[ EAM

—_—
o
ke
=l
-
.II__,
- .IM
s
¢ )
by}
«
i
. H.M
]
e =
Ty
ey
f—
B,
——
At
o
ey
—

-

TIONIOE

n %
A P GA

OFF 18




1BCT COMMANDER:
COL. MICHAEL MCBRIDE

1BCT COMMAND SGT. MAJOR:
CSM ROBERT WRIGHT

1BCT PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER:
MA]J. JOHNPAUL ARNOLD

F THE
RIBUTED
E BASTOGNE.

CONTENTS OF BM ARE NOT NECES-
SARILY THE OFFICIAL VIEWS OF OR EN-
DORSED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT
OR THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY.
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A “Manchu” Infantry-
man, with 4-9 Infan-
try Battalion, takes a
knee during Operation
Harvest Il in the west-
ern desert of the Salah
ad Din province. The
“Manchus” are fighting
along side Bastogne
Soldiers in an effort to
eradicate extremist net-
works in the region. The
combat power added to
the Bastogne Brigade
creates unique offen-
sive and defensive ca-
pabilities. “4-9 Infantry
provides us the oppor-
tunity to attack the en-
emy in new areas and
in different ways,” said
Maj. Jason Tussey.
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Story and photos One unit who has seen just how effective the Sons
by 1st Lt. Jonathan J. Springer of Iraq are in their area of operations is 2nd Battalion,
2nd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment PAO 320th Field Artillery Regiment, 1st Brigade Comb
Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) ;
Forward Operating Base O’Ryan, Iraq — Violence The battalion, to help facilitate the process of |
throughout Iraq has dramatically decreased thanks to the ing the local tribesman a permanent employ $ 1t
brave efforts of local citizens who have bonded together  tunity within the Iraq government, planne e
: ; 2 y
and are committed, along with Coalition Forces and a large-scale operation aimed at helping ')
Ira'ﬂecunty Forces, 0 fight againstfAl-Qaeda extrem-  Sol members into the Iraqi Army and the ,
ists. Ly This operation, dubbed Operation Balls
Many command- Enlistment F
ers attribute the ing Station)
success of the se- executed F
curity situation in at Forwar
Iraq to the Sons of ing Base
Iraq. The Sol are
formerly known 4
as the Coneerned
Local Citizens,
and._ c that,
the Tribal
Fol

g result o
ibal awakeni
hat blgsson

O

Petracus’ .. R ol 3 oy
N . s e and facilitating their

of “the surge” and  —=———= : —— Sl atriculation into
are made up of S m yusk f transition to Iraq‘ﬁ.l active service with
men who are com- u ‘either the Ministry of

mitted to ridding el L e Interior’s Police
their local villages of insurgen f Dei ense—*s-&r%,” saic
families and tribes. itions officer he “Ba
Strategic-level leaders in Irac : | -t
early Tribal Security Forces wo v e the battalion coined this 0 ératio ¥
fix to the security situation duri 00 Ba ) ge to the ma orltjyo he L -
but have since seen the Sol beco ' ien.

uting factor to the stability enjoye ‘ @ﬁi; oughout th W
country. : C 1 lltary, ‘

The leaders of these groups, tribal sheiksa
community representatives, are now workin
Government oﬂ'qq to get Sol membets perman
ployment within the Ministries of [ or and D
as full-time Iraqi Security Fofé_é-ghembers.
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Balls MEPS include a physical fitness test, medical
screening, and basic administration to process the large
volume of paperwork that entailed with government
service.

The operation was planned, coordinated and executed
jointly with key-leaders from the 2-320th FAR, local
Iraqi Police, and the 3rd and 4th/Battalions of the 4th
Brigade, 4th Iraqi Army Division:

“The fact that our partnered IraqiArmy battalions
and the local IP stations are jointly involved furthers our
ability to cooperatively administer to some of the basic
functions that will extend the security gains achieved
by all of the programs and local volunteers in the recent
past,” added Frambes.

