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BY SGT. JASON STADEL

2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. Public Affairs                            

FOB KALSU – A Coalition Force air assault 
mission Dec. 9 led to the detainment of two sus-
pected al-Qaeda in Iraq members and the establish-
ment of a Concerned Local Citizen command post 
in the village of Aby Salman.

Soldiers from Company B, 1st Battalion, 30th 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 3rd 
Infantry Division began Operation Gladiator before 
daylight – a mission to search and clear homes and 
look for suspected al-Qaeda members. 

While setting up an observation post on the roof 
of a house, a local Iraqi rode by on a bicycle. He 
was stopped by U.S. Soldiers and CLCs. The man 
was discovered to be a suspected al-Qaeda sniper.

The Soldiers were excited about the mission. 
“It’s a rush,” said Spc. Gabriel Maldonado, of New 
York City, a team leader in Company B. “This is 
what you train for and this gives us an opportunity 
to do it.”

The company hadn’t been in the area over the 
last month, and the threat of house-borne impro-
vised explosive devices was high.

Most of the homes searched were empty. “The 
bad guys scared all the people away. We haven’t 
been here in a while, so hopefully the people will 
come back,” said 1st Lt. Derrick Anderson, of Fred-
ericksburg, Va.

One of the houses that was cleared is now being 
set up as a CLC command post. The CLC mem-
bers that will work from the command post will be 
residents from the area said Capt. John Newman, 
Company B commander.

“Their knowledge will help us in the area,” New-
man said.
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Photos by Sgt. Jason Stadel
A Soldier from Co. B, 1-30th Inf. Regt. uses a fl ashlight to climb a fl ight of 
stairs during the house-clearing mission near the village of Aby Salmon.

Spc. Luis Cara-
ballo, a New 
York City native 
with Co. B, 1-
30th Inf. Regt., 
searches the 
roof of a house 
in Aby Salmon 
during the 
house-clearing 
mission.
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Beginning Jan. 1, 
2008, the Division 
will shift its focus 
to capacity building. 

However, security will always 
be the number-one mission, 
and we must continue to make 
safety and security our fi rst pri-
ority without being risk averse. 
We will take the 
fi ght to enemy 
every single day 
between now 
and when we re-
deploy.

Our Vanguard 
Brigade Com-
bat Team is in 
the middle of a tough fi ght in 
Kidhr with operation MARNE 
ROUNDUP, and next month 
our Falcon Combat Aviation 
Brigade and our Spartan Bri-
gade Combat Team will team 
up to take the fi ght to enemy 
in operation MARNE THUN-
DERBOLT.

But we cannot afford to 
solely focus on security – we 
must attack all lines of opera-
tion with equal vigor. Multi-
National Division – Center has 
conducted seven division-level 
operations and constructed fi ve 

patrol bases in coordination 
with those operations.

This counterinsurgency fi ght 
cannot be won by us, but by the 
Iraqi people – and that is why 
it is important to build these 
patrol bases. Once we clear an 
area and move in, the Iraqis 
know we are there to stay. And 

for those of you 
who already live 
among Iraqis, you 
know that once 
they understand 
you are going to 
stay with them, 
they are quick to 
bring you infor-

mation. Together, you move 
forward to establish security.

But with security there must 
be stability, and we are going 
to help the Iraqis open shops, 
schools, health clinics, etc. 
And we must help them govern 
themselves. As a result of the 
Concerned Local Citizens pro-
grams, CLC headquarters and 
new local government centers 
are opening, and battalions and 
brigades are working hard to 
link those leaders into the nahia 
and qada councils. At Division, 
we are committed to bringing 

the provincial leaders to your 
areas so Iraqis know their voic-
es are heard, and so the govern-
ment of Iraq is helping to open 
the clinics, install the street 
lights, and transition CLCs into 
the Iraqi Security Forces.

We’re also working gover-
nance and economics at the 
higher levels. In Iskandariyah, 
a cell from the Division is 
working to develop the Iskan-
dariyah Industrial Complex. 
At its height, the complex em-
ployed 36,000 Iraqis but now 
only employs 1,200 Iraqis. If 
we can help the owner get his 

business off the ground again, 
thousands of Iraqis will not 
turn to IED emplacement as a 
source of income.

We are also working mi-
crogrants hard, and many of 
you are the ones making this 
happen. In Jurf as Sakhr, the 
Division’s strategic model 
community, $14,000 helped to 
open 48 shops in less than a 
month. And success stories like 
this are fl ourishing all over the 
battlefi eld. Communities that 
are both secure and stable are 
communities that take owner-
ship of themselves. These are 
the communities that will not 
tolerate violence and the com-
munities that will not harbor 
terrorists.

There is nothing more im-
portant than the security of our 
Soldiers, but as we enter 2008, 
we cannot move ahead without 
developing communities and 
empowering Iraqis to solve 
their own problems.
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Security remains 1st priority; 
capacity building now main focus
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BY SGT. 1ST CLASS STACY NILES

214th Fires Brigade Public Affairs                    

FOB DELTA – He doesn’t stand out in 
a crowd, and his unassuming demeanor 
belies heroic deeds.

On June 9, Pfc. Sean Berry, a 20-
year-old Mineola, Texas, native, with 
the 984th Military Police Company, Fort 
Carson, Colo., distinguished himself by 
risking life and limb to save his fellow 
comrades, earning him a Bronze Star 
Medal with Valor.

“I stayed in the gun fi ring while the 
truck was on fi re. My driver had to get 
out, and I didn’t want him to get shot,” 
said Berry simply. “I had to watch his 
back.”

While traveling to the Al Nahda Iraqi 
Police station, Berry’s convoy came un-
der attack from heavy machine gun fi re. 
Berry engaged the anti-Coalition Forces 
with his M240 B machine gun, which 
was placed in an unprotected position, 
leaving Berry open to enemy fi re. He 

continued to fi re until the convoy broke 
contact with the insurgents, killing sev-
eral insurgents.

As the convoy traveled further, Berry’s 
vehicle caught fi re after it was hit by a 
rocket propelled grenade. Berry stayed in 
the turret of the vehicle providing cover 
for the evacuation of his team mem-
bers and the recovery of sensitive items. 
Perched atop a load of high explosive 
dual-purpose 40mm rounds, Berry con-
tinued to engage the insurgents while 
monitoring the fi re. As the fi re engulfed 
the entire underside and cargo area of 
the vehicle, Berry continued his assault 
against the enemy until he had expended 
all of his ammunition. With all ammo 
gone, Berry secured his M240B machine 
gun and MK19, exited the vehicle and 
headed to the lead vehicle for cover.

