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Face of Defense: 
Airman’s instincts 
prevent catastrophe 
By Tech. Sgt. James Law 
Special to American Forces Press Service

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan – An Airman’s quick ac-
tion following a Feb. 26 jet fuel starter explosion that sent 
shrapnel across the fl ightline here, averted a possible explo-
sion of  an F-15E Strike Eagle, offi cials said. 

Air Force Staff  Sgt. Jonathan Billie was working near a 
fellow Airman preparing an F-15E for fl ight when the small 
motor that start the fi ghter’s engines blew up. The jet fuel 
starter imploded, and pieces of  the machine fl ew across the 
fl ightline. 

“I went out to help the crew chief  on the jet to clean up 
the area and fi nd out how much damage had occurred,” said 
Billie, an F-15E crew chief  with the 335th Expeditionary 
Aircraft Maintenance Unit here. “When I came upon the 
scene, I noticed there was a lot of  shrapnel on the ground.” 

Instinctively, Billie looked up into the engine’s exhaust to 
check the damage and noticed fl ames fl ickering in the engine 
compartment. In eight years as an F-15 crew chief, he said 
he had never personally witnessed fl ames in the engine. 

“I had someone come over and verify, just to double check, 
because you don’t want to jump to conclusions,” Billie said. 

With the fl ames confi rmed, Billie immediately ran over 
and grabbed the hose off  the halon fi re extinguisher while 
simultaneously instructing another crew chief  to charge the 
bottle. Charging the bottle is a process of  removing a safety 
pin and pushing the charging handle forward to pressurize 
the hose. 

Billie yelled out to the eight or so Airmen nearby to clear 
the area. He ran back to the aircraft, pointed the hose into 
the exhaust and sprayed the bottle’s contents onto the fi re 
before it turned catastrophic. 

“The fi rst thing that crossed my mind was the live explo-
sives,” said Billie, who is deployed from Seymour Johnson 
Air Force Base, N.C. “My thoughts were, ‘We need to put 
this fi re out now.’” 

Billie said F-15 crew chiefs are trained to deal with this 

Air Force Staff Sgt. Jonathan Billie inspects the airframe-
mounted accessories drive on an F-15E Strike Eagle on 
March 11, 2008, at Bagram Airfi eld, Afghanistan. Billie, 
an F-15E crew chief, is assigned to 335th Expedition-
ary Aircraft Maintenance Unit and is deployed from Sey-
mour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C. (U.S. Air Force photo 
by Master Sgt. Demetrius Lester)  

situation, but because it is not a frequent occurrence, it is 
imperative to remember the training and react without hesi-
tation. 

“His actions were outstanding,” said Senior Master Sgt. 
Donald Poormon, the maintenance unit’s F-15E assistant 
superintendent. “He acted perfectly, and you couldn’t ask 
for better.” 

Brig. Gen. James W. Hyatt, then the 455th Air Expedition-
ary Wing commander, recognized Billie with a commander’s 
coin at a meeting with the wing’s group commanders and 
chief  master sergeants. 

(Air Force Tech. Sgt. James Law serves with the 455th Air 
Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs.) 
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COVER: Spc. Craig Johnson, oper-
ating room technician, Task Force Med, 
Forward Sugical Element Farah, em-
braces an Afghan child whose mother 
was receiving intavenous fl uids for a 
kidney ailment at one of the various 
free clinics in the province. (U.S. Army 
photo by Capt. Timothy J. Shapiro)

BACK COVER: An Afghan girl waits 
in line to receive donations at the Mah-
mood Raqi Orphanage, Kapisa Prov-
ince, Afghanistan during Operation Care 
on Feb. 3. Operation Care is the distribu-
tion of collected donations to the Afghan 
people by various units.  (U.S. Army pho-
to by Staff Sgt. Tyffani L. Davis)
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ANSF, Coalition forces identify detained local Taliban leader 
Courtesy of Combined 
Joint Task Force - 82 Public Affairs

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan – Afghan Nation-
al Security Forces and Coalition forces have positively 
identifi ed a Taliban leader detained during a Feb. 25 
joint operation in Ghazni Province as Mullah Shabir.

Shabir is believed to have provided intelligence, lo-
gistical support and improvised explosive devices to 
Taliban forces.  He is also believed to be responsible for 
recent rocket attacks throughout Ghazni Province.

The joint operation, which targeted insurgents with 
ties to Taliban and foreign-fi ghter facilitators, was 
conducted based on information received through the 
Small Rewards Program. The SRP offers Afghan citi-
zens fi nancial compensation for information that leads 
to the capture of  enemy personnel or the recovery of  
weapons. SRP serves as a means for Afghan citizens to 
directly and anonymously participate in the effort to 
rid the Islamic Republic of  Afghanistan of  insurgents, 
illegal weapons and explosives.