In just two days, nearly 500 Sol members and other
prospective applicants arrivediat the front gates of FOB
O’Ryan, ready to apply and tackle the physical tramning
events required to get the chance to become permanent
ISF members. Frambes said that this first Balls MEPS
operation has been a huge success for the battalion, the
brigade, and Coalition forces as a whole.

“Right now, we are the only battalion within the 1st
BCT executing something like this; we are setting the
example for other units to build on as they execute the
same proceésses,” noted Frambes.

Since the inception of the Sol program,
one that was inherited by the “Balls® bat-
talion, enemy attacks in their area of
operations declined 20 percent since
November 2007.

“I believe we as a battalion have
been successful because of our op-
erational tempo. Our guys are out-
side the wire conducting numerous
combat operations. On top of that,
we are getting a lot more coopera-
tion from the local populace, the ISF,
and the Sol concerning enemy activity
in the area,” said Staff Sgt. Christopher
James Estes, an intelligence analyst with the
2-320th FAR.

Estes said that intelligence was critical to how the
battalion plans and conducts operations, and the support
from the Sol has been crucial to the 2-320th FAR’s suc-
cess thus far.

“Intelligence drives our maneuver plan on the ground.
With all the success we’ve had at taking high value indi-
viduals off the streets. This in turn produces a safer and
more secure Iraq,” Estes said.

Continuing to improve the security situation in Iraq is
exactly what Frambes hopes Operation Balls MEPS will
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eventually accomplish.

“Many of the men on our Sol checkpoints are former
members of the IAs or IPs, and what we have now is a
hometown guard of sorts. This is a good system, which
provides a service to the country by denying the extrem-
ists, and other unsavory characters, the ability to nega-
tivelyginfluence the people through murder, mayhem,
and intimidation on the same,” said Frambes.

What Frambes hopes is that the members of these lo-
cal tribal forces can continue to provide the same protec-
tion they have given to their ownytribes, but now serving
in Iraq’s security forces.

“The enemy no longer has a refuge amongst the
people here. The vast majority of Iraqis want progress
and are tired of the ruthlessness of the insurgency. We
are focused, along with the Sol and the ISF, and are ag-
gressive in our pursuit for the insurgents,” said Lt. Col.
John Dunleavy, commander of the 2-320th FAR.

By remaining determined and focused in the fight
against terrorism, Dunleavy said most Iraqis are finally
starting to turn against the insurgency with the help of
the Sons of Iraq and the improved ISF; the security situ-
ation has vastly improved. He also hopes that transition-

ing the Sons of Irag members into the ISF will bring a
permanent, and positive, change to this coun-
try. “This is a long struggle and it is
tough to define when it will end. I can
only speak for our area of operations
and our battalion, but what I know is
we did not deploy with the mind set
of trying to just improve things ...
we are committed to win and we
believe we are winning,” said Dun-
leavy.
“This Sons of Iraq program is
an impressive display of the Iraqi
people’s resolve, to end for good, the
cycle of violence that was the hallmark
of sectarian conflict that tore this country
apart following the Golden Dome Mosque
bombing in Samarra in February 2006. I believe
that the population truly believes that they have a future;
one without fear of continued violence,” said Frambes.

With the numbers that 2-320th FAR have seen thus
far, Operation Balls MEPS will provide the Iraqi Gov-
ernment the added personnel it needs to boost its secu-
rity forces substantially.

In turn, this operation will also provide these brave
tribal security members permanent employment and the
opportunity to continue to make improvements in the
security situation here.

MARCH 2008 3

1 hours to comp
mission. “The T-walls will
yvide the local nationals secu-
ty and freedom of movement,”
= he said.
“Anything we can do for the
Iraqis is a big help,” said Sgt. 1st
Class James Faggart, a platoon
§'fransportation section. “There’s
gre in Irag, who really want to see
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fantry battalions 1 55-

Din province.