After extinguishing the fi re, the team 
attempted to tow the vehicle back to base 
near ad Diwaniyah. The fi re reignited 
after moving barely 75 meters, destroy-
ing the tow strap. Berry and his fellow 

Soldiers went back to the vehicle, extin-
guished the new fi re, attached an impro-
vised tow strap and returned to base. 

A narrative that accompanied his award 
read, “At no time during the 49-minute-
long engagement did Pfc. Berry take in 
consideration his own safety, but instead 
he was intently focused on protecting his 
team, ensuring the welfare of his fellow 
Soldiers and facilitating the recover of 
Army equipment.”

Spc. Amanda Baca, a 984th gunner 
who was on the convoy with Berry when 
the incident occurred, gave a personal 
testimony to his heroism.

 “I think it was a really outstanding 
accomplishment to risk life and limb for 
your fellow Soldiers during combat,” 
Baca said. “It takes a very strong person 
to be able to stay in a burning truck.”

For Berry, the explanation was sim-
ple. 

“I couldn’t let him get shot,” he repeat-
ed, referring to the driver of his vehicle. 
“I had to watch his back.”

Pfc. receives Bronze Star with Valor
Soldier risks life defending fellow Soldiers during convoy attack

Sgt. 1st Class Stacy Niles
Pfc. Sean Berry, a 20-year-old Mine-
ola, Texas, native, with the 984th MP 
Co. with his Bronze Star with Valor. 
He received the medal for his heroism 
during an attack on his convoy June 9. 

‘Marne-y’ Christmas & Happy Holidays

BY SGT. NATALIE ROSTEK 
3rd HBCT, 3rd Inf. Div. 
Public Affairs                         

FOB HAMMER – Sol-
diers of 3rd Heavy Brigade 
Combat Team attended 
a Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony here Dec. 8 to 
welcome the holiday sea-
son.

“I enjoyed the ceremo-
ny; It was very motivating 
and very uplifting,” said 
Staff Sgt. Derrick Mears, 
of Richmond, Va., a com-
munications noncommis-
sioned offi cer in Head-
quarters Co., 3rd Brigade 
Special Troops Battalion.

The ceremony began 
as the Dickens Carolers 
from Columbus, Ga., sang 
Christmas music through a 
live video teleconference.

Col. Wayne W. Grigsby, 
Jr., from Prince George’s 
County, Md., commander 
of 3rd HBCT, said the car-
olers did a great job singing 
for the brigade last Christ-
mas at Fort Benning, Ga. 
One month ago, he had 

the idea for them to sing 
through a live video tele-
conference to the brigade 
this Christmas during the 
tree lighting ceremony.

“I am standing here 
truly amazed,” Grigsby 
said before initiating a 
round of applause to all 
3rd HBCT Soldiers who 
were involved in making 
the ceremony happen. 

“Commo did a great 
job,” Mears said. “They 
put in a lot of hard work, 
and I am proud of them. 
The carolers were great. 
I’m glad they took the time 
out of their busy schedules 
to sing for the Soldiers.”

Grigsby talked to the 
carolers and thanked them 
for their motivation and 
morale, and he let them 
know their time was great-
ly appreciated.

“You don’t know how 
much this means to the 
Soldiers over here to hear 
and see you sing,” Grigsby 
said. “It brings normalcy 
to the tough life we have 
had here for the past nine 

3rd HBCT lights tree, 
welcomes the season

Palm tree stands 
in at Marne Hdqrtrs.

Photos by Spc. Ben Hutto/3rd HBCT Public Affairs
Col. Wayne W. Grigsby, Jr., 3rd HBCT commander, 
and brigade Soldiers wave Chemlights while singing 
Christmas carols during the tree lighting ceremony.

Santa Claus, 
played by 
Maj. Rhett 
Griner, tosses 
candy into the 
crowd of 3rd 
HBCT Sol-
diers during 
the tree light-
ing ceremony.

Sgt. Michael Connors
Task Force Marne Headquarters held its 
palm tree lighting ceremony Dec. 15. 

months. It does our hearts good.”
Grigsby then addressed the Sol-

diers of the 3rd HBCT. He said he 
was proud of everything they have 
accomplished since their arrival in 
April.

 “You are the best brigade com-

bat team in the U.S. Army. You are 
amazing. You are just incredible,” 
Grigsby told the Soldiers. “This is 
the least Command Sgt. Maj. Pear-
son and I can do for you. You guys 
deserve this. You guys earned this.”

After the speech, the crowd gath-

ered around the dark Christmas 
tree, broke out their Chemlights and 
counted down. The tree was lit and 
the crowd cheered.

Special guest Santa Claus, played 
by Maj. Rhett Griner, of Jonesboro, 
Ga., tossed candy to the audience. 
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4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. Public Affairs                              

NORTH BABIL – A joint raid Dec. 7 resulted 
in the detention of 27 suspected al-Qaeda ter-
rorists in a building in north Babil that was sus-
pected to be an al-Qaeda safe house.

The raid was conducted by the Iraqi Army and 
Soldiers with Company B, 2nd Battalion, 502nd 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), currently 
attached to the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd 
Infantry Division. 

Intelligence indicated that the al-Qaeda mem-
bers operating out of the building included high-
value individuals.

The raid was conducted by an air assault. As 
they moved off the helicopter, the Soldiers re-
ceived direct small arms fi re from the direction 
of the building. 

Coalition Forces returned fi re and eventually 
captured the suspects, including one suspect 
who attempted to fl ee and hide in a ditch before 
being captured. That individual turned out to be 
one of the high-value individuals.

“The Iraqi Army did a fantastic job in clear-
ing the objective area,” said Capt. George Mor-
ris, commander of Co. B, 2-502nd Inf. Regt.

“There is no place to hide,” said Lt. Col. Kane 
Barksdale, commander of 1st Battalion, 76th 
Field Artillery, 4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div.

27 suspected AQI detained

BY PFC. AMANDA MCBRIDE

4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. 
Public Affairs Offi ce

FOB KALSU – Soldiers from 
Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 4th Brigade Com-
bat Team, 3rd Infantry Division 
received their Shoulder Sleeve 
Insignia for Former Wartime 
Service during a ceremony held 
here Dec. 5.

The insignia, commonly 
known as the combat patch, was 
presented to Vanguard Soldiers 
in a ceremony that recognizes 
Soldiers deployed to a combat 
zone.

Col. Thomas James, com-
mander of 4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., 
told the Soldiers how special it 
was to be a part of the ceremony. 
James made his way through the 
formation shaking hands and 
personally congratulated each 
Soldier.

“This is a special day for all of 
us,” James said. “You and I wear 
on your right shoulder a patch 
Audie Murphy wore, that Sgt. 