Afghan, Coalition 
forces disrupt Taliban 
leadership networks 
Courtesy of Combined 
Joint Task Force - 82 Public Affairs

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan 
– Six suspected insurgents were de-
tained Feb. 29 during an Afghan 
National Security and Coalition 
forces operation in Zabul Province.

The joint force performed a 
search of  compounds in the Deh 
Chopan district targeting a Taliban 
commander with ties to Taliban 
support networks and weapons fa-
cilitation operations in the area.

Afghan and Coalition forces 
found and detained six individu-
als with suspected links to insur-
gent networks while conducting 
their search. The detainees will be 
questioned on their involvement in 
Taliban operations and other ex-
tremist activities.

“The combined efforts of  ANSF 
and Coalition forces are affecting 
Taliban leadership’s command and 
control abilities,” said Army Maj. 
Chris Belcher, a Coalition spokes-
man. “The degradation of  insur-
gent networks, along with recon-
struction and education efforts, are 
key elements to a comprehensive 
approach by ANSF and Coalition 
forces to improve conditions here.” 

ANSF secure, 
aid Khak-e Safi d, 
Farah Province
Courtesy of Combined Joint Task Force - 82 Public Affairs

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan - A harsh Afghan winter, combined 
with criminal and terrorist acts of  insurgents, sprung Afghan National Se-
curity Forces into action giving aid to citizens and clearing the Khak-e 
Safi d region, Farah Province, of  enemy fi ghting positions, weapons and 
improvised explosive device making materials.

In response to a plea for assistance from elders, the Afghan National 
Army’s 207th Kandak, advised by Coalition forces, provided humanitarian 
and medical aid to Afghan citizens and drove out insurgents. 

ANSF treated numerous patients and supplied winter clothing items. As 
the teams moved through other villages, a family approached them for as-
sistance. ANSF gave the family shoes, blankets and other winter items.

ANA-led security and clearing teams conducted searches of  several sus-
pected insurgent compounds and a canyon with enemy fi ghting positions.  
In the canyon, they found a weapons cache of  IED making materials, 107 
mm rockets and rocket propelled grenades and launchers.  Also found was 
a reinforced cave complex and an insurgent structure used as a base to con-
duct robberies.

ANSF destroyed the structure, the cave and fi ghting positions. The fi nal 
portion of  the mission came when the ANA-led force cleared the Khowst 
Pass and positively identifi ed several insurgent enemy positions preparing 
to ambush friendly forces. ANSF engaged the insurgents and called for pre-
cision air strikes to eliminate the threat.

“Security patrols like this illustrate that the Islamic Republic of  Af-
ghanistan continues to establish a stable and secure environment for the 
Afghan citizens,” said Army Capt. Vanessa R. Bowman, Coalition spokes-
person.
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Top Army offi cial travels to Saudi Arabia,       
Afghanistan to tackle family, contracting issues
Courtesy of Combined 
Joint Task Force - 82 Public Affairs

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan
– The acting Under Secretary of  the 
Army, Nelson Ford, stopped at a key 
hub of  the Afghan and Coalition ef-
fort Mar. 8.

This stop continued a trip afford-
ing him time with troops and op-
erational input for policy improve-
ments.

Two previous stops included two 
days in Kabul with the Internation-
al Security Assistance Force and the 
Combined Security and Transistion 
Command-Afghanistan, following 
two days with military training mis-
sions in Saudi Arabia.

The Saudi Arabia leg of  the trip 
featured participation in a sympo-
sium at the joint training assistance 
mission to explore the return of  
U.S. military family members to the 
Kingdom.  There, Ford also present-
ed King Abdullah a proclamation 

heralding the 35th Anniversary of  
the Saudi Arabian National Guard, 
a U.S. military supported project 
since inception.

Ford, along with his wife Cecilia, 
presented the king with the procla-

mation, signed by the secretary and 
chief  of  staff  of  the U.S. Army, af-
ter attending the Kingdom’s annual 
national festival of  heritage and cul-
ture.

The Kabul leg featured explor-
atory discussions with top NATO, 
UN offi cials and news editors. Ford 
attended meetings with senior U.S. 
military offi cials to streamline pro-
cesses for contracting and ways that 
U.S. Army contracting can better 
utilize Afghanistan’s emerging mer-
chant class to stretch American tax-
payer dollars.

Ford visited Soldiers from the 
South Carolina National Guard, 
currently leading a mission to train 
the Afghan National Army. He pre-
sented awards for their successful 
effort and heard fi rsthand what re-
sources stand to enhance it.

Force-wide supply and support 
systems formed the thrust of  Ford’s 
airfi eld tour, with stops at the fuel, 
air-drop rigging, mortuary, mine-re-
sistant vehicle fi elding and fi nance 
activity sites. 

