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See MEDCAP next page

ZHARI DISTRICT – Locals from 
a remote village north of the southern 
tip of Highway One lined up by the 
hundreds for a chance to receive 
medical attention from coalition forces 
Oct. 26.

A handful of physician assistants and 
combat medics from all over Kandahar 
Province planned the Medical Civil 
Action Program for the area based 
on recommendations from the police 
mentor team in Zhari District.

When a PMT visited this village in 
the northern Zhari desert a few weeks 
ago, they found that this MEDCAP 
was essential. So its team leader, Army 
Capt. Hunter Hill, initiated the request 
and created a plan to build a school 
and at least two wells in a central part 
of the village that houses some 7,000 
Afghan families. 

“I think it’s important to not only 
bring medical care to the villages, but 
also to build things like schools and 
wells because that area is completely 
separated from the rest of society,” 
said Hill.

Army Maj. Charles Blankman, Capt. 
Maureen Sevilla and 1st Lt. Nathan 
Marsh treated the locals for acute and 
chronic medical problems, passed out 
medications and provided instruction 
for proper use. If the ailment went 
beyond the capabilities of the medics, 
though, they were referred to a local 
medical facility for further treatment.

Coalition troops 
provide medical 
care for villagers
by Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian 
P. Seymour
CSTC-A Public Affairs

GARDEZ – Afghan National 
Security Forces continue to move from 
supporting roles to lead roles. They 
recently demonstrated their leadership 
skills by planning operations in Gardez 
to secure their country.
During a recent rehearsal operations 

planning meeting at Camp Thunder, 
the Afghan National Army and Afghan 

ANSF plans operations while 
coalition forces step back
by Marine Staff Sgt. Luis P. 
Valdespino Jr.
CSTC-A Public Affairs

National Police put themselves in lead 
roles, counting on coalition troops only 
for support and mentorship.
All the operations planning was 

briefed and discussed in Dari by 
ANA and ANP planners. American 
soldiers present quietly listened in by 
headphone as an interpreter translated.
The speakers discussed tactics for 

securing areas, defeating anti-ANSF 
insurgents and meeting logistical needs 

See ANSF next page

Sumo bout: Army Staff Sgt. Michael Stack (left) and Pete Ew-
chuck sport their costumes during a Halloween celebration at 
Camp Eggers Oct. 31. The celebration included a concert by the 
U.S. Central Command Air Forces’ Desert Ramblers, pumpkin 
carving contest and scavenger hunt.
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“This was one of the better 
MEDCAPs that I’ve ever done,” said 
Blankman.  “It went pretty smoothly, 
and we saw a lot of people.  We usually 
don’t see that many people in that 
timeframe.”

The MEDCAP is also referred to 
as a village medical outreach, and 
is designed to both help ailing local 
citizens and earn their trust in coalition 
and Afghan forces. It’s a valuable 
program designed to turn locals in 
favor of their security forces and 
coalition mentors.

The main thing these people want is 
security, Hill said. 

“This place needs to be cleared of 
the bad guys before we can safely and 
properly rebuild it,” he said.

MEDCAP
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Army Maj. Charles Blankman (left), a physician’s assistant in Kanda-
har, and Army Sgt. Alexander Foxworth, Zhari district police mentor 
team, help a disabled elderly Afghan woman into her wheelbarrow 
after being treated for chronic back pain. 

during a real operation.
American soldiers offered a few pointers in the presentation 

set-up and methods, but otherwise they stepped back and 
let the ANSF personnel handle all aspects of the planning 
meeting.
“There is a good relationship between the ANA, ANP 

and coalition here,” said Army Col. Barry A. Searle, the 
Regional Corps Advisory Command-East commander.
Taking the lead role in planning and conducting operations 

says a lot about the future of the ANSF and Afghanistan, 
said Searle. Considering the 203rd ANA Corps deputy 
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commander is temporarily in charge of all matters is even 
more significant.
“The staff has been empowered,” said Searle. “They are 

showing capability we have not yet seen in this corps.”
Army Maj. Brian P. Sullivan, operations officer with the 

Brigade Combat Team for Task Force Fury, agreed.
“They’re growing every day,” said Sullivan, from Ft. 

Bragg, N.C.
The ANA and ANP’s willingness to take the lead in 

operations can be attributed to their growing relationship 
and increased capabilities. 
“When we work together, we will accomplish the mission,” 

said ANP Maj. Raz Muhammad Wardak, regional operations 
officer for the command and control office of the Southeast 
Police Headquarters.