1st Class Paul Smith wore, and 
the thousands and thousands of 
other Marne warriors that served 
in World War I to the present 
have worn.”

After the ceremony, James 
gathered the Soldiers in an im-
promptu horseshoe formation in 
front of the Brigade Headquar-
ters and said the Vanguard Sol-
diers are making history just by 
being here.  

Fourth BCT Command Sgt. 
Maj. Louis Torres echoed James’ 
sentiment and told the Soldiers 
to be proud of the patch they are 
now wearing and wear it with 
pride.

“You earned your combat 
patch, so wear it proud like ev-
erybody else before you did,” 
Torres said. “Do not ever think, 
no matter wherever you work or 
whatever section you work in, 
that you didn’t earn this combat 
patch.”

This is the 4th BCT, 3rd Inf. 
Div.’s second tour in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom since 
its activation in 2004.

Vanguard Co. gets 
combat patch

It’s a Kalsu Christmas

Spcs. Daniel Diaz and Nancy 
Perez look through their Christ-
mas gift bags. Diaz, from Queens, 
N.Y., said having Christmas in 
Iraq makes him appreciate his 
family a little more. “I realize how 
much I love (my family) and miss 
them at this time.”

Spc. Melody Klein from Rose-
mont, Calif., Company A, 2-3 
Brigade Troops Battalion, 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd In-
fantry Division, shows off a copy 
of “Green Acres.” The television 
series was one of the numerous 
items in a Christmas gift bag she 
received. Klein, whose husband 
is stationed with her at FOB 
Kalsu, said she is fi lled with joy to 
be spending Christmas with her 
husband but she still misses her 
family in California.

Sgt. 1st Class Marty Collins
Pfc. Alex Catlett, assigned to HHC, 4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., re-
ceives his combat patch from Staff Sgt. Edwin Morales, also 
with HHC, at a ceremony held at FOB Kalsu.

Courtesy photos
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BY SPC. BEN HUTTO

3rd HBCT, 3rd Inf. Div. 
Public Affairs                                

FOB HAMMER – Using in-
formation provided by Concerned 
Local Citizens, Soldiers from 
Company B, 1st Battalion,15th 
Infantry Regiment, killed two in-
surgents, seized a weapons cache 
and destroyed an enemy strong-
hold during a nighttime air as-
sault in Al Bawi, a small village 
outside of Salman Pak, Dec. 11.

The cache contained mortars, 
grenades, improvised weapon-
making materials and an un-
known explosive compound.

“The Soldiers performed well,” 
said Sgt. 1st Class Patrick Blount, 
from Hampton, Va., the scout 
platoon sergeant, Headquarters 
Company, 1-15th Inf. Regt. “They 
executed the plan as we rehearsed 
it. The biggest part of this and ev-
ery other mission is the rehearsal. 

I tell my guys, ‘This isn’t our fi rst 
air assault, but treat it like it is. 
Every mission is different. Don’t 
get complacent.’” 

Insurgents had been using the 
farmhouse of a displaced fam-
ily to stage attacks on Coali-
tion Forces and rival insurgent 
factions. At the direction of the 
Company B commander, Capt. 
Rich Thompson, from West Palm 
Beach, Fla., Soldiers from Battery 
C, 2nd Battalion, 4th Field Artil-
lery, fi red three 210mm rockets 
from an M270 Guided Multiple 
Launch Rocket System to destroy 
the building with the cache in-
side. The 2-4th FA is out of Fort 
Sill, Okla.

“This air assault helped us sup-
port the Concerned Local Citi-
zens and will help them occupy 
checkpoints,” said Capt. Todd 
Barrett, from Huntington Beach, 
Calif., the scout platoon leader in 
Headquarters Company, 1-15th 

Inf. Regt. “These checkpoints 
will help control extremist activ-
ity.” 

Battalion leaders expressed 
their satisfaction with the suc-
cessful mission.

“Our operations are having a 
profound impact on our area of 
operations and the extremist who 
try to operate within the area, said 
Maj. Steven Delgado, from Los 
Angeles, the 1-15th Inf. Regt. ex-
ecutive offi cer. “We have greatly 
reduced the number of IEDs 
within Task Force 1-15’s area 
of operations, detained or killed 
many extremist leaders, market 
areas are thriving and people are 
no longer afraid to leave their 
homes.”  

The 1-15 Inf. Regt. is part of 
the 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat 
Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort 
Benning, Ga., and has been de-
ployed in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom since March.

Staff Sgt. Jody 
Miller from Sniper 
Section attached 
to Scouts Platoon, 
Headquarters Co., 
1-15th Inf. Regt. 
checks his infrared 
laser mounted on 
his weapon, while 
waiting to fl y out of 
Combat Outpost 
Cahill for the air 
assault mission.

Capt. Todd Bar-
rett (top left) from 
Scouts Platoon, 
Headquarters Co., 
1-15th Inf. Regt. 
points out the lo-
cation of a target 
house on a map 
to Sgt. 1st Class 
Blount, platoon 
sergeant. Soldiers 
(top right) from 
Headquarters Co., 
1-15th Inf. Regt. 
provide security af-
ter being dropped 
off in a fi eld while 
conducting the 
night air assault 
mission in Al Bawi.

Info from CLCs leads 
to night air assault

Photos by Sgt. Timothy Kingston 

A Soldier from 
Scouts Platoon, 
Headquarters Co., 
1-15th Inf. Regt. 
jokes with fellow 
Soldiers while 
riding back on a 
CH-47 Chinook 
helicopter to Com-
bat Outpost Cahill 
after the air as-
sault mission in Al 
Bawi.

MND-C Public Affairs                                                           

BAGHDAD — Iraqi Army and Coalition Forces 
partnered up to launch Marne Roundup, an operation 
focused on fl ushing out al-Qaeda extremists and weap-
ons smugglers operating near Iskandariyah during the 
early morning of Dec. 15. 

The ground assault included Iraqi Army forces and 
Soldiers from the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infan-
try Division. 

“The purpose of Marne Roundup is to defeat al-Qa-
eda in North Babil” by denying them sanctuary and es-
cape routes, Col. Thomas James, commander of the 4th 
BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. told reporters Dec. 9. 

“The plan is designed to catch them as they egress,” 

James said. 
By afternoon, troops had encountered no resistance 

as they moved through the target area. 
In tandem with the start of the offensive, U.S. Sol-

diers destroyed two buildings used by insurgents to 
store improvised explosive device-making materials, 
using a total of 12 Guided Multiple-Launch Rocket Sys-
tem rockets. 

Weapons system video showing the fi rst building 
being destroyed is pending and will be made available 
on the Digital Video and Imagery Distribution System 
(DVIDS) Web site. 

