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New mentors arrive at new ANA hospital

MAZAR-E-SHARIF – It’s a new team for a new 
hospital. A new Navy medical embedded training 
team has just begun working in one of the Afghan 
National Army’s newest regional hospitals, located 
here at Camp Shaheen. 

There are only two Navy METTs currently 
working in Afghanistan, and most of the members 
on this team are volunteer individual augmentees 
from California. The team includes: nurses, X-
ray technicians, lab technicians, an anesthetist, a 
pharmacist and medical administrators.

The volunteers trained for three months at Fort 
Riley in Kansas before they arrived in Afghanistan 
to mentor the ANA medical staff at the northern 
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regional military hospital. 
When they arrived they were pleasantly surprised, 

for many reasons. The living and working conditions 
are better than what many of the team members 
have had in the field before. Two of them, having 
served in Iraq, already recognize the difference in 
terms of security and positive interaction with the 
Afghans.

“Training in Fort Riley prepared us for the worst,” 
Petty Officer 1st Class Mark Falsario explained.

Another surprise was how well the new hospital 
was already doing. It wasn’t what the team expected 
for an impoverished country which has survived 
almost thirty years of war. The staff has also proved 
their professionalism.

See Medics next page

Paying tribute: Servicemembers assigned to 
the Combined Security Transition Command-
Afghanistan and coalition partners pay tribute 
to Army Col. James W. Harrison Jr. and Army 
Master Sgt. Wilberto Sabalu Jr. during a cer-

emony that dedicated two housing complexes 
in their names at Camp Eggers Sept. 26. Harri-
son and Sabalu were killed May 6 by small-arms 
fire near Pole-e-Charki. They were assigned to 
CSTC-A’s Detention Capability Directorate.
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“These guys (Afghan lab technicians) are very 
good at what they do,” said Chief Petty Officer 
Robert Garcia. “If you go fast, they’ll keep up.”

The team’s first order of business was to establish 
relationships with a hospital staff that had a 
reputation for friendliness with their previous 
mentors. The simple act of drinking tea with the staff 
showed the team how important those relationships 
really are. 

The hospital commander, Col. Dr. Mohammed 
Asif Bromand appreciates help from the METT and 
welcomed them to the facility. “I’m so happy to see 
you,” he told them. “Don’t think of yourselves as 
foreigners here.” 

After only a week of observation, the team knew 
they were right where they were needed. 

“The Navy has given up medical people for a good 
cause,” said Cmdr. Sandra Mason. 
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Cmdr. Paul Arp (right) greets two of the medical 
staff at the Afghan National Army’s hospital at 
Camp Shaheen. 
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HERAT – Instead of doctors making house 
calls, nearly 2,000 Afghans from 11 surrounding 
villages paid a visit to Camp Zafar in Herat to 
receive much needed medical treatment and 
care. 

As part of the Civil Medical Assistance program, 
Afghan National Army doctors teamed up with 
coalition doctors from nearby Camp Stone to 
provide free medical treatment from Sept. 20 to 
25. The CMA mission was a cooperative effort 
between coalition forces and the Government 
of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, said 
Army Lt. Col. Leon B. Altman, the civil affairs 
representative for Afghan Regional Security 
Command - West.

“This is wonderful,” said Lt. Cmdr. Bruce 
Deschere, a member of the Medical Embedded 
Training Team who mentors at the West Regional 
Military Hospital here, “we saw like 600 people 
yesterday (Sept. 23).” 

Medical personnel faced a variety of cases; 
“everything under the sun,” Deschere said. Some 
cases were new, and some have existed for more 
than 10 years.

American, Italian and Romanian doctors and 
medical personnel assigned as mentors and 
trainers to the ANA hospital and clinical staff 
in Herat used the CMA to help the local Afghan 
army doctors to improve their medical skills and 
help local citizens in need of medical care.

ANA, coalition treat 
2,000 villagers in Herat
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