Kabul-based Soldiers each receive thanks and a coin from the acting Under 
Secretary of the Army, Nelson Ford. (U.S. Army photo)

Army civilian Rick Jackson asks acting Under Secretary Nelson Ford about 
the prospect of military dependents returning to the main U.S. military in-
stallation in Saudi Arabia and about the future level of benefi ts to personnel 
assigned to this hardship location, Mar. 4 (U.S. Army photo)
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Chosen Company spreads 
their presence in Nuristan
By Army Sgt. Henry Selzer 
173rd ABCT Public Affairs

Just after sunrise on the 
fi rst day of  March, Soldiers 
of  2nd Platoon, Chosen 
Co., 2nd Battalion, 503rd 
Infantry Regiment, 173rd 
Airborne Brigade Combat 
Team, set out for a long day 
of  patrolling the mountains 
around their base. They 
searched for any signs of  
enemy activity in the area.

Third squad set out from 
Forward Operating Base 
Bella and moved through-
out the valley of  Jamach-
gal-Khwar beginning a long 
day of  traversing the steep 
mountains around the val-
ley.  They completed their 
patrol late in the afternoon 
after what looked like a 
3-kilometer (1.86-mile) trek 
on a map, but in reality it 
was much longer.

These patrols have a pur-
pose. The Soldiers of  3rd 
Squad conduct these patrols 
to put boots on the ground 
in the hard-to-reach areas 
and show the Afghans they 
are available for assistance.

“The purpose of  these 
patrols is to keep the enemy 
off  balance and provide 

FOB Bella with more 
security,” said Army Staff  
Sgt. John Oftinoski, 26, of  
Middleton, Conn., a squad 
leader in 2nd Platoon.

By conducting patrols in 
the valleys and hills sur-
rounding their FOB, the 
Soldiers of  3rd Squad are 
providing the base with 

more separation from the 
enemy and strengthening 
relationships with Afghans 
in the area.

“We like to make our 
presence known and let 
the locals know that we’re 
not going anywhere and 
we’re here to help,” said 
Spc. James Schmidt, 26, of  
Decatur, Ill., a gunner and 
radio-telephone operator for 
3rd Squad.

Although the Soldiers of  
3rd Squad did not see much 
activity during their patrol, 
they became more familiar 
with the area they will be 
protecting throughout the 
summer. 

 “As the summer gets 
closer and enemy activity 
becomes more frequent, 
the length and amount of  
patrols we’ll be conducting 
will increase,” said Ofti-
noski.

Army Staff Sgt. John Oftinoski (front), listens to his ra-
dio as Soldiers of 2nd Platoon, Chosen Co., 2nd Battal-
ion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, pull security during a pa-
trol in the Jamachgal-Khwar Valley, Nuristan Province, 
Afghanistan. (U.S. Army photo)

ANA builds in Zabul Province
Courtesy of Combined 
Joint Task Force - 82 Public Affairs

Afghan National Security Forces, 
assisted by Coalition forces, provided 
medical and humanitarian aid to 
multiple villages that were attacked 
by Taliban forces on Feb. 23, in the 
Arghandab District, Zabul Province.

In response to the raid, ANSF 
and Coalition forces quickly moved 
in to repair the damage done by the 
Taliban. The Taliban kidnapped six 
men from one village during the raid, 
stole food and vandalized a number of  
other villages. There is no word on the 
whereabouts of  the six abductees.

“When friendly forces arrived, 
every villager in sight swarmed the 

trucks,” said one Coalition soldier. 
“Other villagers walked out of  the 
mountains leaving their goats in the 
fi eld.”

Friendly forces provided food, blan-
kets, clothes, shoes and radios to help 
the villagers recover from the damage 
done by the insurgents and to help 
them through the harsh winter.

“The [children] around here have 
new shoes, and they smile when we 
come around,” said a Coalition soldier. 
“I remember when we fi rst arrived, 
the children cried and we saw much 
suffering.”

ANSF also provided medical as-
sistance to villagers who where beaten 
by Taliban forces. The soldiers also 

treated anyone else in the area in need 
of  medical assistance. Several people 
were taken to a Coalition clinic for 
further treatment.

“You’ve made me happy beyond 
words,” said a grandfather who 
brought in his malnourished grand-
daughter to receive medical assistance.  
“I’ve never seen another man willing 
to feed a baby.”

“The medical and humanitarian 
visits are paying dividends,” said 
Army Capt. Vanessa Bowman, a 
Coalition spokesperson. “We’re seeing 
the quality of  life improving for the 
villagers and their trust in the Gov-
ernment of  the Islamic Republic of  
Afghanistan and ANSF is increasing.”
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Wing welcomes fi rst re-locatable dormitory
By Air Force Capt. Toni Tones
455th AEW Public Affairs

For more than 100 Airmen on Camp 
Cunningham, the standard of  living 
improved dramatically with the open-
ing of  the fi rst re-locatable dormitory 
here, Feb. 26.

Texan Hall was offi cially dedicated 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony and 
called home for 120 Airmen deployed 
in support of  Operation Enduring 
Freedom. The remaining 13 dormi-
tories will also be named based on 
the 455th Air Expeditionary Wing’s 
historical precedence.

