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Bandit Soldiers from
1st Squadron, 32nd
Cavalry Regiment,
1st Brigade Combat
Team, 101st Airborne
Division, (Air Assault),
push a motorcycle from
a weapons cache site
near the Bichigan area,
northeast of Balad, Iraq
Jan. 16. These cavalry
Soldiers recently con-
ducted Operation Hood
Harvest, in which Ban-
dit Soldiers cleared the
area of enemy extrem-
ists. The motorcycle
was destroyed along
with other munitions
and weapons, denying
insurgents a safehaven
in the Al Duluyiah area.
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SCREAMING EAGLE ARTILLERY FIRES MOST ROUNDS SINCE 2003
Story and photos by 1 L t. Jonathan J. Springer
2nd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment
1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborme Division (AA)

Al Jazeera Desert, Irag—*“Screaming Eagle” Soldiers from the 1% Brigade Combat Team, 101 Airbome Division, (Air Assault), took part ina combined
ams counter-insurgency mission, dubbed “Operation Fulton Harvest,” Jan. 11 through Jan. 13 to pacify the restive area outside of Samarra, Irag.

Soldiers from Alpha Battery, 2™ Battalion, 320" Field Artillery, acting in direct support of 2 Battalion, 327" Infantrymen, fired over 1,100 high-explosive
rounds from M-119A2 Howitzers, which resulted in the destruction of enemy weapons caches, training camps, underground tunnel systems, and IED
manufacturing cells.

“This is the largest amount of rounds fired in direct support of a

affLver @peration this btialion hes done since liberating the city of Al Najaf in 2003;”

N

acknowledges that al Qaeda in Iraq‘_has A W on the run, seeking respite in places like Samarra and Bayji. “This operation
is also significant inthefactthat,' ring , angwevwll makethlngs better, Soldliers are convinced we are going towin,”
said Dunleavy. | o Y

Operation Fulton Harvest was ﬁi"“ “NoS' rw\b S0)0% of e 14BC intenﬁmofdismptingenemyacﬁvily

ime here, Soldlersare

enemytralnlng campin
emy very quickly,” said



~ :‘.""_
Soldiers from Alpha*Baitéry,>2nd Battalion, Fielt ArtilleryRegiment, fire rounds from their
M119A2 Howitzer during Operation Fultcf HaPvest'in the Al Jazeera @€sert Jan. 13, 2008. Alpha Bat-
tery fired more;han’}:l‘ﬁ&mnd%‘iﬂkés than'4 ?s;.;@{g'i_blbvneutr ediansel, Qeada training camp.
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A Soldier with the 1st Squadron, 32nd
Cavalry Regiment, ensures that an electri-
cal substation near Balad, Iraq is secure.
The squadron is commited to helping
Iraqis re-energize the electrical situation
there.
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sporadic and ever-changing electric circus here, electricity, or the lack of, is a part of everyday life.

F or many Americans life without electricity would be a shock, but for the millions of Iragis who live with the

The 1% Brigade Combat Team, 101 Airborne Division (Air Assault), along with the Irag Transition
Assistance Office, recently stepped up efforts to help shed light on Salah ad-Din province’s power problems by
evaluating local substations to determine the best way forward. _

Currently, Iraq generates 5,000° megawatts of power which is less than half of the actual demand of 11,000
megawatts, said Kevin Thomas, electric transmission advisor to the ITAO.

“It’s a $28 billion dollar problem and up to a 12-year
solution,” said Thomas, who recently toured Salah ad-
Din’s electrical distribution center in Tikrit as well as
substations in the cities of Samarra, Bayji and Balad.

Thomas, who blames poor maintenance and poor
planning by.-Saddam Hussein’s government, -estimates
that Iraq’s-electrical grid would have collapsed within
three years after 2003. “They would have“had maybe
1,500 megawatts for a 6,500 megawatt demand.”

Iragis are also consuming*more power than ever before
due to an increased demand for electronic consumer goods
such as air-conditioners and microwayve, ovens.

Thomas credits Iragi ingenuity with helping stavesoff
the collapse of the grid during the economic embargo that
followed the first Gulf War. “The Iraqis are very cagy
people and to coin an American phrase they are the best
Okies that | have ever seen. They can fix anything with
bailing wire and bubblegum and that’s what they did,”
said Thomas.

Since 2003, the Provincial Reconstruction Team in
Baghdad has allocated more than $4.3 billion dollars
towards Irag’s electrical sector, but according to Thomas,
simply throwing money at the problem isn’t enough.

