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BAGHDAD—Approx i -
mately 1,000 Iraqi citizens, 
of both Shia and Sunni reli-
gions, joined together on the 
sectarian fault line in Raw-
aniyah, the Karkh District of 
Baghdad, to march with one 
another in what they called a 
“Peace March,” Dec. 19. 

It was an Iraqi initiative 
to ease sectarian tensions, 
solely driven by Iraqi Neigh-
borhood and District Ad-
visory Council leaders and 
Sheiks from both religious 
sects in the area, said Capt. 
Marcus Melton, commander 
and native of Atlanta, Ga., 
with Pale Horse Troop, 4th 
Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cav-
alry Regiment, attached to 
the 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion (Air Assault). 

With Iraqi army and Iraqi 
policemen maintaining the 
security on the streets and 
within the crowd during the 
event, they were able to suc-
cessfully complete the march 
for united peace among all 
Iraqis.

Drums beat, children ran, 
silly string littered the air, 
and one man nearly wept. 
It was an exciting, yet emo-
tional day for the Iraqis who 
participated. 

A local Sheik came over 

Iraqi citizens march together while playing music during a Peace March in the 
Karkh District of Baghdad, Dec. 19. Approximately 1,000 Iraqi citizens, both of 
Shia and Sunni religions, gathered to march amongst one another to bring the two 
sects together as one.

by Sgt. James P. Hunter, 2nd BCT, 101st Airborne Division PAO

a loud speaker during the 
march to talk with his lo-
cal comrades. He expressed 
his joy for their wanted 
peace, but nearly wept in the 
thought of those who have 
lost their lives in the battle 
for sectarian dominance. 
Many families, friends and 
sons have lost their lives 
during this time.

But dominance by one re-
ligious group is just a mind-
set, filed in the heads of the 
Iraqis, said Melton.  This 
area is relatively calm today, 

but in January of this year 
violence raged through the 
streets, especially on Haifa. 

The mindset that Shias 
stay on this side of the fence 
and Sunnis stay on the other 
carried over from the vio-
lence which once plagued 
the area, said Melton.. 

There is only a street, 
Sheik Murah St., which 
separates these men, Melton 
said. To the west of this street 
is a Shia neighborhood. To 
the east is a Sunni neighbor-
hood. 

“So it’s a sectarian line 
dividing the two,” he said. 
“They are working really 
hard within themselves to 
kind of get over this (sectar-
ian mindset).”   

If they continue their quest 
for peace among all, Melton 
said the area will stabilize 
and move things forward in 
several areas.  

“If the neighborhoods 
come together and start re-
ally working together at the 

Sunni, Shia march together for peace
by Sgt. James P. Hunter
2nd BCT, 101st Abn. Div. PAO
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St. Louis, Mo. native Sgt. Nick Hardebeck of A Co, Special Troops Battalion, 2nd BCT, 82nd Airborne 
Division, takes a few moments to appreciate the artwork in a house he was searching while on patrol 
in Baghdad’s Suleikh neighborhood Dec. 21. 

by Staff Sgt. Mike Pryor, 2nd BCT, 82nd Airborne Division PAOThe finer things

Monday
Clear
HI: 59F/15C
LO: 37F/3C

Tuesday
Partly Cloudy
HI: 59F/15C
LO: 39F/4C

Wednesday
Clear
HI: 59F/15C
LO: 39F/4C

Baghdad Three Day Weather Forecast
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NAC and DAC levels without sectarian issues, the govern-
ment will become much more efficient and more self-sus-
taining,” Melton said. 

“Same thing on the security front in terms of the Iraqi 
army and the Iraqi Police being trusted by the community 
and being able to secure the community-- both of which are 
positive things for us, which will allow us to transition out 
of a more direct role into more of an over-watch role,” he 
continued.

Melton, who is in his second tour in Baghdad, said “I 
know they are moving forward and making progress. Cer-
tainly they have issues and problems and growing pains, but 
they have made a tremendous amount of progress.”

One Iraqi boy, Omar, 11, said because of the continued 
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Sunni, Shia united during march

CAMP TAJI, Iraq – Multi-National Division-Baghdad 
Soldiers found a large weapons cache west of Baghdad 
Dec. 21. 
While conducting a route clearance, Soldiers from Com-
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment of the 1st 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, uncovered 
a cache consisting of 37 five-pound bags of explosives 

Soldiers from Company A, 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment prepare 37 five-pound bags of explosives 
and a pressure plate improvised explosive device for disposal west of Baghdad.

By Spc. Shejal Pulivarti
1st BCT, 1st Cav. Div. PAO

MND-B Soldiers find weapons cache 

Courtesy photo

and a pressure plate improvised explosive device. 
“This is a significant find which will keep weapons out of 
the hands of extremists who would have used them in at-
tacks against innocent Iraqi civilians, coalition forces and 
Iraqi security forces,” said Maj. Randall Baucom, spokes-
man for the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion. 
Coalition forces are currently investigating to find those 
responsible for storing the cache.

peace in his homeland, he came to celebrate with his fellow 
Iraqis. 

Awass, with the Iraqi flag draped over his body, carried 
himself with much enthusiasm and excitement in his journey 
in Karkh. 

He said the flag—one he is very proud to display— de-
scribes his great country. Red is for the blood shed. White 
is for “our handshake.” Green is for their land, and Black is 
for their oil. 

“We thank our God, our families and our friends that our 
neighborhood is safe and free of Violence,” an Iraqi man 
who participated in the march said. 

They marched for their peace, for their friends and for 
their brothers, said the Sheik. “Today we march for us being 
brothers forever.”