In five months, the “Taskmasters™ have
89 thousand miles on perilous roads to deliv
tial cargo. A feat that would make even the mc
UPS drivers wince. Lmultiple deployments, said that

More than 1.5 million gallons of fuel omes from the people stepping
ered courtesy of these istician “The Concerned Local Citi-

nowing that they are r own areas,” he said. “I
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Story and photos by Spc. Rick Rzepka
Bastogne PAO
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BALAD, Iraq - As the ramp slammed down in the muck, the rain came howling in drenching the men who leapt off the

back of the Chinook helicopter. The troopers hurried into the field of sloppy mud where they slipped and slid through the

landing zone to reorganize in the pitch black Iraqi night. Not even the moon was friendly on this mission, which would

prove to be a testament to the guts of Army Infantrymen and to the determination of Charlie Company Soldiers to make

even the most remote hamlets in the Salah ad-Din province safe from al Qaeda’s treachery.

Soldiers from Charlie Company, st Squadron, 32nd Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Divi- .

sion conducted Operation Helsinki Feb. 15 to clear out al Qaeda fighters from an area here that has typically not received - _..
much attention from Coalition Forces. = v _ o Mo TA AT
Helsinki was a combined counte insurgency operation, which was conducted in partnershlp with the Iraqi Arnry TphelpTid o amd %, i
enable legitimate governmerﬁal organizations and to provide security for the citizens in the Bichigan peninsula, said 1st A ﬁ R ""?q'l o
Sgt. Timothy SeeberrCharhe Company First Sergeant. Seeber called the Bichigan area, west of Balad, .an al'Qacda safe- o e e | \
haven that AQI flees to in‘order o avoid being killed or captured. “AQI is on the run here afnd they. knqw we have the™ = ¥ : y iy
means and mobility to kill or capture them where they hide,” said Seeber. + ¥ ; -4; SN el :' '
Helsrnkr began with a pr%ﬂaggn air assault into the fertrleg“rmlands of the Brchrgan area, whlch wermheav‘ilK soakediwith' | & |

he ﬁ mud eared | on %es and firearms, Charhe‘-'Company Soldrers spent tﬁ"day rqovrﬂg from
hou
ch

i
st10 esrdent and sear-eﬁ{ng for AQI weapons caches along with fraqr Army-SQIEISERING, " [§ WS LhY, f o by e
up tw eapor c%b‘lfés an sulted in th. ﬁr’phenél,on of'a suspected AQI operatrve j L A1
Srnce hlarhe ompany moved fron;1 Cal ell near theqﬁ%}man borderii 1,n early December, they have been instrumen- R VT S W T
” jral in capturing three of the Balad area s high ValLiE targets and have d1scovered numerous weapon caches, said Staff Sgt. A e . i
' d. : _ I . T ; |
e success that Charlie Company has had is due largely to spending a great deal of time out among the people " ol
and to the Sons of [raq movement, which has enabled U.S. and Iraqi Forces with quahty intelligence about AQI opera- K i
- _tions in the area, said Pafford. |
'Sf)%ndrng time outside of the relative comfort of FOB Pahwoda has paid dividends for Charlie Company who often find
mselves operating in austere conditions. ~' _ '
‘ 1ng outside the wire overnight in the mud and cold is the norm for us,” said Pyt. First Class Michael LaChappelle,
\ W%;a ong with his fellow Charlie Company troopers found himself without a helicopter ride back to base on Feb. 15 eiue
N to poor weather conditions. Fi ‘ﬁ
After S rﬂrng much of Operation Helsinki cold and wet, the “Rock” Soldiers would have to bear the elements under a
f(f)\i ck'lIraqr sky until the weather improved. g 4] ,
guys ‘would walk to the end of this Earth if they were asked to,” said Pafford. “They realize that this war is bigger # i =

r thw ' ’ ...' . r*' : - 'iﬁ
i | i S ' ’ L # J
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am a soldier. I fight where I am told, and = . l _ G S
I nSgere I fight. - Gen. George Patton : e s 220

ABOVE: Charlie Compa 1) ,So’ldle;s prepare to enter and
clear a building durlng0perat|§anleﬁs I RIGHT: The Cav
Soldiers started theJn sswn’we a m"uddy after air as-

saulting into the Bichigan Peninsul fertile farmlands
. la,_g L A ﬁu“‘f?m e e O S bl




Story and photos by
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ot} the greatest Jast stand ba ttles in history. *.

