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FAHAMA, Iraq – As the teal dump truck made its way 
down the muddy street, locals appeared from behind the 
gates guarding their 
houses, walking to the 
truck, their hands full 
of an empty burden.

The truck repre-
sented an opportunity 
to these people – an 
opportunity they had 
not seen in a while. 
For five months, the 
people in the village 
had gone without 
propane and they were 
optimistic their empty 
tanks would return to 
them full, in the hope 
that they would be able 
to cook inside for a 
change that night.

About 50 house-
holds in the villages of 
Fahama and Gumayrah 
will be able to cook us-
ing propane this month 
after Soldiers with the 
3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, 4th Infantry Di-
vision, Multi-National 
Division – Baghdad, escorted some of the villagers to 
the neighboring town of Boob Al Sham to exchange their 
empty tanks for full ones Jan. 27.

The assistance came a little more than two weeks after 
Silver Lion Soldiers with Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 1st Combined Arms Battalion, 68th Armor 
Regiment, 3rd BCT, and Civil Affairs Team 2, Company B, 
422nd Civil Affairs Battalion, 360th Civil Affairs Brigade, 
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Area villagers receive propane
met with leaders from the Fahama region to discuss essen-
tial-service needs in the area, said Capt. Enardo Collazo, 
a native of Salinas, Puerto Rico, who serves as the com-
mander of HHC, 1-68 AR.

At the meeting, 
leaders brought up the 
problem many in the 
region were having 
obtaining propane. 
Boob Al Sham is 
geographically close 
by, but the people in 
Fahama and Gumay-
rah have reservations 
about traveling there 
because it has been a 
volatile location in the 
past. With an armored 
escort, those reserva-
tions were put to the 
side on this day.

Each household is 
given vouchers by the 
Iraqi government for 
three propane tanks 
per month; a total of 
150 tanks were taken 
to the propane facility 
and exchanged, said 
1st Lt. Nick Piergalli-
ni, platoon leader, 1st 
Platoon, Company D, 

1-68 AR, currently attached to HHC, 1-68 AR.
“On average, three or four families might live in one 

Iraqi household, so between 150 and 200 families were 
supplied with propane,” added the Easton, Pa., native.

In an environment filled with sand and mud, cooking is 
made much more difficult without propane. People in the 
villages have been burning wood they chop themselves in 

1st Lt. Nick Piergallini (center), a native of Easton, Pa., who 
serves as a platoon leader with 1st Platoon, Company D, 1st 
CAB, 68th Armor Regt., 3rd BCT, 4th Inf. Div., MND-B, and 
Capt. Enardo Collazo (right), a Salinas, Puerto Rico, native, 
who is the commander of HHC, 1-68 AR, discuss the day’s 
mission with Sheik Emad Abdul-Settar Muhammad, the senior 
sheik for the village of Fahama, in the street outside his home. 
Silver Lion Soldiers escorted a truck filled with empty propane 
tanks from the villages of Fahama and Gumayrah to the nearby 
town of Boob Al Sham to exchange for full tanks.
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Thursday 
Chance of rain
HI: 50F/10C
LO: 37F/3C
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Baghdad Three Day Weather Forecast
Friday
Clear
HI: 53F/12C
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COP WAR EAGLE, Iraq –Col. John Hort (left) a Fay-
etteville, N.C., native, who serves as commander of 
the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, 
Multi-National Division – Baghdad, awards Army 
Commendation Medals to Sgt. Omar Ciro and Spc. 
Robert Mondello, Company A, 2nd Brigade Special 
Troops Battalion, 319th Airborne Field Artillery Regi-
ment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne 
Division, at Combat Outpost War Eagle Jan. 28. Ciro 
and Mondello were presented the medals for their 
efforts in capturing two insurgents emplacing impro-
vised explosive devices.

Paratroopers awarded
by Pfc. April Campbell, 3rd BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.

Player of the Day
The Player of the Day Award is presented to Staff 
Sgt. Paul Snyder for developing a research database. 
Snyder’s database saved countless hours of research 
every month and drastically improved situational 
awareness not only for the Soldiers in the Rear Op-
eration Cell, but also for Soldiers on the battlefield.  
His personal dedication to mission completion makes 
him today’s 4th Inf. Div. Player of the Day.

by Spc. Kevin Harrelson
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order to heat their food.
“Propane is more convenient and 

cleaner for them to use,” said Col-
lazo, “While they can cook inside with 
propane, they must cook outside when 
burning wood.”

Not only does the aid provided by 
the Soldiers help the local population, 
it was also a way for the Soldiers to 
reassure the locals of their support.

“What we did today made an imme-
diate impact on the villages,” he said. 
“It helped to strengthen the local trust 
of Coalition Forces.” 

Sheik Emad Abdul-Settar Muham-
mad, the senior sheik for the village of 
Fahama, helped to coordinate the tank 
collection and rode in the dump truck 
escorted by the Silver Lions. 

The assistance provided by the Amer-
icans was much needed and appreciated, 
said Emad.

The escort was an immediate re-

sponse to the issue of refilling the 
villagers’ propane tanks; the Silver 
Lions are trying to help negotiate a 
long-term solution to the problem.

“It’s too expensive to build a 
(propane) factory in Fahama,” 
said Collazo. “The solution I have 
developed is to find a local con-
tractor, who is more comfortable 
with traveling to Boob Al Sham 
to deliver and pick up the propane 
tanks.”

In the meantime, for this month, 
those families who received pro-
pane will not have to bear the cold, 
muddy weather outside to eat a hot 
meal.

Seeing the dump truck driving 
back through the street in Gumay-
rah a few hours later, villagers 
of all sorts ran out to make sure 
to pick up their tanks. This time, 
the burden they carried back with 
them was full.

Silver Lions help villagers supply propane needs
from Propane pg.1

Kickin’ it with Kix

BAGHDAD - Country music legends Kix Brooks 
(left) and Bob Diprio jam out at the Dragon’s Lair 
Dining Facility for Multi-National Division – Bagh-
dad Soldiers Jan. 28 on Forward Operating Base 
Falcon in southern Baghdad. The event was spon-
sored by the United Service Organizations. Brooks 
is part of the popular country music duo Brooks & 
Dunn.

Iraqis unload empty propane tanks 
coming from the villages of Fahama 
and Gumayrah off a dump truck at a 
propane tank station in Boob Al Sham. 

BAGHDAD – Multi-National Division – 
Baghdad Soldiers at the Dragon’s Lair 
Dining Facility on Forward Operating 
Base Falcon take in a show put on by 
country music legends Kix Brooks and 
Don Diprio in southern Baghdad Jan. 
28. Brooks and Diprio said they looked 
at the show as their way of contributing 
to the Soldiers’ fight in Iraq. Brooks is 
also a member of the popular country 
music duo Brooks & Dunn.

by Pfc. April Campbell, 3rd BCT PAO, 4th Inf. Div.
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