As soon as the target area is secured, U.S. troops will 
begin construction of a new security outpost, Patrol 
Base Khidr. From there, Concerned Local Citizens pro-

grams will be developed in the area and together with 
Iraqi Police, the CLCs will secure major roads leading 
to and from Iskandariyah.

According to the 4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., one of the 
intended effects of the operation is that Iraqi residents 
of the region will witness a demonstration of Iraqi Po-
lice and Army forces standing up to AQI and providing 
services.  

Marne Roundup is the latest in a series of combat of-
fensives launched by Multi-National Division – Center 
Soldiers to squeeze AQI from the areas south and west 
of Baghdad. The operation follows up on the success of 
Marne Courageous, in which Iraqi and Coalition forces 
secured an area on the west bank of the Euphrates River, 
near Owesat.

CF, IA partner to launch Op. Marne Roundup
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BY SGT. 1ST CLASS STACY NILES
214th Fires Brigade Public Affairs

FOB DELTA – With more 
than 1,365 completed missions 
in Iraq, the 984th Military Police 
Company transferred its mis-
sion to the 511th Military Police 
Company Dec. 9 here.

The company’s mission is to 
train Iraqi Police and to conduct 

security operations in support of 
Coalition Forces, said Lt. Col. 
Frank Rangel, Jr., the 720th 
MP Battalion commander. The 
720th is the battalion headquar-
ters of both the 984th and 511th 
MP companies. 

The 984th MPs, from Fort 
Carson, Colo., had more than 
90 incidents of combat action 
in Najaf, Qadisiyah and Wasit, 
said Rangel. The 984th MP Sol-
diers earned nine Purple Hearts, 
97 combat action badges, 25 

Bronze Stars, and two awards 
for valor. 

“This is a joyous occasion for 
the Immortals, but it has been a 
long deployment and it has taken 
its toll. This company has paid 
dearly with the lives of three of 
our Soldiers, and the Soldiers 
standing here in this formation 
have made many personal sac-
rifi ces,” said Capt. Mark Daley, 
commander of the 984th MP Co. 
“We have made a large contribu-
tion to the stability of Iraq and 

the war against terror, but we 
have missed a lot of things back 
home over the last 15 months. 
Now it’s time to go home, and 
mend those relationships that 
have not gotten the full attention 
they deserved over the last 15 
months.”

The 511th MPs from Fort 
Drum, N.Y., are ready to accept 
the responsibilities that have 
been given to them, said Capt. 
Eric Wigley, the 511th MP Co. 
commander.

The 511th assumed police 
transition training duties for Wa-
sit’s Iraqi police station.

“We’ve heard many times that 
we have big shoes to fi ll,” Wig-
ley said. “While that is certainly 
true, my ops sergeant put it best 
when he said that, ‘we have big 
feet’. We’ve trained many long 
days and weeks, and have trav-
eled a long way from home to 
accomplish a mission, and we 
have every intention of doing 
just that.”

Fort Drum MPs assume mission in Wasit
984th MP Co. transfers 
authority to 511th

Soldiers from 984th 
MP Co. render hon-
ors to the U.S. Flag 
during the transfer 
of authority cer-
emony between the 
984th and the 511th 
MP Co. The 511th 
assumed police 
transition training 
duties for Iraqi po-
lice stations in Wasit 
Province.

Photos by
Sgt. 1st Class Stacy Niles

First Sgt. Rodney Bowens (left) and Capt. Eric Wigley, the 
511th MP Co. commander, unfurl the company’s guidon 
Dec. 9 in a transfer of authority ceremony at FOB Delta.

BY SPCS. KRISTEN COLBY AND KRISTA CERETTI

214th Fires Brigade Public Affairs                   

FOB DELTA – In the remote and aus-
tere operating environment here, the abil-
ity to defeat signifi cant ailments keeps 
many Coalition Force Soldiers engaged 
in their mission and preserves limited 
medical evacuation resources for only 
the most severe cases.  

On Dec. 8, Company C, 26th Brigade 
Support Battalion and the 948th Forward 
Surgical Team collaborated with the 
Georgian army to perform oral surgery 
on a 3rd Georgian Brigade soldier. The 
patient arrived at the hospital a few days 
prior with a major oral infection affecting 
multiple teeth and an extreme phobia of 
any kind of dental procedure.

The coordinated efforts of Capt. Jeff 
Scott, Co. C, 26th BSB dental offi cer, 
and the 948th FST prevented the evacu-
ation of the Soldier from FOB Delta to 
Baghdad’s 26th Combat Support Hospi-
tal, a 60-minute trip by air. The medical 
support provided at FOB Delta enabled 
the soldier to return to duty in hours in-
stead of days or weeks. 

Capt. Peter Strube, 948th Forward 

Surgical Team certifi ed registered nurse 
anesthesiologist, put the patient under 
general anesthesia. Scott operated with 
the assistance of Spc. Kristen Colby, Co. 
C, 26th BSB dental technician, and Staff 
Sgt. Carlos Shelton, 984th FST operating 
room technician, under the watchful eye 
of Gelashvili, the Georgian army’s den-
tist. 

“It is a nice feeling to be able to help 

someone who has been in a great deal of 
pain,” Scott said once the operation was 
fi nished. 

As the only U.S. Army dental asset on 
FOB Delta, Scott and Colby routinely 
serve as the last stop for many Coalition 
Forces from places such as the Republic 
of Georgia, El Salvador, and Kazakhstan 
when they are struggling with infections 
and trauma of the mouth and face.  

“Through the use of better facilities, 
technology and training, the C Co., 26 
BSB dental team prevents on average 
more than 50 of the 60-minute MEDE-
VAC fl ights to the CSH per month,” said 
Capt. Bradley Hudson, Company C com-
mander.  “The Crusader Dental Team is a 
real force multiplier for the effort in Wa-
sit Province.”  

Dental team performs combat-zone surgery
Spc. Kristen 
Colby and 
Capt. Jeff 
Scott, both with 
Co. C, 26th 
BSB dental 
team, extract 
teeth while 
Staff Sgt. Car-
los Shelton, 
948th FST 
operating room 
technician, 
assists with 
airway mainte-
nance.
Photo courtesy of 
Co. C, 26th BSB

Georgian Army soldier receives care from Army surgical unit
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BY SGT. KEVIN STABINSKY

2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. Public Affairs                                        

FOB KALSU – The road to economic prosperity 
south of Baghdad is being paved by Soldiers of 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division.

With assistance from 2nd BCT embedded provincial 
reconstruction team, local government councils and 
Iraqi contractors, the task of restoring roads and improv-
ing roads damaged by war is in full swing.

“It’s all about … helping the agricultural market in 
our area,” said Capt. Brian Love, ePRT military liaison.