“We elected to name our fi rst 
dormitory Texan due to the wing’s nu-
merous ties to the Texan aircraft and 
the state of  Texas,” said Air Force Col. 
Barry Mines, 455th Expeditionary 
Mission Support Group commander. 
“So it was only fi tting that the fi rst 
building be named Texan Hall.”

The wing’s fi rst commander, Air 
Force Col. Kenneth Cool, trained at 
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas. 
Hensley Field, Texas, was the fi rst 
Air Force home station for the 455th 
Bombardment Group, Very Heavy, 
and where the North American AT-6 
Texan was built and underwent work. 
Today, many Air Force pilots train on 
the T-6A Texan II.

The $14.5 million contract, funded 
by U.S. Central Air Forces Command, 
was awarded by the Afghanistan 
Engineer District of  the Corps of  
Engineers in August 2007 to Afghani-
stan Construction Companies Um-
brella. The dormitories, comprised 
of  CONEX containers, will accom-
modate 1,400 billets based on Central 
Command’s Sandbook standards of  80 
square feet per person.

“Construction began Aug. 14, 
2007,” said Mines. “Just six months 
later, our fi rst dormitory is ready for 
residents. This is partly due to the 
tremendous effort from the services 
squadron.”

“Our team did an outstanding job 
getting the furnishings ready for the 
buildings,” said Air Force Maj. Shawn 

Mann, 455th Expeditionary Mission 
Support Squadron commander. “Their 
stellar efforts allowed Airmen to take 
occupancy in minimal time.”

Among the improvements for Air-
men are indoor showers, latrines on 
each fl oor and better heating and cool-
ing systems in each room.

“It’s a nice change from the B-hut 
to the relocatable dorm,” said Airman 
Bryan Irving Gemina. “My B-hut was 
really dusty; the new dorm is clean 
and has indoor plumbing, which is 
great for those cold nights here.  Now, 
myself  and other Airmen deployed 
here have a new facility we can call 
home.”

“The new facility symbolizes great 
achievement and an evolution for bil-
leting on Bagram,” added Mines. “But 
none of  this would be possible without 
the concerted efforts of  Combined 
Joint Task Force 82, the Corps of  En-
gineers and ACCU.”

“Today is one of  the happiest days 
of  my life,” said Obaid Dullah, ACCU 
president. “We took the challenge and 
we met it -- the project team, design 
team and the subcontractors worked 
very long hours. Congratulations to 
our successful team.”

The ceremony concluded with the 
ribbon cutting and a tour of  Texan 
Hall’s fi rst fl oor.

Obaid Dullah, President of the Afghanistan Construction Companies Umbrel-
la, speaks to an audience during the offi cial opening of the fi rst of 14 dormi-
tories on Camp Cunningham. The building, named “Texan Hall,” houses 120 
deployed members. (U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt Demetrius Lester)

Airman Bryan Ir-
ving Gemina, 
moves into his 
new room at the 
recently opened 
“Texan Hall.” Ge-
mina, whose home 
unit is the 919th 
Services Flight, 
Dukefi eld, Fla., was 
one of 120 Airmen 
relocated to the 
new facility. (U.S. 
Air Force photo by 
Master Sgt. Deme-
trius Lester)
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Story and photos by 
Senior Airman James Bolinger
CJTF-82 Public Affairs 
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BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan – Two Soldiers 
sit shoulder-to-shoulder packed into a small room fi lled 
with shura leaders and Afghan National Police from 
Kohe Safi  District, Parwan Province. 

In order for these two Soldiers to safely mentor the 
nearly 90 ANP that keep the peace in Kohe Safi , they 
need people who can keep an eye out for Taliban and 
insurgent operations. The Soldiers who perform this 
mission are light infantrymen from the New York Army 
National Guard. 

 “Our job is to keep the members of  the Police Men-
tor Team safe,” said Army Sgt. Chris Marciano, a 2nd 
Battalion, 108th Infantry Regiment, 27th Infantry 
Brigade six-year veteran. “We escort the mentors every-
where and one of  us is next to them whenever they exit 
a vehicle.”

The mission of  protecting a PMT is something 
infantry soldiers traditionally don’t train for. But the 
PMT isn’t designed to fi ght, they are here to mentor the 

“Infantry are offensive or kinetic units that go out 
and get the enemy; here we wait for them to fi nd us,” 
said Army Sgt. Justin Koers, out of  Geneseo, N.Y.  

Koers, and his colleagues, members of  Alpha Com-
pany, attended three months of  training at Fort Bragg, 
N.C., to train as motorized infantry and learn how to 
use Humvees in a tactical environment. 

“However, the tight roads and steep mountains of  
Kohe Safi  District sometimes make the training hard to 
use,” said Spc. Adam Kutinsky. “Some roads are only 
wide enough for a single vehicle and it’s tough to make a 
vehicle formation in a mountain pass.”

