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FORWARD OPERATING BASE RUSTAMIYAH, Iraq — 
Since arriving in eastern Baghdad in December, Combined 
Functional Team Wild Boar, 2nd Battalion, 30th Infantry 
Regiment, 4th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team, 10th Mountain 
Division, has been aggressively 
patrolling the streets.  

This would normally be a 
tremendous undertaking to an 
American unit new to Iraq, but 
CFT Wild Boar’s new partners, 
the Iraqi National Police, have 
ensured the task hasn’t been so 
difficult, said Maj. Nelson Kraft, 
Toledo, Ohio, executive officer, 
2nd Bn., 30th Inf. Regt.

NPs are just one part of a triad 
of Iraqi Security Forces. The 
other two organizations are the 
Iraqi Police and the Iraqi Army. 

All three forces operate in eastern Baghdad, but it is NPs 
who walk hand in hand with the Wild Boars, said Kraft.  
NPs are a professional organization modeled more from 
the Army than the police, and they have proven to be an ef-
fective national police force that is much like our National 
Guard, he said.  

There are three significant reasons for the success of the 
NP in eastern Baghdad; the first is motivated Iraqis, said 
Lt. Col. Greg Baine, Beaumont, Texas, commander, 2nd 
Bn., 30th Inf.  Each NP Soldier is a volunteer who wants 
nothing more than a safe, secure and stable Iraq, Baine 
exclaimed.  

Their thirst for safety is further quenched by the superior 
leaders the Iraqi government has assigned to command the 
NP, he stated.

The second ingredient is NP Training Teams, which con-
sist of active-duty Army officers and noncommissioned of-

ficers who were trained in the United States to coach, teach 
and mentor NPs, explained Kraft.  Truly, the Army has put 
its best foot forward with this initiative, he said.

The third ingredient is the Wild Boars themselves.  The 
Soldiers of CFT Wild Boar are 
as motivated as ever to help 
the NP become the fighting and 
defensive force the people of 
Iraq deserve, said Baine.  Every 
day, combined patrols of NP and 
Wild Boars conduct operations 
to protect the population of Iraq 
and ultimately transition the 
country’s security completely 
over to ISF, he stated.

Having replaced an armored/
mechanized force, NPs conduct-
ing operations on foot with the 
Wild Boars, as opposed to tanks 
and Bradley fighting vehicles, 

have pleased the people of eastern Baghdad and has made 
them very happy, said Baine. 

 One friendly Iraqi woman mentioned to the Team 
Spartacus commander, Capt. Frank Adkinson, Lynn Haven, 
Fla., there were so many troops on the streets - more than 
she had ever seen before – that she felt very safe, he said.

Overall, CFT Wild Boar’s reception into Iraq has been 
very favorable, he boasted. In addition to working together 
with the NP, Wild Boar leaders at all levels are engaging 
Iraqi leadership, both formally and informally, and encour-
aging them to make the right decisions that will benefit the 
population, said Baine.

Although CFT Wild Boar Soldiers and leaders miss their 
families back at Fort Polk, they are honored and privileged 
to be a part of this incredible transformation to Iraqi con-
trol, said Baine.  

Not only do Iraqis want the Wild Boars here to lend a 
helping hand, the Wild Boars are eager to oblige, he said.

Iraqis take the lead
4th IBCT PAO, 10th Mtn. Div.

Spc, Nicholas Towne, of Plymouth, Mass., pro-
vides security with an Iraqi National Police of-
ficer while on patrol in eastern Baghdad.
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Thursday
Partly cloudy
HI: 51F/11C
LO: 37F/3C

Friday
Clear
HI: 57F/14C
LO: 37F/3C

Baghdad Three Day Weather Forecast
Saturday
Partly cloudy
HI: 59F/15C
LO: 41F/5C

The Player of the Day Award is presented to Senior 
Airman Stephen Johnston for outstanding perfor-
mance as a radio maintenance technician.  John-
ston continuously works extensive hours supporting 
the units of Multi-National Division-Baghdad.  He 
also assisted the unit’s vehicle maintenance non 
commissioned officer with upgrades and mainte-
nance of tactical vehicles.  He represents the unit in 
a professional manner and he is today’s Player of 
the Day

