credited with several
success stories in the
few shorts weeks it has
been operational.

Since the creation
of the JSS, violence
in the surrounding
neighborhoods has
been significantly

Soldiers of C Company, 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry Regiment, confiscate several items during an

early-morning raid as part of the new Baghdad security plan.

Soldiers from Company C, 2nd Battalion, 12th
Cavalry Regiment conducted the early-morning raid as
a part of the new security plan for Baghdad.

“As we were dismounting to conduct the raid, I felt
something was wrong with the house adjacent to the
target house,” said 2nd Lt. Joel Rhea, the platoon leader
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reduced. The capture
of two militia members
and the confiscation of
their weapons is hoped
to result in the level of
violence being further reduced.

Rhea said the emergence of helpful tips, like the
one which led to the discovery of a cache, from local
residents is leading to a greater number of weapons
confiscations and suspect detentions.
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NIGHT STALKER NEWS

STORY AND PHOTO BY 2ND LT. SEAN BOWEN
3-4 Cav. Civil Affairs Officer

The Soldiers of A Troop, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry
Regiment left their combat outpost early one morning
to deliver school supplies and fun to Iraqi children in
nearby villages.

As the patrol entered the village of Cheri, dozens of
Iraqi children, some as young as 4 years old, chased
after the vehicles and waved to the troopers. Once the
patrol stopped, Capt. Greg Lee, commander, A Troop,
quickly dismounted his vehicle and walked with Capt.
Paul Grimm, team leader, 403rd Civil Affairs Battalion
and Coral Springs, Fla. native, to meet with the village
muktars.

Meanwhile, the Iraqi children encircled the lead
vehicle in anticipation of what surprises the Americans
might have brought with them.

The group of children then turned into a giggling
melee as more children raced from across the village to
catch candy being thrown out by Cpl. Bobby Joe Fron,
a gunner from Ranger, Texas.

Fron said he enjoys seeing the children scramble
over each other, eager to get at the candy. “I believe
that every child here deserves a chance to smile,” said
Fron.

According to Fron, they hand out all sorts of items
on missions like these, such as stuffed animals, candy,
soccer balls, school supplies, and other small toys.
When asked why missions like these are so important,
Fron replied without hesitation, “These missions let the
Iraqis know we are their friends and not their enemy.”

While Lee and Grimm had tea and discussed business
with the village muktars, Pfc. Brandon Nelson, a
humvee driver from Gilbert, Ariz., tossed a football
with an Iraqi teenager. One particularly good throw sent
the ball flying into the dirt far away, only to be tackled
and piled on by many other Iraqi children. Nelson said
he enjoys lending a hand by bringing fun to the local
children. “Coming from a place where people don’t
have much, it’s nice to help out,” he said.

Shortly after the meeting with the muktars was over,
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Corporal Bobby Joe Fron, gunner from Ranger, Texas, tosses
candy to Iraqi children, while Staff Sgt. Samuel Davison, project
noncommissioned officer of the 403 Civil Affairs Battalion and a
native of Philadelphia, looks on with A Troop’s interpreter.

Lee and Grimm handed out stuffed animals and school
supplies to each of the children, whose faces lit up with
instant excitement on receiving the smallest Beanie
Baby, or even a pen.

Once all the items had been distributed, Lee ordered
the patrol to prepare to move out to the next village. As
they began to leave the town, dozens of children lined
the road to wave goodbye to the troopers as they passed.
After the town faded from view, Nelson remarked,
“These are my favorite missions because they really
make me feel good about what we are doing here.”

APRIL 2007



BLACK DRAGON NEWS @

Mirror, mirror on the wall...

(U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Antonieta Rico, 5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment)

Cannon crewmember Sgt. Evan Martin, A Battery, 5th Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery Regiment, pulls security
during a visit by his platoon with a sheik in the village of Sharqot, in the Qayyarrah region of Iraq. The 5-82 FA is
part of the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, out of Fort Bliss, Texas.
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TASK FORCE READY NEWS

STB Companies Change Command

SToRY BY 1sT LT. BRIDGETTE BELL
STB Public Affairs Representative

Task Force Ready recently experienced three
company changes of command. These mark the first
changes of command in the battalion since the brigade’s
deployment to Iraq. A Company changed command
on Feb. 14, 2007. On a crisp, bright afternoon, the
seventeen-month ~ command
of Capt. Scott D. Linker of
Long Island, N.Y., came to
an end. Linker thanked his
Soldiers, for their untiring
work ethic and dedication to
the company.