“One of  the best parts of  this job is getting to im-
provise,” said Marciano. “We don’t have to wait for our 
squad leader to talk to our platoon sergeant, who got his 
information from our platoon leader. Instead, since two 

Protecting the Protectors
Story and photos by Story and photos by 
NY National Guard protects police mentors

Background: Army Sgt. Chris Marciano, 
2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Regiment, 
27th Infantry Brigade, pulls security during 
a humanitarian aid drop in Jurahati, Kohe 
Safi District, Parwan Province. Marciano’s 
company, from the New York Army National 
Guard, Geneseo, N.Y., provides security for 
several Police Mentor Teams throughout Re-
gional Command-East. Top Left: Spc. Adam 
Kutinsky speaks with an Afghan National 
Police officer from Kohe Safi District, Par-
wan Province. Top Right: Army Sgt. Justin 
Koers keeps a watch on Army Maj. Jeremy 
McGuire, Kohe Safi Police Mentor Team lead-
er, during a humanitarian assistance drop in 
Jurahati, Kohe Safi District, Parwan Prov-
ince. Right: Army Sgt. Justin Koers (Center) 
loads a Humvee with supplies before the 
Kohe Safi Police Mentor Team leaves for an 
extended mission.
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E-5s are the highest enlisted, we get to make the decisions 
on security for a particular situation.”

The team members assist Army Maj. Jeremy McGuire 
and Army Chief  Warrant Offi cer Gaylon Yazzie, Kohe Safi  
police mentors, with their ANP mentoring mission. 

According to Marciano, there are many advantages to 
working with the PMT versus fi lling another infantry job in 
Afghanistan.  

“We get to see a lot of  Afghanistan,” he said. “Since the 
rest of  our company works with other PMTs, if  we want 
to see a different place we just trade spots for a couple of  
missions.”

So far, members of  the Kohe Safi  team have been to 
Bamyan, Kapisa, Panjshir and several districts in Parwan 
Province. Though the advantages of  working for police 
mentors outweigh the disadvantages, some less enjoyable 
tasks still exist. 

The team works 12 or more hours a day and rarely gets a 
day off.

“We are on missions 5-6 days a week, and anytime we 
aren’t outside the wire we are preparing for a mission the 
next day,” said Koers. 

The Kohe Safi  security forces are all on their fi rst de-
ployment and agree that Afghanistan was not what they 
expected. 

Before the PMT Soldiers put their boots on Afghan soil, 
both Marciano and Army Pfc. Steven Olmstead agreed that 
they thought they would hate Afghanistan. “But now that 
I am here, I am really having a good time,” said Marciano. 
“I just don’t know if  I will enjoy the heat.” 

“This is just one more step toward my goal of  becom-
ing a police offi cer,” said Olmstead, though he agrees with 
Marciano about the heat. 

The team is two months into a nine-month deployment 
and plans to remain with the PMT for the remainder of  
their time here.

Protecting the Protectors
NY National Guard protects police mentors

Background: Army Sgt. Chris Marciano, 
2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Regiment, 
27th Infantry Brigade, pulls security during 
a humanitarian aid drop in Jurahati, Kohe 
Safi District, Parwan Province. Marciano’s 
company, from the New York Army National 
Guard, Geneseo, N.Y., provides security for 
several Police Mentor Teams throughout Re-
gional Command-East. Top Left: Spc. Adam 
Kutinsky speaks with an Afghan National 
Police officer from Kohe Safi District, Par-
wan Province. Top Right: Army Sgt. Justin 
Koers keeps a watch on Army Maj. Jeremy 
McGuire, Kohe Safi Police Mentor Team lead-
er, during a humanitarian assistance drop in 
Jurahati, Kohe Safi District, Parwan Prov-
ince. Right: Army Sgt. Justin Koers (Center) 
loads a Humvee with supplies before the 
Kohe Safi Police Mentor Team leaves for an 
extended mission.
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Airmen go above and beyond
By Air Force Capt. Heather Kekic 
Laghman Provincial Reconstruction 
Team

Seizing opportunities has become 
a common practice for three services 
Airmen currently deployed to Afghan-
istan as part of  the Laghman Provin-
cial Reconstruction Team.

The services Airmen volunteered 
to serve as cooks for the PRT’s 80 
Soldiers and Airmen deploying here; 
however, a couple months into their 
deployment the Airmen’s cooking 
talents were put on the back burner 
when the Army’s 173rd Brigade 
Combat Team, Golf  Support Battery 
arrived with enough cooks to feed the 
FOB’s 550 personnel.

Although their work in the dinning 
facility was cut short, the benefi ts of  
their time spent in it are being reaped 
by the current kitchen staff.  As a 
result of  the Airmen’s initiative, the 
173rd kitchen staff  now has a new 
stove, grill top, two ovens, deep-fryer, 
two extra-large refrigerators, utensils 
and pots and pans.