Sa’id Ishmail, the Rashidiya council leader, pays 
a member of the Concerned Local Citizens his 
monthly salary at the Saba’al Nissan meeting hall in 
Rashidiya just north of Baghdad Jan. 19. Along with 
being paid, 373 CLC members were officially reg-
istered by Soldiers with Company C, 1st Combined 
Arms Battalion, 68th Armor Regiment, 3rd Brigade 
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division.

by 1st Sgt. Conrad Gonzales,3rd BCT, 4th Inf. Div.Pay day



PAGE 3	 January 24, 2008

BAGHDAD —When four Sheiks from al Swaib in central 
Baghdad got together during a council meeting in Novem-
ber they came to the conclusion that the people, especially 
the children, in their area needed vaccinations and medical 
care. 

Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 320th Field Artillery 
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault), responded when they held a medical 
operation (MEDOP) at the al Swaib School, Jan. 16. 

However, this wasn’t just a U.S. ran operation. Iraqi 
Army soldiers from the 3rd Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army Divi-
sion pulled outer security and controlled the crowd; while 
Iraqi doctors, physicians, nurses, pharmacists and a dentist, 
worked side-by-side with their American counterparts to 
meet the needs of the Iraqi citizens. 

Nearly 300 children and 150 Iraqi adults were seen by 
the doctors that day, said McComb, Miss. native, Capt. 
Melvin Jackson, civil affairs officer, 1st Bn., 320th FA.

There is only one physician in the area available to react 
to the peoples needs; Dr. Abass, said Jackson. He currently 
does not have a working staff, money or resources to fully 
aid his fellow citizens.

Though Dr. Abass is regarded as “the town hero,” be-
cause of his professionalism and demeanor to aid his Iraqi 
friends and neighbors, he can only do so much and help 
is needed, according to Miami native, Sgt. Jason Torres, a 
medic with the personnel security detachment platoon, 1st 
Bn., 320th FA.

Jackson remembered a specific incident where a young 
child, who must have been no more than six years old, had 
an ear infection. 

“Back in the states if we had an ear infection we go see 
the local doctor and get the necessary antibiotics or medica-
tion to take care of it,” Jackson said. “This kid had what I 
consider a mild ear infection, but because it was untreated 
or he just didn’t have the access to a local doctor or medi-
cine to treat it he became very dizzy and disoriented and it 
messed up his inner equilibrium.”

The boy was eventually seen by a local doctor, taken to 
the Abu Ghraib hospital outside the area and treated. 

“Something mild became worse than it originally was, 
and for that reason they need local health care to deal with 
minor issues, cuts, abrasions, flu before it turns into some-
thing major like pneumonia, severe ear infection or bron-
chitis,” Jackson continued. 

Jackson hopes the Ministry of Health recognizes Dr. 
Abass’ clinic as a health care center and provide the clinic 
with health care personnel to assist the Iraqi doctor in 
treating the local nationals in the area, both medically and 

by Sgt. James P. Hunter, 2nd BCT PAO, 101st Abn. Div

An Iraqi man holds onto his infant child prior to her 
examination during a medical operation Jan. 16 at 
al Swaib School. Iraqi and U.S. doctors, physicians, 
pharmacists and dentists aided the men, women and 
children of al Swaib.
pharmaceutically.  

These are all hopes for a better future, today was simply 
a chance for the Iraqi and U.S. physicians to reach out to 
the locals in al Swaib. 

“… It highlights Iraqis helping Iraqis. You have the Iraqi 
army securing the event. You’ve got local national nurses 
and doctors giving back to the community. Ultimately, the 
long term effect of this is to get Iraq to sustain themselves, 
and this is a small step towards that,” Jackson said. 

On this day, the physicians saw everything from upper 
respiratory infections to tooth aches. 

Torres, who worked with Dr. Abass during the MEDOP, 
said “I personally feel this builds a better relationship 
between us and the Iraqis; especially when we talk about 
the medical field, we get to find out what our strength 
and weaknesses are. Most importantly it benefits the Iraqi 
people; they get the medical attention they need.”

Medical operation for children, families
by Sgt. James P. Hunter
2nd BCT PAO, 101st Abn. Div