The area, comprised of Arab Jabour, Hawr Rajab, Al 
Buaytha and Adwaniyah, is mainly agriculturally-based. 
The improvements, which began in October, will help 
farmers move their goods quickly to more markets.

“It opens up these rural communities to the main 
highway to Baghdad,” said 1st Lt. Nicholas Turner, 2nd 
Brigade, 3rd Troops Battalion, ePRT road repair spe-
cialist. 

Currently the brigade is focusing on routes between 
the communities, including those that link Al Buaytha to 
Arab Jabour and routes from Hawr Rajab to Baghdad.

The brigade has fi ve projects in the works, with an-
other three set to begin in January, said Turner, a Tulsa, 
Okla., native. On average, contractors are given 60 days 
to complete the work.

The priority of what roads to work on fi rst was based 
on input from local councils, Love said. The councils, 
designed to help govern the local area and meet the 
needs of the people, chose the roads due to the impact 
they have on the local economy.

The decision as to what roads get asphalted is deter-
mined by the amount of traffi c on each road, Love ex-
plained.

Even for roads that do not get paved, some repairs 
will be made. Improvements will include fi lling in cra-
ters created by improvised explosive devices and cover-
ing the roads with gravel. 

Not only will the gravel reduce dust, but with the 
rainy season approaching it will help reduce traffi c-hin-

dering mud, Love said.
The goal of the road improvement project is to cre-

ate fi nancial stability in the region by increasing market 
size and the quality of goods.

“When you open up these roads you give these people 
a chance to be economically successful,” Turner said. 
“We want the roads to last long term.”

Before the arrival of the 2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., the 
area was dangerous and people were unable to move 
around, Turner said. 

It is the brigade’s hope that the road repairs will be 
another step on the path to normalcy for the Iraqi peo-
ple. “This is important because it helps people return to 
a normal kind of life,” Turner said.

Road repairs pave way to economic development

Leveling (above) begins for the initial base for pave-
ment on a road south of Baghdad. A Soldier (left) 
from 2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. walks on a newly-paved 
road south of Baghdad Dec. 7. The asphalt will help 
keep down dust and keep the roads open even dur-
ing the rainy winter season.  

BY PFC. MONICA K. SMITH

3rd CAB, 3rd Inf. Div.
Public Affairs                                

CAMP STRIKER – Air 
Force Staff Sgt. Charles Malo-
ne, a member of the Army Sup-
port Weather Unit supporting 
the Combat Aviation Brigade, 
3rd Infantry Division, re-en-
listed in a Black Hawk Dec. 10 
during a fl ight over Baghdad 
International Airport.

“I support the Army, I work 
with the Army. Why not be like 
the Army?” Malone said.

The fl ight was courtesy of 
Company A, 2nd Battalion, 3rd 
Aviation Regiment who fl ew 
Malone and Air Force Capt. 
Justin Erwin, staff weather of-
fi cer, during the re-enlistment. 
The fl ight was coordinated 
by Lt. Col. Greg Kanicki, 3rd 
CAB operations offi cer.

“The blue and the green mix 
to meet mission,” Kanicki said. 
“We’re mutually supportive. 
They work with us, give us 
outstanding work and if one of 

their Airmen wants to re-enlist 
in the back of an Army Black 
Hawk, then that’s great. Fly 
Army.”

Malone, from Union Ridge, 
Ohio, re-enlisted for another 
four years after serving his fi rst 
term of seven years. He works 
as a forecaster in the brigade’s 

staff weather offi ce and says he 
plans on making the Air Force 
a career and wanted to re-enlist 
in a non-traditional way.

“It’s not something a lot of 
Air Force people get to do that 
I know of,” Malone said. “I 
just thought it would be pretty 
cool.”

Air Force forecaster fl ies Army to re-enlist
Airman chooses Black Hawk fl ight to re-up

Pfc. Monica K. Smith
Air Force Staff Sgt. Charles Malone (right) is re-enlisted by 
Air Force Capt. Justin Erwin in a Black Hawk Dec. 10 over 
Baghdad International Airport

Experience key to forecasting

Sgt. 1st Class Thomas Mills
Staff Sgt. Charles Malone checks satellite imagery on his com-
puter in the staff weather offi ce on the 3rd CAB fl ight line.

3rd CAB, 3rd Inf. Div. Public Affairs                                                          

CAMP STRIKER – In a small room on the fl ight line at Baghdad 
International Airport a small group of expereinced Airmen toil away, 
crunching data designed to keep Soldiers safe.

Staff Sgt. Charles Malone is one of those Airmen forecasters. They 
are from the Army Support Weather Unit supporting the 3rd Combat 
Aviation Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, as the brigade’s staff weath-
er offi ce. It’s their job to keep the unit’s helicopter pilots informed on 
the weather.
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BY SGT. KEVIN STABINSKY

2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. Public Affairs             

FOB KALSU – As part of the counter-
insurgency program being implemented 
by U.S. troops in Iraq, American Soldiers 
frequently fi nd themselves living side-by-
side with Iraqis in their neighborhoods. 

The latest patrol base being construct-
ed by members of 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 3rd Infantry Division is Patrol 
Base Stone in Hawr Rajab. The base, 
which will be shared by Iraqi Army sol-
diers, Concerned Local Citizens and Sol-
diers from 6th Squadron, 8th Cavalry 
Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 
3rd Infantry Division, is located in two 
houses near the city center.

Capt. Greg Curry, commander, Troop 
A, 6-8th Cav. Regt., said the site was cho-
sen because it is surrounded on two-and-
a-half sides by canals, making it easily 
defendable. 

The house is also located near many 
residents and the Hawr Rajab School, 
allowing Soldiers easier access to the 
population to assist them in quality of life 
issues and in security issues.

“What this does is put a combined 
presence of Concerned Local Citizens, 
Iraqi Army and Coalition Forces in town, 
making it easier to interact,” said Lt. Col. 
Mark Solomon, commander, 6-8th Cav. 
Regt.

“We’ll be able to better interact with 
the population and respond to threats,” 
said 1st Lt. Micah Hall, executive offi cer, 
Troop A.

Although security in Hawr Rajab has 
improved signifi cantly, the threat of al-
Qaeda still remains. In late November, 
al-Qaeda attacked several IA and CLC 
checkpoints before being driven back by 
combined efforts of the IA, CLC and Co-
alition Forces.

The addition of PB Stone will help cut 
down on insurgent attacks by adding a se-
curity presence in the city.

“If I was a resident of Hawr Rajab, 
I’d feel safer now that we are living with 
them,” said Hall, a native of Machias, 
Maine.