In addition to the new items, the 
Airmen redesigned the dining room 
making it more user-friendly and 
effi cient.  They spent a considerable 
amount of  time training the local na-
tional kitchen staff  on proper sanita-
tion techniques and obtained clothes 
and shower privileges for them.

The Airmen can still frequently be 
found in the DFAC working behind 
the scenes providing different meals.  
Recognizing the “tower guys” missed 
out on good meals, they improved the 
midnight menu specifi cally for Soldiers 
who pull all-nighters providing secu-
rity for the troops inside the wire.

“We completely revamped midnight 
chow and started cooking all kinds 
of  meals,” said Senior Airman David 
Sutherland, Services NCOIC, deployed 
from Minot Air Force Base, N.D.

Previous to the Airmen’s midnight 
meal concoctions, the tower Soldiers’ 
only choice for dinner was reheated 
leftovers.

“We’d just come up with things 
off  the top of  our heads,” said Senior 
Airman Eliceo “DJ” DeJesus, services 
specialist, deployed from Tyndall Air 
Force Base, Fla. “We’ve made curry 
turkey, stir fry, schnitzel, calzones, 
pizza made to order, lasagna and Ca-
jun chicken.”

As word quickly spread throughout 
the FOB of  the delicious midnight 
chow being prepared, the late-night 
DFAC attendance increased to include 
more than just the tower’s Soldiers.

The Airmen were not content with 
having their hands in just one pot, the 
DFAC, they also seized the opportuni-
ty to take on the Base Exchange and 
make it operational for the FOB.

“When Sutherland approached me 
about the BX and taking it over, I 
gave him the go ahead to take the bull 
by the horns,” said Tech. Sgt. Mario 
Delahoz, services superintendent, de-
ployed from Langley Air Force Base, 
Va.

“We improved the BX in size and 
contents,”  Sutherland said. “We had 
it moved from a small building to a 
larger one.”

Delahoz said they wanted to regain 
control of  the Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation building as well.

“We took the initiative and re-
gained control of  the MWR building 
for its intended purpose,” said Dela-
hoz. “The MWR building was primar-
ily being used as billeting for soldiers 
transferring to and from the FOB and 
VPB (Vehicle Patrol Base).”

As they worked to make the MWR 
building operational again, they 
quickly came up with the idea to com-
bine everything under one roof, creat-
ing a fl oor plan to include the BX, 
movie theater and recreational room.

When Sutherland and DeJesus set 
the goal of  creating an MWR building, 
they had a lot of  work ahead of  them 
in terms of  populating the facility 
with things to use and do.

After the request for funds through 
Army channels was turned down, they 

found support and fi nancial assistance 
to purchase many of  the desired items 
from the 455th Air Expeditionary 
Wing commander.

“During one of  (Brigadier) Genenal 
(James) Hyatt’s fi rst visits to the FOB 
in the summer of  2007, we talked to 
him about our plans for the MWR 
building and he told us, ‘anything we 
need,’” Delahoz said.

The MWR items purchased totaled 
more than $150,000 and include two 
pool tables, eight 32” televisions, four 
couches, card tables, a high-defi nition 
movie projector, fi ve X-Box 360’s, fi ve 
PlayStation II’s, a popcorn-making 
machine and several board games.

“DJ headed up all the Form 9’s 
(Request for Purchase),” said Delahoz. 
“He did all the research, accomplished 
and submitted them.”

Soldiers can be found daily playing 
ping pong at the MWR or just hang-
ing out.  

“The MWR has improved a lot,” 
said Private 2nd Class Gary Baker, 
mortarman, 1-158 Infantry, Arizona 
National Guard.

They also ordered 10 multi-use 
laptop computers for troops to not 
only play games on, but to accomplish 
work if  necessary such as writing 
performance reports and awards pack-
ages.

“The biggest challenge was get-
ting help and fi nancial assistance,” 
said Delahoz. “We’re grateful for Gen. 
Hyatt and (Air Force) Lt. Col. (Marc) 
Piccolo. They made it happen for us.”

“We try to think of  all kinds of  
things to do,” Sutherland said. “We 
hold BBQ’s and we have pizza nights 
at the DFAC. “We’re trying to im-
prove morale and the FOB in general.”

The Airmen also started up and ran 
a volleyball league, volleyball tourna-
ment, darts and football tournaments. 
They also hosted Super Bowl, Fourth 
of  July and Christmas parties.

“A lot of  this wouldn’t have hap-
pened without Sutherland and DeJe-
sus,” Delahoz said.
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FEATURE

‘Live Round’ visits Afghanistan
By Tech. Sgt. James Law
455th AEW Public Affairs

The U.S. Air Forces 
Central band ‘Live Round’ 
brought smiles across a 
multitude of  faces as they 
showcased their talents 
for 455th Air Expedition-
ary Wing Airmen here Feb 
24-26.