“We came in with quite a bit of arrogance and said,
no you sit in a corner we’ll do this and hand you a turn
key and that’s really hurt us because we could have been
helping them with maintenance,” Thomas said.

Now, however, Thomas and the ITAO are approaching
things with a more coordinated effort, which involves
The Ministry of Electricity, the ITAO and Brigade
Combat Teams across Irag. “We’re continually bringing
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Capt. Laura Peters, Provincial Reconstruc-
tion Team Liasion and Kevin Thomas, an
electric advisor, dicuss the electricty situa-
tion in the Salah ad-Din province.
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eneration on. We’ gone O3, 000 to 5,000 megawatts. just rehabbr J

aqr units and by just puttlng iSome of our own new consfruction, % saié
HOMas. s ‘ AN\
Ithough Iraq is ge "g Ore power and brokering electrical dealgh\iith &
s neighbors, manyMli&aeisiaren t seeing a difference in/their quality of | fe
ecause of corrupti undue political influence ag well as threats i
bcal militias. & N 0Ny 15
he answer is notjuStmoregengrators, the so flonalsoliegat the distribu Te
bvel,” said Thomas'There @Ie850 distribufion'stations in Irag and until
ey can get a handle on that and they can fallOl theif alfocations theg
e’re going to have an unstablekgrrd o AWM
or the 1t BCT, 101t Airborne I?rvrsron, gettin stations o
ollow the correct allocations of;plower.aﬂd REGIEBHINC Stalion
orkers from militias is a priority. \ ' '
t’s not a matter of bribes, it’s More a mat
essure, Isaid Capthltatira Peters, 1+ BCIBIovincial |
construction teamMiaISONIEEou I d be ajilibie call from
e mayor, governor or tribal Ieadersrtot Substations,
e said. “We know that there is militia QieSsure as weII
eters believes that educating Iraqrs aboulilie nature of
e power grid and about energy conservati@h will be
itical in the brigade’s mrssron'l
Dne of the biggest thrngs we can do short€rm is to
plain to people w e. actual national grid is and )
w it works for t ry.: hole 2 said Peters. 4
he problem is t CloSer to the source | "' '
s a lot easier to' With taking an - :
equitable share and whoever IS at the end of the {
e is going to suffer.” : ‘
r the citizens of Salah ad-Din, misallocation of
ectricity is ) gevere l0ss on several levels whether
S econon{rc crvrc or recreational. For Coalition
d Iragi Se urlty Forces less' power means a more B
ruly popu ation.
ou don’t ave'tb understand volts times amps
als tts-you JJust have to understand how
ica eCtrrcrty IS'to Infrastructure building
o
d Cca |ng_-:t‘rle natives,” said Thomas.
f ‘Where electrrcrty really matters to the
O

N

ers on _t@;streets The Soldiers realize that

3 etp r-tothese people then they’ll be

 to do some mething else with their lives.
ther-rt Jjustwatch TV and not wanting to
* -‘g]f\"i'” ther it’s starting a business.”
ery- Iragi has a sta ke in it. NotjustaShute
nut. a sunni.or.a Kurd everybody has a stake
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Story and photo by
Spc. Rick Rzepka
1st BCT PAO

ebster’s Dictionary defines “invertebrate” as
Wor vitality or as an animal without a backbo
the Noncommissioned Officer Corps as the |
and without it, the organization would resemble a jellyf

Twenty-nine Soldiers crossed the professional thresho
Non Commissioned Officers, Jan. 12.

The 426" Brigade Support Battalion, 1% Brigade Com
Airborne Division, held an induction ceremony at the C
Base Speicher theatre here, to mark a Soldier’s right of
enlisted into the NCO ranks.

“NCOs have a tough, demanding, but very rewarding
Sgt. Maj. Lester Stephens, 426th BSB. “You are in the
secure the trust and confidence of Soldiers by leading b
the newly inducted sergeants. The NCO corps is the st
great organization and is the stabilizer and force of our

The tradition of commemorating the passing of a Sold
noncommissioned officer is traced to the Army of Fredr
a Soldier could be recognized in the full status of a NCC
to stand four watches, one every four days. At the first
Soldiers appeared and claimed a gift of bread and brand
NCOs came to the second watch for beer and tobacco, a
reserved his visit for the third watch, when he was prese
ine and a piece of tobacco on a tin plate. Today, NCO
are typically without the libations, but they still hold the
Limportance as those which preceded them.

