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JOINT SECURITY STATION KHADRA, Iraq -- As se-
curity in Baghdad continues to improve, Soldiers remain 
vigilant in their mission to not only protect the Iraqi peo-
ple, but to provide them financial assistance as well.

Local Iraqi business owners and future business own-
ers lined up in front of Joint 
Security Station Khadra to 
receive micro grants from 
the U.S. military in order 
to repair their shops, start 
a business, or buy goods 
to restock the shelves, Jan. 
13.

“We paid out 13 mi-
cro grants worth about 
$31,500”, said Battle 
Creek, Mich., native Cpt. 
Jason Alday, 1st battalion, 
64th Armor Regiment, cur-
rently attached to the 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division. 
“This basically helps 
stimulate the economy 
throughout the Khadra 
area.”

Each local business 
owner or hopeful business 
owner in Khadra must meet basic requirements and go 
through an application process in order to be eligible for 
a micro grant. 

“Business owners looking to receive a micro grant 
must first fill out an application and state what their busi-
ness is and where they live, and as long as long as they 
own a business, rent a store or plan on renting or own-
ing a store in Khadra, the grants are available to them,” 
said Redlinds, Calif., native 1st Lt. Raymond Ashworth, 
C Company, 1st Bn., 64th Armor Regt.

These micro grants not only help local business get 
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back on their feet, but also provides business owners with 
peace of mind in knowing these grants do not have to be 
paid back and they are contributing to positive way of 
life, absent of terrorism, for the Iraqi people.

“These are something they do not have to pay back,” 
Ashworth said. “We’re handing them out in order to start 
up the economy, which helps us fight terrorism because as 

long as people are enjoy-
ing their lives and start-
ing businesses they are 
not going to want to sup-
port (terrorism).”

Each individual micro 
grant was worth up to 
$2,500 and was given to 
a Kharda citizen to help 
improve their existing 
business or start a new 
business.

“(Business owners) 
can use these funds to buy 
supplies and merchandise 
for their shops or fix bro-
ken windows and broken 
doors,” Alday said. “This 
basically revitalizes the 
economy in this area.”

These 13 micro grants 
were the most recent of 
182 micro grants total-

ing more than $400,000. These were the first given to the 
people of Khadra, but Alday says he’s seen these work in 
other areas before.

“We’ve seen from other areas that after we paid out 
these micro grants, to local business owners, other stores 
in the area who didn’t receive micro grants would open 
as well, just based on the perception of security and eco-
nomic activity in the area,” Alday said. 

The micro grants seem to really be paying off for other 

A local Iraq business owner provides the appropriate 
identification and paper work prior to receiving his $2,500 
micro grant. Micro grants like these help fight terrorism 
by allowing Khadra citizens’ to enjoy their lives and start 
businesses, said Redlinds, Calif. native 1st Lt. Raymond 
Ashworth, Co. C, 1st Bn, 64th Armor Regt.
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Tuesday
Clear
HI: 49F/9C
LO: 32F/0C

Wednesday
Clear
HI: 50F/10C
LO: 28F/-2C

Baghdad Three Day Weather Forecast
Thursday
Clear
HI: 51F/11C
LO: 32F/0C

CAMP TAJI, Iraq—The ground shakes and kicks up dust when the heart-pounding sound of artillery booms 
through the area during a calibration exercise Jan. 6.  Soldiers from the Battery B, 2nd Battalion, 11th Field 
Artillery Regiment, out of Schofield Barracks, Hawaii prepare their M777A2 Light-Weight Howitzer for battle.  
Soldiers cleared a target area and fired several miles down range as quickly and accurately as possible.  

by Spc. Aaron L. Rosencrans, 2nd Stryker BCTFeel the shake
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Baghdad Soldiers acting on an Iraqi tip detained a 
man Jan. 11, on suspicion of involvement in the Jan. 3 
bombing at the Furat Hospital in northwest Rashid. 

“Black Lions,” from Battle Company, 1st Battalion, 
28th Infantry Regiment, Task Force Dragon, arrested 
the alleged extremist after learning about his where-
abouts from sources.

The man, believed to be involved in the hospital 
bombing that wounded two locals, was in a car which 
tested positive for trace elements of explosives.

He was taken to a Coalition Detention Facility for 
further questioning.

“We receive numerous tips everyday from locals tell-

Black Lions detain bombing suspect
4th IBCT PAO, 1st Inf. Div. ing us where suspected criminals may be operating,” 

said Maj. Kirk Luedeke, Task Force Dragon spokes-
man. “We would not be as successful without the co-
operation of courageous Iraqis who are taking a stand 
against the cycle of violence in their neighborhoods.”

This and other offensive operations are part of Multi-
National Division-Baghdad’s support of Operation 
Phantom Phoenix, an effort to kill or capture Al Qaeda 
and Shia/Sunni extremists in order to deny them rest 
and sanctuary in the city of Baghdad and the surround-
ing rural areas.  AQI terrorists and other extremists are 
the root cause of the most horrific attacks against Iraqi 
civilians, security forces and coalition troops.

business owners who have received grants. Other finan-
cial districts in Baghdad have begun to flourish as a result. 
The hope is Khadra will be no different.

“(Micro grants) have really been taking hold and ev-
eryone seems to always ask about them,” Alday said. 
“Phone Card Road for example has about 1,000 stores 
in a two mile stretch and 
maybe 50 of these stores 
were open. Now, due to 
our micro grants we are 
seeing upwards of 300 of 
these stores open.”

“In about two weeks we 
will return and have a look 
at each store to see if the 
money is being used for 
what (the business own-
ers) said it would be used 
for,” Alday said. “For the 
most part, we are pretty 
pleased with what they are 
doing and if they aren’t 
spending the money on 
their stores, they are still 
putting the money into the 
economy, which still helps 
out in the long run.”

Although Alday was 
the man behind the desk 
handing out the money to 
local business owners in 
Khadra, he also said the 

Local business owners receive micro grants

by Sgt. Mark Matthews, 27th PAD

Local business owners and entrepreneurs stand out front of the Joint Security Sta-
tion in Kharda to receive their micro grants Jan. 13. Micro grants are grants given 
to local businesses to help fund shop repairs, supplies and merchandise to be sold. 
Applicants can receive up to $2,500 and the grants do not need to be repaid.

operation is a team effort and takes the hard work of many 
Soldiers to successfully accomplish the mission.

Micro grants, like these, continue the reconstruction 
efforts in Baghdad by allowing financial district to grow 
and expand. As time progresses, more stores and markets 
are expected to flourish as a result of the steadfast and 
loyal Soldiers of the Multi-National Division – Baghdad.
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