Another benefi t of the base is the in-

creased interaction with local civilians, 
Solomon said. Living side-by-side with 
civilians will help in the intelligence-
gathering process, which will nullify at-
tacks before they can be implemented, he 
explained.

“As a family man I just want to try to 
give them a little of what we have back 
home,” said Curry, a native of Walnut 
Creek, Ohio. “Iraqis want the same thing 
as us; they want security to allow them 
to do what they want to do. They want to 
live a normal life where their kids play 
peacefully.”

Many of the civilians threatened by 
violence agree with Curry.

“We’ve got to have a change of life, 
see our kids smile, grow up and learn. 
Now our kids have nothing. We need to 
teach them more, that people (who are) 
educated can do anything,” Ahmed Fasil 
Hassen said. “We all have to be like other 
countries, like your country – democrat-
ic.”

Hassen’s family was displaced to Al 
Dora, but recently returned due to the im-
proved security situation.

 Beyond improved security, 6-8th Cav. 
Regt. leaders expressed a desire to better 
the lives of the people and the commu-

nity. Solomon hopes that once the base is 
completed, the proximity of the Soldiers 
to the townspeople will allow the cavalry-
men to help reconstruct the face of Hawr 
Rajab as well.

The town still bears the scars of the 
violence that once infected it. Litter is 
strewn on the roads, and the commerce 
once supported by local shoppers has 
dried up like the neighborhood irrigation 
canals. 

Getting the canals full of water is a 
major priority, Curry said. Other projects 
are also in the works.

“We’re working to improve services, 
school projects, electrical projects and 
supplying micro grants,” Solomon said. 

Micro grants are small monetary grants 
given to business owners in the area to 
provide them with capital to help rebuild 
and expand their business. To date, Curry 
said Coalition Forces have distributed 
nearly $38,000 in grants.

“We are also working with town lead-
ership to create a council structure to fa-
cilitate progress,” Soloman said. 

Rebuilding Hawr Rajab is happening 
from the ground up.

“I think this is a good step in the right 
direction,” Hall said.

Building new 
patrol base, 

local relations

A Soldier with Troop 
A, 6-8th Cav. Regt. 
uses a machine to 

gauge distances to 
plan sectors of fi re as 
other members of his 

unit work on trans-
forming two houses 
in Hawr Rajab into 
the newest patrol 

base, PB Stone

Marne Soldiers to 
live side-by-side 
with citizens, IA

A Soldier (above), Troop A, 6-8th Cav. Regt., scans the horizon as members 
of his unit work on PB Stone in Hawr Rajab. A Soldier (left) guides a bull-
dozer working on the outer perimeter of PB Stone. 

Photos by Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky
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BY SGT. 1ST CLASS KERENSA HARDY  
3rd BCT, 101st Abn. Div. (AASLT) Public Affairs                                         

CAMP STRIKER – Fifteen Iraqi children can now 
get around a little easier thanks to the new wheels they 
received at the Radwaniyah Palace Complex Civil-Mili-
tary Operations Center Dec. 13.

Rakkasan medics from 1st Squadron, 33rd Cavalry 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault) assembled the chairs donated by 
an organization called Wheelchairs for Iraqi Kids. 

The wheelchairs were given to disabled children 
whom 1-33rd Cav. Regt. Soldiers encountered while 
conducting patrols. Company A, 478th Civil Affairs 
Company, 3rd Civil Affairs Battalion, attached to 1-
33rd Cav. Regt., coordinated transportation and helped 
fi t the children with the chairs.

“I can’t imagine what it must be like having to carry 
your child around from place to place,” said Capt. James 
Phillips, 1-33rd Cav. Regt. battalion surgeon. “I’m just 
glad we were able to do something to help.”

Some of the children’s conditions have yet to be of-
fi cially diagnosed, but they all require assistance getting 
around. Without suffi cient medical care and no means 
to get necessary help, the wheelchair donations were a 
blessing to the families of these handicapped children.

Phillips said it was a little heartbreaking to see chil-
dren who, in some cases, were teenagers and just getting 
their fi rst wheelchairs, but he was glad to see their qual-
ity of life improve.

“This is a great feeling that you help our kids,” said 
Ihsaa Hadi, whose 13-year-old son received a wheel-
chair. Hadi had a hard time expressing his gratitude and 
said he hadn’t realized the U.S. Army could help him 
like this. 

Noor Mustafa, 7, has limited use of her legs. She was 
orphaned when her parents passed away and is now in 
the care of her aunt. “It’s a wonderful feeling to have 
the wheelchair,” said Madoor, Noor’s aunt. “I always 
have to carry her from place to place; now I have this 
wheelchair.”  

While giving handicapped children a means to get 
around may seem like a reward in itself, the founder of 
Wheelchairs for Iraqi Kids, Brad Blauser, said it’s also 
a means of supporting the troops on the ground. “I can’t 
provide a wheelchair for every child in Iraq, but I en-

courage the Army to use these for their strategic advan-
tage … to win the hearts and minds of the people who 
will help (them) the most.” 

In 2005, he helped get wheelchairs sent to the Mosul 
area and said it resulted in less attacks on U.S. Soldiers 
operating in the area.

“If you help an adult, their family really appreciates 
it,” said Blauser, from Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas. “If you 
help a small child it touches the heart of the whole com-
munity.”

Two years ago Blauser had people sending care pack-
ages and study Bibles for deployed troops, but they 
wanted to do more. He went to a friend and asked how 
people could do more. “Wheelchairs for children, we 

see a lot of children … who drag themselves on the 
ground,” was his friend’s reply.

The friend, then Maj. David Brown, had watched an 
Iraqi boy struggle with a wheelchair that was too big 
and therefore useless to him. “He wanted to be able to 
help the boy but he didn’t know how,” Blauser said. “I 
put an e-mail out and within 30 days we had 31 kids’ 
wheelchairs on the ground.”

With that, Wheelchairs for Iraqi Kids was born. 
Wheels for the World, Wheels of Love and Reach Out 
and Care Wheels, along with individual contributors, 
are responsible for the success of Blauser’s brainchild. 

The chairs handed out Dec. 13 were sent by www.
ROCwheels.org, an organization that makes specialty 
high-quality pediatric wheelchairs designed for use in 
developing nations.

Blauser, who is the Kellog, Brown & Root theater 
safety manager for Leir Seigler, Inc., has been in Iraq 
for three years and says his work here is not done. To 
date, he has been the impetus for 250 wheelchairs, 4,500 
study Bibles and 1,500 care packages sent here.

Realizing that he won’t be in Iraq forever, Blauser 
said he wants to continue supporting the troops any way 
he can – the wheelchairs are just one avenue. “There is 
so much good that could be done here, I honestly don’t 
know how I can go home,” he said. 

You can read more about Blauser’s efforts at suppor-
tingtroops.blogspot.com.