“They blew me away,” 
said Airman 1st Class 
Antoinette Caruso, 455th 
Expeditionary Logistics 
Readiness Squadron, sup-
ply customer service ap-
prentice. “I wasn’t expect-
ing the variety and was 
pleasantly surprised.”

Targeting as many Air-
men as they could reach, 
the expeditionary band 
performed in large and 
small forums.

“The band feels a sense 
of  satisfaction after every 
performance regardless of  
size,” said Senior Master 
Sgt. James Bristow, a gui-

tarist and vocalist with the 
band. “Our reward is being 
able to spread joy and 
happiness as well as extend 
our appreciation for what 
the different career fi elds 
do serving our country.”

During the performance 
at the Camp Cunningham 
recreation tent, two Air-
men from the audience 
added to an already festive 
atmosphere when they 
took center stage danc-
ing in unison to Ike and 
Tina Turner’s song, ‘Proud 
Mary.’

“It’s special when there 
are spontaneous reactions 

during our shows,” said 
Bristow.  “It lets us know 
they’re enjoying the music 
and having a good time.”

The band also broke 
down into a four-person 
ensemble (two vocalists, 
one guitarist, and a saxo-
phone player) to perform 
in various work centers 
remotely located where 
Airmen may not have had 
an opportunity to attend 
the larger performances.

“We are honored to 
serve those who are serving 
us,” said Bristow.

Prior to arriving here, 
Live Round performed 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, 
Manas Air Base, Kyrgyz-

stan and local villages and 
schools, enhancing the 
partnership between the 
communities and the base.

The band also per-
formed throughout Dji-
bouti in support of  the 
ongoing Horn of  Africa 
mission creating friend-
ships with the local com-
munities and performances 
for approximately 2,500 
troops stationed at Camp 
Lemonier, Djibouti and the 
Naval Support Activity, 
Bahrain.

Live Round will contin-
ue their tour of  the Area 
of  Responsibility, reaching 
out to numerous areas in 
Iraq.   

Senior Master Sgt. James Bristow, ‘Live Round’ guitarist 
and vocalist, brings his guitar to life during the band’s 
performance. ‘Live Round’ is the U.S. Air Forces Cen-
tral band that performs for servicemembers and local 
communities throughout Southwest Asia. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Master Sgt. Demetrius Lester)

‘Live Round’ provided morale-lifting music for Airmen 
here Feb. 24. ‘Live Round’ is the U.S. Air Forces Cen-
tral band that performs for servicemembers and local 
communities throughout Southwest Asia. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Master Sgt. Demetrius Lester)

“We are honored to 
serve those who serve 

us,”
-Senior Master Sgt. 

James Bristow
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One of  the many challenges faced by deployed Soldiers 
is the ability to stay involved in the lives of  their loved 
ones.  

Starting in April of  2007, Task Force Pacemaker com-
munication specialists helped Soldiers overcome this major 
challenge by providing civilian internet in their quarters.

With an ever-expanding population here, the existing 
Morale, Welfare, and Recreation system has not been suffi -
cient to accommodate Soldiers without long wait times and 
minimal actual time on the system. Many times, Soldiers 
would stay up late waiting to use the phone and end up 
cutting into their sleep, thereby affecting their work. 

According to M. Sami Hashimi, CEO of  internet service 
provider AFSAT, many units throughout Afghanistan have 
turned to a civilian internet system to reduce the burden 
on the MWR facilities. 

The purchase of  local, or third-country satellite internet 
systems, is used to meet the need Soldiers identifi ed.  These 
systems range in size from a few friends in the same tent 
getting together to buy a system, to the more than 300 us-
ers spread across an expanding forward operating base.  

These systems are user purchased, user resourced and 

user operated.  The gains in family communication and 
morale have been considerable for TF Pacemaker, as a high 
operational tempo has made access to communications at 
all times important.

“There were many challenges in setting up the net-
work,” said Army 1st Lt. Tabber Mintz.  “The largest of  
these, was realistic expectation management. Soldiers were 
briefed ahead of  time on what to expect from the system 
so they were less likely to be dissatisfi ed with the service.” 

The second issue was setting expectations for users, limi-
tations on the system in writing and ensuring that all users 
agreed to follow the guidelines.  Soldiers were able to use 
Web cams, instant messengers and voice applications.

“The fi nal concern that needed to be addressed was the 
absence of  the equipment needed to raise the quality of  
service to our Soldiers,” said Army Sgt. Jonathan Morris.

 Morris and Mintz came up with innovative ways to 
resource the necessary equipment. According to Mintz, this 
made the system much more effi cient allowing the Soldiers 
better access to their entire Web based applications.

The Soldiers voice their appreciation on a daily basis 
for the ability to continue meaningful communications 
with their loved ones and for the capacity to fi nd ways to 
unwind and relax at the end of  a good day’s work.  