“Never have I seen Soldiers
do so much in so little time.
I’m proud to have served with
them and trust that they will
continue to excel and do great
things for the brigade in the
future,” said Linker.

Lt Col. Marvin Hedstrom,
commander, Special Troops
Battalion, thanked Linker
for his hard work as the A
Company commander and
welcomed Capt. William Bell,
originally of Queens, N.Y., to
the Vigilant Battalion.

New company commanders
also assumed command of
the STB’s Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, and C
Company on March 16, 2006.
The incoming commander for
HHC, Capt Kenneth P. Selby
of San Rafael, Calif., transitioned from the brigade
operations, training and plans section, S-3.

Hedstrom,

Marez, March 17, 2007.

(U.S. Army photo by Command Sgt. Maj. Ronald Cook, STB)

Special Troops Battalion commander, Lt. Col. Marvin
passes the C Company guidon to the new
commander of the company, Capt. Donald Kim, during a
change of command ceremony at Forward Operating Base

command,” said Spc. Nicole L. Steinbring of Cayce,
S.C. “I can tell that he is helpful and ready to work
with the Soldiers in the company.” Selby’s company
continues to work hard ensuring the combat readiness
of the entire task force and taking on vital missions to
enforce customs and border operations at the Iraqi-
Syrian border. Recently, Selby and 1st Sgt. Willie
Brown, his top enlisted Soldier, traveled to the border
to promote Spc. Michael Wagner, combat medic, to

sergeant.
Taking command for
C Company, was Capt.

Donald Kim of Honoluluy,
Hawaii, who said he is
very honored to command
C Company. “I thank the
senior  noncommissioned
officers and Soldiers for all
the training and sustained
operations they  have
accomplished thus far and
look forwardto futuretraining
and continued recognition of
Charlie Company Soldiers.”

C Company operates and
guards the Mosul Detention
Facility (MDF), processing
the local anti-Iraqi forces
captured by the brigade.
Since taking over the MDF,
the company has received
and processed over 500
detainees. C Company
represented the brigade
during a combined Multi-
national Command-Iraq and
Multi-national Forces-Iraq
inspection of the facility on
March 16,2007. There were no faults noted during the
inspection. Hedstrom noted “this was a reflection of the

“We started working with him before the change of super job done by all of the [C Company] Watchdogs.”

30 HTTP:/ELPASOTIMES.TYPEPAD.COM/LONGKNIFE

APRIL 2007



ROUGH RIDER NEWS

STORY AND PHOTO BY
1st L1. KENDRA EVERS
27th BSB Public Affairs Representative

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE MAREZ, Iraqg—Staff Sgt.
Reuben Cortez, support operations
transportation =~ noncommissioned

Staff Sgt. Reuben Cortez, support operations transportation noncommissioned officer-in-charge
for the 27th Brigade Support Battalion, receives an Army Commendation Medal from Brig.
Gen. Francis Wiercinski, 25th Infantry Division deputy commanding general for support, for
his part in the discovery of over $3 million worth of Army equipment that had been abandoned
on Forward Operating Base Marez from previous units assigned to the FOB.
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officer-in-charge for the 27th
Brigade Support Battalion, earned
an Army Commendation Medal,
awarded by Brig. Gen. Francis
Wiercinski, 25th Infantry Division
deputy commanding general for
support.

Staff Sgt. Cortez worked side-by-
side with Sgt. 1st Class Jacqueline
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Army Commendation Medal awarded to Rough Rider

Washington, the container manager
for the 4th Brigade Combat Team,
1st Cavalry Division.

Cortez and Washington are the
only two transportation management
coordinators in the 4th BCT, and
they had a huge job on their hands.

They recovered over $3 million
worth of Army equipment and
supplies from approximately
300 storage containers that
were left here from previous
units and long-forgotten.

The excess supplies that
were discovered from them
were mostly repair parts for
different types of equipment,
but there were also office
supplies and construction
materials recovered.

“It was important that we
recovered these supplies to
get them back into the Army
supply system, especially for
the surge of troops that will
be going to Baghdad,” said
Cortez.

He was awarded the medal
atthe Base Defense Operations
Cell on FOB Marez, and
recognized for his work along
with Spc. Marquise Clarke of
A Company who received a
Certificate of Achievement for
his outstanding performance
as a forklift operator for the
operation.
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