‘Nothing happens until something moves’ Albert Einstein

Wheelchairs go out to Iraqi children accross AO

BY SGT. KEVIN STABINSKY

2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. 
Public Affairs                                    

FOB KALSU – An Iraqi girl 
suffering from a disease limiting 
her ability to walk received the 
gift of mobility Dec. 7 thanks to 
Coalition Forces.

Soldiers of Company B, 1st 
Battalion, 30th Infantry Regi-
ment, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 3rd Infantry Division de-
livered a wheelchair to 15-year-
old Suha Hussein Yas, who has 
a disease similar to polio.

The disease left Yas unable 
to walk since birth, said 1st Lt. 
Greg Highstrom, fi re support 
offi cer, Co. B.

The Soldiers fi rst learned of 
Yas’ plight while setting up Pa-
trol Base Hawkes. Wanting to 
build a good rapport with the lo-
cal citizens, the Soldiers began 
to move into the community, 
said Highstrom.

Meeting Yas and seeing her 
need, the company pushed for 
assistance from their higher 
command at the battalion.

Eventually the battalion was 

able to get her a wheelchair.
“It was one of the cool-

est things I’ve been a part of,” 
Highstrom said. “The smile on 
her face was pretty infecting. It 
just affected you.”

The Soldiers plan to continue 
their positive relationship with 
the local residents, a partnership 
that has paid high dividends in 
terms of security in the area.

By interacting with the com-
munity, Soldiers are able to win 
their trust, while gaining more 
information that helps purge in-
surgents from the area.

1-30th Soldiers give gift of mobility

1st Lt. Greg Highstrom/1-30th Inf. Regt.
Fifteen-year-old Suha Hussein Yas (center in colorful striped 
dress) smiles with her family while trying out her new wheelchair.

U.S. organization and Rakkasans team up to help disabled kids

Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Kerensa Hardy
Sgt. Lonnie Todero, 1-33rd Cav. Regt., makes ad-
justments to Zeanib Saad Al Amary’s wheelchair.

During his most recent visit to Iraq, Oliver North 
listens as Brad Blauser, founder of Wheelchairs for 
Iraqi Kids, explains his program.
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MND-C Public Affairs                                                 

CAMP VICTORY – This 
holiday season, Soldiers in Iraq 
experienced that the span of an 
Angel’s wings is immeasurable.

Hot chocolate, candy and a 
stainless steel mug were part of 
gift bags that made their way 
from Georgia to central Bagh-
dad, Ramadi and Taji.

Soldiers’ Angels, a nonprofi t 
military morale organization, 
sent the gift bags as part of its 
“Christmas For The Troops” 
project, said Dianne Moore, the 
project manager for the group’s 
Georgia chapter.

This year the organization 
prepared 20,000 Christmas 
stockings, which contain items 
such as socks, lip balm, hygiene 
items, comic books, candy, 

snack foods, and holiday greet-
ing cards from the American 
public.

“The National Guard Armory 
here in Douglasville, Ga., has 
been kind enough to allow us to 
collect and assemble these gifts 
out of their facility over the past 
several months,” Moore said. 
“Donations for this project have 
come from citizens, schools, 
churches and businesses from 
all over Georgia and beyond.”

Out of the 20,000 Christmas 
stockings assembled, 15,000 
were earmarked for the 3rd In-
fantry Division and distributed 
to 3rd Sustainment Brigade and 
1st Brigade Combat Team Sol-
diers.

For more information about 
the organization, log on to www.
soldiersangels.org.

Santa Claus visits Task Force Marne Head-
quarters, Camp Victory, during the palm-tree 
lighting ceremony Dec. 15. In addition to joy, 

He is passing out stainless steel mugs, which 
were donated by Soldiers’ Angels, a nonprofi t 
military morale organization.

Spc. Emily J. Wilsoncroft

Santa brings gifts on behalf of ‘Soldiers’ Angels’

BY PFC. MONICA K. SMITH

3rd CAB, 3rd Inf. Div. Public Affairs                                       

CAMP STRIKER – Any Soldier who’s 
been deployed before knows that if the 
sergeant major of the Army and the USO 
are in town, then it’s close to Christmas. 

Entertaining troops for the sixth con-
secutive year, the 2007 Hope and Free-
dom USO Tour stopped off at Camp 
Striker Dec. 16 and entertained Multi-
National Division – Center Soldiers. The 
crowd was engaging, with a few of its 
own comics, and kept entertainers, such 
as Darryl Worley, and singer and come-

dian Sheryl Underwood laughing just as 
hard. 

The show began with opening remarks 
from the Sgt. Maj. of the Army Kenneth 
Preston, who impressively introduced ev-
eryone on tour including all of the band 
members and the stage crew. 

“During the Holidays the USO tour is 
a piece of home to all the Soldiers,” Pres-
ton said. “It’s also an opportunity to say 

thanks for the sacrifi ces they make.”
Kicking the show off was the U.S. 

Army Band “Down Range” singing “I 
live in America.” Other featured acts 
were Keni Thomas, a former Army Rang-
er, four members of the Dallas Cowboys 
Cheerleaders, Leeann Tweeden, a sports 
correspondent for Fox, and Vince Mor-
ris, who was greeted as newbie from the 
crowd because of his inaugural perfor-

mance.
Tweeden said this is her eighth USO 

tour, and she just wants to be able to go 
back and tell everyone fi rst hand what 
she’s seen and experienced.

On his sixth rotation with the USO 
Hope and Freedom tour, Worley said 
he’s only making a small sacrifi ce. The 
group spends 14 days performing, visit-
ing troops, signing autographs and taking 
photos. 

But Worley said he does it because he 
has friends that are willing to stop the 
enemy in its tracks for messing with him 
and the rest of America.

SMA, USO bring holiday cheer

Singer Darryl Worley (left) 
performs with the Dallas 
Cowboys Cheerleaders dur-
ing the Sergeant Major of the 
Army Hope and Freedom tour 
Dec. 16 at Camp Striker.

Worley said he does it (USO tour) because he has 
friends willing to stop the enemy from messing with 

him and the rest of America.

Photos by Pfc. Monica K. Smith
Dallas Cowboys Cheerleader Laura Beke, asks 603rd Avia-
tion Support Battalion Command Sgt. Maj. Keith Dawson 
what his favorite football team is. Can you guess his answer?
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Photo Contest Winner: 
Sami Hourani

Want to be famous? 
Email your best photo to the editor: 
michael.connors@iraq.centcom.
mil. A photo will be chosen for the 
next edition of the Marne Focus. In-
clude your rank, full name, job title, 
unit, photo date and a brief caption 
with rank, full name, job title and 
unit of each Soldier in the photo.