During the ceremony three candles are lit, which rep} the
~ of the NCO Creed. The red, white and blue candles arel§ymbolic
nation’s flag as well as the sacrifice of the NCOs who
in defense of democracy. It’s like a right of passage, sal
security platoon team leader, who was an inductee in t
a very prestigious event and | was honored to be able tc
said. :

Over time, the role of the NCO has evolved from.prima lis

position to a more rounded function that is con the bac
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ON THE ROAD) WITH 4261 H

Story and photos b
426" Brigade Supp

* Lt. Drew Hanson
rt'Battalion

For the Soldiers of t'e Security Platoon of Alpha Company,
426™ Brigade Support Battalion, their task is conveyed as
very clear and concisg, to secure.

In reality, however; the roles.and responsibilities of the
security platoon are uchqyore complex and'multrfaceted..

According to the Soldrefs of the security’ element
responsible for protecting the" combat logistics patrols, the/

enemy that threatens them is amever\-adaptlng opponent,
and consequently thé operations of theif*“forces protectlng
each and every \ \
must be equally as agile and
unpredictable.
Although the Soldiérs are
a mixture of Soldiers from
throughout the battalion’s
companies, they fall under
the control of A Company.,
They were assembled in .
order to fill a much needed
mission set for the battalion.
These Soldiers were put
through extensive training
on a wide array of €onvoy
security operations.! Each
Soldier was trained @n how:
to recogniz€ threats‘on the

(13

eant for the security platoon it is a
}rs from different.mission oriented

ave so ves in your fiafis each time
ie,” said Sgt. 1 Clasi'ghad

latoon is to
provide full, 360-degree coverage of all convoy
in order to ensure the safe and timely transport of critical

Spe. Nicholas Polizzo, Alpha Compéﬁgl, 426th.
roads and fiow:to proficiently Brigade Support Battalion’s Security Platoon, test = ‘relationship’that, according

fires a .50 caliber machine gun.

- apart from others in their
\company H
“In the gun plateenWe have a cI*orking relationShip

how to secure convoys-ane-* than*pTéff?- much

supplies to brigade assets operating in the Salah ad Din
Province, known as AO Bastogne.

Security elements are the_ first line of defense against any
and all threats approaching the, convoy, and are equipped
with the necessary equipment and technology to handle a
wide array of situations.

In-.addition to providing security in the form of over
watch, security elements are also the eyes of the convoy,
meaning that designated vehicles travel ahead of the main
body convoy as_an advanced guard. The operators of these
vehicles are experts, at discovering abnormalities that may
appear along the roadside, and are trained to make quick and

accurate threat analyses of

every discovery.

Alot is asked of these lead
vehiclecrews, howevertheir
Job is vital to the prevention

of enemy attacks. The
security elements and the
transportation  elements,
consisting of Soldiers from
Alpha, Bravo and Charlie
Companies, have a close
working relationship, and
_together they have earned
their name, “Workhorse”.

'Since these Soldiers are
= on the roads almost daily,
they have gaged a working

as set them

to “them,

company, which
nvoy safe easier, because
said . Benjamin Higgs,

bod
makes our %
e alreadyw t to do,”
nvoy security platoon, 426
McCrary adde ays tell my Soldiers, ‘Hard tlmes

platoon.”
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FACLE & DECENDS ON BASTOCONE AU

A _ction Badge, from the 101st Commander, was
y 8  honor. It made me feel proud of the job that we
erform everyday.”
Both Schloesser and Comacho then ate with and spoke
e 101st Airborne Division (Alr to_gver 100 Screamlng Eagle Soldiers stationed at COB

' LCEV. body here deserves
rvi}ng ina
[ I est America can

pect from any
of its Seldiers.”
macho said,
“We have to finish
the job and you
are doing that.
are very proud
f you.”

