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Iraqi National Police foil kidnapping

2nd BCT, 82nd Abn. Div. PAO

BAGHDAD — A high-speed chase ended in a life-saving dis-
covery when Iraqi National Police pulled over three extrem-
ists and found a kidnapped victim bound and gagged in the
trunk of their car Jan. 2.

The driver and two passengers in the car were arrested af-
ter they attempted to run a police checkpoint near Sadr City.
Officers with the 3rd Battalion, 8th Brigade, 2nd National
Police Division gave chase and eventually forced them to a
stop. When the National Police approached the vehicle they
heard thumping sounds coming from inside the trunk. When
they opened it, they found the victim inside.

The victim, a 24-year-old college student, said the crimi-
nal militia had stopped him at an illegal checkpoint near the
Al Shourga Market and demanded to know if he was Sunni or
Shia. When he did not answer fast enough, they grabbed him.
The victim was severely beaten.

When they were stopped, the militia members apparently
tried to intimidate the police officers with their militia con-

nections, said Capt. Michael Norman, a U.S. military advisor
for the 3rd Battalion 8th Brigade 2nd Iraqi National Police
Division. The policemen ignored their threats and arrested
them anyway, Norman said.

“This shows every law abiding citizen of Iraq — no matter
what faith they are — can count on the protection of the Iraqi
National Police and the other Iraqi Security Forces. And at the
same time, it lets every criminal know that no one is above
the law,” said Lt. Col. David Oclander, executive officer for
the 2nd BCT, 82nd Airborne Division, the U.S. unit respon-
sible for security in the Sadr City and Adhamiyah areas.

These actions are part of Multi-National Division-Bagh-
dad Soldiers offensive operations in support of Operation
Phantom Phoenix to kill or capture Al Qaeda and Shia/Sunni
extremists in order to deny them rest and sanctuary in the city
of Baghdad and the surrounding rural areas. AQI terrorists
and other extremists are the root cause of the most horrific
attacks against Iraqi civilians, security forces and coalition
troops.

recent months.

by Cpl. Ben Wshburn, 4th IBCT PAO, 1st Inf. Div

%" All the Marbles

BAGHDAD - Pensacola, Fla., native Maj. Everett Spain, Aide-de-
Camp to Commanding General, Multinational Force-Iraq, plays a game
of marbles on Airplane Road in Baghdad’s Doura neighborhood Jan. 5;
General David Petraeus visited the area to assess progress made in
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The Player of the Day Award is presented to Cpt. The Player of the Day Award is presented to Spc.
Olivia Nunn for outstanding performance. Cpt. Kevin Butler for outstanding work ethic. Butler tem-
Nunn epitomizes the character and devotion of 4th  porarily filled in for his NCOIC and did so in a superb
Inf. Div. leaders and Soldiers, which makes her a manner. His dedication to duty and ability to serve in
Player of the Day. place of his superior make him a Player of the Day.

Baghdad Three Day Weather Forecast

Monday Tuesday
Clear Partly sunny
HI: 48F/9C HI: 48F/9C
LO: 32F/0C LO: 30F/-1C

Wednesday
Partly sunny
HI: 50F/10C
LO: 28F/-2C
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Leaders pave road ahead

by Cpl. Ben Washburn

4th Inf. BCT PAQO, 1st Inf. Div.

BAGHDAD- Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry Reg-
iment, Task Force Dragon, have been in country less than a
month and have picked up where their predecessors left off
by working with the Iraqi citizens to make their neighbor-
hood a better place.

District Council members, tribal leaders from the Doura
neighborhood and Coalition Forces, met for a reconciliation
meeting to discuss current challenges facing the area at the
Rashid District Council Hall Jan. 8.

San Diego native Lt. Col. Timothy Watson, commander
of the 2nd Bn., 4th Inf. Reg., from Fort Polk, La., said rec-
onciliation must start with the people, as a grass-roots cam-
paign.

“Reconciliation is first a local issue, then a national is-
sue,” he said.

He added Doura has already embraced Reconciliation
with the neighborhood councils seeking solutions to prob-
lems on their own.

“We’ve seen that some of the (neighborhood councils) are
starting to get involved in fuel distribution and security, and
we encourage you to

find local solutions to
local problems,” Wat-
son said to those in
attendance. “We’ve
already done a great
deal of reconciliation
locally, and the goal
is demonstrate to the
government of Iraq
that Doura is a great
place.”

In the past, secu-
rity was the biggest
concern of the local
citizens, but that’s
changed in recent
months and extrem-
ists have been largely
rooted out.

“We just finished
the fighting, and now
we have another ef-
fort; to rebuild the
area,” said Iraqi Lt.
Col. Kadhem, com-
mander of the 2nd
Battalion, 7th Bri-

gade, 2nd National Police Division.

Although security is still a concern for the people of Dou-
ra, other challenges can be addressed. These issues will make
Doura a cleaner and more prosperous community were dis-
cussed during the meeting, mainly focusing on issues such
as sewage, water, electricity and trash.

“For services we’re really focusing on four areas: sewer,
water, electricity, and trash,” Watson said.

With reconciliation taking hold at the local level, govern-
mental assistance was necessary.

“We asked (the Government of Iraq) to provide services
which have been closed due to violence, such as banking,”
said Yacoob Yousef, chairman of the District Council.

Another challenge facing the group was transitioning se-
curity to Iraqi forces.

“Our goal here is to transition most of the security respon-
sibilities to the Iraqi Security Forces,” Watson said, as he
addressed the attendees of the meeting.

For one Iraqi citizen, there is one goal.

“We’re hoping to rebuild a new Iraq, a modern Iraq,” said
Hashim Mahmoud Al-Dahash, the Security Chairman for
the District Council.

by Cpl. Ben Washburn, 4IBCT PAO, 1st Inf. Div.
San Diego native Lt. Col. Timothy Watson, speaks to Mohsein Almeanmaar, of the 1st
Infantry Division’s Iraq Advisory Task Force, and Yacoob Yousef, Chairman of the Rashid
District Council, prior to the reconciliation meeting Jan. 8. The meeting, held at the District
Council Hall, focused on ways to improve Baghdad’s Doura neighborhood.