Today, Spartans of another kind find themselves making another great stand along with their Iraqi partners to secure the people of

Tikrit, Iraq. " ™ N

The 1st Special Troops Battalion “Spartans of the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, like the Greek warriors

of ant1qu1ty, are making military history by being the first Special Troops Battalion to control a significant amount of battlespace

in the Iraq theatre of operatlons - -

“To?my knowledge, he 1st STB, 1st BCT is the first to pickup battlespace as a maneuver element > said Lt. Col. Rle Rhyne, lst

STBcommander. el e T At A P -

Typlcally, STBs function in more of a support capac1ty by brmgmg a dlverse array of warﬁghtmg enablers to the brigade. By

combining s1gnalf intelligence, engineer, chemical, military police, and other specialized maneuver support units under one bat-

tlion, the STB acts as a combat force multiplier for the brigade. & e - ) S

However, since arriving in Iraq, the 1st STB has taken on the add1t10nal role of managing battlespace in and around the Tikrit

“area by conducting missions usually reserved to infantry.battalions. e e SRR .AN

“It does present difficulties, in that a normal Special Troop Battalion 1s not formulated to do these types of operations,” said -

Rhyne. “In positions where you would have a captam I have a'lieutenant, where you have a major, I have a captain,” he said.
The Soldiers of the STB, however, have come to realize that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.
“Everyone has had to step up and learn niéw:roles for us to succeed here,” said Capt. John Gabriel, the battalion’s Operatlons

.--\_--r

Officer. “It has been a challenge, but we had the right people in the right place at the right time,” he said.” ~ ‘_=_"~_
Adapting his organization to new challenges is nothing new to Rhyne, a career Special Forces oﬂicer Who has been operatmg
in the Middle East since 1993. o, - > 5= - % L

“I’ve been very impressed with all of our Soldiers in the 1st STB because they have stood up to a Very dlfﬁcult job,” sa1d Rhyne. i
“Any counter-insurgency operation is difficult, it doesn’t matter what your military occupational specialty is.’

Rhyne said that the crux of the STB’s mission here, lies in securmg, interacting and developmg a relat1onsh1p with the people .ﬂq
of the Tikrit area. ey L e G
“The local populace is key to the counter insurgency fight here,” said Rhyne “The center of gravity is the people. When we get
out of our vehicles we become an individual and it makes them become more personal with us,” he said. s H

Rhyne, who often walks the streets of Tikrit to gain the trust of the people, said that the best advice he gives to his Soldiers is to -
understand that the risk of being out amongst the people is a necessary and fundamental part of weeding out the insurgents here.

“By building strong ties to the local community and to the Iraqi Security Forces, 1st STB Soldiers have helped drive a wedge
between the insurgency and the local populace, which is forcing the terrorists to flee to remote areas of the province,” said Ga-
briel. . ah, .

“We feel safer when the locals know us and trust us. That’s our safety,” said Gabriel who credits the decrease in violence in
the area to cooperation between Iraqi Security Forces, the Son’s of Iraq movement and Coalition Forces. “Once the people feel

' secure in the city, they start to push the enemy out into the desert where it’s much easier for us to kill them,” he said:

On Feb. 23, STB Soldiers assisted Iraqi Policemen on Operation Desert Harvest, which was planned and led by Iraq1 Security
Forces, to clear a desolate area near Lake Thar Thar from insurgents who had taken over a fishing village. o
There, Iraqi Security Forces with help from STB Soldiers, killed several Al Qaeda insurgents and found a large supply of home-

made explosives which was hidden nearby. WV ee .