,f_( 1st Brigade
Combat Team
Signal Officer
Maj. Kurt
Hammond and
three-tour 101st
Veteran was at the
evening dinner.
He said, “It was
inspiring for the

- CG to come and
see us, especially
since he is in the

on headquarters

, Schloesser said this
tog.ne S resolve
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a& Bastogne Soldiers see it

during Operation Hood Harvest Jan®l6 [0 be destroyed Jan. 16
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Jeffrey Schloesser
lastogne troops Jan. 25
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Story by Lt. $cott
1% Squadron, ‘32“" e b
15t BCT, 1013‘.A|rb

: : ii i i " u i L 5 oo B S TBrma
BALAD, Iraq - Basiogt . | adron, 0. me cal-r S the ﬂ&tlcs used
82M Cavalry Regiment made Tt ' . R

Jonated to the WA NarOr g
A This distrib ion w made pos b}e
Vot fg M2 Abdu Mutalab Has! _
M3 ation, who has been activel
o, d community for years.
ar Organization has distributed
! reputation with Coalition Force
‘help to the area.
‘ ay of 2006, while serving as an ele
ti@Balad City Council, Hashim started th

women can receive tutoring in math and
“ job skills such as sewing,
and receive free medical care
then supplies are available.
also helps distribute
ng to the needy.
caters to anyone
ds her help, though
arily provides aid
ed and widowed
der area.
0 have lost
biily-members - province.
WHEI % _ = Thekids helping unload the
id 4 " supplies are evidence of the
good Hashim has done for
hearea They are




Boe knows dgi[0as]l

Story and photo by
Spc. Rick L. Rzepka
1st BCT PAO

COB SPEICHER, Iraq - Ever had a Sgt. 1*
Class lick your face? For many Soldiers here, this
is not freakish events, but regular occurrences.

Sgt. 1t Class Boe is the newest member of the
85" Medical Detachment Combat Stress Control
unit here in lrag, and is one of two K-9 therapists
being used by the Army to help prevent and
control the stresses of living in a combat zone.

Along with Staff Sgt. Mike Calaway, an
Occupational Therapy Assistant with the 85"
Combat Stress Control unit here, Sgt. Boe is
part of a new Army program, which encourages
Soldiers to interact with dogs in order to help
relieve the psychological stresses of war.

The dogs, two Black Labrador Retrievers, were
donated and trained by America’s VetDogs and
are the first dogs to be used in a combat zone for
therapeutic purposes. The organization is part of
the larger non-profit group, Guide
Dog Foundation for the Blind,
which has been helping provide
guide dogs for the blind since the
1940s.  Recognizing a growing
need for specialized service dogs
for America’s fighting forces,
VetDogs recently initiated the
therapy dog concept.

The dogs are intended to provide
comfort and relaxation through
physical interaction, whether it’s
a game of fetch or just a peaceful
few minutes of petting.

Calaway spent two weeks training
with Boe in New York City to
develop a ‘hond, before the pair
were sent to frag to take on the
challenge of helping Soldiers cope
with a deployment to lraq.

“She’s a very well trained and
very intelligent animal,”  said
Calaway who recently introduced
Boe to Soldiers from the 1t Brigade
Combat Team, 101t Airborne
Division at COB Speicher. “So far
We’ve had an outstanding response

from Soldiers,”
said. “Whether
need help or not.”

Deployments
create several d|fferent
kinds of stressors, said
Calaway, and Sgt. Boe
helps to break the ice,
allowing Soldiers to open
up about ongoing

issues in Soldiers lives.

The major  types  of BlLes s
deployed Soldiers must deal with include
operational stress, homefront stress and sleeping
issues, said Calaway.

“The Soldiers absolutely love her,
Charles Kuhlman, Army Chaplain, 1*
101t Airborne Division.

Often Soldiers on outlying bases will befriend
stray dogs for companionship and to get a feel
for home, said Kuhlman. “Dogs make a huge
difference in morale.”

they

said Maj.
BCT,

Staff Sgt./Bryan Anderson; 1st Brigade Combat Team,
and Sgtelst Class Boe conduct some NCO business.
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TOLAY, TOMORROW, FOREVER..

A SNAPSHOT OF THE HISTORY OF THL 10IST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AA)
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Bastogn roops dw;dﬁggred more than 80 Improvised EX-

plosive vices before detongtion in the month of Jan-

uary sawilhg countless Soldier agd civilian lives.
- ‘;

red moregdthane20 Vehicle

Ve dewiges throughout the

g« the month of January

ﬁ?xiﬁwas of countless Iraqis.
Bastogne Artillerymen fined the most aptillery §§%

in Irag since 20034 /in su',_/art o.f Ope_.r’étion Fu]t
Harvest:*cariSammﬂfra. ’ ' ¥
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Bastog eﬁSo]diers disco
Bourne ImprovisedgEXpl
Salah ad=Din province
which, no doubt, saved
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