Photo Contest Get Published!

PVT MURPHY‛S LAW

BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER: Iraqi vendors in Mahmudiyah, Task 
Force Marne Soldiers and Iraqi soldiers come together in the village mar-
ket. The Soldiers spoke with the vendors regarding the improvement in 
security, said Hourani, who is a civilian contractor with Task Force Marne.

Complacency is not an option

Staff Sgt. Efron Alonso
Soldiers from 3rd Combat Aviation Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division fi re 
their rifl es at the small arms range on Camp Liberty Dec. 12. The range 
was part of the 3rd CAB’s efforts to keep Soldiers trained and qualifi ed 
on their individual weapons.

DJ Walt Baby Love, a 
U.S. veteran, wants to 
give you the chance to 
send a shoutout over 
U.S. radio stations to 
your loved ones. 

Simply call DSN 318 239 
0950 or commercial 703 
270 0950. Brought to you by AFN Iraq

MARNE JUSTICE COURTS-MARTIAL 
Provided by TF Marne
Offi ce of the Staff Judge Advocate

Two Courts-Martial concluded recently 
with the following results:

In United States v. Vega, SPC Vega pled 
guilty to one count of aggravated assault 
with a knife, two counts of simple assault, 

and one count of assault on an NCO. He 
was sentenced to a bad conduct discharge, 6 
months confi nement, and reduction to E-1. 

In United States v. Markelwitz, PVT 
Markelwitz pled guilty to one specifi cation 
of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon 
for pointing his loaded M9 at an NCO.  He 
was sentenced to a bad conduct discharge 
and eight months confi nement.



center in the “civilized” world are throngs of people 
in search of, at the very least, a severe tongue-lashing. 
Thanks to this deployment, we can avoid all of that -- 
unless you plan to spend an inordinate amount of time at 
your base’s PX over the next couple of weeks, in which 
case I have no sympathy for you.

Another thing we get to miss out on 
this year is holiday traffi c. As much as 
I enjoy sitting in my car for hours at a 
standstill, pondering the True Meaning 
behind “Frosty the Snowman” (a snow-
man comes to life, leads children into 
the streets, and then happily “thumpety-
thumps” away to melt? Best not dwell 
too long on that one), the thrill tends to 
wear off once I realize that I have actually heard “Frosty 
the Snowman” approximately seven hillion jillion times 
on the radio since my journey began.

And then there are the Traditional Preparations. Al-
though I have never personally had the pleasure of host-
ing a Christmas feast for all of my friends and relatives, 
I am well aware of the potential migraine and ulcer— er, 
inner joy and satisfaction that go along with that respon-
sibility.

Here in Iraq, not only is the food prepared for us, 
but the entertaining and cleaning up are taken care of, 
as well! So what if we have to go back to work after 
our meal? At least we won’t have to do so with dishpan 
hands.

Many people I’ve spoken to have expressed their 

relief over not having to deal with pesky relatives this 
Christmas. I can’t relate to that sentiment, as my ex-
tended family is probably the most entertaining group of 
people I know, and I say this even though they have been 
known to allow me to do embarrassing things on video-

tape, re: the Little Mermaid Performance 
Art Incident of 1990 (Hey, Family! It 
may be about time to let that one die. I no 
longer want to be “Part Of Your World” 
in that particular, public sense. Thanks, 
I’ll take that tape now!).

Still, it has been brought to my atten-
tion that not everyone enjoys spending 
time with their loved ones. In that case, 
where better to spend the holidays than a 

distant country that does not take kindly to tourists? 
Unless your estranged relations are currently en-

sconced in a cozy Baghdad suburb, you can rest easy 
in the knowledge that the only people you’ll be able to 
potentially blame for a “ruined” holiday season are those 
who are shooting mortars over the walls of your forward 
operating base.

So, there you have it. If you’re not convinced by now 
that there’s no reason to sink into depression during a 
deployment Christmas (or Hanukkah, or Kwanzaa, or 
Festivus, or anything else you choose to celebrate), then 
it’s not my fault. So leave me out of your holiday funk, 
and for the love of God, don’t think too hard about why 
anybody would really want a hippopotamus for Christ-
mas.
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By Sgt. Michael Connors

Across
15. HMMWV
20. HVI
Down
2. RIP
3. AO
4. VBIED
5. RPG
6. ETS
7. COIN
8. APC
9. UXO
10. ASV
11. JDAM
12. MNC-I
13. FAR
14. TOA
16. HBCT
17. IED
18. MND-C
19. LAW

Answers for 22 NOV puzzle
ACROSS: 10. precombat checks; 14. explosively 
formed projectile; 17. air mission request; 18. Iraqi 
army; 19. Combat Action Badge; 20. interceptor body 
armor. DOWN: 1. combat aviation brigade; 2. forward 
operating base; 3. public affairs offi ce; 4. Army com-
bat uniform; 5. combat outpost; 6. al-Qaeda in Iraq; 7. 
squad automatic weapon; 8. precombat inspections; 
9. brigade combat team; 11. Baghdad International 
Airport; 12. Concerned Local Citizens; 13. rules of en-
gagement; 16. Iraqi Security Forces
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15
16 17 18

12

8
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10

4 5 3
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BY SPC. EMILY J. WILSONCROFT

Special to the Marne Focus                                                 

Although it’s been several years since I’ve had 
a white Christmas, I had kind of hoped not 
to have another brown one for a while. Call 
me crazy, but when 

I look at a string of holiday 
lights that has become thor-
oughly coated with dust with-
in an hour of being hung up, 
“festive” is not the word that 
springs to my mind.

After a bit of contempla-
tion, however, I decided that 
even though my surroundings 
aren’t necessarily ideal, there 
is no reason why I can’t have 
a perfectly joyous Yuletide all 
the same. 

In fact, after deliberating a 
few more moments, I realized 
that in some ways, this holi-
day season might be BETTER 
spent in Iraq. And if you step away from me with that 
straitjacket, I will elaborate.

First of all, what is one thing that nearly every able-
bodied consumer hates about the holidays? That’s right 
– OTHER able-bodied consumers! I don’t remember 
the last time I visited a retail establishment in the month 
of December and walked out with a feeling of love to-
ward my fellow man.

One would think that in this age of online shopping, 
the stores would be less crowded, but no. Lurking be-
hind the seemingly innocuous walls of every shopping 

COMMENTARY

If we can’t have a merry Christmas, something’s wrong

After deliberating 
... I realized that 
in some ways, the 

holiday season 
might be BETTER 

spent in Iraq.

Spc. Emily J. Wilsoncroft
Two carolers enjoy the Task Force 
Marne Headquarters tree lighting.

Keeping spirits high