A Bastogne Soldier, attached to the 1st STB Spartans, keeps an eye out for enemy activity during Oper-
ation Desert Harvest along with an Iraqi Policeman. The Spartans are responsible for security in Tikrit.

“They developed their own intelligence and their own plan here, which shows how much they have matured,” said Gabriel. -

“When [ was here two years ago, the Iraqis didn’t have the capacity to conduct a full scale attack and go home W1th no casualt1es
hke they did here,” he said.
. ““We’re heading in the right direction, there’s no question about that,” said Rhyne.
are about four-feet high, when they’re our size, that’s when you’re going to see change, that’s when your going to see a better
place.” -
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“What I tell my Soldiers is, that the kids that L

A partah Soldier finds two hand
grenades |n a weapons cache -
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e t1es Hopefully we can find caches so they do not reach
:,' 5 . any other units,” said Ist Lt. Gerald Winn of C Company. )
- Since early January, the Bastogne Brigade has found 20
W car bombs, large caches and extremists’ camps throughout )
M During its operation, 49 found 40 ¥
i« bags of ammonium nitrate and 4 suspi- ?
' 1 cious\vacated vehicles in flat desert. 4The &

. Manchus also tactically. questioned and
-g,; ﬁ ¥q

MH,N 105 I

Story and photos by
Maj. Johnpaul Arnold
Bastogne PAO  F m,
i\‘ - e B R A L S 1‘5 t*\fsfx
BAYJI Iraq Sand dust and enemy scatter as the lethal, & Salah ad Din Province.
' wheeled vehicles of 4-9 Infantry Battalion (=il e = W= a’
'ﬁ “‘Manchus” maneuver through the fluid ter- = :
J. rain of northern Salah ad Din Province in ', .. s
i1 February with few months left before their |?
i redeployment. Sl — 25 WA, < N
s After serving with their parent brigade,m-‘ X |
% 4th Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry . »
g Division, the Manchus are now, fighting |
-+ extremists with the 1st Brigade Combat ¢
! Team “Bastogne”, 101st Airborne Division
_(ATFAssault) SN i
ﬂ * As part of Operation Harvest II, the
i Stryker vehicle battalion uprooted and
. cleared untapped areas of Salah ad Din
“ Province, using their futuristic Land War- s
rior System to maintain situational awareness. .«
“Manchu Commander Ete."William Prior.said this about
his battalion’s current open-desert operation: “Taking care
“ of some of that business outside the population centers will
ultimately have an impact inside the population centers.”

detained some suspect mlhtary aged
‘males. E‘ ¥
The combat power added to the lst -
= BCT .creates unique offensive and defen- ¥
 sive capabilities. +4-9 Infantry Battalion &
provides us the opportunity to attack “ s
the enemy in néw areas and in different’
ways. - The Manchu Battalion provides
us greater mobility, protection and fire-
- power;,” said 1st Brigade Combat Team
Battle Major, Maj. Jason Tussey b

BB

4working with a Screamrng Eagle “Air Assault” brigade is
quite historic and rare.. Both Manchus‘and Bastogne have
legacies of valor and honorable service going back to the
War of 1812 and World War Il respectively. . WA\
- #The amount of manpower we have to accomplish our - : * Sgt. Christian Garcia of C Co. said, <101st has a great m
- mrsswn is gomg to.be enough to disrupt 1nsurgent act1V1- sense of history. It is good that we are working together

1="

&

A “Manchu” Soldier takes a knee in the Western Desertof the Salah ad Din province. ..
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NO,SLACK TRAINS, IPS TO PROTECT, AND SERVE

Story and photos by
Sgt. 1st Class Kevin Doheny
Bastogne PAO

SAMARRA, Iraq— Sixty-four Iraqi policemen took the
first step toward becoming full-fledged members of the
police force in Samarra during a ceremony honoring their
completion of a two-week training course Feb. 2.