Army Sergeant 1st Class Daren Brekke, from Paradise, 
Mont., is a father of  eight and uses the civilian internet to 
communicate with his family.  

“We’re a long way from home,” said Brekke. “Being 
able to communicate with family via the internet and Web 
cam increases Soldiers’ morale and closes the disconnect 
between the Soldiers and their families caused by lengthy 
and frequent deployments.”

By Army Capt. Russell S. Cunningham
Task Force Pacemaker 

Soldiers gain easier 
access to family, 
friends with Internet
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Abraham Lincoln best described democracy as “government of  the people, by the people, and for the people … Without 
free and fair elections, there can be no democratic society, and without that constant accountability of  government offi cials 
to the electorate, there can, in fact, be no assurance of  any other rights. The right to vote, therefore, is not only an important 
individual liberty; it is also a foundation stone of  free government.” 

For over 220 years our military has sworn to defend the Constitution of  the United States of  America against all enemies 
foreign and domestic.  From its time of  inception, the Constitution has grown from the Bill of  Rights to 27 Amendments 
guaranteeing and clarifying the right to vote.  As we devote our time, energy and life to defending our rights, it is paramount 
that we, the military, set the example and exercise the right to vote. Federal, State and Local elections are on the horizon.  

For those Soldiers deployed overseas, the ability to vote seems a hard task to accomplish; but it is not.  Your Unit Vot-
ing Assistance Offi cer (UVAO) can provide you forms for registering, requesting absentee ballots, general information and 
answer any questions on voting in your particular state.  Exercise the right past and present Comrades have so courageously 
defended over the past 220 years.

Voting assistance

Be Smart, Do Your Part – VOTE!  It’s your right! 

15 January - SF 76 available;  REGISTER to Vote!
15 August - Apply for your ABSENTEE BALLOT 
or Use a SF 186 Federal Absentee Write in Ballot
15 October - is the DEADLINE to Mail your Absen-
tee Ballot or SF 186 from Overseas
4 November – FEDERAL ELECTIONS

Absentee Voting Frequently Asked Questions
http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/faq.html
State-by-state instructions
http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/vag/vagchapter3.html
On-line Federal Post Card Application
http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.html

For Assistance Contact Your Task Force Voting Assistance Offi cer 
or the CJTF-82 Inspector General at DSN 431-4028

TF Lifeliner                                                                                         
Capt. Christopher Thomas                   
DSN:  318-431-4555                          
christopher.d.thomas@afghan.swa.army.mil

TF Rugged                                                                                           
1st Lt. Kathryn Turner 
DSN:  318-431-5313                                   
kathryn.l.turner@afghan.swa.army.mil

Mark these dates … Web Sites of Interest:

REFERENCES: 
AR 608-20, 28 Oct 04 Army Voting Assistance Program

DoDD 1000.4 Federal Voting Assistance Program

CJTF-82
Capt. Matthew E. Gillespie
DSN:  318-431-4101
matthew.gillespie@afghan.swa.army.mil

TF Fury                                             
Maj. Jason Riley 
DSN:  318-851-0034                           
jason.riley@afghan.swa.army.mil

TF Med
Capt. Alejandro Breceda                        
DSN:  318-431-4422                             
alejandro.breceda@afghan.swa.army.mil

JTF Paladin
Lt. j.g. Jillian Cookson
DSN:  318-431-4631
jillian.a.cookson@afgha.swa.army.mil

TF Destiny                                                                           
2nd Lt. Grekii Grant
DSN: 318-431-2410                                    
grekii.grant@afghan.swa.army.mil

TF Cincinnatus
Capt. Marie Cicerelle
DSN: 318-431-6291
marie.cicerelle@afghan.swa.army.mil

TF Anzio
1st Lt. David Kline
DSN:  318-841-1247
david.a.kline@afghan.swa.army.mil

Combined Joint Task Force - 82



Have a photo you’d like to see in 
Freedom Watch Afghanistan?

 freedomwatch@swa.army.mil

Photos From the Field

Soldiers from 3rd squad, B Co., Division Special Troop Battalion, Task Force Gladius stop and pull security while 
pulling out of a village that Taliban forces shot from with rocket propelled grenades and small arms on December 21, 
2007.  B Co. was conducting a patrol of Main Supply Route Vermont.  (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Johnny R. Aragon)
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Col. Mike Holmes, 455th Air Expeditionary Wing commander, takes an oath of offi ce during his 
promotion ceremony to brigadier general at Bagram Airfi eld, Afghanistan, March 12. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Master Sgt. Demetrius Lester)

Coalition Forces meet with the local governer of the Konar Province in a monthly meeting to discuss both recent 
happenings and future plans for the province. The Konar Province is the most dangerous province in Afghani-
stan at this time due, in part, to the large Al-Qaeda presence and the proximity to the Pakistani border. (U.S. Army 
photo by Spc. Jordan Carter)






