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Since arriving in theater, Company A, 526th Brigade 
Support Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault), has been providing 
barrier movement and emplacement support through-
out the greater Baghdad area.   

R e c e n t l y, 
the company 
was tasked 
with another 
mission of 
s i g n i f i c a n t 
importance. 

The new 
task also in-
volved con-
crete barri-
ers; however, 
these barri-
ers are not 
your ordinary 
highway di-
viders one 
finds on the 
roads in the 

United States.
The barriers that are used in Iraq are a lot bigger. 

In fact, there are several types of barriers all with dif-
ferent heights, lengths, widths, and even shapes. Some 
barriers have the capability of interlocking with each 
other. 

These interlocking the barriers are used to secure 
roads leading into a neighborhood, diverting vehicles 
through a checkpoint controlled by Iraqi Security Forc-
es.  

During the most recent barrier mission, Company A 
was tasked to support the 2nd Battalion, 32nd Field Ar-
tillery Regiment. By supporting the artillerymen, they 
are helping them improve their relations with the local 
nationals. 

The Soldiers accomplished their mission in the night-

By Co. A, 526th BSB, 2 BCT, 101st Abn. Div.

Soldiers conduct barrier night operations
time hours by providing a forklift, operator, and ground 
guide for safety while using night vision devices.  

The crew has also emplaced barriers, in Baghdad 
neighborhoods, for protection or as a trash collection 
point. The trash collection points provide the people of 
those neighborhoods a place to store their trash before 
it is burnt or disposed of. 

“The challenges that these neighborhoods face in 
protecting themselves is totally different than what we 
go through in the U.S.  We have to respect that,” said 
Sgt. Jesse Veeser, with Co. A, 526th BSB.  

The gesture of creating trash points and walls for the 
neighborhood watch groups to defend themselves helps 
create a strong bond between the Iraqi people and the 
Coalition Forces.  

 “Working with 2-32 to improve these neighborhoods 
is easy for us,” says Sgt. James Aycock, Co. A, 526th 
BSB. ”They [2-32 FA] protect us and our forklift and 
talk to these guys [Iraqi citizens from each Muhallah] 
before we come out to get exactly how they want the 
barriers emplaced in their [Iraqi] neighborhood.”  

Sgt. Aldrick Scott, the Water Section Sergeant for III 
Water Platoon of Alpha Company, acts as the radio op-
erator during a barrier emplacement mission.

by Sgt. 1st Class Eduardo Carranza, Company A, 526th BSB

The III Water Up-Armor Forklift  of Com-
pany A, 526th BSB, 2nd BCT, 101st 
ABN Div., used during combat opera-
tions emplacing barriers on Iraqi Police 
and Iraqi Army checkpoints and on the 
streets of Baghdad.

by Sgt. 1st Class Eduardo Carranza, Company A, 526th BSB
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Saturday
Clear
HI: 46F/8C
LO: 30F/-1C

Sunday
Partly sunny
HI: 48F/9C
LO: 30F/-1C

Baghdad Three Day Weather Forecast
Monday
Partly sunny
HI: 48F/9C
LO: 30F/-1C

The Player of the Day Award is presented 
to Pfc. Aiesha Hunter for providing initial 
legal review of 100 percent of the De-
tainee Packets since the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion assumed command of  Multi-National 
Division-Baghdad.    Her ability to perform 
high visibility tasks with minimum supervi-
sion shows that she is a clutch player and 
today’s 4th Inf. Div. Player of the Day.

Player of the Day

(below)BAGHDAD -- Spring Valley, Minn. native Lt. 
Col. Myron Reineke, commander of 2nd Squadron, 
2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, talks with Pan-Ara-
bic media, after Critical Infrastructure guards took 
charge of checkpoints in the Saha area of Baghdad, 
Jan. 5. The 2nd Sqdn., 2nd Stryker Cav. Regt., is at-
tached to the 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Inf. Div., based out of Fort Riley, Kan.

Hello from Baghdad

by Spc. Nathaniel Smith, 4IBCT, 1ID
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CAMP TAJI, Iraq — Two 
brothers chose different paths 
right after high school, but 
in the end wound up in the 
same place.  

The first joined the Army 
to see the world, while the 
other went off to college to 
study the world.  

Years after they said their 
goodbyes in their hometown 
of West Frankfort, Ill., their 
life paths crossed here, 6,692 
miles away in the city of 
Baghdad. 

Now, after being separated 
for more than four years, Sgt. 
Michael Shaw, field artillery 
specialist, 1st Battalion, 82nd 
Field Artillery Regiment, 
finally had the opportunity 
to meet up with his brother, 
Spc. Ronald Shaw, field artil-
lery specialist, Company B, 
2nd Battlion, 11th Field Ar-
tillery Regiment, 2nd Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team, ‘War-
rior.’

 “It took a lot of planning 
for me to meet my brother 
here when he arrived,” said 
Michael, “but my first ser-
geant and commander were 
very helpful in getting me to 
the landing zone to meet him 
when he arrived in country.”

Ronald said he was very surprised and overjoyed to 
hear his brother’s voice behind him when he was picking 
up his baggage, after landing in Baghdad.

“It is hard for me to describe how I felt when my 
big brother was waiting for me …,” he said.  “All I can 
say is I was extremely happy to see him after so many 
years.”

The brothers said this wasn’t the first time the fam-
ily had multiple family members serving in the military 
simultaneously.  They said they had two uncles who 
served as mortar men together, and the call to serve the 
U.S. seemed to be felt the same throughout the genera-
tions.

By Spc. Aaron L. Rosencrans
2nd BCT PAO 25th Inf. Div. “There’s a point and time where you have to step up 

and do something for your 
country,” said Ronald.  “As 
it turns out, I chose field 
artillery, like my brother.  It’s 
been one of the most reward-
ing things I’ve ever done.”

The two brothers laughed 
when they thought about how 
the Army was the reason for 
their separation, and also 
their reuniting.

“I thought it was ironic 
how he joined the active 
Army, and how it separated 
us in the beginning,” said 
Ronald.  “Now it has brought 
us together here.”

The reunion between the 
two brothers was short lived 
however.  Ronald was a 
member of the unit that was 
replacing Michael’s unit.  So, 
the two brothers said they 
were spending as much time 
as possible with each other 
before they had to part ways 
again.  Both Soldiers said 
they sacrificed sleep and 
personal time to ensure they 

had ample time to catch up 
and say their goodbyes once 
again.

Michael, the elder of the 
two, seemed to be looking out 
for his younger brother by the 
efforts he took to ensure Ron-

ald was prepared to take control of his quick reactionary 
force mission.

Michael said he felt he should stick around during his 
brother’s deployment, just so he could have more of an 
influence on Ronald’s safety.

Furthermore, the two brothers agreed a future work-
ing in close proximity to each other would be of the best 
gifts they could receive.

“In field artillery, there are not too many duty stations 
you can be assigned to,” said Michael.  “So maybe one 
day, we will be lucky enough to be assigned to the same 
post, under different units.  That would be nice.”

West Frankfort, Ill. natives, Sgt. Michael Shaw 
(right), field artillery specialist, with 1st Bn, 82nd FA 
Reg., and his younger brother, Spc. Ronald Shaw, 
field artillery specialist, with 2nd Bn, 11th FA Reg., 
prepare a humvee for a quick reactionary  force 
mission Jan. 5.  

After years of separation brothers reunite

By Spc. Aaron L. Rosencrans 27th PAD
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