During the first ever Samarra Preparatory Police Acad-
emy graduation ceremony, the newest members of a force
designed to protect and serve the citizens of Samarra,
received certificates were recognizing their service. The
training course was designed to give the men the tools they
will need in order to
perform basic police
duties.

With an urgent
need to fill the police
ranks with quali-
fied, trained IPs to
improve the security
within the city of Sa-
marra, the Soldiers
from Task Force No
Slack, 2nd Battalion,
327th Infantry Regi-
ment, developed this
intense two-week
course. Although
the TF No Slack
Soldiers developed ==
the training criteria, -
they shared most of ~ Cap
the instruction duties sSpea
with veteran IPs who
were selected by police station chiefs in the city.
~ “During the first few days there were times where the

| separation between our No Slack Soldiers, American

military police and Iraqi police trainers was noticeable.
After a few days though you could see the bond between all
three elements,” said Sgt. Maj. Jeffrey England, No Slack
operations sergeant major. “As with our basic trainees and
instructors, there became a competitive nature between

the three platoons. It truly fostered that competitive spirit
needed in training environments.”

& . During the two-week course, the men received instruction
_ on everything from drill and discipline to basic police eth-

iCS. Accordrng to England, who was in charge of the train-

,r ing, the end state was far more than what he expected T\:vhen

-t ;_-,-'pr . -

-
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 Josh Kurtzman, Cougar Company commander,
' W|th Iraqi Policemen and Sol members in Samarra.

he developed the course.

“These guys have the ability to retain information at a
remarkable level,” he said. “They really grasped the idea
of helping the people in the community and that they are
there to protect and serve the people of Samarra. [ was truly
taken back at their level of competence.”

Throughout the course the IPs went through an American-
style basic training regimen. They were woken up early in
the morning to conduct physical training and movement
from location to location was done by using drill and cer-
emony. The days were filled with classes, non-stop training
and evaluations. =

“They were tired at the end of the day,” said England.
“There was no hors-
ing around at night;
they were ready to go
to their quarters and
sleep.”

“No Slack” Soldiers
conducted many en-
gagements with tribal
leaders within the
city to recruit trainees
between the ages of
18 and 35. Although
the recruitment was
difficult, England says
there are, “hundreds
. more waiting to get
Jiin

“The Soldiers from

Charlie Company

conducted dismounted
~ patrols in the city and

were able to spread the
word through engaging local leaders. The tribal counsels
did the leg work by passing the information to their people
through word of mouth.” et

England said the most important thing that these men can
take away from the course is how to properly interact with
the citizens and become a useful tool in serving the people
of Samarra.” v = e LR

“The understandlng that they are not SWAT or Iraql; Arrny,
but rather police designed to protect and serve the people
was by far and away the most important factor during the
two weeks,” England said. “They are to go out and become
friends to the people and to only use force when needed By
understanding that philosophy of protecting and serV1ng,
they know that they are truly servants to the population.”
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Manchu?” Soldier holds the 4-9 In-
antry quidon at .(.]::*qm
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HTOAY TOMORROW, FOREVER...

A SNAPSHOT OF THE THSTORY OF THE 10IST AIRBORNLE DIVISION (AA)

When Bastogne was relieved by Gen. Patton's drd Army,
a Time Magazine reporter interviewed one of the para-
troopers who had successfully defended Bastogne.

"What set the 10lst Airborne apart from other units in
the U.SMArmy, " askeddic nerGRteT ! R e paratroop-

er snorted and told him,"what the hell, everybody in
this outiffit is cra®y,’ including me. If we weren't, we
wouldn't 'be in itl"

In seven years of combat in Vietnam, elements of the
101st Adirborne Division (Air-Mobile) participated in
15 campaigns including the Battle of Hamburger Hill.




